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An Accompt of the Treatiſe 
and Publication. 


owned by the Churches of Britain) the 

= Authour was ſomewhat TnſtruFed-in 

from his Childhood; and had heard but little of 
their contraries, till a few years ſince, that he fell in 


HE General Heads of this Diſcourſe, 
(with other ſound Principles, generally 


' acquaintance with ſome who held the General Point : 


Thar, he means,which would make the Grace of God 
in Chriſt, to be General and alike to All ; ſuſpend- 
ing the whole ſucceſs thereof on the Humane Will 3 
without any peculiar Aſſiſtance afforded to Any, but 
what is given in Common #xto Men. Which yet he 
thinks more rightly term'd General, as having the 
Generality of Men in Nature, for Abettors of it. Not 
that he thinks All who hold for it, to be in a Natural 


ſtate 3, For, as of Moſt the Judgement is better than 


their praiſe; ſo, of Some he hopes the prattiſe may 
be ſounder than their Judgment : But ſo to hold, and 
praFiſe accordingly, he cannot but judge extremely 
perilous to the Souls of Men. 

Divers occaſ;onal conferences he had with thoſe of 
That way: In all which he found it their drift to 
Inſinnate that Principle : ( Not caring much to diſ- 
courſe of any thing elſe, but ſtill diverting into that 
channell : ) And this, with that Confidence of their 
own,and contempt of the contrary Judement 5 ſuch un- 
comly RefleFions (jrom ſome of them) upon their Op- 
ponents, and ſlight regard of the Scriptures brought a- 

a 3 gainſt 
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| . An Accompt of the 
gainſt them ;, as in no wiſe beſeem'd a Contending for 
the Faith. L | | 

He alſo _ their opinion moſtly grounded upon 
words and phraſes of a variable interpretation 5 Not 
weighing the Scope of the Text,nor how the ſenſe they 
gave of it, might accord with thoſe of a contrary In 
port. It was ſtill their way, to bring Thoſe that were 
plain and expreſs, to be tryed by thoſe of a doubtful 
ſound: Whereas ted) the contrary Conrſe had beer 
more Regular, and likely to find-ont the Truth. 

Not that any Scripture is doubtful in it ſelf, or 
wonld ſeems ſo to us 5, were the ſcope and context right- 
ly nnderſtood : But, the ſame word being uſed in di- 
vers places to a different purpoſe 5 for want of well- 


obſerving, or rightly taking the Scope, is eaſily turn'd 


from its proper Intendment. 

Tt is true, he found among them a general agree- 
ment againſt our DoFrine of El:#ion : and yet, as 
much differins among themſelves as they do front 
4 :'Some holding EleFion, pon Faith foreſeen; O- 
thers, That Men are taken into delightful Love when 
they do attually beleive, and not before; Others of 
them, That there is no Man EleGed till he hath Per- 


ſevered in Believing to the laſt Moment of his life 3 


And Others agen, That there is noElection at all, of 
particular perſons as ſuch, but of the intire ſpecies of 
Men from Eternity. OE 

This put hinrapon ſearching the Scriptures more 
Setly, touching the DodFrine of EleFzon 5 Wherein the 
farther hewent, the more he was confirm'd in what 


' he had firſt veceiv'd. And as he went-0n, found thoſe 
other - Points of Peculiar Redemption, Effectual 


Calling, 
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| Treatiſe and Publication. 
Calling, and Final Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with 
That of Eledion, and dependent thereon 4 as very 
Naturally induced a Diſeulſion of Thaſe alſo. And as 
Preparatory thereto, it ſeemed expedient to preface tho 
whole with the Dodrine of God's Sovereignity 7; the 
reaſons whereaf,mith its uſefullneſs, you will find in the 
Treatiſe it ſelf. Tt alſo lay before him, to obſerve, What 
uſeful TnſtruFions deriv'd from theſe DoFrines,above 
Thoſe of the contrary tenor. 
of thisWork was oft-times a Stop and Laying-aſide, 
as Reſolv'd to proceed no farther : Not ſo much fron 
the want, as Redundancy, of Matter, which be con- 
ceiv'd to be in the Scriptures for it 5 but found him- 
Self too-narrow to make-it-ont : Partly alſo, from the 
difficulty of bringing his ſcattered Miſcellaneous 


. Notes, to a Conſiſtency. But, by one Impreſling Oc- 
- currence or Other, it ſtill Reviu'd and went-on a- 


freſh; till at leugth,bis Gleanings grew into a ſhock; 
Which then he bound-np and deſigned it a Legacy to 
his Children, To whom onely be thought to commend it. 

But, ſo it was, (in the Providence of God, )That 
ſome parts thereof came to the view and hearing of 
ſeveral Antient and Sober Chriſtians, who expreſt a 
very hearty Reſentment and Approbation of it 5 Aﬀes 
Gionately wiſhing it might be printed, for more gene- 
ral uſe ; as That which might help to confirm the Te- 
zure of Thoſe already poſſeſs d of the Truth,but ſtill re- 
main ſubj ef to ſifting, 

One amongſt them(who had caſt a favourable Ajped 
on the contrary Point;,) profeſſed himſelf well-ſatisfi- 
ed with what he had found in this, touching the Impo- 


tency of natural Free-will, tho' aſſeſted with General 
Grace 5 
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Judgment he woul 


oY th... 
' An Accompt of theTreatiſe and Publication. 
Graces; Urging alſo the publiſhing of it, For that he 
thought, the plainneſs thereof might render it more 
Convincing to ſome - were looking another way ) 
than learned Diſputes. 

Another Conſideration (which alſo had its weight ) 
was laid in the Ballance 5, viz. The uſefulneſs it might 
be of, To antidote young Profeſſors (or Probationers in 
Religion; )who being ſcarſe out of the ſhell of their Na- 
tural VUnderſtanding,are pronely Receptive of Notions 
that ſpring from a Covenant of Wor ks;which,by means 
of ſo familiar a diſcourſe of Nature's weakneſs, with 
the Neceſſity and Invincible = of Divine Grace, 
they might happily be Armed-againſt. 

Repeated inſtances prevailed ( at length) for a wil- 
lingneſs to make it publick3in caſe it ſhould alſo obtain 
Approbation from —_— Divines 5, whoſe Teft and 

firſt ſubmit it unto : Retaining 
(nevertheleſſe_) a deep ſenſe of his manifold inſuffici- 
ency for ſuch a work; and praying, that his perſonal 
weakneſs and obſcurity may not prejudice the Truth. 

I ſhall only add(by the way)a word of Religions e- 
ducation : That tho it do not confer Grace, yet it 
may prove (and hath ſo to many )a good Preſervative 
from evils-in prattice,and errours in Judgment;which 
others (who had not that Merciful advantage ) have 
more aptly fell-into. Beſides, When God comes to work, 
effeFually ; Thoſe Notions of ſin, of Chriſt, and of 
Grace, (of which before,they had but the Form: ) have 
proved of ſingular uſe to facilitate the work. 

The Lord vonchſafe His preſence withit | Amen. 


PRACTICAL. 
DISCOURSE 


Gods Sovereignty. 


His Great and Fundamental Attribute Ihave 
choſe to begin with , as a meet Introdudi- 
on to the following diſcourſe 3 Tt being in- 
deed,the foundation of all 3 and that which 
gives Life and Virtue to every Divine 
Truth ; Without the knowledge whereof, ( in ſome mea « 
ſare ) and practical yielding thereto , we ſhall waut a prin- 
cipal means of quicting our underſtandings, touching the 
Points that follow. I gather the ſum of what I intend, 
into this Propoſition 3 viz, 


That, Sovereign Power belongs to God, 


By [ Sovereiga Power | I underftand,that abſolute Domini« 
on, which the Great God, bleſſed for ever , hath over his 
— to diſpoſe and determine 'them, as ſeemeth him 
good, | 


B That 


(i he nt s & "T A 
27: 13k ones ate Wed re77 
26 1614/ I. Al : my = 


A Pradfical diſcourſe 


That there is ſach a Power , and that this Power belongs 
to God, noother Reaſon needs be afſign'd , but that He is 
Grd, and there is ne beſides him ; There can be no 
more, becaufe (x ) Therecan be but one Tufinitez for ſuch 
a being fs Heaven and Earth 3 and ſo, no place or room for 


_ another. | (2)) There can bebut one Omyipotcit 3 For , He 


that is ſuch , hath all others undcr his fect 3 Belides, where 
One can do all, more would be impertinent. (3) There can 
be but one Supream 3 - Supream power may rcfide in Many 3 
C as m mixt Monarchics and Commen-wealths, )but as Law- 
makers and Supream ,. they are biit One. (47 There can be 
but one firſt Cauſe, from which, all beings clſe derive their 
Original 3 and that is, this bleſſed Oxe we are {peaking ot) 
Of whom.,and for whom are all things , 1 Cor. $. 6. And it he 
be the Anthor of all, he needs muſt have a Sovereign Right 
and Power to determine all; as to their being, {2 alſo,to their 
Order, Efficacy, and End. 

It is a Truth fo natural,and obvious to Reaſon it (elf; that 
other proof ſeems as needleſs, as that the Sun is the fountain 
of light : Nor ſhall I ſuppoſe , thatany who will read this 
diſcourſe, can ſo far forget themſelves to be Creatures, as to 
{cck a proof of their Creatoss Sovereignty 3 The things that 
are ſeen,ſo loudly proclaiming his Eternal power and God- 
head. But fince, with our caly admitting the Non , it is 
none of the {malleft diffcalti.s, to own it in our pradtiſe,and 
bear our ſelves anſwerably towards him; Since alfo, ſo huge 
a weight is born on the ſhoulders of this Supream Attribute, 
and our ſouls are ſo highly concern'd in the intereſt and influ- 
exces Of it 3 it necds mult be our duty, and well worthy our 
time, to Jook o'r the Inſtances of it, and-to mark and con(t- 
der them well; as things greatly importing our Inftruction; 
whercby ws may know ſomething of the Greatxeſs of that 
God.,in whoſe hands our ſouls arc ; as alſo, of our infinite 
diſtance from him,and nothingneſsto him ; and ſo, with the 
more humbleneſs of mind, and ſelf-abaſement as alſo, with 
the more Faith, and Ercature-like athance, ſubmit unto him, 
and bear our ſelves upon him, 


To this end, the Scriptures have inrolled divers A” 
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Of Gods Sovereignty, &c, 

of Sovereignty, by which,as by ſo many footſteps, weare 
led to the Abſolute Will, and Power of God,as the Cauſe and 
Ruler of all. : 

The Great Act of Sovercignty was Gods Decree tor 
making the World, and of doing, or permitting to be done 
what ever ſhould be in it, to the folding uf it up» The 
Heavens and the Earth, and all the hofts of them, as yet had 
no being: It was at his pleaſure, whether he would make 
them or not : And it he would , whit being he would give 
them 3, to what Exd, and how that end ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed. Aud that theſe were all alcertain'd by the Decree, is 
evident 3 For, known unto God were all his works ( which he 
would do in time ) from the beginning of the World. The 
ſcheme and ſubſtance whereof, (andI hope, without in- 


traſion) nay be drawn to thiseffed : That the Great God - 


being infinitcly good and bleſſed in himfelf; wasalſo inti- 
nitely prempt and well-pleaſed to Communicate of that his 
bleſſedneſs ; To which end , he defigned to raiſe up Crea- 
tures, Angels and Men : That for the manifeſtation of his 
Sovereignty, He would confirm a certain number of thoſe 
Angels in their primitive ſtate, leaving the reſt to them- 
ſelves : Who falling from that ſtate , ſhould be caſt down, 
and reſerved inchains of darknefs unto the judgment of the 
great day. That in this lower World , he would ſet up the 


- firſt Man to be the head and Repreſentative ofa)l that ſhould 


come of him, That this ſingle perſon ſhould be created in 
the Image of God,fit to cnjoy Communion with him,and cn- 
dued with power to abide tFerein, That to manifeſt the 
weakneſsof Creatures, and their perpetual dependence up- 
on God ; he would thus leave him to his firſt ſtock : and be- 
ing ſolett, the fallen Angel tempting him to diſobedience , 
and alſo prevailing 3 both himſc}f, and all his poſterity by 
this Revolt, ſhould tall under the curſe. That for the de- 
claration of his Soverciga Grace , He would (and accor- 
dingly did 3choole a certain number of Adam's polterity, 
and ordainthem to eternal life : And to make known the 
power of his wrath and his juſt diſpleaſure againſi fin , he 
would leave the Rett in that ftate of perdition they would 


B 2 bring 


As 15. 18; 
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Fob 26. 7. 


ff PraG@ical Diſcourſe 


bring themſelves into : That -of theſe Veſſels of wrath » 
Satan himſelf ({ whom they choſe to follow ) ſhould be the 
Head and Ruler; asalſo, over them that were Ele&ed,, for 
a time 3 viz until the Meſſiah, ( their true and proper 
Head , and into whom he had choſen them) ſhould reſcue 
them out of his power. That to this cnd, (and that he 
might alſo be known to be jet , as well as Mercifal in 
juſtifying of them ) the Son of God ſhould take on him the 
place of a ſecond Adm, and come into the world with an 
humane body ; In which he ſhould fullfil all Rightcouſ- 


. neſs, and by the infinite virtue and merit of his death, 


ſhould fatisfy the Law in all its demands 3 deſtroy the De - 
vil; diſſolve his works 3 and Reconcile the Elc& unto 
God: That he ſhould be raiſed again from the dead , and 
inveſted with all power befitting the Captain of their 
Salvation: and ſo , might eftectually miniſter to them 
whatever ſhould be requilite for bringing thoſe his Sons 
to glory. This I take tobe theſum of God's Decree 3 the 
Great Enligne or Standard Royal of Sovereignty > whereof 
all the other Enſigns are Efefs or conſequents , and ſubor- 
dinaze thereto. 

The firſt viſible Enſign of Sovereignty was Creation, 
or, God's giving the World an attual exiftence , 1n timeyac- 
cording to his Decree from everlaſting > Bringing that huge 
{ yet void and formleſs ) Maſs, at firli, out of Nothing; and 
then this glorious fabrick out of that Confuſion: His hang- 
ing the Earth upon nothing : His athgning to every 
ſort of Creatures, fuch Form and Station , Order, Uſe 
and Efficacy 3 and impreſſing ontbem, ſuch Laws and In- 
ſins of nature, as ſeemed him good 3 which alſo was 
effe&ed by his word ; what he would, was doxe with that 
immediate ſuddennefs , as if the things themſclves had pro- 
ceeded withhis breath. The inſtant production of light:The 
waters (eperating from the other Elements, and gathering 
into a body , and their going up and down to the place He 
had ſounded for them ; with many others (of which ye have 
an Index in the tirlt of Geneſis) are witneſſes of it; as alſo, His 
lo fixing this* ſtabliſhment, that they continue this day accor- 


ding to bis Ordinance, Pl. 119, 91» Con- 
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Of God's Sorvereigty, &c- 

Conſcquent to this , as a fecond -Enſign of Scvereiguty, 
1s that #xiverſal Providence , by which the Creation 15 fze- 
ftaized, and all inferivur Cauſes guided to their deligned 
Exd; and this, notwithſtanding all ſuppoſtable accidents , 
which might poſſibly come between, to obſtruct or divert 
them : And that the Creatures have , at times, deviated 
from their tirſt Rule and ſettlemcnt, is no derogation to the 


' Dodtrine of Gods Sovercignty 3 but rather an illuſtration of 


itz as ſhewing, thet the Creatures are (till in Hs hand, as 
Clay in the Potters. Hence we hind their mnnate propenſions 
to be foretimes ſuſpended, Otherwhiles acted beyoxd 3 
and at times again , quite coxirary to, thelaw of their na- 
ture; and this, not caſually , nor by-the force of created 
powers, nor yet for any private or ſelf concern but toſerve 
tome ſpecieland ſuperiour End , which their Lord had to be 
done: To inſtance a frw And 

1+ Of Creatures without life : As, the windows of Hea- 
ven opening , and the fountains of the great deep breaking 
rp, ( Notwithſtanding the Firmament above, and the 
bcunds bencath,) to drown the world of ungodly men, Gen. 


' 7.11, and1i2. The Red Sea's dividing and ſtanding up 


25S a wall, to make way for his Pcop!'s eſcape: The 
Sun and Moon's ſtanding ill, till they were avenged 
on their. Enemies: The Stars, to the ſame end, kobe. 
ing againſt Siſerz : The Suns going back in Ahaz his Di- 
al, to help Hezekiabs Faith : The fiery Furnace devouring 
thoſe, at a diſtance, who caſt in thoſe holy Confefſors 3 
and not ſo much as touching them that were caſt into it: 
The winds and the Seas, (which are ſuch turbulent and law- 
leſs Creatures) they ſtir not,nor breathe,but to frl/ill bs word, 
Pf. 148. 4+ Mark 4. 39. | | 

2. Of living Creatures, that have not the uſe of Reaſon : 
Hgw readily went they by pairs into Noah's Ark, at Gods 
appointment ! The Frogs, Lice, Locuſts, &c. with what 
ſupernatural boldneſs did they affault and perplex the Egyp- 
tians) That the Magicians themſelves confeſſed, the finger 
of God was in it:and as firangely withdrew,when their work 
was done. Witneſled alſo, by the dumb Afs's reproving the 
B 3 Pro- 
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1K. 13. 24+ Prophets madneſs : The Lion's killing the ſeduced vagets 


1K.17.6, 


D.n 6, 22,24, 


Gen 12. 4. 
Gen. 32 2, 


ver, IO, 


Lev | IO, 2, 3. 
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for breaking God's command 3 yet not cating the carca(s,nor 
tearing his Als. A Ravenous bird bringing Elijah food in his 


ſolitary condition. The Whales receiving Foxah,and at Gods 


command, caſting him on dry Land, without harm: Foxah 
I+ 1-7. with ch. 2. x0. And the Lyons not hurting Daxielin 
their Devn ; yet greedily devouring his accuſers. It muſt 
needs be 2 Sovereign power , which thus Intends, Reſtrains, 
Inverts, the courſe of nature, at his will. 
Thirdly, Another Enſign aſſerting Gods ſupremacy, and 
Rightful Dominion , is the general Vote and ſubſcription of 
Men, cſpecially, the moft knowing , and ſuch as beſt under- 
flood him : They ownit , (1) Intheir Practiſe or Adionsz 
Abel ofters the firſtlings of h's Flock to God: Gey. 4. 3, 
Abraham leaves hisnative Country , at Gods command , to 
g0 he knew not whether : He alſo offers his only and inn9- 
cent ſon aac, in whole lite and poſterity all Nations were 
tobe bleſſed. Fob, when ſtript of all, falls down and wor- 
ſhips, Fob 1. 2x , When his two ſons were deſtroyed by 
fire from Heaven, Aaron held his peace : El, when that 
tingling ſentence was denounccd againſt his houſe 5 I: 3s the 
Lord (fays he) lerhim d» as ſeemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3.13. 
Deavii, when diiven from Gods SanQtuary, and his throne 
uſurp*d by Abſolom, Behold here I am let him d1 to me as ſeem- 
eth good to bim, 2. Sam. 15.25, The menof Nineveh, their 
deſtruction was pronounced peremptorily 3 of which they 
had nopromile of Remilſion 3 and conſequently , no viſible 
ground of hope yet they believed God, faſted, lay in ſacks 
cloth, and turned from their evil way, Fonab 35+ (2) They 
likewiſe own it in their confeffions and atteſtations : Melts 
chiſedeck ttiles him, The M/t Hizh God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven 
and Earth, Gen. 14. 19. and Abrabamdoth the like, verſe 22. 
Fob profeileth,that though he were Righteous, yet it Gd will 
contend with him, he will xt anſwer, but make ſupplication 
to his Fudge, Job 9g. ix The Lord bath made all things for 
himſelf, Prov. 16. 1+ For his pleaſure they are an4 were crea» 
ated , Rev. 4+ 11. Weare the Clay and th.u our Potter, Ia, 
64. $. He workth all things after the Cotucel of his own - = 
ph. 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 
Eph..1. 11. He giveth not account of any of his matters , 
Job 33+ 1 3. In his hand is the ſoul of every living thing , chap» 
12,: 0. He is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh , Numb. 16,22. 
All Natio.1s before him, are leſs than Nothing and Vanity, l(a 
4c 17 He ſtilstbe tumalt of the people, Pl. 65.7. If it 
be of God ye cannot aterthrow it, As 5. 39. The Councelof 
the Lord, that ſhallſtand, Pr0s 1 9. 21. The lot is cait into ih. 
lap > but the whole diſpoſing thereof is of the Lord,Pro. 16. 23. 
The Kingdome is the Lords, and hes Governor am ing the Na- 
tions, Vl. 22, 23+ Thou Lord art exalted above all G:ds, Pl. 
97+ 9« Nebuchadnezzar , that proud and poteut Monarch, 
whole greatneſs reached unto Heaven, and bis dominion to the 
ed of the Earth , All Nations trembled before him, whom be 
would,be flew and wh:m he would,he kept alive, whoſaid in 
his beart I will aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne 
above the Stars of God : T will be likg the moſt high::: And 
who is that God,that ſhall delivey out of my haxd ?- Yet even 
hc,this Child of pride , is made to contcts One higher than 
himſelf, and to bow before him 3 proclaiming co the World, 
That ihe moſt High d th according to bis will, #4 the Army of 


Heaven and among the Inhabitants of the Karth., and none can 


itay bis hand, cr ſay #nto him', what dojt, thow.? Dana 4+ 224 
ch 5. 19+cÞ» 3« 15. ch. 4. 3435, and 373 verſes, and Ifa. 
14+;,13, 14» It might farthcr be inftanced in Cain, Pha* 
rob, Baalam , and other wicked mcnz how they were for- 
ced (ag-tnſt thcir wills ) to acknowledge the Sovereignty of 
God z as appears by comparing Exod. 5 ,2+ with cv. g. 27, 
28. and Nu nb. 22+ 18. Darius allo, in Dan. 5. 26, 
2742.0 | : 

Fourthly, Another evidence ct witneſs, we have from the 
Angels, who are great in power: Notwithſtanding which , 
they doperfely own and ſubmit to theSovereignty of God. 
Where Subjeds are numerous, wiſe, aud magnanimous 3 
and withall, perfectly ſubmiſs to the will of their Lord; it 
argues,their Lord is an abſolute Sovereign: And ſuch are the 
Angels, 1. The Ele or Good Angels: Theſe ſhew it by their 
ready ſubmiſhon to any ſervice He' is pleaſed to appoint 
them : They are Geds Ietlligencers ; Not that he needs 
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Zach, 6, 6.637, 


4 Pradkical Diſcourſe | 
thcir adviſes, but to manifeſt his Sovereign greatneſs : They 
are alſo his Meſſengers , He ſends them on His errands, to 
"negotiate His atfairs among men, and to reveal His purpo- 
{es concerning this lower world 3 as appears by many Scrip- 
tures. They are His Chariots, PC. 68. 17. His Reapers, Mat. 
1 3-39,49- The Executioners of His Judgments, 2.Sam. 24.16 
2 Ke19+ 35-and Chriſts attendants at Hiscoming, Math. 25.3x 
The Apoliate Angels, or wicked ſpirits : though the 
teltimouy we have from them, is not from love or good 
wall, yet iSit as greatan evidence of Gods Soverciguty , as 
any : other 4 in that , being enemies to God , proud, 
and imperious, they are yet over-awed, and conſtrained to 
ſubmit : we find them ſabje&- to His rebukes, Zech. 3. 2. 
Aud henceit was, that the Devil anſ{werd not again, when 
that drcadtul (entence was pronounced upon him for ſeduce- 
ing /our fir{t Parents : we have him alfo preſenting himſelf 
betore' the*. Lord ," fo give account of his ations 3 and 
76b.2.r,6, touch: Foh, or any thing he had, he durſt not, without leave 
from God , nor vary 2 jot' from the rule prefcribed him. 
* In the Evanyeliſts are many inſtances of Chriſts commanding 
them forth with auth-rity yea, a whole legion at once, 
Lathe: 8430s 32; 33. Nor could they ſo much as enter into 
the Swine , without his leave, Mark 5, 12-*And,- which 
is more, they were ſubje& to the Apoſtles ; ' who had but a 
delegated, or ſecond-hand power committcd to them, Luk- 
IO. 17. © 
Fifthly, we have the Lord himſelf aſſerting His Sovereign 
Prerogative, In how lofty a ſtile, and wich what Imperial 
authority, doth He utter himſelf to Pharaoh! And in very deed 
for this canſe have T raiſed thee-np\, for to ſhery my power on 
thee: Exod 9. 16; The*, le quotes the place to: prove, 
that God may raiſe up meF;” and appoint them to what uſe 


and ſervice he will, Rom. 9.17. Who hath made the ſeeing or 
the blind, have' n:+ T the Lord? Exod-4e, Tr. Tkil and F 
make alive: Deut: 32. 39+ Emill ſher merty on whom T will 
few mercy © Exod. 33: 19+ Famthe firſt, andTamthelaſt 
and beſides me thert is no God ; and who as T, ſhall call and 


frall deelareit , and ſet it in order before me: ſince T Ren 
| the 
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the ancient people, and the things that are coming and tha't 
come ? Tile 44+ 6,7» My Conncel ſhall land, I will do ail wy 
pleaſure, ch 46. 10, ch. 40. 12. tothe end. My word {k,at! 
accompliſh that which I pleaſe 3, it ſhall proſper is the thing 
whereto I ſendit, Iſa. 55. 11, And if the Prophet be decei- 
v4 , Tthe Lord havedeccived that Prophet , an4 Twill deſtray 
him, Eck. 14+ 9, A rcmarkable ſtory t» the ſame purpoſe , 
we bavein the x. Kings, 22. touching the lying ſpirit, and 
the cſtectual Commillon he had from God,to perſwade, and 
alſo to prevail, How ſhoald we tremble before God, at the 
hearing of ſuch a word ! But yet , Ido not rec&9n thz lalt 
two as acts of pure Sovereignty but rathzr , as paniſhing 
one {in, by leaving to another : Becauſe that wu thy kuew 
God, they glorified Him n:t as God 3 Nor liked to retain Him 
in their knowledge, God gave them ver to a Keprobate mind? 
Rom: 1.21 & 28. (Notwithſtanding which) there 15 an im- 
preſſion of Sovereignty 3 in that he deals not ſo with all 
who arc alike obnoxious to it. 

Sixthly, Another Enſign is form'd of thoſe ſeveral As 
and Iu{titmtes, which cannot be derived ( at leaſt, fo proper- 
Jy and immediately ) from any other Attribute, as that of 


Sovereignty : I (hall inſtance a few 3 viz The putting of _ 


Man's everlaſting condition, upon his eating or Not- eating 
the fruit of ſuch a Tree, Gen. 2. 16, 17- In not deſtroy- 
ing Adam preſently upon his diſob:diencez And in the free 
promiſe of a Saviour, anſonght wt? for it , Gen 3.15. 
In prote&ing Cairn, when he had forfeited his lite to 
Juſtice , Gen-.j- 15, In Preſerving Ham .trom the deluge, 
though as wicked as thoſe that p:riſhed , ch. 7. 13 & 16. 
In ordering the blefling to Facob, who ſought it unduly; 
and denying it to Eſay, who ſovight it diligen:ly, and to 
whom it belong'd of natural Rigt/G22n : 27: I 9, 3438. 
In the ſudden turning of Eſzu's heart to love Tacob, 


: whom he: had znveterately hated ,and came with full par- 


pole. to deſtroy him : yet, wm a trice, his-heart is melted, he 
weeps. on his Neck, and offers himſelf and ſoldiers to be 
his Convoy, Gen. 27-45, with chap.3 2.6. and ch. 33+4,12e 
In cauſing a fear to fall on theAmari:es , that they did 
($ not 


Go 


Þ 


Math. 11 2r, 
As 16:67, 

Mark 4.31,12, 
Luke 8 10, 


I Sam. $.1, 


Ii Chr,13,9,10. 
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A PraTical diſcourſe 
not purſue Tzcob, when highly provoked by his Sons cru- 
elty on the Men of Sechem, Gen. 35.5 In ſending to 
Sihon a meſſage of peace, when He had determin'd to 
cut him off ; and tothatend, had hardened his ſpirit , and 
made him #bſtinate, D.ut . 2.26, 27, 28, 20,30. Incaufing 
thoſe nations to deſtroy one axother , who came leagued to 
deſtroy His people, 2 Chron. 20.1, 2 2, 23 verſes. In de- 
tiroying Eſan's mount Irrepairably, and for ever ; when as 7/- 
rael, whoſe land alfo was full of fin, ſhallnot be forſaken , 
Obadver.g,16,18,21. and Mal.1,q. Eſpecially, conſidering, 
that theſe were the ſeveral effe&s of His loving theOne, and 
bating the other, and that before they had done either good (1 
evil, vr. 2,5. aid Rom.g.1 1,13. In ſending Ezekiel toa re- 
bellious houſe that would wot bear; and xt ſending him to 
them that wowld, Ezek, 3.6, 7.ch. 12.2-and 3- Inhidin 
the Myfteries of His kingdom from the wiſe pratumned 
revealing them to Babes, Math. x1.25. And ſpeaking in 
parables to the Maltitude, leſt they ſhould be converted. 


In punithing (ſometimes) for leſſer treſpaſſes, and that th 


verely, and m his own ; whiles winking at thoſe ot -« greater 


magnitude in other men : Moſes is excluded Canaay for a 


hafty word,though ſmartly provoked;when Fonah'sbutmild- 
ly reproved for paſſionately expoſtulatings Vzzab dies for but 
touching the Ark,when the Philitimsborc it away-inrrinmp's 
Hezeki#b but ſhews the Ambaſſidours from Brbylon,. his 
houſe and treaſures and for this, his ſons and all muſt go 
into captivity. Not that any fin is little in it {cl, or puniſh - 
ed beyond the demerit of it : but, the Lord is pleaſed thus to 
doe, partly to ſhewhis diſpleaſtire againſt fin, 'and that He 


*will not bear with it, even in thoſe that:are-deareft toHim : 
but partly alſo ( if notchicfly, in ſach like caſes) tolſet forth 


His Sovereign Greatzeſr,and the wncontroulablexeſrof His mat- 
ters. The 73 Pſalm is full to theſame purpole, Thet allo 
of Fob, and the manner of God's dealings with him, is mach 


t0 be remark'd: He had lived a very firiftand holy lite, ( Nos 


a Man like Job, in all rhe earth ;the Lord himſelf ſeems to 
glory in him)unto'which, all outward bleſſings were pro- 
miſed, and freedom from ſuch ſufferings 3and when bercft 
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of all, beld faſt his rntegfiy.yet the Lofd gots'ofl toafflicthim, 
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* x 
« | 


means of obtaining his bling, though .contrary to his fa+ 
ther's intenament. Mes, a keeper of Sheep, a Man flow 
of ſpeech, and one that had' no mind to the work ; ſhall 
be God's Ambaſſagour to Phiraih, ( the proudeſt and, 
moſt inflexible' Monarch 'upon earth » and bring Tfraet 
out of bondage. And who'ſhall' be His Commander in 
chiet, to deliver His Pcop!e from their potent oppreſſors > 
but Deb:rab, a Woman”, At another time, Gideon, whoſe fa- 
mily was poor in Manaftch, and be the leaft in his father's 
bouſe: And though he had a numerous and powerfull enen,y 
to decal with, and (one would think)had need of a)l the 
hands he could make, to tight them yet, bis Army of 
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Two and thirty thouſand , muſt be reduced to Three hu- 
dred Mcn 3 and they to have no other Arms, but trum- 
pets and Lamps ia thr pitchers: and by theſe He delivers 
them from that huge hotte. And much like this, was $Sham- 
gar's killing Six hundred Men with an Ox-goad 3 and 
Sam} n a Thouſand , with the jaw-bone of an Aſs. It 
may further be traced, in His producing contrary efte &s 
by the ſame cauſe 3 and then again , the ſame effect by 
cauſes contrary. So Daniel had a fairer countenance with 
pulſe and water, than thoſe who cat of the King's own 
provilion, Dan 1-15. Ta cauſing thewrat h of Man to 
turn to His praiſe z which in the nature and tendency 
of it,” is to deſtroy tkem that praiſe him. By His catching 
the wiſe in their own craftineſsz and cauſing them to 
fall by their own deviſes; Plungeing them in their own 
ditch. 1 Kings. 22425,22,30, 34-ver The perſecution 
of the Saints at Feruſulem, was dcligned to ſuppreſs the 


 dodtrine of Chrilt 3 which yet was thereby 4iſperſed in- 


to many Countrcys, and cauſed to grow mightily : {o, The 
Preacher's impriſonment proved to the furthcrauce of the 
Goſpel. And tince the Scriptures were finiſhed, humane 
ſtorics and our own obſervation , doe abundantly fiand 
for the Mattcr in hand : Doe but contider how 3t 
prevailed, to the dethroning of Satan, and turning the 
World uplide down 3 and this by means the weakeſt 
and moſt unlikely ( to Reaſon ) that could be pitch'd 
upon : Not the Sword and Epearz the Bowe and Battel- 
ax; the barded Horſe, ard the Martial Heroes of the 
Earth ; but by the bare wordof God : And this, not 
by the hand ofthe learned, Scribes and Phariſees, Lawyers, 
Doors, Pocts, Phil ſophers 3 but by poor illitcrate Fiſhermen, 
Carpenters , Publicans, Tent-makgers : And who ſhall bc 
the *ubjes and party Militant of this never-to- be-con- 
quered kingdom ? Not the JV/iſe and Prudent , Mighty 
and Noble ; but Babes, the poor weak, baſe, deſpiſed, and 
things that are not 5 andby theſe He confounds the things 


_ that are. And by what Arms? Patience and faith in the 


blo:d of the Lamb. 
Conſider 
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Conſider alſo, the conſtant perſecution of the Church, and 
that by Mcn of all ſorts, eſpecially, Thoſe of greateſt power 
and policy; the barbarous devaſtations that have *been made 
upon it 3 and with what implacahle exmity the World is 
edgcd againſt it 5 and that yet it tands invincible , and 18 
Rill gct1ing gronad 5 ye cannot but acknowledge, the evi-- 
dent toot-ſteps of Sovereign Porrey 3 That the Myjt High bear- 
th Rule over all; and as fer the Councels of the wiſe, He turn- 
cth them backroard, Ia. 44. 25. Dan. 4+ 25, 25+ Wt 

Eighthly, An «ſþccial Ray of this glorious Power, ſhines 
forth in Ged's ada! predominating the Spirits of Men as 
at firſt,in chooſing 3 ſonow,in Calling and Converting whom 
He will. One would think that a Rational being ſhould 
bettcr diſcern his own intereſt 3 and out of choice , com-' 
ply with the will of his Mzker, as who muſt necds belt 
know, what is beſt for His Creature z and who, in Reaſqn, 
can have no other deſign upon him, but his own good. But, 
we find it otherwiſe > the beſt things degenerated turn the 
worſt, and are hardlieſt reduc'd; Ot all Creatures, Man 
fallen, doth moſt avert, impugn, and rclilt, when God 
would turn him out of his natural courſe 3 Notwithftand- 
ing, that the foreſt of evils do attend his preſent ſtate 3 and 
all delirable happineſs would apparently follow his change. 
Yet, fo wedded he isto his Lutts, and head-ſtrong in his 
ownWill; that none of theſe things move him : But On 
he goes, and On he will ; yea,thouzh an incenſed Angel,with 
a drawn {word, ſhould withſtand him. Tocruſhthem to 
thing, or break them iz pieces, were eaſily effefted 3 a 
little of Divine Power would do that : But, to humble a 
prond aud lofty Spirit 3 To ſifteu and melt an ob4urate heart 3 
To tame, meeken, and reconcile, a Sanguinary. Rebel , To 
change the very inwards of One habjtuated in Sin and enmity 
againſt Gcd, and make him plyable to Divine impreſſions 3 
This highly proclames the exceeding Greatneſs of His Pow» 
er; *tis a glorious Trophee of TD ;jz;ye Sovereignty: Which 


| allo is farther conſpicuous, in Maintaining the work begun 3 


and bearing it on through all oppoſitions : For, there needs 
the ſame Power to preſerve the new Creation, as at firli to 
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exiſe it: The way of God, being alioge 


y of her upwards and 
ſupernaturall ,; there's a great pronene 


t 
e 1n creatures to 


Revolt from itz ( like a Rolling ſtone on' the ſeep of 


& hill) The Remains of old nature; would: torrent-like 
bear down all; if Sovercign' Power did not barr up the 
One, ant ſuſtain the Other. For a/ſpark, of Divine native 
to live inthe" breſt, of « lapſed Creature, is as great a miracle 
end: as high an effec of Sovereign Power, as all the In- 
ſtances before enumerated, and Mnre. 

Laſily,, The Sovereignty of God, is moſt glorious and 
adorable', in Ordaining His own ſon, who was bly , 
harmleſs, u1defiled;- and ſeperate from' ſinners, and was alſo 
United to! the Second Perſox',, to be the Mediator, and to 
make His ſou] an offering for fin : And then, in His 
Eternal diſpoſing of Mens everlaſting condition. To ſhew, 
or: #0: to ſkew, Mercy unto Men equally dignified ( or 
zather, Indignified ) in themſelves3- To make, of the ſane 
lump; one! Veſſel to honour , and-another to diſhonour 3 is 
the' higheſt a& and demonſtration of Sovereign power 
concerning: Men :: Which thing , when cver' we hear of, 
or think upon 3' we ſheuld put our mouths in the duſts 


Before Icornit'to the Inferences, I would add a Caution 
or two, to preverit tho!e finifter dedu@ious, which 
our' deceitfall hearts' may be apt to draw from this Sover- 
cign Truth : | 

- Firſt; Sce that' you make not God the Author of ſin, 
by chargirg His {acred-Decrees with Men's Miſcarriages 
as if they were the Caxfe or Occafioy of them z which we 


are {ure they' are; #0, nor cax be; any more than the: 


Sun is [the cauſe of darkneſs.” Be it: alwaies remembred , 
That the: Lord's Reje&ing of Men puts nothing of evil 
into them-z Nor necetfitates the will; It only leaves them 
to their own wayes, which they treely chooſe : yet Banking 
them in and -{foppiryy them (up; as He did the Fountains 
of the Great Deep; left they Delwze the* World with fi. 

Secondly , - Go not: about 'to* pattiate, Nor' think to 
cxtenuate your ſit, by Arguments tetcht from thoſe hw 
That 
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Of Gods Spvereignty, &c: 5 
Tha fin of the I:ws in Crucifying Chrift, was in no wiſe, 
leſſened 3 becauſe the Comncel of God had determin'd the thing 
YN to be done : For, they perpetrated it with wicked hands. 
4 Nor is any Man's Unbelict e'r the lefs culpehle, tram -Gad's 
Eternal diſp:ſemext of Mens conditions; For, it is not upon 
that confidcration, that they {tumble at the Word, or turn 
the deat car toitz orrelifſt it ; but from their own natural 
b blindneſs and enmity againſt it. 
L And ſo I come to the Inferences : And - 
Firſt, From the Scriptures ſo copionſly holding it forth, Infer. 1+ 
I infer, That the DoGtrine of God's Sovereignty is a very 
teaching Dotrinc, and full of inſtruction; and conlcquent- 
ly, that it is both a Dxzy, and much for our Profit, to be wel! 
acquainted with it : And great canfidence I have, That the 
farther ye goin an humble fiducjal diſquiſition, and con- 
ternplation of it 3 the clearer will be the Reaſon thereot 
and the more uſcfulneſs will fill appear to be in it. Let Rea- 
ſon but keep its own place 3 ( that is, let;it work by the 
Rules of Right Reaſon)and nothing will be more conſonant 
thereto, than that 1be Mot High ſhould bear rule over all, 
; and Do according to bis Will; and that Men, who are Atoms 
v of Clayanimated by bis breath:; ſhould own Him fortheir 
Sovereign Lord, and accordingly ſubmit to Him 3 yea 3 
though ſo it were, that our own perſonal welfare were not 
concerned in it :It will be of fygylar Uſe and Moment to us, 
in the whole of ourlives : Nothing , like this , will allay 
thoſe carnal Reaſonings, which are ſo unreaſonably prone 
to put: mn their Verdi of ſpiritual things; ( which yet, 
Carnal Realop hath no cogniſance of ).and will ( indeed) 
be filenced by nothing elſe : The Apoſtle , therefote, in 
Rom. 9. thinks them not worthy a urther Reply , whoſe ver, 19,20,2r. 
| captizes Enquiries the Sovereignty of God will not ſatisfy. 
7 A ſecond Inference , which naturally flowes from this Tyfer. 5. 
1 ; Doctrine, isthat of the Plalmiſt : Oh, come, let ws Worſhip 
j . and bow daron,andneel before the Lord our. Maker-Let us give P(,95.5; - 
. Him the glory of this great Attribute, by.a Real and Pradli- 
. eal Owning that ixdiſpenfible bond of obedience which it 
I layes upon cyery Creature : We arc highly obliged by it, 
=. | __ both 
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both in point of ſubje&tion, and in point of faith, 

1. In point of fabjc9;on, to His Laws, Ordizaner, Proci- 
dences 
| Firſt, For the Lawes ofGod,and His App intments : Theſe 
we are to attend, obſerve, obey, I cannot ſay , For the L'yd 
hath need of them 3( For, neither can our Righteouſeſs profit 
Him 3 nor our wickedneſs impair Him 3 He that is Wiſe, 
is wiſe for himſelf ) but do it becauſe the Lord hath com- 
manded 3 He 35 the Lord thy God and worſhip thou Him. This 
is that {trong Reaſon by which He hath backed both Com. 
mands and Prohibitions : Tam the Lord thy God : Thon 
ſhale doc thus : And thus thou ſhalt not doe 3 I am the 
Lord : This he ſects in the front of All; and with this He 
clolcth the Rere, and Guards them on cvery fide. A+ 
ſes brings it in as a convincing Reaſon , why we ſhould 
love God with our whole heart, and keep his Command- 
ments, ( namely ) b:cauſe he is the Lord, and He oyely:: 
Dent«6. 4+ No One, thercfore, may pretcnd to a rizht of gi- 
ving Laws to Men, or toan intereſt in their Jove and obe- 
dicnce 3 ſave with reſpect to God, and the authority they 
have from Him. | 

And though He is ſometimes pleaſcd,(and it is a great con- 


dcfſcention in the great God )) by arguments taken from 


our own Good, to draw us to obedience: ( Do it, for 
it is your life : ) yet, in our ſpirits, That of His Sovereignty 
and Glry, ought to have' the preference. To caſt ont 
I/macl, was a thing grievous to Abrahams but being 
Commandcd of God , he debates it Not , Nor delayes to 
do it, Therefore, hold on your way, though never ſo great 
Obſcurity be upon it at preſent: Minde your duty in 
the midti of diſcouragements : Do. as 273 who , though 


-he had labour'd all night and caught Nothing yet, Maſtcr, 


At thy command I will lt down the Net again. = | 

2 Be ſubject to His Ordinance;:1t He pleaſe ro Command 
the. uſing ſuch Meanes, as have 'no Natural virtue to- 
wards ſuch an ce&,C as in Moſes ſtretching his hand 'over 
the Sea 3 and ſmiteing the Rock with his Rod : (0, Water 


an baptiſin, Bread and Wine in th? Lord's Supper ) Pte« 


(ime 


Of God's Sovereignty, Ec, 
ſame not to lay, Jha is there in theſe? Godliaeſs is a 
Myſtcry, which onely faith can underitand ; There is no 
Divine Inſtitution, but hath Meat in it that you know 
notof 3, which ,, it rightly uſed , will ſpeak for it (elf. Jt 
He plcaſe to make Clay of Dui and fpittle 3 Contemn it 
not ; but ſubmit to His Will and way 3 and be thankful] POPE 
for thy Cure. . Sempſons hair was an Ordinance to him 3 ,;7 Ch.16. 18 
which when he ſlightcd, the ſpirit of Gol lett him 3 and he 
became as other Men 3 aud recyvered not his ſtrength until 
it was grown again. | 
2. As touching the Praridences of God 3 Obſerve them 

and Submit tothcm ; look not upon them as Empty things : 
The leaſt may yield you Iuſtruction 5 as alſo, the Moft w#- 
likely : Out of the Exter comes forth Mcat, and out of the 
ttrong, ſweetneſi; Though the thing be a kiddle to an heart 
uncircumciſed 3 Plough with His Hcifer, and ye ſhill find 
It. 
. Neither Jook on them as Things -Impertinent 3 But ſay, 
rather, Isthere not a Cauſe, though I ce it not? The Lord 
docs nothing in vain. | | 3 =, 
. Neither yet lookon them as Things Contingent : A ſpar- Math.10 29.39 
row falls not without His will; and the hairs of your head _ | 
arc all Numbrcd : David was Dumb , and opened not his */ 39's: 
Mouth 3 why ? Becazeſe Thou Lord didjt it ; And Shimei's 
Curling he beares patiently, on the ſame account 3 It may 
be the Lord hath bidden him, : PIE 

There may be Such a Mixture and Confuſion of things,and 
your cxpcctation fo delaycd and iruſtrated, That your fro- 
waid untamed heart may be,rcady to Wrangle it out 3. Why Eccler.s . 14- 
falls Rolly to All?I/hy to the Tuſt, according to-the Workof the 
wicked;and to the wicked according to the work of the Righteous? 
Or,why One event to thera All ? This is not to Enquite.wilely : 
you ſhould rather conclude, and ſay, ( as the Dilciples,in ano- 
ther Caſe) The Lord bath nced of them © That is He hath' 6cca- 
lion to uſe ſuch.a Providence,to fullhl a Word, If ye would 
Caſt ſo, as to lye by your Mark, this Attribute ofSovercigity 
gives you the beſt Ground. . Search and Obſerve as much'as 
ye will, ſo you take Faith along with you 3. Without which 
| D Not En 
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7.4 


Fl PMBrcal thſeorſi | 


ye cat do Nothing FVarrayvably, Faith is 2 Sworn Officer to 
the Great king, and has a wy tor every 16ck that is fit to be 

| ut where it cannot Enter , it 
ftands withotit, and Waits a fitter ſeaſon; Let Faith alſo - 
be Chief Speaker im all your Debatcs : And'then , the Re- 


opened 3 Teforces Nothing 3 


* falt willbe, ThatCarnal Reaſon, atid Prifent Senfe, (though 


Das, 4. 24:35» 


Gen:17,1, 


very Tenacious and Stabborn) fhall yicld the Cauſe, aud let 
you 20e. 


The Summ ofa}, isthis, That thogh'ye be not Conſcjons: 
to your ſelf, of any particular Caulc or Miſcarriage, beltdes: 


what is Conimon ts Men , (which was the Cafe with F-b) 


Lay your bind upon your Month, as fob did 3 The Moft High: 


a1 according to His il :- This, even the proudelt of Kings 


acknowledged, when bis underftauthhng remencd to him and: 


fodo you ; And know, Thitif your fpiritbe out of frame 


in your preſent Condition 3- it 'would not be better in any 


Other. | _ > hs 
' 'Secondly, Our Faith alſo is highly concerned in the $y2cy- 
eignty of God : For, It both 'oÞligeth to Believe in Him, -and? 
alſo affords Mattcy fos Faith to work upon. To theſe Ends, 
the Lord holds it forth to Abraham Once and Ayain : Fam 
God Almighty &&6.' This was it , Enabled itn 'to believe he 


* ſhould have 2 Son; even Whites the Beadneſs of his own 


Rom 4.194 


Heb. 11.39. 


Famer, 2.23 


Body, arid'of $2rab*'s Womb, wrought ftrongly againſt. 
This allo was thar made him fo readily xffent to the offering 
up of this Son, when he had him., He had as nmch'to ſay. 
againſt it, as could well be fuppoſed 3 For, the Promiſe was, 


| Thatin Tſsac all familics of the Exrthſhowl4 be bitffed i which 


Promiſe and. this Command, Abrdb3th's Redfin cold not 
oats : The Conrradiction ar have Run think 
down, hed'not his Faith in this" Great Attribute, 'held faſt 
and guided the Reignes3. Siiggeſting'tohim, That Hz who 
raiſe him from the dead: 4bigbams there fore diſputesit Not 3 
Stands not {6 much as to confidder ypon*e 3; but up he gets 
him Early, to do it: And hence heobtained that honourable 
*itle, to Becalled, "The friend sf Grd. © 
e haye ſecn Now, what Abraham did5 Go ye, - = 
IKC- 
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gaze I ſaac a being trom u Witheted Stock , was avlealfo to- 
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of Gods Sovereranty, Ec, | 
likeyife ': Take hold of Gods Sovereignty as your awl 3 
and to bc improved for your go-4 2. Faith gives aPropricry in 
any Attribute it looks upon; and drawes out the virtues and 
Influence thereof, for it ſelf; And therefore,' What ever difh- 
culties are in your way , be not diſhearteried by them; but 
call in this Sovereignty of God, by faith', t9 your help : 
Remember the ready ſubjeion which atl Creatutes do pay 
to his Word > By which alone (without Ct-atures ſervice) 
He .can levcl the Mountains , and mike Crooked things 
lixcight , Reſirapn', Alter , Invert, and Turn,upfide down, 
the very Courſe of Nature : fothat The whit deith'in 
it (ef, ſhall belite to you. New Cords and' Wyths, when 
touch'd by his word.arc a3 flaxand tow,when touth'd by the 
hre 3 Jron ſhall be as firaw, and braſs as  totten' wood: 
Thercfore, lengrben the Cords, and firengthez the fake of 
y=urfaith : you cannot beleive for greatc? things'or bettce” 
than God can'do for you : Even finit Caf," whidt is the 
Great ( aud in truth; the onely ) evil 3 It is His enaitiy as 
muchas yours 3 And you may be fare, Heavuld not have 
ſuffered its'being in' the World, if He had not @ Power to' 
Corre& and Curbit ; yca, and to defirdy it too; at His 
pleaſure, Take hold of His fovercign'firengeh , ant your 
work 15donez Bl 2 55s 
- But herealſba Caution or two, ray bs ſeafdhably added; 
x. Thatif dtath'in the pot have once beet healed, and, 
your bottowed'Ax-head,( ſunk once palt hope of Recovery) 
have been brought ayaih to your hand » look that Remiſines 
grow hot upon it : Beware, ye githet not Wilde Gourds 
aſecond' time ; Nor perſume'to throw the: helve after the. 
Head' : The Divine Powet j$too great a thing tu be tritlcd 
with; or Made t6 ſerve'with the toll} of Mcne Cs 
- 2, That you riever 160k on this' Great Attribute of 
Sovereignty, withoit'your Mediator; As' without whom 
it would b2 matter ot Terror and Alrizzemiit ea finners 
It's He ojely cait rerider Tt 'Propitzogs tg you. As Nothing is 

pleafing toGod,' but! inandtHrongh Chriſt ; So, Nothin 
m God, is Comfortable to Men, or for their Eternal Good 
but a$'2*' comes to'them' tBrouph Bliui : As Watcrs out of 
. D 2 the 
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1 Pradical Diſcourſe 


© the Sea.immediately, are not potable, unleſs they be firft ex- 


haled by the Sun 3 or paſs through ſome vein of Earth, which 
makes them Congruous to our Nature. 
I ſhall n:ention two particulars , of Nearcſt Co: cerment 
to us 3 wherein weare, ina ſpecial manner, to have reſpect 
unto the Sovereignty of God. | | 
1. As touching your own Condition, ( yaur everlating 
Condition ) Submit to Mercy , to Sorcreign Mcrcy : that 
is, ycild your {elf to God without Capitulating or Makcing 
terms with him ; Thoſe Syrians. well under (tood theMcan- 
ing of this 3. They put Ropes on their heads, and themſelves 
in the Conquerors hands, upon au #acertaiu Conjecture, 
( Peradventure thcywill ſave us alive; ) Sodoye, alchough 
ye have but a Maybe] we ſhall be bid, Minde your Duty, 
and leave the iſſue to God : Believe above hope , and again(t 
hope: Follow God in the dark, as your father Abraham did , 
Nor knowing whether He would: lead him : . Thus todo, is 
To give Glory to Gods Therctcre Fear the Lord ;, and Obey the 
voice of His Serugnt , even then, when ye are in Darkneſs, 
and have noe light ,( Namely , of His ſpecial Favour and 
love,to you in perticular.) And though never fo great diſcou- 
ragcmentsare afore you, trom the Guilt of ſins Committed 
the power of Indwelling Corruption 3 and your preſent 
Avcrineſs to Beletveing 3 and hear withall:, That Faith is 
the Great Commandment : let your heart anſwer, Is it my 
D.ity, C my Day) to believe ? Nay, then Imuſt. Remem- 
ber His Greatneſ7 5 His abſolute Dominion >.The uncon trollable- 
neſs of His Matters 3 That He hath concluded All in unbelief ; 
That He might have mercy upon All : (that 1s, That the 
Salvation of Thoſe who ſhall be ſaved might appear to be of 
Mercy, and be fo ackxewledged) To him , theretore Commit 
your Cauſe, and Commit it'to Him as your Sovereign Lord) 
and fo leave it with Him And ſee, that you takeit not out 
of His hand again, by your doubt ing the jflue of it : And 
know that thex is your Soul-nearelt to Peace and (cttle ment, 
When broughtto'this Submiſſion : Be in ſubjefion unto the 
Father of Spirits, andlivee 


Bur, let not the Word be miſconſtrucd : 1do not mean. 


by 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &c- 
by { Submiſſion] That you (honld be ſatisfied under a denial 
ot Mercy , on the accompt of God's Abſolute Dominios *: 
I cannot think That a Neceſſary term ox qualification, in your 
treating with God tor Salvation : For , | | 

* I, Jdo not find, That God requires ſuch a Submiſſion, as 
the Condition of obtaining Mercy z Nor that He hath made 
any Proniiſe to give ſuch.a Submithion, in-orderto that end 
Nor any Inſtance iu ſcripture of Mens having or indeavour- 
ing ſuch a frame of ſpirit, in that buſineſsz Nor yet,, That 
Men are any where tax'd for-Not atta'ning to it. They are 
blamed indced, and that worthily, For, noe ſubmitting to 
the Rightcouſneſs of Godz( that is, For not Renouncing 
their own, and flying to That of Chriſt: ) And this: blame- 
worthineſs you cannot eſcape, if finding your ſe]t loſt'and 
undone, you will not preſently run to Chriſt, without firſt 
tinding in your {clf Something that may ſeem. to commend 
you to him. _.. | DIG 0UE 00 1.508 Sf 

- 2+ Such a Submiſſion ſeems Repugnant to'God's! revealed. 
Will. : For, if this be the Will of God, even our -fanctificati-: 
on,” That we ſhould believe in His-Son.,  and-love Him with 
cir whole heart > Then it cannot be his Will, That we 
ſhould be willing to Remain in an unſanctified: ctiate, in 
unbelicf and enmity again Him 3 which are the inſeperable 
Conjux of Willingucfs to be Seperated from.God. i--*) ''> - ; 

5» Becauſe the promiſe of Eaſe and Reſt, . is niade- to the 
Weary and Laden, coming to Chriſt; Notto aContenttdyeſs 
to be divided from him. And the promiſe of Satisfaction, 
is to your bangring and thir/ting after Righteouſneſs ;Not to 
the Ceſſutiox of your deſire, without the Thing which -ondly 
can ſatiſtic, Te xd 0.209051 3003 63'!2 

4+ Becauſe, Toe ſatisfied without obtaining Mercy ; is: 
to be fatished with an utter incapacity. to Glority the Grace 
of God, and toenjoy Communion. with Him ; which are 
the principal End and Duty of Men. 

F+ Tt is Crofle to the Genius and Concreated:Principle of 
the Reaſonable Creature 3which is, to.ſcek.its own happineſs; 
In any. thing ſhort of which, it ought not toacquieſce. 

6 Sucha ſubmiſſion cannot be Requiſicein Preparatory. 
'D3 work y 


#4 Pratlt4l Diſcoitſe 
work. becauſs, That would fuppoſe the liigheft pitch of 
Grace atfain'd ( iF yet it be a Grace, and attainabic ) before 
you beleive; and conſcquently,; That it is not a Grice out 
of Chriſt's fullnebs 3 for ye are ſuppofed tohave it before ye 

_ Andtherdfore, whin Thy, ye mult ſubmit without 
Capitulating or . making terms my meaning 1s, ye arcnot 
to Treat upon ferms ot your own Making Nor propound 
any thing to'God, but What S6vereign Mercy propounds 
to yon,as the Way and Means of obtaiming your Great End: 
And great Reaſon ye have for this Sabinifhon'y for herein 
lies your Zndcrefty Thoſe being C im truth ) the onely Terms, 
by whicha loft and Grifull Creature cxn be rendred'(alvable, 
ox capable of being ſaved 5 (as may further appcar in the Se- 
quel of tlits diſcourſe. ) | | 

\ Ithink ( with humble Submiſſion) That if any Point of 
time may be {uppoſcd before theDecree, It was They that 
Hhſoine Dominion bore (way : But, ever ſtiice Ele came 
ing Itis Grace thatReignes: Not, That Syvercigutty is Geafel, 
but Tr anfſtrfd : Beforey it'was m Power but Nowiin Grace! - 


CY 
, 
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' In Grace, as A Bl, and inFuſtice, as touching 


Numb. 14,17, 
18,19, 


the Ret, Grave is the Attribute God delights'ro honout 3 
Antf albtheiOcbe#;- wwe if Tinay ſo'fpcak) Sub jets of This : 
Even Chrift | Himſelf was mate a Servant, to perform the 
phafurcof HigGrizees ' | Th 
. $6 thenyTÞhe you ate to Subrhit unto, isthe gool'pleafurd 
of Gddrgwilk; av held forth in the Covenant ot Grace 3 un- 
dertakirſg: for,- and' perftQly able to ſave you; and' as hav- 
ing-His Sovercign Power eripaged to'miake it good : Which' 
fcems the ſcope of that paſlage in Moſes his prayer for' the 
people wHanthiy hed Highly provokeÞ Gol 3:Let the pwer 
of my. Lovd dt'Gvear actor ding ar Thx baſt' ſpoken &c. It 
wasta pandon,: ard fill Owiithem tor His! people, And to' 
this agree all thoſe Scriptures'which/hold forth the Power of 
God; as the frowd'of Fiith's a4 at by 'whicte F& iS Ablc 
topardee-(lmTot{hbdile inigunty; #hd'to hold your Sol in 
life :you-ateitherdfb?e driedted? Hye will hive peace witn 
Godzto 14hz bolll of 'Hifttength :Wiich capnor be* mieaut” of 
- a Contentednefi 
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Of Gvald $6 orergnty, Qe. 
Comentedne 7 in having 'that firength pur: forth to' defy:y: v! 
but as being petteRtly' #ble' and exgaged by His Covenant . to: 
Save youe As to the time When He will manetctt His love. 
to you3 AS alld touching the manner and meakure ot His dil 
pe n{mg_ it ; the good pleaſate of Goll's Will ivetxprefsly and 
with all guictneſs oK{pirit, 'to-be Submittedunto': © But as to 
the Thing it felt, You ought not to be faid Nay 3 but as 
he whohad power with God. and prevail'd ;' Fe weſt and 
mulle-ſiepplicat ion, Lat fiillrefolv'd, I mill avs. lo thee gue'vex> 
cept thou. bleſs mes. + 1 lqrith meat ts 
2. As)for the :other:neareſt/Concernment, tonching your 
Ghildren, deal in; like mannertor them, by dubMiteihgtibm 
to the ſame Mercy, It is true, That next'to your own 
perſonal ſalvation , there cannot. be a greater. evidence of 
God's love to you, than to:Ghoote. your Ohtldrenatter: you; 
Nor any thing more delireableto you : Therefore Command 
them, and Infirutt them, taert mls of tbe Lord That 
He may bring on thcm the bleſ{1ng you rrolt deſire for them: 
Bat be not Over4olicitous andieaſt down, beeduſe you (eeinot 
yet, the Markb ot Ele&ion upon them : ] he'Lowd dothnat 
( indecdi) bind. himfſelt to. take 2jlia/Btlievers: Ghiddzonh 
Nor doth/He'limit HimfdF from'takingraryiorher ; There 
is Nothivg declated touckingHis'Purpoſe to 'Take Alt the 
One\!lc> theyiſhduld from thenee rakeroccationitobe Remits 
intheir Duty 5 '( which, {til Converſian, isvery [natural ito 
us ) ror doth He exclude the Children'of others: For, :that 
m.tghe dilcourageand:; weaken thejr hanidst0that aisgood.. 
In'tlis warjous dibperfing of: Hr evcrlafting love; He is 
ditb. To. itove Hib Hbartyand Aoverdyn Prevogitive, 
"That. 16; greatly i manidetis ;his Jove to Bellavers} in fo fre- 
quent al 'Chooſing of 'their Seed : And the'Freenel> ot His 
Grace , im. Not-reje@ting altogether, the Seed vf Others, - 
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Thirdly, How happy and: ſovttcignly blefſed: axe Thaſe 
who havean Intereſt in'this Great and Soveteign Lord ! 
Which Every One is blefſed with, thathas, in'truth:,taken 
| D: 4 - v1: hold 
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24 APraGical. Diſcourſe * + 
held of His Covenant : For, That takes in all between the 
Tv0 Eternitics, and Eternity it{elf withall ; And the ſpirits 
or ſirength. of the Whole, lies in thoſe few ( but v ery 
Coimpendious) Words; || ' [ill be your God. | When the 
Lord' wou'd:comfort His People to parpoſe, and p.it on their 
Eagles wings,” What a glorious Narrative doth he make of 
His Power and Sovercign Greatneſs! in Ia. 40, from v.1 2.to 
v+26-And then tells them That all this is Theirs,gv-2 7. jAnd it 
God be yours,” All things. are yours: Who and where is he, 
thatcan tupplant you of His bletling ? ys may rejoyce jn 
His Highneſs, ' the thoughts whereof are Matter of'terroar to 
other Mcni/ After the rehearſal of all the hippincſsand Glory: 
that Mcn or Angels are capable of, it ſhall all bz compriſed 
in this, as the: Original thereof, and ſumm of the whole, 
Pſa. 144. 15. Bleſſed iaretheywhiſe God the Lords) 1 
SF W07 n%) OUR) 02 DOI2TOUOE (5 3: a2 Te:2 IT (45+ 72 
+ LIRA -Tnference $0) ein) | 
oe IEENE DE IES of , , LE 4 : 1:10 i tl] 
Fourthly:,” We may {ce here, the Reaſon Why God doth 
{ometimes defer to: Anſwer the Doubts: and Querie's we 
Hick ati,) and-miftzdefire tobe Refſolv'd about : It is nct 
only. to ſherp His: Squereignty 3 But to bring: vurthearts to.a 
ſubiniſs -and praflicel:atknowledgment of it. © Moſer was 
-vexy unwilling to:go-:on his Mctlage to. Pharaoh it: Many 
pretences he had 'to put it by z when as the danger he might 
bein for killing the Egyptian, was the bottom-ObjeRion z 
.f.choughhe {peaks it not, Out. ). Indeed, . the men. who 
+ loupht bisdite, were now! dead;: | Which), if the Lord; had 
told him, achrfis all thoſe excuſes had probably)heen 
* 7 ge - ſpaxed«; But He was: pleaſed ta conceal it fromhim, zyaUul 
i He had brayght hinvto a full cormpliance' with: His Will 
Ch.4.10,13,19 and then reveals it to Him Unash,de So likewiſe, He would 
rot take off His hand from Fob, until He had well learn'd 
Fob. 42-2 6,7. him this eſon. Say net theretore;( becauſe you hear not 
fiom God to foon as you would. _) The Lerd bath ſirſaken me, 
- My Lord bath forgotten Me :. But tollaw! that .good Relolu- 
tion recorded in 1ſaiab. I will wait upon the Lord, who badevb 
Fe. 49.14. bj, face (for the preſent) from the Houſe of Jacob, and I will 
look for Him, v. 17+ | Infe- 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &4, 25 
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Fifthly, Lect no Man, then, who will Say, The Lord, He 
is God, preſume tojntrench on His Sacred Royalty , by ſeek- 
ing a Reaſon of His Decrees, beyond or beſides the Good 
pleaſure of His Will : Even Sovereigns of daft , will not = 
admit it in Subjeds, though of the ſame Mould with them- | 
ſelves. It isan Imperial Secret, The Chief of the wayes of 
God : It belongs 'to himſelf alone to know it : and the 
knowledg thereof would not profit us Now. Beſides, There 
15 enough revealed, of great importance to us, at preſent 3 
On which to imploy the utmoſt of our time and firength. 
By Over-graſping we may ſprain our hands,and unfit them 
for ſervice which lies within their Compaſs; Bue we gain 
Nothing. Therefore, go not about to fathom this Great 
Deep : Who, but one of ſhallow underſtanding , would 
think to meaſure the Sea by handfulls ? or to give a Demou- 
ftrative Reaſon of its various and convertible Courſes ? Re- 
— That you Magzific His Work 3 but leſſen it Not by 7b,36.24. 
pretending to Comprehend it. Sandifie the Lordin your heart, 
#1nd fear before Hin! . 4 wa 3 


Inference 6: 


Sixthly, This gives a Reaſon,why Men of the largeſt Capa- 
city, for Learning and Natural underſtanding, are ſo migh- 
tily Pazzelled and Labyrinth'd in Spiritual Matters; particu- 
larly The Doctrine of EleRion: Why they do o ſtrongly op- 
polc it, and are ſo hardly ReconciPd with it : They arc not, 
in truth ſubdued to the Dodrine of God's Sovereignty : And 
therefore, whiles in diſcuffing thoſe points of Faith 3 they |. 
jdge as their Natural Optick repreſents them; they loſe 

h themſelves and the Truth : Which yet, ( in ſome de- 
gree) is made known unto Babes, ( Men of low ſtature to 
them) whoſe ſpirits the Lord hath ſubdued, to reſt content= «& 
ed with what their Father is pleaſed to tell them z And for 
the Reſt, (as, namely, the Manner and Reaſon of God's 
| E Diſpolements 


. 4 PraFical Diſcourſe, &c, 


Diſpoſements and Diſpenſations) they live by Faith in His 
Righteouſneſs 3 Waiting for the day that ſhall Reveal all 
things 3 when the Tabernacle of God, which yet is in Hea- 
ven, ſhall be let down.among Men, (or They taken up in- 
to it) and theſe hidden things of Sovereignty, ſhall be more 
openly known amongſt them. 


Inference 7. 


Laſtly, This DoQrine of God's Abſolute Dominion, , 
Clears away all that Made-ground and Rubbiſh, which the* 
Principles of Free-Will-Grace, do found their EleQion up- 
on 3 and ſhews us the only true and Proper foundation of 
Scripture EleQion ; with thoſe other Important Truths 
which hold upon it 3 or are Conſequents of it : All which, 
have their Head in the Sovereignty of God 3 and Derived 
thence, as Rivers arc from the Sea 3 As through-his bleſſing 
and Grace, may appear afterwards. And fo I ſhall cloſe up 
this firſt particular, with-that holy Rapture of the Plalmiſt, 
Be thou Exalted, Lord, in thy own ſtrength, ſo will we fmg, 
and praiſe thy Power. The Lord hath prepared His Throne 
3n the Heavens, and His Kingdom ruleth over all !. Bleſs the 
Lord, ye His Angels that Excel inflrength. Bleſs the Lord, all 
ye His Hoſts 3 ye Miniſters of Histhat do His pleaſure | Bleſs 
zhe Lord, all His works, in all places of his Dominion Bleſs 
the Lord 0 my Soul! 


__ OF THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of GOD. 


Aving founded this Diſcourſe on the Sovereignty of 

God, as the beſt and moſt natural ground of Gatiſ- 

faction (or captivation) to Reaſon, touching Ele» 

dion ; So now, asa means to qualific our Spirits , and Re- 

concile them with the Do&rine of Sovereignty 3? It ſcemeth 

expedient to annex that of His Righteouſneſs : and, I think, 
there is not a more evident Propoſition, than 


That there is no TOnrighteouſneſs with God, prop. 


This, as weare mdiſpenſably bound to believe z So, to be 
well grounded in the faith of it, will be of exceeding great 
Uſefulneſs to us, in every Condition 3 eſpecially under thoſe 
darker Adminiftrations, which we do not ſee the Cauſe and 
Reaſon of : When Matters of great Import,ſeem to be Con- -- 
fuſed, or Negleded : When all things in view, fall out a+ 
like to All; and you cannot know either Good or Eyil, by 
all that is afore you : I ſhall therefore Colle& ſome of thoſe 
Confiderations,from which you may find light and influence 
in the dark and cloudy day; and by which(as a Means)I my 
{elf was drawn in and guided to this Determination; before 
I had ſearched the Scriptures,expreſly, concerning this Sub- 
jeR: And they may ſerve, both as Arguments to Demonſtrate 
the Propoſition 3 and as Axtidotes againſt thofe poyſonous 
Contradifions, which carnal Reaſon and wnbelicf,, will be 
too often forging and flinging in upon us. And 

The Firſt is founded on that Infinite Blefſedneſs which Arg, 7. 
the Moſt High God was poſſeſſed of in Himſelf, before the 
World or any Creature was made. He did not make them | 
for any Need He had of them , but for His Pleaſure : And Rev.4.11- 
if He needed them not, there could be no Need or Reaſon 
Why He ſhould make them ſuch, Or to frech an End, as not 
to be Meezly Over-ruled, and their End attained, without. 
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F24.44-5. 
verſe 8, 
Ch 45.17, 


Fob, 34-1415, 


Arg. IL. 


1 J%bn 3.5» 


F./ $e 7. 


| 2 Tim 2, 13» 


A Pratical Diſcenrſe 
doing wrong toany. The Motives by which Men are in- 
duced and ſwayed to do Wrong, are chiefly Two : 

| 1. To attain ſomething they have not; Ahab ſlew Naboth 
for his vinyeard z 1 Kings 21. And Athaliah all the ſeed 
Royal, to get the Thronez 2 Kings 11- Or, hs. 

2. To Secure What they have : Pharaoh oppreſſed the 
People, left growing Mighty, they ſhould ſhake off his yoke, 
and get them out of his Service, Exodus 1- 1c» Feroboam 
{et up his Calves, to keep the people at home, and firm to 
himſelf; x K. 12.27,28- And the Jews, they put Chriſt 
to death, leſt the Romances ſhould come, and take away 
their Place and Nation ”_ I I. 48. 

Theſe two have ſhar'drhe parentage of all the Opprellion 
and Wrong-doing that have been in the World : Neither of 
which is Compatible with our Great and Bl:ſcd God : For all 
things are His already 3 He poſleffeth the Heavens and the 
Earth, and all the hoſts of them, with an Abſo/ute Power and 
Right to diſpiſe them; And what can be added to That 
which is Infinite? And as for Secrriug what He hath , Of 
whom ſhould he be afraid? For ( 1.) There 3s #0 God 
Befides him , The Lord Himſelt who needs mutt know it, 
if there were Another, profcfleth Solemnly, Fhat He knows 
#ot any-And(2) As for Creatures, They are all more abſolJutcly 
under His ſubje&ion, than the ſmalleſt duſt under our feet is 
to us: The Nations are to Him leſs than nothing and vanity. He 
need not fo muchas Tozech them, to bring them down : 'tis 
but Gathering to himſelf, His ſpirit, and His breath, and they 
periſh together : Let the Lord but With-hold His ſuſtaining 
Influence, and they fall of themſelves : But He remains the 
fame to all generations. 

. Secondly, Conkhider the Infinite perfetion of His Nature, 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Iſa«6+3. 4. e Pertectly Holy : He is Glorious 
in Holineſs, Exod « 15. 11+ Now, Ia Holineſs is not the 
leatt tincture of its Contrary : God is Light, and in Him is no 


' darkneſr at all. He is Good, and doth Good, Pj: 119. Is 


Righteous, and d:th Righteouſneſs > All His works praiſe Him: 
The Rigbteons Lord will dy no iniquity. It is an high de. 


. monſtration of His Excellency, That He canuot deny Him- 


ſelf 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &cs 
ſelf, that is, He cannot do any thing, that is in the leaft 
degree,contrary to His Holy Nature: Nothing that needs 

to be Retradcted, or to aſter His mind about it ;: His Wl! 

is the Kile of Righteouſneſs 3 and Righteouſneſs, the Rule 

of His Will ; The Sairts of old, were perfc&ly of this minde3 

Shall net the Fndg of all the Earth do Right? And the Apoſtle Gen 18:25, 
Puts it as a Queſtion not to be anſwered, That it God were Rom. 3.6, 
Unright.oug, How then ſhall He Jude the World ? 

Thirdly, Conſider Further, The conſtant Rule and Meaſure , 7 IT 
of God's Diſpenſments 3 which is not done Fortuitouſly, nor ins 
R aſhly 3 but with Deliberation and Exaneſs; He Layes Fudg- Ia.28.17. 
ment to the Rule,and Righteouſneſs tothe Plummet: He will not 
puniſh without a Cauſe,nor more than is deſerved : Touch- 


ing the ſins of Sodom : I will go down (fayes God) and ſee Gen. 18,2 1. 


whether they have done {altogether} according tothe Cry of its 

Renders to evcry one | according | to their Deeds, ROM. 2. 6. 

and Gives them a | juſt] recompenſe of Reward. Heb. 2+ :. 

He will not Caſt away the perfett Man, Nor help the wicked. 7eb.8.29, 
Eliphaz puts the quettion with great confidence ( as well he 

might )1/ho ever periſhed bring Tunocent? His Righteouſneſs is 706.4 7. 
{uch, that it even holds his hands until the Innocent be aut 

of danger. The Angels were ſiraitly commanded, Not to 

begin the execution of God's wrath on the wicked world, 

until His Servants were Marked out : And when the Lord Rev 7 z. 
came;to deftroy $'dom 3 He haftens Righteous Lot to Zoar,, 

with this oncly Argument, Tcannot d» any thing until thou Gen 19-22, 
be come thi hcr. ul Y x 

Fourthly, It is further evidenced, by the Lawes He hath, Arg, IJ. 

given unto Men ; The ſim of which is, Tado Rightevully 3, | 
And the End of them,the good and weltare of the Creature. 

After a thouſand years experience of Theſe, compared with 

the iſſue of Meas Inventions, They are acknowledged to be Meta 
Right Fudgments, Good ſtatmtes, and lawes of Truth : What MAE 
an admirable Catalogue have we in Rom. x2. !: , 

(1) Ofſuch as concern our duty towards Himſelf immedi- 

ately, this is the Sum, Thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy. 
God, and Him onely ſhall thou ſerve : There is Nothing 
more cqual and juſt, than to Worſhip and ſerve Him Whole 
we 
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A Pradical Diſcourſe 
we are To love and live to Him from whom we have 
our life and breath, 

(2) Such as refer more immediately to Our ſelves z As 
Temperance, Chaſtity, Moderation, Sobriety, &c. Thele (as 
1s evident to all ). do greatly conduce to our outward wel- 


_ fare, both in point of health, eſtate,Poſterity,8c. (And what 


evil Conſcquents do attend the Contraries of thoſe Virtnes, 
might b2cvery day's obſervation ; ) More eſpecially , ſuch 
as rclate to-our ſpiritual ſtate and Welfare-z of which, morc 
particularly, under the Next Argument. 

. © (3) Such Commands allo, as rc{pe& our duty towards 
Men As to do juſtly; To ſhew Mercy To follow peace with 
all Men 3 Evcry One to Mind his ows bufineſs ; And not in- 
termcddle with Others: ſo, To be fubje&to the-Powers 
that be 3 and To pray for thoſe in authority 3 ( The Neg- 
le& of which duty,may be a Cauſe of our diſquietment from 
them z'at leaſt, it may prove an eccliple ot ovr Joytulneſs 
in ſuffering under them, &c.) The Sum of this kind of Du- 
ties we have in that Standing Uncontrollable Rule, Of Do- 
£1 to Others, as we would they ſhould do unto us. 

On the Contrary, there is Nothing forbidden, but what 
tends "to-our hurt As', it it were needfu], might be De- 


monſirated-by Inftances Innumerable, 


' * To thisalſo;might be added, the- firict Injundtions that 


God hath laid upon the Subordinate Diſpenſers of His Law; 


Dex.16. 18,19, as (namely) To Futlge the People with Juſt Fudgments Not 
Deut 27,19, to IWreft Tmdgment, Nor reſpect perſons : yea, He Curſeth them 


Fob 13. 10, 
Cha 17, 


Arg« V. 


that pervert Fullgment., . And will ſurely Keprove them that 
accept perſins, &cs: And ſhall. Mortal Mai be more juſt than 
God * Will He under ſuch penalties Command Men to do 
thus, and not do ſo Himſelf ? £ 

Fifthly, Another Beam of the Righteouſneſs of God ſhincs 
forth in His putting the Matter of.our Daty into ſuch a Way 


and Method,as renders it:moft Facile,and is moſtly conducible 


to our Chief End: As 1 To: Remember our Creator in the days 
of owr yomb :: Fox, the Work of Converſion -and Turning 
to God; muſt needs be muchealier Thex, than when habi- 


zuated in an evil courſe ; For , Long impenitency C_ | 
- to the 


Of: Gods Sovereignty, &c. 


the provocation it is to God ) eſtranges the Mind more 
from Him 3 Makcs the Spirit more Inflexible, and harder 
to be wrought upon; [t Multiplics our Work, and Subltrats 
our ſtrength: For One accuftomed in evil, to learn to do 
well 3 and fora Blackmoor to change his skin, are things of 


alike poſhibility ; it's a very Rare and Dithcult thins tor a - 


Man ta be born again, when he is Old, 
2+ To Watch againſt, and ſuppreſs the firſt motions of 
finz and toavoid what ever might be an Occaſion , or have 


Tendency towards it ; and in order. thereto, To take bred Mal.2 15. 
to our Spirit, To keep the heart with all diligence To ab- Pre.g.23. 
ſtain from all appearance of evil, to hate the garment ſpotted -1 Theſ's 22. 
by the fleſh; .and to'make a Covenant-with our eyes , as Fob. Fad. v.23. 
did : ( For, the profeſſed practiſe of tome Saints, is. Dire- Fob 31.1. 


Five to Others, and Equivalent toa Command.) To keep an 
Enemy from Riſmg, is much caficr than to Quell him being 
up3 yea, To Nip fin when *tis young, is the ready way, 
Not only to keep it low, but tokill it 3 as the continual pluck- 
ing off Buds from a Trec or Plant,defiroys the Root- 


3- Not to doany thing, the lawtulneſs whercot. is dubious R9.14-23 


to us3. Which, as itisa bn in it ſelt 3 ſo it tends to obſcure 
to us. the true ſight of thingsz and cmboldens to farther at- 
tempts. So alſo, Not to Mind only the L 2wfulxeſy of things, 
but their Expediency; The uot-heeding of which,proves often 
an occaſion of fin toOthers,whereof we cannot be Guiltleſs; 
_ Solikewiſc, to Cheriſh all Motions to GoodzNot to quench 

the Spiritzind to hearken(or liften diligently )what the Lord 
God will ſpeak-: Who oft times delivers His Mind with a 
Still and a ſmall voice; which doubly obligeth our Attention. 
- 4+ In Hispretfing with ſo much weight and Neceſlity, 
thoſe great Duties of Faith, Love, Patience, Self-denial, &c. 
(1) Faith, which confiſts in Submitting tothe Righteoul- 
neſs of God 3 Taking hold of His ſtrength; and Following 
the condudt of His Wiſdom : And in _ thereto, ſhewing 
us-our own finfulneſs, weakneſs, and folly ; with the vanity 
of all Created Bottoms, which have always failed at the 
uu need 3 and fo, drawing our hearts to lean on Him- 


1 Cor,6.12. 


1 Theſ.5 19. 


Exod.15.26. 
I K.19.12, 


elf, In whom alone we have Righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 


(2)Love 


I Pet.1 5, 


2E0r.12.7. 


Jer.4 54,5 
73-25, 


A Pra@ical Diſcourſe 
(2) Love;This is a powerfull, Active, Candid, and Ob- 


ligeing Principle 3 It bears all things > Thinks no evils Takes 


all in good part > Makes That both portable and pleaſant, 
which without Love would be both harſh and burdenſom. 
(3) Patience, and Meekyeſs of Spirit : Theſe mitigate the 
Dolour of any ſuffering z and often prevent or allay the ſtorm 
that is riſing : A ſoft Anſwer turns away wrath, Prov «15+ 1« 
It alſo breeds Experience; 1+ That any affliction may be 
born,through Him that firengthens: 2.That afflictions are all 
for our protit : 3. That we could not well have keen without 
them : 4+ It alſo gives to underſtand the Lords meaning in 
them, which theNoile of tumultuating paſſions would drown 
to us : And, as aiMeans to work this Patience, the Lord ſets 
before us, 1. That there is aCauſe of every Chaſteningz and 
that cauſc is from our (elves; and therefore, no cauſe to Com- 
plain : 2. That He afflidts not willingly ; Onely when 
there is Need, and no more than Needs muſt : 3. That He 
hath many Gracious Ends in affliting;As (1) To humble 
for fin committed as in Jolept's rough dealing with his 
Brethren : (2_) To Purge out Drofs 3 as in the caſe of 
Manaſſeh, 2 Chr : 33.11 and 13+ and the Whole Church, 
Iſa : 2749. (3+) To Prevent fins we ſhould otherwiſe 
tall into; Thus He kept Paul from bcing Exalted above 
meaſure 2: (4) ToWean us from the World ; This He ex- 
peacd trom Baruch, Aud this effe& it had upon Aſaph.(5) 
To Excr.iſe our Graces : As Abrebam's great faith, by his 
various temptations, And Paul was much nnder Infirmities, 
That he might Magnify the power of Chriſt. (6) By leſſer 
temptations, and deliverance from them, we are fitted tor 
Greater, and cur Faith ſtrengthened, both to bear, and to get 
through them : Which Greater, had they come afore, might 
have Overturned us. | 
(4+) Self-denisl;: This is a duty of zeereſt concernment to 
us,fince we have no ſuch enemies as (elt-lovc,and ficſhly luſis, 
to warr againſt our ſouls. Theſe things conſidered will 
ſhew, that David's Concluſion is Right and Genvine 3 Good 
and Upright is the Lord, therefore will He teach Sinners in the 


way : kycn Reaſon i telt might tell us ( to be ſure,Sandtified 
Reaſon 


Of God's Sovereigaty, ©*c. 33 
Reaſon and experience will ) That +thry to Command 
and Dire, is Tolead:in the Right way; and it highly Com- 

nds td us the Righteouſucſs of God, 

Sixthly, It is. yet farther made out, by His aſhxing Re- Arg.VL 
wards and puniſhments, to Good and Evil woris relpc- 
tively, according to what js the proper Reſult and Natu- _ | _ 
ral produd of thera : WWhatſoever 4 Man ſowes that ſhall he os 
Keap : Erery Seed ſhall bave its own bady : He will give tO 1 Cor-15e 
every One, accorling to His wayes ; and the fruit of 'bis doings» Iſa.g.10-11 « 
Holineſs hath in it, a Natyral Tendency to life and peace : ny. 69 
It is a Tree of life: Grace and Glory grow from the ſame pho 
Root : Salvation is the End of Faith 3 the Flower that grows 
upon its The Jerk of Righteouſncſ5is Peace, and the Effet 14.32, 174) 
thereof, © tietncſs and Aſſurance for ever, It is ſometimes 
called , ”_ wt of lite; _ 12+ 22. Sometimes the 
enntain and:well-ſpring of life Chap 1.1. 27. And it tex- - 
ores agg p 2+ For, {the yr be holy , the MY 
bransbes:cannotbe otherwilc. 

"Tis ſo likewiſe with Sin : Death follows Sin, not onely 
a$a puniſhment tor delinquency,but as its natural ofi-ſpring; | 
Original corruption is the Root z Sin, the Stalk that grows 7923-29436: 
next upon it > and Death-the finiſhing, or full corn in the 
car ; This pedigree of it, ye have.in James, Chap. 1. 14, 15. 

If there were no Juſtice to Revenge Sin, Sin would -be-ven- 
geance tO it felt : Sinxers liein wait for their own blood, 

 Pr0.1+- 18. Itis #heir own wickedneſs that crrrefts them, pyy,1,.21, 
Jex. 2. 19- The way of Sininclineth to death, and its fonts yo 
Hleps-to the Dead: Its jfteps take bold on bell. Unbelief may be <5... 
an -infiance for. all 3 as out of which, all Sins el{c are deri- 
wed :; This was.the Root of Adam's apoftacy 3 and of all 


Num.14-11, 


-that Pcoples Rebellions in the Wilderneſs, Faith is that Rom.1 1.20. 
which holds the Soul to-God, its lite aud bleſſedneſs ; UVy- Heb-3-12+ 
belief, its departing from Him or the letting go of its hold 

'the looking of the knot 3 upon which the Soul falls off of its 

own accord : And the firft ftep from God, ets in -away of 

Death; As a branch breaking off from its Stock, dies of it elf. 

This was Adam's unbdliet; _ Men line, it is a Refuſing, © 


toReturn. 
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34 
Arg.-. 


Pſ 97.2, 
Deut.32 4. 
Rev 19.2* 


: Sam.3.19, 
2 K.20 19. 


Fer.12.1. 


4 Tradical Difſconrſe 
This Doctrine is ſtill further contirm'd by the general un- 
animous conſent and affirmation of Thoſe beſt able to Judge: 
(1.) They aft it; Fob, a Man of great Wiſdom and ih- 
tegrity, ( Not hs like 9 all the Earth, Job 1. 3.) and none 
fo lorely afflicted; yet, fayes Eliha to' him, ( by way of 
Counſel; as what himſ\clt would do in the like caſe ) I will 
aſcribe Rightenuſmneſs to my Maker, Job 37. 5+ And, Surely 
Ges will not pervert Fudgement, Chap. 3.12. God is known 
( i. e. Heis known to be God ) by the Tudgements which 
He executeth, Plal. 9. 16+ The Lordis Upright there is no 
Unrighteouſncſs in Him, Plal. 92.15. Heloveth Righteouſneſs 
and batcth Iniquity, Plal. 45. 6,7, The Scepeer ofbis King- 
dome is a Right Scepter, ver. 6 Rigbtecuſneſs and 
Fudgement are the habitation of His Throne. That True and 
Righteous arc his Tudgements, is the voice of thoſe in Heaven. 
(2) They ſubmit to it, even then when moſt provoked by 
Mens.injurious dealings with them for His fake 3. and when 
the Lord's own hand hathbcen moſt ſevere: towards them: 
Aaron held his Peace, Levite 1 5. 3. It if theLardCiaith Eli )1t 
Him d as ſeemeth Him good: Hezekiah allo.,Good is the word of 
the Lord. Yca, thcy have done thus, when by the light of 
natural Reaſon they could {ce no realon for it ; Witneſs Fob, 
who, when plundred of all , becauſe he feared God- and 
e{chewed evill 3 and could juſtihe himſelt to the height, as 
to. any. hypocriſy : yet ſayes he , I will make ſupplication to 
my Fudge. Look on our Lord and Saviour Himclt, and ſee 
His contcthon 3 Or fathcrs cried unto thee aud were delivered, 
But L,though day nor night I am not ſilent, Thou beareſt me not: 
How does He cloſe His complaint ? Not, Thou dealeſt morc 
hardly with Me who lis have deſerved it, but þ, Thou art 
Holy. ] Jeremy, indeed, began to objec, becauſe the way of 
the wicked profpered,and they were bappythat dealt treacherouſly: 
But, he preſently bethinks himſelf, withdrawes his plea and 
yields the cauſc 3 F zghteons art thow O Lerd, when Tplead 
with thee. 1 might inſtance the Suffrage, even of wicked 
Mcn 3 and of the moſt obdurate among them; whoſe 
Conſcicnces, at times , have enforced their confet{ion of this 
Truth 3 and the teliimony of an Adverlary proves ſtrong]y « 
Pharab 
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Of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 35 
T rr aob ſubſcribes to it 3 The Lord 3s Righteous, I aud my 
Perple are wicked. As alſodoth Adonibezek, and S2ul, Exod 9.2% 
Tudge1-7. 1 Sam 2417319, © 

(3) The Saints triumph in the Righteouſneſs of God/as 
wc<ll they may ) and call upon othzrs to do the like s The: 

Lord Reizneth, Let the Earth rejnyce :Pal. 934979 1. O,Let the 
N tions be glad and fing for joy, For thou ſhalt judz tbe Perle pr g 1.4 + 
Righteouſly : Let the Heavens rejoyce, and the Earth be glad pſ 95.11 n3; 
before the Lord , For, Hecometh, For He cometh to judze the 

Ear.h,&c. And hence it was, that Paul and the relt of them, Roms 57 
though the preſent ſeuſe of their ſuffering, was grievous z yet 

they gloried in them; And Rejoyced greatly, in hopes of that | 
Glory, aud Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God, as 2 Rizh- 2 Timg.s. 
teous Judge, had prepared for then, 

Eightly 3 The Righteouſneſs of God is yet further illuſtrat- Arg. VIIL 
cd, by The End and Frent of bis darkeſt diſpenſations, Ia. 10+ 
22. The conſumption decreed ſhall overflow withRighteouſ- 
neſs; and Nothing elſe ſhall be. in it : His people,though long 
under oppreſſion, He brqu ght them forth at laſt ; with the 
greater Subſtance :His leading them about in the Wildernels, 
as it were 1n a Maze, fourty years together; and bringing 
them back again tothe place they had bin at,' many yeares' 
atore 3 yet it proved to be the Right way, And it was fir 
their good 21 the latter-cnd. © / ax te ved Ws 18. 

Davids long perſecution by Sau', made him the fitter for 
thc Kingdom 3and adapted hin for. the Office of principal 


Secretary to the Greit King); opportunely acquainting him 
with all the aftairs of the heaven 


; lyiState and Councel , that 
are fit to be known of mei) :* And by his hand and experi- 
ence, they are Firmed tous; and ,t9ix among the: Ret, 
Bleſſed is the Mm whom Thou chit eneſt; and teacheſt him out, Pſ.94-12. 
of thy Law. Welcc it alſo, by the end the Lord made <2 
with 7ob > He brought him forth l;ke gold, and doublcd, His Fob 23-15. 
bleſſings upon him: The B 3Sket, of good. tis, were ſent in- 42-12, 
Satoation * Even Chrithiunſclt,, whoſe cemprations;, ſors nt? 
rows, and ſufferings where ft zas never were Known by Yo 
Mcn they were intended, and ,- accordingly did, ' per- Hob. 2. 15, 18. 
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&4 Proffical Diſoaurſe 
f.& and inible Him foes His Office of Mediator. 

Laſtly, Conſides the Elett;, thoſe precious Soules. 
whom the Lord had loved from everlaſting 3 and deter- 
mind. to bring. them: to! Glory : yet, having finn'd, Not 
one of them ſhall enter thew,, without fatisteCtion firti 
given to His Juſtice : Even: Theſe, He vil} not Juſttfie , but 
in-fuch a way, as-tD be Fxft in fo doing: The Mercy-Seat 
it ſelf muſt be ſprinkled. wich:blood: : Efpecially, confider- 
Chriſt himſelf, the Firſt Elec and Head of all the Reft; 
and the Compa@& made witt: Him - Who , thongh he 
were a Son, His Beloved Son, In whom his Soul delight- 
cd; yet ifhe will undexstake far Sinners, He muft fland in. 
their ficad ; Ab mheir Sins muit meet npon Him y and He 
mult bear the puniſhmense due to ehem + Tt was: xvt poſſible 
Thas Cup ſhould pals fiowy him; Ne, though He fought it 
with, ftrong cryes and tears 3 and that of Him that was able 
to-Seve Him Who! alfo loved Him as His:own Soul:: He 
was. not, He might nat. be Refcafed , notff He had paid 
the. utmoſi Mite. For, albrit That Grace is perfe&Hly 
Free to Men, in Pardoving. and Saving of them; yet Ju- 
Rice muſt be latizhed.,, and Chrift was 'bated! Nothing. This 
lift unpazallcld Jafiauce, and high Indication ob ncompara - 


* ble Juſtice,, doth greatly illufirate theporrt i hand, Name- 


Eceles.9,1 I, 


Tfſ.g0.21. 


Exod. 347» M 


: ly, That our Great and Sovereign Lord. eau: bus do Right. 


Inferences fromthe Righteoufheſs of God. 
T#ference 1. 


Firſt, May this DoQrine prove an Etcrnal blaſt, tothe 
vain and prefurnptuous Confidence of impeniteut Sinners ; 
who, os ng es not ſpeedily executed , have theiy 
hearts fully bent and ſer inthem to do evzl : Becaule the Land 
at preſent holds His peace, . they thinkHe is lixe Theniſclves, 
&e.  Letthemecrtainly know, that He is able to deal with 
them :And farther, That His Righteouſneſs obligeth Him tg 
vindicate'Himfelf : He' will by xo meams clear the Guilty , 
Nox be elwayer ftlent:; Though flow, yet Surez and _ 

| ome. 


— 
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of Carbs Sovereignty, 8c. 


#x order before them; and Reckon with them for all the 
hard fpccches, which they ( ungodly Sinners J have utter'd 
againſt Him : The Sight whercof ſhall ſirike their trem- 
bling Souls & notwithſtanding their fioutneſs Now ) with 
horrorand amazement;and make even alt. their Bowels = 


3# 


home atlaft : Ht will' ariſs to Tudgement, and. ſit their ſins Pſ2.5. 


to gufh out : Fit will wound the hairy Scalp ( the proue and pſ.52,210 


preſumptuous head ). of every one that goes on in his wickea- 
acſs : 4 Dart ſtall firike through his Liver , and down with 
him to H:lI, the Nethermoſt hell,. in a moment. Why 
then will you r1# a gaiw(t the thick Boffes of bis Bucklers? and 
ſet Bricrs axd Tharns inaarray, againſt a Devouring, flame ? 


Pro.7.23- 
7ob,15426, 


Ha.33-14 


Candryd <tubble dwell with Everlaſting bur. #ngs ? Did Fob,g.4. 


ever any harden himſelf againſt Grd and proſper > No, nor 
acver ſhall? Where will his hope be, when God taketh a- 
way his Soul ! Therefore take up betimes, Icave off and 
know that Hy is God.. 


Inference. 2 


Secondly, Let this Dodrine for evcr vindicate the holy: 
and good waycs of God, ( bath Thofe he walks in towards 
us, and thoſe He commands ns ro walk in towards Him ) 
fromallthofe ſenfelefs tmputations of Hurſpueſs, Moroſeneſs, 
Nicety, Preciſcneſr, or what ever elſt the' prophanencfs or 
Fenorance of Men can tax them with: For, as it is faid, fo 
its found, by the certain and fober experience of alt that 
fear Him, and (againſt factt experience, no Reaſoning is to 
be admitted ) I fay., 'tis a General Infallible Experiment, 
That att the wayes of Wiſdons are pleafautnefs 1 bin tat 
welksin them ; which argues, That thoſe who think other- 
wile, arc ignorant of them'3. and therefore not competent 
Judges. *Tis granted, indeed, That thoſe whofe hearts are 
in thele good waycs of God, have tbeir ſteps $00 often 
turn'd aſide, and go haltmygly m them * But in Truth, the 
Fault is not in the Vay,. but in the Mex: There is fone Faa- 
Qure in the'x bones, or diftocation 'of Joyuts 3. Something 
is-out of order, A Creeple will limp in Solomon's Porch , 

F 3 (on 


Ch.27.8, © 


Pſ.45.10 


Amos, 3" 2, 
Num.20.10,12 
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( on. the ſmootheſt pavement ) when one: that is ſound, 
(winde and Limb) will Run and leap upon Craggy ground. 
The Law and our hearts were once at perfe& agreement 3 
the diſcord came in by our voluntary ſwerving from our firſt 
Make. Therefore, admit not the leaſt Motion, that looks 
but ary on the Commands or Diſpoſements of God ; but 
Juſtife them to the height,and take ſhame toyour ſclf,as Paul 
himſelf did, The Commandment is boly , but T am Carnal. 
Ro.7. I2, 


Inference 3. 


Thirdly, Ifthe Lord cannot but do Right, Then let us 
all take heed of {in,which the Holineſs and Juſtice of God are , 
{o inexorably bent againſi; He will not Pardon without fatis- 
tation : Yea, Beware of Little Sins, (_ Little, I mean, in 
eſteem with Men , or in compariſoa of ſome others) Your 
Nearneſs to God will not excule you : Ton have I known 
[ therefore | you will T pupiſh ; Even Myſes his ſervant , for 
once ſpeaking unadviſedly,” was ſhut out of Canaan 3 and 
though he would fain have gon into that good land , and 
ſolicited the Lord much about ityas if he would have no D-- 
nialz,yet the Lord would not hear himz Speak ns more t» Me 
of this Matter. To make light of the leaſt tia becauſe Grace 
abounds, is to fin againſt your own ſouls 3 and to make the 
precious blood of Chriſt a Common thing 3 ( the /eaſt is the 
price of blood) Although He love thee, and that ſo, as Newcy 
to takeHis loving kindneſs from thee; yetHe will not let:thee 
£0 altogether unpuniſhed: Yea,the Lord may hide from thee 
the ſenſe of His love, and Make thee feel His diſpleaſure even: 
tothe breaking of thy bones,&c-For, He mutt diſcountenance 
fin 3 and that for our good, aſwell as to Vindicate the ho- 


Lo 


nour of His Righteouſneſs, - - , y 


Inference. 4... 


| Foutthly, You that acknowledge God's UprightngG.and 
profe(s tobe His Children, Convince the wW orld of the wrath: 


. of 
y 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 39 
of your Principles by your pradiſe : Shew yourſelves to be JM 
His Off fpring , by your likeneſs to Him ; Do Fuſtly, love i 
Mercy, W.lk humbly , To be blameleſs and harmleſs and ©": 
without Rebuke ,* 15 your belt Argument-to Retute the 
World's calumnicsz and to prove your ſelves to be the- ſons 
of God, Shew it alſo, by your juſtifying God , even whiles 
He wraps Himſelf in a Cloud, and His Footſteps are not known: Job,22.145 


Inference 5. 


Fifthly, Then let None Srmble at preſent Adminiſtrations, 
Nor admit of a {nifter 07 ſuſpitions thought , touching this Iſa: 10.22* 
Holy Lord God: The Reaſon ct HisWayes, may be unyowns 
cannot be unjuſt : He ſees through the dark cloud , though you 
and I cannot. We know, the Lerd doth not afflict willingly; 
and His people are, in heavyncls but for a ſeaſon, and it xced 1 Pet 1-7» 
be : Then ſurely, *Tis mcct to be ſaid unto God y Thave borne Fob 34-3" 
Chaſtiſement 3 (i.e. My Sin procur'd it for me, anJ 1 have ,,, © © 
no caule to complain ) Twill offend no m,re- Acknow- Job 33: 53514" 
lede his, uprightucſ5,and he will be Gracious unt» thee, And 
do it, when thou canſt not ſee the Rezſox of His Judgments, 
nor their Texdency 3 taking it ſtill for a Rule, That all the Ecclet3*14 | 
wayes of Gd are perf > Nothing can be put to them, Nor 
any thing taken from them. *T'was a good: Rtfolution in 
Fob, That though be were Righteous, yet would be not anſwer Fob 9.15. 
Goa 5 but make ſupplication his Fudge: And though he Job 13 15, 
ſhould ſlay him, yet will he truft iz Him : And this he would 
do, even whiles he thought he might maintain his 'own 
waycs bctore Him. ar £951 1U7'L IF 24 

Be Patient therefore : The coming of the Lord dearveth nigh 3 Tam.s,7. 
who will judge the World with Righte:nſneſs : Let neither Pf. 9.8, 
the wickeds proſperity , nor the daily Chaſtenings: of His 
own Pcople, be an offence ro thce : Goup into the Santi . 
ary of Go, There thou ſhale know the end. It ſhall not al- 7/73 "”* 
waies be carried thusz There will be-a' Reckoning, for the 
good things they had in their lite time : when thoſe that 
have lived in pleaſure, will wiſh that their Souls had been 
in thy Souls ficad, under all its prefſures 3 And it ſhall be 
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Rom 8. Ifo 
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Iſa 49-21. 
Ch.50., 


2 Cor.zo19 


Eccleſ$.12,13 


P/ 5311, 


Rom+2.2» 
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no grief of heart 'tothee, to remember'thy Mhrez' z2ad ma- 
mentany ſoferings » when thou feſt ſuch perrceable traits of 
Righteouſweſs brought forth thereby ; When thou thalt be 
wrapt up, with an holy amazement, and ſhalt ſay in thy 
heart , T loft mey Children and was deſokete , 4 Captive 
and Removing to-and:froz ( had no abiding place ) who hatb 
begotten me theſe | Whence canie they ! What root ſprang 
they from | My Light afflitions were not worthy to be compa- 
red with this Glory H<c'l never repent that he ſowcd in tears, 
who brings home his Sheafs with ſicch Foy. But, as you go 
along to this your blefſed home, and ſweet Place of Eternal 
Reſt it-may-be worth the while to Ruminate ſuch Scrip- 
tures as theſe 3 Thourh aSinner d1 evil an buxdrea times , and 
bis dayes be proloxged ( he goes unpuniſhed ) yer farely it 
ſpall be FFell with them that fear God > But it ſhall not be Well 
with the wicked : Vetily, There is a Reward for the Righteows 1 
Verily'Heis a God who judgeth in the Earth » And Hes judge- 
ment is according to Truth 5 'And bleſſed are they that wait 
for Him, Iſa. 3c. 18+ : 


Inference 6. 


Laſtly, All the Objections that are levied and brought 
againſt the Dodrine of EleQion -( as to the Abſolnteneſs, 
-Perſonality, and Eteraity-ofit ) The Pecsliarity of Redemp- 
tion 3 The Efficacions Predominance of Grace in Calling 3 
And Believers invincible Perſeverance inFaith and'Holinefs 3 
Would all be disbanded and-fent to:their own Place, Were 
but this One Truth, C which none, in words, will deny ) 
truely believ*d and Receiv'd in;-Love.z ' viz. That God bath an 


.abſolute Right of Dominion over His Creatures, to diſpoſe aud 


Determine of them , as ſremeth Him good, and1hat, In the 
Doixg thereof, He cannot but do Right, 


And fo 1 come to the Matter ftfily intended. 


——  ——— 


& 


ELECTION. 


He Dodtrine of EleTion, (in the latitude of it) con- 
taineth the whole Summ and Scope of the Goſpel; 
AndourMindes, it honeſtly ſubdued to the Do- 

| &rine of God's Sovereignty, cannot be employed 

about a more excellent Subjcet. 

It is called, The Foundation of God, not onely, becauſe 
of the Supereminency of it 3 but as a Foundation of Hiz— 
Own laying, Which God Himſelf and Alone, is the Authar 
of; and the Baſis whereof is Himſelf: 1t is that Foundation 
which flandetb ſure, and keeps them All ſuzre who ſtand up- 
on lf. | 

ELECTION is the pitching of Everlaſting love, Or 
the Good Pleature of God-Choofing and Decreeing to 
Eternal life: It is the Great Charter of Heaven, Gd's ſpeci- 
al and Frec-Grace Deed of Gift to His Choſen Ones; Made 
over in truſt unto Jeſus Chriſt , for their uſe and be- 
ncfits 

Now, inDecds of Gift, to make them Authentick , 


. there muſt be inſerted , {1 ) The name of the Door, ors 


Perſon that gives ; (2) The Name of the Doxee or perſon 
towhom : (3) The quality and extent of the Thing that is 
Given (4) The time when it was done : (5) The Con- 


ſideretton that moved. vbercto : (6) In caſe of fmpotency, it 


is uſual and neceſſary to ordain ſome Friend as Feoffee in 
truſt ; who is to fiand ſeized or Poſſeſſed of the Gift 
for the Donee*s uſe : All which are evidently found in 


\ Scripture Election , and may be Summ'd into this Pro- 


poſition, . 


Thats 


&l 
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Propoſition Tyat there is a Peculiar Peopl e, who were 


ver 45,52. 


began. 


\_T. For, Explanation © This *word ſ'Peculizy ]: denotes 


. the Excmption” or Privileging ofa Perion or- Fhing; from 
the power of another,in whole juriſdiction it was or {cem 


to be. It ſometimes fignifics Rzebes or Subſtance; which is of 


a Mar's own propcy getting, by Eabour and Tndifiry- - Tt is 


Alſo uſcd, todenominate Tuch/part 6fa'Man's Eftate;-as he . 


keeps in his orn bands; Which our Taw calls, his Demcſve 
Lands. Jn al} which reſpe&s;” the'K7e# are aptly texrnv'd va 
Peeulizr Feeplet For (1) Though. Satan be Prince of the 
world, and rules on every fidey yet, as touching the-Elc#&, 
it jsbut an ufup'd and temporary junfdidtion - that-he 
hath ovcr-thcm-:; They do, indeed, belong: to* another 
Prince; to whom their Chict Leid hath -givcx them :>who 
 therctore inthe appointed thhe, will reſenethem/fromchat 
uſinpatidn. * (2) They are the Lord's Treafare oof Tuberi- 
r.24ce; obtained by 4ibonr Indeed,” with Sweat-and-Blood : 
Than which, nothing is wore a Man's own,--nor hardlier 
parted with z,-Such ivasthe portion befiowed by-Fuceh on 
his beloved Joſeph, even Thatwhich the $etwithh1s: Sword 
and with his Bow, And(3_) Fhey are the Lord +PDemefyes; 


-. Hekeeps them jn His own hands : Tent rs them as the 4pple 


f His eye « He will not betruſt then: in the hands of others 5 
No, not of thcig pwy felcer | : 
; ) 


if penſonallyghbe goof 'Gog,tp-{hriſt, accqr- 
dingto His own good Vis are ; 4 
dain'dis Eternal Life, before the World 


"Ip 7 | pn, "Sea KI 
Before I come to a down-right proof of - the Propgſici- 
on, ſhall Firſt Explain« the Terms, *And- Secondly *Pro- 
duce a tew Inſianccs of a lowtr kind of Ele&tion, ' ſcil. To 
Mattcrs of a :Jower Concern,” thail That of Eternal Life , 
which yet might bc intcaded for a Type, and Shadow of it. 


” th *s a 
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Of God's Sovereignty, Ve. 

To | 0rdaiz ] is uſt hte, nn therfalnedſenſe as to Pre- 
deftinate »iApppoiptt, Prgp are, Necree,.08. Predetermineghings 10 
come-i Whichris done.in,tych Jorg and mpapnery thas. ths 
Event (hall cerzazaly; lucreats ; that, Jult 125. Ke: Forg- 
intended and Dafigptds - Jnrthis ſenſe Men gannot þy laid, to 
Predeſlinate, becauſe they cannot , with any certainty, 
D:termine of things not yet. .in being : But, all things 
; were .preſcut with, God from Eternity 3 Ayd His Decrec 
the: Caule of their, Futurition, or Stan {ing , torth.. ;.... 


% 4 


- By -{ Eternal life | Tundcrltagd , :Not ppcly. the Saints 
A&ual poſſetlian of Bleſſednels .,and Glory; ;( yhich ccn- 
tilts in thor parfke&-Conformity, to God, and, Communi- 
on with Him ) but alſo , Whatever is Regquiſite thereto, 
by -way- of Right, Preparations or ,Othcrwile z wherein arc 
corprchendcd, The Mediation of Chriſt 3, Effedtual Culling 


. and Final Perſcuergnee in; Faith and, HolmeſS ;_ Which arc, 


indeed; bat-lo- -many.-parts 4.0r Subdivitions of Elc&ion : 
Ye: haye them all-in one verſe in, the Old ,"Teftament , 
both as Appropriate to the lame Perſons,. andasbring inſc- 
perable : p 1tisin Tſa. 62+ 12+ Where Thoſe for whom the 


| b'gh way; is prepared and. caſt up, .areſuid to ba The Holy 
-_ Peoples (there's their. Eled4ion). Tac .Kedcemed of the Lord 3 
- ( That implies the:Office of Chriſt as Mediazor; ): They ; are 


| alfo iid to be Sought outs (which imports their Effet zl 


Calling: ): And: A Citie not forſaken : (, This implics their 


- Perſeverance : )- And, they. are hcre put in Luccelſon, as 


4 
4-1 4 


they tall jn Order ottime 3. E/edion 1s, therefore called, 4 
Preparingiunto GlorygROM-9+/23e, , - 


. + 'They.: were {, Perſonally ] Choſen-3 that is," the Obje&s 


-* 


of Ele&ion were:tingled, torch and. pitch'd upon by. Names 
,:! Choſen | In Chriſt, or Into, Ghrift ] as. their Head and 
Mediator 3. That thereby, their, Election, might beleccur'd 3 
that is , that the- Good, things. and Benchts. they were 


' Choſcrruntoz! might; (by:their being-in Clyiſt,) be Righte- 


ouſly theirs, and accordingly applicd to them, ; ' __,, 

[ Before the World began | The ſame thing for brevity ſake 
i5\commonly calkd. Eternity : and in Scripture Phraſe, From 
Enerlaſtirige a 4 7 |» | | 


eh-4 Cftdt6-5 $a: ; 
0 
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Gen.” 2 x o-L, 


Ia $1.2: 


Devt.7 7,8, 


o* 
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[ According to Hir Own good Pleaſu-e ] This ſhews us the 
Root of EleRion3 Or, the great Bottom-Ground, on which 
It is founded z Excluſive to all things el{e, as being any 
way Cauſal , Contribatory, or Motive thercto, 


2+ For Tyſtances ofa lower kind of Eledtion. Conſidcr 
here, God's Choofing and D:ſtinating certain Perſons by 
Name and Some ot them, befire they were horn, to ſignal 
and emincnt Service in the world ; wherem they were Pate 
terns of the Eleion we are treating of: and may well bz 
Reckoned a Collateral Froof and Evidence of it. 


Abraham was pitch*d upon, to be the Root and Fath:r 
of God's peculiar p:ople; Whom He would Own and Ho- 
nour above the Nations of the World; And that in him, 


All Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed: Which contams a 


Promiſc, That the Mefias, or $4viour of the World, ſhould 
come of his poſterity : A wonderful high Hononr ! But, 
what was there in Abraham, that might Move God thus 
to prefer him above theReft of his Kindred ? Was be any 
thing morcto God, or had he ſerved Him better than other 
Iolatcrs with whom he lived? No, in no wiſe : and yet 
the Lord firgled him forth and callede him alone, And, in 
truth, no other Reafon can be given for it , than what 1s 
given for His love to Abraham's poſtcrity 3 He loved them bc- 


. £xuſe He loved them. Nox was he pitch'd upon to be the Fa- 


ther of many Nations, nor Sarah to be the Mother of them, 
tor any natural fraittulneſs in them above others : For, 


- Abrasham*s body was now dead ; And Sarsh, bchdes her 


Natural barrenneſs, was pafs the age of Child bearing ; 
which occafioned her to lmugh at the promiſe : For who- 
(indeed would make choice of adry'd Stock and a barren Soil 
fo begin his Nurſery with? Inſuch materials. is nothing to 
induce tO its - | | 


The Gine courſe He was plcaſed to take with Abrahams 
immediate S2ed ; He takes not all of them ;, but, Ix Kaac 
ſpall thy Seed be called, Thus Fſazc was taken and Ihmatl - 
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| of Gods Sovereignty, &c, | 45, 
And though A4brahanr's prayer was heard for Iſhmael, ſo as 
to have himbl:ſſed with outward thingsz yet, as to the 
main thing, God rcje&s him 3 and Reſulves Fo eftabliſh bis 
Covenant with Iſaac, who was yet uuborne | ' Qen. 17-19» 


Thelikealſo He doth by 1/zac's Children : Jacob he loved, 
but Eſau He hated : Which is both the Prophct*s, and Apo- yo — 
ſtles expoſition of thoſe words [ The Elder ſhall ſerve the. gm, $,12,13s 
Tounger] And this differcnce was put before they were born 3 
yea, and intail'd alſo upon thcic poſteritics : The One, arc 
the people of bis wrath, againſt whom He hath indignation for Obad wv. 10,182 
cuer > Their Captivityſhall not Return; When the whole Earth Exe«55050, 
rej 1yeeth they ſhall be deſolate, &c. But for Facob, the Lord 
will bring them back to their own Land, and plant them, and 
—_— them aſſurcdly ,, and do them good with His woole 74. v5 

1earte 

| But Ict be obſcrvcd, It was not Facob's more worthy de- 
meanour, whether foreſeen or adted, that: procurcd him the 
bletling :. Eſau did more tor it than He , and more fiucerely. 3 
He hunted for Veniſon,and for trxe Veniſon 5 ſuch as his Father 
lovedzwhich he alſo makes ready, and brings with ſpeed, big 


Gen27 53M, 
45* 
with exp<ctation of his blcfling which alſo he ſecks in 


 portunatecly, with tears and hitter crying. 


Now, what good thing doth Facob do, to inherit the 
bleſſing ? 
1+ He gocs about to invade Anothers Right; for the 
blcſling bclong'd torhe Firſ-born, 
2. Heſccks to pervert the known intention of his Fa» 
ther, which was to bleſs Eſa. | 
3+ Heabuſcthhis Father with counterfeit Veniſon. 
4+ He takes the Name of God in vain, to make his dif- Gen 27.5 
patch. th: more probable. 
5+ He ſceks it by fraud and doww-right lying : Hz 
cloaths his Neck and Hands with the Kids skin zand round» 
ly affirms himſcIfto be Eſaz. ( Very improper means to 
obtain a blciling ! ) 
It ned not be ask'd , which of the Two?s deport- 
mcnt was moſt deſerving: One would eafily conclude 
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the bleſſing to-be Efax's : But ſce the Event ! He that car- 
ics himfet unworthily, carries away the bl:fling: Hz that 
b:havcs -himletf dutifully fo obtainit, Is diſimift-without it: 
And though his *Father bla Farrb inwitiingly,” ant by 


; miſtake 5 yet, wh:n he cim#? toknow it;he wis fo for from: 


reverſjag, what he had done, That he patſonatecly affrms it 1 
T have bl:fſed him ; yea and he (hall be ns 
Would we know,now, the Reaſon of this ſtrange and (ac- 


. cording to men) irrational. Event ? It was, That the Purpoſe 


of God, according to Eleftion might tand(The elder mutt Tcrve 
the younger ) Nat of IFcrhes,”* but of Him" that Callcth,” And 
tis wonderfull to obſerve, how God ordercd the Serics and 
whole courle of this Tranſition, as intending it a fall and 
pregnant example of Eternal Ele&tion: For,it holds torth to 
us, The Sovereig#ty of -God oyer His Creatures3' The freencſs 
ot His - Grace, in - Chooſing thoſe that are leſ5 deſerving 3 
The Sure effi& ot His Purpolcs 3, His wiſe and certaiy Or- 
dering of - things relating to ſuch an'End ; And His lſing 
of Mcancs and Inſtruments therein, ' quite befides the Na+ 
tral Fcope cfthem, and contrary to their own I.tendment, 


- Then for the Ifraclitesz. This people the. Lord Choſe in 


1vt.20.25, Abraham 400 ycearcs before He publiquely owned' therh : 


Thcy are cxpreſly texm'd An Eleft Natin, as bing ſe- 
perated from the Reſt of the World'; A» holy ,' ſpecial , 


25.18.19. preculiar, perple unto God 3 He took them for Hir*Orn 


portion, the Lat of bis Tyheritance: Read his own words, (tor 
they are precious words” with thofe to whom they apper- 


tain _) Levit. 20. 26+ Te ſhall be boly unto Me * For I bave 


ſeucred you from other people, that ye ſhould be Mine; Detit. 745, 
The Lird thy God hath Choſen thee ty be*a ſpecial people 
unto himſelf, above all people that are on the face of the earth; 
_ Chap. 26-18,19, The Lord this day bath 4vouthed' thee to be 
His peculiar people, and to make ' thee high abvve all Nati- 
ons : Deut.10.15,- The Lord had a delight zz thy fathers, 
to loze themy_ and: He Choſe their Seed after them, even you 
a bove all people, &c. But were they as farr above Other 
Nat.ons in goodneſs , in greatneſs, Or excellent demeanor - 
| 6 me TY, oo 


A, . why" ; % LEO 0 Þ | 
_ Of Godl's SHOMOIRS; Ec. 47 
And was that it which intituled theti to this honour ? 
No ſuch matter; As appearcs (1) by the Reafou there 


allignced 3 Te, ſhall be a goes treaſure nito Me, abo:0 Exod. 1f.cs 
 ell-perple 4 [Fr £ the Karih is Mine. ] Tt is, as if the | 
Loxd had, ſaid , There is no difference between you and 

other Nations All - ae. is Mine, and I may take 

where T willz Iam not tycd toyny :1 mi;ht take of thetn, 

and diſcard you 3 Thicy cannot carry it more unworthily 

than you have done, and will do; 1 looked from Heaven, 

and .confidered their works and yours 3 I ſee that your 

hearts .are faſhion'd a like : And (2) Their after-demcat- 

our did, abundantly ycrifie itz and the Lord fircſam it 3 

I know that than wouldjt deal treacheroufly, and waſt called a 48. -; 
a tranſpreſſr from the womb, That thou would;t be obſtinate, "4+ 

thy. Neck an iron _ſinew, and thy brow braſs and that'thw Ter 32.20 
.worl4,t dy only cvill from thy youth up : &c. What 'then was bow 
the. Cauſe cr Motive of God's'chooſing thein above” others? 

It was His undclerved love and favoitr *to thetn z *He Den, 5.9. 
lxed them becauſe He Ioved' thine __F 


. ,Come to David: God had provided Him'a King among 
7iſt's Sor.s,andSamyel muttpgo to anoynt him:but it muſt be 
Him wbom the Lord ſhould Name to him: Not the eldeſt, 1 Sam 16,3-. 
or, goodlicft perſon : And therefore, ayes h:, (when 312, 
. they paſs betore him, ) The L:rd. hath uit Choſew this , 
Ner this > Nor t5ſc , Bat David: 'Ths true, th: Lord did 
not mction David's name to Samuel , but, He did what 
- was cquivalcntz for, when Darz4 comcs'in, He tells him, 
This is He, Anoyn bims AnJ4 obſcrve, This [hcÞ'was 
the youngct, the meancſt, and moſt unlikely 3 ſearte recko- 
nd as.ouc,of the family .: (tor hz was not brought in 
among the, Reſt.) Then, 'Nete his Circuinſtances 3 Hs 
. employment was tokecp the ſheeps His exercil2 , 'what 
was.:it, but ſuchas is reckoa'd cff:minate 7'H2 addi&.d 
-. himſ{clf to Muſick : {cg alſo his Complexion 'or Coniſti- 
tution.of body, Whice and Ruddy 3 no promiling 'cha- 4 
. rater of a Maxtial Sprrit. : And yet this Man (or Ta- 
thee, this 12d and {iripling)thus qualified aud thuis elucated, 
he 
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he muſt be the Captain of the Lord's hoſt z who yet had the 
greateſt encmics to deal with; and therefore had need of a 
Man of courage and condud tobe over them. Well ! let 
David's birth, complexion, employment, education. be what 
it will ; Never ſo unlikely in all humane reſpects 3 yet, this 
David is, an\ he muſt be the man, whom the Lord will ho- 
nour, toRule his people, to fight their battels, and to doex- 
ploits. In this choice, the Lord was pleaſed to ſet-by what- 
ever iS taking with men , He ſceth not as Man ſeeth , 1.65 
He regards not Men for thcir Natural accomplithments : 
It for any thing, it muſt be (probably) for ſome excellent en- 
dowment of the Mind and that of }Viſdome is of as weighty 
conſideration in the choice of a Prince, as any other : But 
this is no Inducement or Motive to Gods He reſpetts nt axy 
that are wiſe of beart : And it He did , it Was not here to be 
had Davidhad no Prince-like qualities above his brethren, 
until afterwards : Which thing is plainly intimated in the 
thirteenth verſe, where it is ſaid, The Spirit of the Lord came 
pon Him | from that day forward. | 


Then for Feremy, Th: Lord ordains him to be a Prophets 
ſets him over Nationsand Kingdoms; commitſionates him 
£0 Root out and pull down 3 To build and to plant : &c. 
Why? what had Feremy done, that the Lord ſhquld ca]l 
him to ſo Impcrial a work ? Sure, no great matter 3 for this 
he was ordaincd to, before he was born 3 Before I formed thee 
74 the belly Thnew thee\(l ſanitificd thee and ordained thee a 
Prophet: Jer.1+5 . It alſo appears by his own Confelfion, how 
unmeet he was for ſuch a work, and how unwilling 3 I can- 
not ſpeak for Tam a Child, ver. 6+ 


Another Inſtance may be Cyras 3 This man was decreed to 

a great and noble work 3 It was, in brict, to deftroy the 

Golden Monarchy ; To break inpicces the hammer of the 

whole Earth » To Releaſe God's people out of Captivity, 

and to build His Temple: and this more than an hundred 
years before Cyrus was born: The Lord fiyles him his Anoyn- 
8d, His Elc, H s Shepheard, and One that ſhould perform 


all 


J 
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His pleaſure, And He calls him by his Neme too; which is ver.445 


twice rcpzatedas a thing to beremark'd: Andto inforce.jt 
the morc, Hz adds a note of Narrower oblervancez Thare 
calledthee | cur] bythy Name. | 

Was _ x Bee Fm becauſe he would be a paiffant 
Prince? "Or did the Lord makchim puiſſant and viori- 
ous, b:cauſe appointed to ſucha work ? Hear what the Lord 
Himſclt ( who b:{t knows the ground of His own Deſigna- 
tion ) ſays of him Thus ſaith the L:yd to His anointed, to 
Cyrus, wh ſe right hand I have holden, ( i.e. I gave him 
ſtrength and taught him how to uſe it ) I will loyſe the loyns 
of Kings, and open to him the tw>9 leafed Gates; I will gobe- 
fore bim, 1 will break inpieces the Gates of braſs, aad cut in 
ſunder the bars of iron, &&. But what ſhall Cy-us have done, 
That the great God ſhould do him this honour? He did not 
ſo much as know the Lord ; which alſois twice repeated, as 
2 matter worthy our obſervation. 


Laſtly, Paxl; The Lord from Heaven commilſjonateshim 
His Preacher Gencralamong the Gentilesz tobear His Name 
b:fore Kings To Mawl and Rauſack the devil's kingdomzand 
to turnthe World uplide-down ( Witneſs his doings at 
Epheſus, Athens, and other placcs : ) And this he was called 
to, even whilcs in the heat of his perſecuting fury againki 
that Name, which now he is {ent to preach : And that there 
was no motive on Payls part, himſelf is witneſs, where 
{pcaking of that his Call, he aſcribes it to the pleaſure and 
power of God, as much as he. doth-his natural . birth, 
Gal. fs : EE Me Sn 

7 might allo bring inthe Storics of "Sampſon, Joſiah, 
Fobn Baptiſt, and others, tothe ſame effe& :. but that time 
would tail. 


Now, Theſe inſtances may not be valued as Hiftorical 
Relations onely 3 (that would be toonarrow a meaning, for 
them )but according to the Scripture-way of inferring and 
improving to fpiritual Uſes z and ſo, they will be a good 
Preparatory proot of the buſineſs in hand : For, if there be 
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an EleCtion perſonal unto things of atemporary Concernment ; 
and that, ſo long afore ſome of the perſons were in being : 7f 
alſo, there be an abſuluteneſtin God's Decrees concerning 
theſe; How much more in, Matters of Eternal weight! 
And if the Lord did not Jook oxt of Himfelf tor the mo: ing 
conſideration on which He ſel«&ed thoſe perſons to their 
{ſeveral honors, and atchicvments 3 (and if He had, Hr 
ſhould have found none ) Much le(s can ElcHion to Eternal 
Salvation, and Union with Himſelf, bc tounded in the Crea- 
ture ; Doth God take care for Oxen ? From the lefs 
co the greater is a Scriptural way of arguing, and proves 
{trongly. 


I come now toa more dirc& and poſitive proving the 
Propoſition z wherein my preſent ſcope is not ſo much to 
prove, That there is an Ele&ion ; as What this ElcQion is; 
iz. How it is Qualihed and Circumſtantiated : And this re- 
ſpecs the Objetts of Ele&ion, with the Manyer, Time, and 
Motives of it. . 

And yet, as introductiveto theſe, it may be expedient to 
touch on the Othey; And ſo ( forthe cleercr diſcuſſion 
thereof) I caſt the Propolition. into ſix: branches. 


I. Thatthere is an Eleftionof Mento Sal- 
pation. Wn | 

IE. That,this Ele&ion is Abſolute. 

UI. That,#is Perſonal. EE 

TV. That it is from Eternity. 

V. That the Eleft are Choſen in Chriſt. 

VI. ThatEle#ion is founded upon Grace, 
Theſe being made good by. poſitive Scripture, Or Argus - 


ments deduced thence ; It will not much conccrn us what 
isallegedto the contrary« | 


I. There- 


Of GouÞs Sovtrejfenty, Rc - Fx 
I, There is an Elefion of Men t» Salvation, 


That is, there are Some, 4 cerf411 Remnant, that ſhall be ſa- 
zed , and this by virtue of Ele&i»7, This is cleerly implycd 
in thoſe noted and compcndious ſcntcnces, Rom. 1.1+7, The 
Elef;»4 bath obtained ; As 2. 47, The Lord added to the 
Churchſlich as ſhould be ſaved: and Chap. 13. 48, As many 
a5 were ordained to eternal lite, bclieved. But, more 
exprcſly, in Rom, 1 1+ 5, There is a Remnaxt according to the 
Elcfion of Grace: 1 Theſ. 5. 9, God bath not appointediis ut 
to wrath 3 blit to obtain Salvation {and 2 Thiſ: 2+ 13, God 
bath from the beginning choſen you'to Salvation. | 

And theſe are called The Eleion, or Party of Ele& Ones z 
as thoſe Circxciſed, are called the Cireameifionz and the 
Angels that ſtood, are diſtinguiſhed from thole that filh by. 
the title of Ele. They are alſo aid to be choſen Vetlels 3 
and Veſſels of Mercy as thoſe that are Jeft, Velels of wrath, 
and Soris of Perdition : The Scripttire ſtill ſees then forth by 
diſtinguiſhing chara@ers, . 6 ENT 

' I, AsaParty ſeperate from the TYVorld; T ( ſayes Chriſt ) 

bave choſen yow out of the TYorld, Joh. 1. ig. and Ch. 17-9, 

Tpray not for the World, but for them which Thin haſt given 

as me : and ver. 16, They are not of the World, even as Tam not 
7 of the World : Mark 4-71 , Vito [you] it is*given to know 
Fl the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God, but unto [ them without ] 
y all things are done in parables, 'Of Facob and Efan ( who 
| werean evident type, of this Scpergtion ). it is aid tq: Re-. 
p bekghy Two Nations &rg in thy Womb, aud two manner. of pev-: 
ple, Gen 25+ 3+ Androt:7 acobs poſterity; The Peopleſhall, 

dwel alone, ang lb zot.be reckoncd am mg the Nations Num. 


fl 23+ 9+ | And This People ( layes God ) have I formed for my Iſa.43.21. 

zo felf : Theſe are the People of His Holyneſs , The Reſt, are Ad, 05-53-18 
verjerits...* ©: 10 Unconml nfo ed bene ongand 3 eB 

: ; FL. As Mcn:of anothetiRace or Kindred; and; a5 fpridge 

a ing. trom another Ruot : We arg. of Gody and the mbolg ori, * 1095-19: 

by lyeth ju rrickedueſ7 ; (Ot, inchat Wicked One, as their ROE 
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ver. 42, 44t 


Matth-23.8, 
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Luke :0.34-35 cd from the Children of this World , as a Party accounted 


Rev.21.27 
Ch, 20313 & 
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*** > * Qualiſications") that muſt arid alwaycsdo, precede the finial 
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and Head ) He that is of God, hearetb God's Ward: Ye there” 
fore bear them nt ; becauſe ye are not of God: The: one Party 
are {aid to be Children of Light; the Other, of the Night : 
The Oe, of God 3 the Other, of the World: The Oxe is from 


Abvve 3 the Other, from Beneath : God is the Father of the 


Ones the Devil,ot the Other. 

ITT. As Men ſubjx& to another Head 3 We are Thine 
(faycs the Church to God) Tho never beareft Rule over them: 
All that the Father giveth me( faith Chriſt ) ſpall come to me : 
My Shcep hear my woice > I kyow them, and they follow me ; 
And @ Stranger they will net follow : And this, becauſe One is 
thcir Maſter even Chriſt, Of others He faith, that they will 
not come unto Him, Fohn 5.40, | EY 

IV. As belonging to Axother World.. The good Seed” 
are the Children of the Kingdom And they are diftinguiſh- 


worthy'to obtain the world to come : And accordingly we 
find;That None arc adinitted. into the New Feruſalem, but 
whife names were found written in the Book of Life: And whoſe 
name ſoevcr was not written there, was caſt into the lake of fire. 
On the ſame account, Judas iS laid to go to hisown place 3, 
AQs 1.25. And the Elef,into the Kingdom prepared for them, 


[ 


IH. Eleflion is Abſolute: 


Th this are two things of great import 3 Irrevocableneſs: 
and-Indeperdency : The Decree is Irrevocable on God's part, 
and Independent as to-humane performances: God will not- 
go-backfrom His Parpoſeto ſave His People'y Nor fhall their! 
own unworthineſs or averſneſs make void His moſt Gracious 

intendment. And hence ( 7ſuppoſe, it is, that ) thoſe vari- 
ousexpreſljons-of this ſame thing ( viz, Predeſtinate, Ordain, 


© ** © Prepare, Appoint ) have nothing ſubjoynd that is like a con-- 


ditional. There are, indeed; a kind of Conditions ( or rather 


compleatmeiit.of EleQion 3 ( as Repentance towards __ _ 
| 5; 'ait 


BF 
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Faith towards our Lord Feſitd. Chriſt ).* which, therefore 


may be called Conditionals of Fatvationy' but not ſo to 


Elefion. ; 
Blettion is the great Fundamental Inſtitute of the Goſpet ; 


It is That, which in-humane States is' call'd The Swpream 


Eaw, whichis-both Trreverſible in it ſelf; and requires that 


. all inferiour adminiſtrations be accommoded thereto : So, the 


Salvation of God's Elect, being the higheſt law of the Hea- 


venly State and Kingdom 3 mult, on the ſame (and firmer) 


ground, remain Inviolable. Tt is That for which all things 
elſe have their being :: The Plot whfreby God deſigns to 


Himlelt the higheſt Glory: And tor whjch He hath been at ſzch- 


Coft 3 that, ſhould His detignment miſcarry, the whole Crea- 
tion con!d not conntervail the dammage.He could not there- 
fore ( tor God cannot deny Himlſclt ). I ſay, He could not 
ſo contrive the grandeſt Deſign of His Glory, as that it 


ſhould ever. need to be R.voked or Altered : Nor could He 


leave it obnoxious to diſappointment 3( which it muſt be, 
if ventured on a creatcd bottom ) Yea, it behoved Him 
( as Supream Law-giver ) ſo to determine and ſubju- 


gate All; that the great Exd.of all might remain infru>- 


ſtrablee. 
*Tis grantcd true, That the beſt-founded States upon 


Earth are ſubje& to mutation : Princes may die, and then 


cheir thoughts periſh : Their minds may alter, and depart 


from their, firſt Reſolutions : Succeflors may drive a contra- 


ry Jutereſt : Unlook*d-for accidents may entangle them -. 


Forreign Enemics may encroach upon them, and obſtruct 
their work : Or the Peoples own folly may. be ſuch, as to 
marr and defeat. the beſt-lay'd deſigns for their -own good . 
Hnmane affairs: are cxpoſed to a Thouſand Incidents , 
which humane prudence can neither prevent nor provide 


againſt. 


But it is not-ſo with God, No Event can be new.to Him; 


He declares the end from the beginning : His Judgement and. 
Purpoſe cannot alter ; He is of one mind, and who can turn 
Him? He is alſo Immortal, and thetboughts of His Heart ſtand 
faſt to all generations : No Creature can f(eclude it ſelf trom 


H 3 His 
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Pſ.33-I1, 


fr, 1. 


Een.6.%, 


Gall 3.21, 


Eph.:.12. 


2Tj;m.19, 
Tit. 1.2, 


Arg,t. 


cant be ſuppoled the condiaion of it, is 4 part of the 7; ths”? 
| 1 
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' Mis Government 3. In His baydir the ſoul of everyliving thing* 


Yea, the moſt caſual (tous) and epprſite Emcrgencics, are 
by His Power and wiſdom, reducible to His purpoſe and 
cannqt reſiſt their b2ing. made ſubſervient to His Will. 
Ard thismay:b2one-Reaſou, why EleRtion is fo often af- 
hrmyd to be From the berinzing, and From the F undation 
of the World ; viz. toſhew, That whatever ſhould be in time, 
ſhould be ſubordinate to El&1243 Which is all one as to make 
it Abſolute, t 


The Abſoluteneſs of Eleftiow may. be evinced by ſuch Ar- 
guments:as theſe, 434 Þ6: PEE. 
-Þ. Ttit were not Abſolute, it woult! be but after the 
Covenant of Works : which being conditional, how ſoon 
was it broken, even by One who had power to keep it ! 
And if Man in that honour did notabide in it; how ſhould he 
Now, when fo firong and brawny a bias is grown upon hs 
heart, that'he runs Counter ever fince? If there bad been a 
Law given that could bave \given lifes Righteouſneſs ſpould 
have been by the Lew 3 Which ſhews, that the New "Covcnaut 
does more for us than the 01d ; for it grveth lifes and then 
ir mult give the performance of the Condition, which that 
life hangs apon. Lt allo ſhews that the firſt Covenant did 
29t give life and that it fal'd b:cauſe it ; was conditional; 
The Law thews our duty, but:gives not wherewith toper- 
fox it ; The new Covenant docs both, by writing the Law 
in the heart. TD 
All under the Covenant of Works, are without God, with- 
out Chrift, and without Hope: and this, becauſe ſtrangers 
to the Covenant of Grace, or Grace of EleQion. It thcre- 
fore, the Elect hall: be i a herrer Condition than bes 
fore; ' their Election muſt be Abſolatp: © And that it might. 
be ſo, the NzwCovenant was made with Chriſt on their 
behalf; and is that Grace given #s in Him , before the World 
began © | MR, RT 


TT. Blethiournuſt be grantad Abſolute, becauſe whatever 
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Seed will 1 give this land: In which promiſe, the Lord under- 
takes as well to give Abraham a Sced to inherit that land ,4s 


55 


ſelf : Much like that promiſe of God to Abraham, fo thy Gen.1247+ 


that land to his Seed: and accordingly we find, that thenext , 1 | 2 8, 


Head of that Seed,was born by victue of the Promiſe : So the 
whole courfeand Scries of things conducing to the final accom” 
pliſhm cnt of Eleton, is included in it , and aſcertam d 
by it ; and that with ſuch firmneſs and ſecurity, as if the 
end it felt had been attain'd, when the Decrce was made 3 25 
(namely) Redemption from Sin Effe&ual Calling and 
Perſeverance to Glory ; ( of which more fully under thoſe 
Heads _) which alſo ſeems tobe the mcaning of the Apolile 


in 1 Fohx 2. 28, wherehe makcs Eternal life it ſelf, to be the 
Subſtance of the Promiſe. . 


III. Tt muſt be Abſolute, becauſe by ſuch an EleQion HTg« 3» 


only can Salvation be Inſur'd. This bottom Adam had not in 
bis Primitive State 3 He was made upright, but his Continar, 
3g, that ſtate, was hung upon his well-uſing of what -be had, 
without any additional help, beſides his original Stock. In 
him may be ſcen the ztmrjt that created Grace, of it ſelf, can 
do z evcnin a ſtate of Perfezo# : Unto which being left, 


How ſoon did he degenerate and come to Ruin! And all his 


Poſterity would have run the ſame courſe, if placed in his 
ſteadzas we know they have done (One by One)Notwitbſian- 
ding a)l the helps, which are given in common, unto men. 
And 'tis no wonder, Since Now they have fo ſtrong a Bias 
to evil, which Adam had not.. And if there b- any advan- 
tage caft in,.. ( which ſome do affirm, and call it Thc New 
Covenant ) the more is our Docrine confirm'd : For, the 
more helps they have, if yet they fall ſhort; ( as they do ) 
the more evident it is, That nothing ſhort of ſuchan Elc- 
tion will fecure them. An Example of this we have in the 
Old World; who, by all their Natural Ingeniolity, and long 
lives to unprove it, together with Noah's fixſcore years prea- 
ching, and the Spirits ſtriving z were not led unto God 
but ſtill grew from bad to worſe, until all the imaginati- 


ons of their hearts were oply evil, and that continually. And Gen.6. 5 


this 


vVer.12, 


1 Time1,16, 


Pf 147.19 20 
Ezeh.16,51% 


1ſa.1.6. 


Eph. 2.5z$, 
Rom. 5421, 


Arg. 4, 


A Pradical Diſcourſe 


this wasnot the Caſe of a few, or ſome 3 but of the whole 
Race univerſally ; All fleſh had Corrupted bis way. 

It is True, That Noah was found Righteous and as true 
it is, That Ele&ion was it that made him ſo, as ver, 8, But 
Noah found Grace in the eyes of the Lord; and this, in the 
ſame ſ{cnſe, That-Paw/obtainzd m-rcy, Scil. By Mercy's ob- 
taining or taking hold of him, 

It may allo be ſecn in the people of Tſrae! 3 who, over and 
above their Common Or Natural Grace, had many helps and 
additions, that others had not; The Lord dealt not ſo with 
any Nation, as with them, And yet, the Generality of them 
{o bad, That thcy juſtified their Siſter Sodom. 

The firſt Covenant thus failing 3 ſuch was the Grace of 
our Lord, ( forcſceing it) as to determine of a ſecond , or 
New Covcnant 3 by which He would fix and ſcexre a Rem- 
nant, and that Tf z/libly : And hence it is termed, The Co« 
venant of Grace, as not depending at all upon Works 3 and 
This is That Grace that Saves, and Reigns to Eternal life : 
And theſe are thoſe ſure mercies of David, recorded in the 
55 of Iſaiah. It is the Abſolutencſs of it, that makes it a Ber- 
ter Covenant, 


TV. Thercis the ſameRcaſon for theAbfoluteneſs of Me,."s 
EleRion, as of Chriſt's, That Man or humane Body, which 
the ſecond Perſon was to Aﬀſume and Unite to Himſclt, was 
not Ordain'd tothat Union, upon any Condition whatever, 
as (namely ) It Heſhould fullhl all Righteouſneſs, Dcftroy 
the Devil, diſſolve his works, and make Attonement tor fin ; 
For theſe He could never havedone without that Union : 
And that His Ordination thereto was Abſalute, appears by 
Heb. 10, 5, A Bodyhaſt Thou prepared Me And Luke 1.35, 
That Holy Thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
Son of God. Matth. 1. 2 1 , Hefhall ſave His people from their 

fins. Ju which places the Abſoluteneſs of the Decree tor 
that Man's being United to the Son of God, is evidently 
ſet forth. And, 1 hat oxy Ele@tion , ( as to this Circum- 
ſtance of it ) holds proportion with that of Chriſt, ye will 


{ce more fully afterwards, 
p, It 
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Y. Tt was neceflary That Election ſhould b: 4[Iute. gp 5+ 
b:cauſe of the Ab/aluteneſ; of God's Decree tor the death of g 
Chriſt ; unto which Hz was Fore-ordained whrepralablys 1 Peryrr9, 26 
And all that wcre ſaved before Hz ſaffer:d, were faved 0:1 
the Credit of that D:cree. The Scripture? allo tells yo 
plainly, That He was the L1mb ſliin from the foundation of #ev 13-8. 
the World , and that it wes #:t p ſible Taat Cup ſhould MHth-25 39, 
paſs from Him. Aad if it be a thing below the prudence Ko: 
of Men , to lay down the price witFout ſecuring the | 
Purchaſe: Then ſurely, the Wiſdom of God would never 
determine the death of H:s Son, for Men's Salvation, an] 
leave the Salvation of thoſe very Men at an uncertainty 3 
which nceds it muſt be , if Election were not Abſu- 
lite. 


Laſtly, It might alſo be argued from the Nature of Di- 4, & 
vine Promiſes z which arc patterns and Dcclarative Copies of Sw 
th? Decree. Now, the Promiſ.s touching Spiritual bletfin2s, 
are Abſolute, They are of that Word, which is for ever ſer- Pſ.119.89. 
tled in Heaven: Sce the Promiſes of ſending Chrift to be a 
Redeemer , Gen. 3- 15- The Holy Ghoſt to fandtifie and 
lead into all Truth, Foh. 16. 7, To ſprinkle cl-an water 
upon them : To give thema New heart : To cauſe them to &xeh 35.26 
walk in his Statutes : That He will be their God , and they 
ſhall be His people, and ſhall not depart from Him ; That if Fer.24.7. 
they ſin, He will Chaſtiſe them with the rods of Men 3 but 
His everlaſting kindneſs He will not take from them: And that 
at laſt He will preſent them faxlileſs before the Preſence of His Fude,ver 24+ 
Glory. Theſe all, with others of like tenour, are delivered 
in Poſitive and Abfolute Texms 3 without any ſhew of Re- 
ſervation, Proviſo, Condition, or Heſitation about them. 

And if Theſe ( which are Tranſcripts of the Decree ) be 4b- 

ſolute; It tollowes, That the Dccrec alſo is the ſame. Aud 

on this Ground it is, the Apoſtle ſtands, when he challeng- Rom.8.33 343 
eth all the World to Nullitie G-d's El:Qtionz which he nc- ' 
ver would have done, had it not been S»ereiguly Abſolute. 


I TI. Elefion 


2 


Arg. t, 


Pro. 8.23--31. 


1 Pet.3.1y9,0- 


A TraTical Difeon-fe 
IH. Elefron is 'Perfonal. 
AND 

I V. 1ltis from Eternity. 


Theſe twol put together in proof, becauſe they are fre- 
quent]y joyncd in Scripture. | 

It wasnot the whole lump of Mankind, that was the Ob- 
z<& of Elefion; Nor was this Election (as fome ſpeak )a D=- 
cree to Elect (uch as ſhould happen to be thus and {6 
qualified : But, Certain Detcrminate Perfins were Chyſcn 
by Name, or fingled ot from among the Reſt, and ordain'd 
to Eternal life, Our Saviour ſtiles them The Men that were 
grven Him [| ozt of the World, John 15. 6. And thcy werc 
Given Him by Name ( as well as number ) and by the 
Names He knows them, Fohy 1c, 3, and 14. And that this 
Ele&ion was tranſacted from Eternity, is evident, John 17-23. 
with vere 24. Eph. 1. 4. Rev, 13. and Chap» 17. 8. &c. 


Thele may be Argued, 


I. From the Example of Chri/f*s Eledtion: It was not a 
perſon uncertain, that was to be Lord and Chriſt; but, the 
Second Perſon m Humane Nature : And this Capacity He ſu- 
ttain'd from Everlsting. Nor was it Any Body, which He 
might affame, but that very ſame numerical Body, that was 
prepared for Him 3 Heb. 16. 5. with Pſa. go. 7 And this 
very Perſon He loved b<fore the foundation of the World, 
Fob 17. 2-» 

It is worthy Obſervation, how particulir the Decrie was, 
even in things Circamſtartial to our Lord Chriſt; As thar 
He ſhould come of Abraham's Stock, of Fudah's Tribe, of 
David's Lineage, Be conceived im.a Virgin, Born at Bethlem, 
and this, when the Sceptre was departing from Fud4h , 
That He ſhould be Buffeted, Scourged , Spit-upon , hanged 
on a Trec 3 His hands and His fect pierced 3 That gall and vi- 
negar ſnou}J be given Him to drink > That a bone oe _ 
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Of God's Sovereignty, Ec, | 
ſhould not be broken ( even whiles on both fides of Hitt), 
they were ) That His Garments ſhould be parted , and lots 
caſt on His Veſture; As alſo, That He ſhould rile again the 
third day, &c- And that thcſe were all Decrced, appears by 
the Propheſies of them 3 which are the D-cree exempliicd (or 
Drawn out of the Regittcr.) As touching His Reiurrecion, 
It is faid Expreſly, I will declare the Decree : And the {ame 15 
as true of all the Rc. | 
And it the Ele&ien of the Head was Perſonal and from 
Eternity > why not theirs that ſhould make up His Body , 
ſince They did as really exiſt Then, as the Humane Nature of 
Chriſt did ? Beſides, it was very agreeable, That He an1 
They ſhoald both be appointed together z For, He could not 


 bzan Head, but with reſpe& to a Body : An1 that they were 
, expreſly Detcrmin'd of, appears by 139 ſz. v. 16. In thy 


book were all my Members written, when as yet there was nn? 
of them. It auy ſay, That was meant of David's Mctnbers ? 
I anſwer, That if God thought the Members of an Earthly 
body worthy His Regiſtring 3 He could not be les particu- 
harand Exact, about the Myltical Body of His $9 : Belidcs, 
David was His Types 
Chriſt alſo was Ordain'd to be a Savizer, and that by His 
death; and both from the foundation of the World : It was 
theretoreexpedient, Then alfo to be Determined, How ma- 
ny, and who in particular, ſhould have Salvation by Him : 
He was not To die for Himſelf, but for thoſe, whole ſecuri- 
ty He undertook, Now, it is not a thing proper, to ſpeak 
ot Security or Bail, but with rc{pe& to a Debtor or Offender 3 
And that Debtor or Off:nder muſt be kyown too,and Named, 
Or elle, the entring of Bail is an Inſigniticant A& 3 clpecial- 
ly, where the Surcty hath no debt or default of his own to 
be charged with. Our Lord and Saviour did not- offer 
Himſelt ( if I'may fo ſpeak ) for ſome bodie's fins, but un- 
certain whoſe : Aaron knew Whole Treſpaſles he offer*d for 5 
Their Names were graven on his breaſt-plate : Not their Na- 
tions! Name,(viz.Traclite orBcliever)but theirPerſ-4alNames, 
Remuber,Simeon, Levi, —— $0 had our Great High Pricſt, vr 
He could not have made attonement for us : And that place 
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1 Pet.1-:% 


I 2 ( Rev. | 


frpr 2. 


arg, 2. 


Devt. 32.89. 
45.17.26, 


A PraFical Diſronrſe 
( Rev. 1348+ ) points at the ſame time for both , Thoſe 
words [ From the feundtion of the Werld ] do reter as well 
to the writing of their Names in the Book of lite, as to the 
Lamb's being fliin. And if it beutd, It muſt referr to that 
as was laft named; then let ver. 8. of the 17, Chap. ſprak 
for itz where, deciphering thoſe who ſhall wonder aftcr 
the beaſt, he {ayes they are fuch whoſe Names were not written 
34 the hook of life, from the found.uti»n of the World ; what can 


b2 more expres! 


11. The Deſign of God in the death of Chriſt, could not 
o:hcrwiſe be {ccur'd, Had the defign bcen, To Purchaſe Sal- 
vation for Be/zevers, without aſccrtaining the Perſoxs that 
ſhould belicve 3 it had been uncertain, Whether ayy 
ſhould be ſaved, becauſe uncertain Whether ayy would be- 
lieveÞ It Ccrtain, That ſome would believe 3 This Certain- 
ty muſt be Decrecd ; ( For Nothing tuture, cond be ccrtain 
Ocherwiſe. ) And if it was D2creed, That Some ſhould be- 
lieve 3 The Individuals of that [ gome ] muſt be Decrecd al- 
fo ; For, Faith is the Gift of God ; and could not be fore- 
ſecn in any, but whom He had Decreed to give it unto. 
Which laid together arc a good demonſtration, That thoſe 
Chriſt ſhould die for, were as well Pre-ordain'd, as That 
He thoAld dis for them , and that definitely and by 


Name. 


TIT. It may further be Argued,from the Fathers preparing 
a kingd 'm from the foundation of the World, and Mantions, or 


Places in it. 


To prepare the way of this Argument; Conſider the 
Pundaality of God's diſpolements in things of a Lower 
Moment : Hedid not Create the Earth in vain; ( 5. e. To 
ſtand empty and void, asat its fiſt formation) Nor the ſe- 
veral quartcrs thereof” to be Inhabited indefinitely, by ſome 
Nation or Other, who ſhould happen to get poſſeſtion of 
them : Bur He divided to the Nations their inheritance and the 
bounds of their Habitation : Mount Scir was given to Eſarx, 


and Ar to the Children of Lot : Each Nation had its li> 
| mits 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &C, 
mits ſtaked out, and this from the dryes of old. And it we 
may diſtinguiſh of A#s in God, and' of Time in Eternity 3 
His Purpole to f' rm and bring forth thoſe Nations, muſt needs 
b2 as carly, as to Create and furniſh thoſe parts of the World 
which they ſhould Inhabit. 

Now, Earthly Scttlkments being of trivial Moment to 
the Heavenly Manſions 3 it ſecms a good Conſcquent, That 
if yet, particular Nations were fore-appointed tor particu- 
lar Provinces on Earth z Much more ſhould particular Pcr- 
ſons be dcfign'd tor thoſe particular Manſions in Heaven : 
And, it cithcr were appointed afore the other z Jt mult be 
the Perſons : For, the Sabbath mas made for Man, and not Man 
for the Sabbath. 

The Domecſtiques of God's Houſe or Place of Glory, are 
a ſacred State and Ordcr of Kings and Prieſts z and Each in- 
dividual Perſon hath his place or Appartiment ſet out for 
him, Thoſe Glorious Pallaces were not prepared for Be- 
lievers indefinitely; but for certain Determinate Perſons par- 
ticularly ; The Twelve Apoſiles ſhall have their Twelve 
Thrones, andevery One his Own : This is evident by our 
Saviour's anſwer to the Mother of Zebede*s childrea To fit 

on my right hand and on my left, is not Mine to give, but it ſhall 
he given to them for | whom ] it is prepared of my Father : It 
for Bclievers indefinitely, why not for theſe two Brethren as 
ſoon as any other : eſpecially fin ce they tirſt made requeſt for 
thcm?- The Truth is, thoſe Places were not ow to be diſpoled 
ot; it wasdetermined, who ſhould have them, long betore 3 


G1 


Deut. 2, 5.9 


LP 


"c as "22; PY 


Math,20.23 


cvcn From the f.undation of the World. The ſcope of this An- Matt.25435. 


{wer was not toſhew, That the places requeſted for, were 
prepar'd for Believers ( for theſc were Believers who made 
requeſt for them ) but that they were Appointed for Certain 
particular Perlons, and they muſt have them. 

Much might be added, in confirmation of theſe two bran- 
ches , But, by theſe I hope, it is clear, That Ele&Gion is Per- 
ſonal and from Eternity. 


I 3 V. Ele- 


Roms, 2+ 


Tit.3.6 
Rom.5,18,19.'; 


A PraGical; Diſcourſe 


V. Elon is in Cbrift, 
OR, 
The Elett are (boſen in Chriſt, 


It was requiſite, the New Covenant ſhould have an Hcad 
and Mediatour, as well as the Old; That Righteouſneſs and 
lite might flow from Him into all the Ele& Seed ; as {in 
and death had done from Adam : In which reſp , 
Chrift and He areſct forth as Parallels, in Romans 3+ from 
Ver I 2et0 21s 

The benefits which the Ele& are Choſen unto , they 
are made partakers of by their Union with Chriſt 3 He is 
the Root in whom the Fulxeſs dwels : Not only the Feunda- 
tion on which the Church is built 3 but the Rock which affords 
all the Spiritual Materials of the Heavenly Temple ; Even the 
Cement that holds one part to another, and the whole to Him- 
ſzlt; and this, by virtue of the Decree : For, We are to Con - 
{ider, thatthere is a Decretive Union before the 4&ual, and 
That mfluenceth This into Being 3 and that as really, as the 
determined dearh of Chriſt did the Salvation of Thoſe who 
dicd before Him. | 

Though Chriſtbe not the Cawſe of Ele&ion 3 yet He is the 
Grand Means, by whom we obtain the blefſedneſs we were 
Choſen unto : By Him it is, That We bave Acceſs into that 
Grace, wherein we ftand : And we ſhall find, that the Epiſtles 
generally,when they ſpeak of the Great things relating to Sal- 
vation 3 do {tiff bring in Chriftas the Perſon principally con- 
cerned about if. | 

Salvation (mdeed) isa Gift; it is perfe&ly Free : 'yet not 
to be had, but in Chriſt : Te comes upon ns through His Kighte- 
ouſneſs. As by One's diſobedience many wcre made ſinners : ſo by 
the Righteouſneſs of One(by means ot their Oneneſs with Him) 
ſhall many be made Righteous. 

Mankind ( by their Apoſtacy in Adam ) had deſtroy- 
cd in themſelves, the whole of that Principle , _—_— 
woul 


by 
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would have lead "them to God, as their life and blet 


ſedneſs ; And had ( withal ) contracted fuch an Ennuty © 


againſt Hm , and Repngnancy toall Ovcrtures for Return- 


ing to Him 3 ( And this Galph was fo fixed y as would: for ' 


ever have kcpt God and us aſunder; had not that bleſſcd 
Projc& of Chooſing in Chriſt been ſet on foot to diffolve it. 
It could not be done by any Created Power 3. Nor could 
Creatures fo much as propound a Way for it : And if 
they could, whodurft ſo hard:n himfelf, as to Mention the 
Thing, which onely "could do it! But, The Great God , 


bleſſed for ever, He findes out a way for jt : And the 


{ame Love that ordain'd to Eternal lifz, would alſo put it 
in /zcþ a Way , as ſhould ſurcly take ce : And to this end, 
{ viz. That Thoſe Ordai'd to Salvation ,} might be both 
Righttully extizuled to that Salvation, and ſwcceſſifully 
brought into it )* They were put into Chriſt by Elc&ion : 
He was the Chief and Emzzent Ele& One'z The Firſt-bora 
and Prince of the Family 3 and all the Ele& beſides were gi- 
ven to Him (as younger Brethren)to be maintain'd upon His 
Inheritance. | W 4o49 

It is plain to him that reads, That the rhole. of Salvation 
was laid upon Chriſt ; That He bears up the Pillars of it; 
and that all ſhoulders elfe had been too weak : He 1s' both 
the nieans and Center, by whom, and in whom, God will 
have all 'thi:gs gathered together in One ; He was made 
God with us, That we might be made One in God 
as appcars by the fcope of His Prayer in the 17th. 
of Fohy. In Him the Fatker is well pleaſed ; and out 
of Him there 15 nothing pleaſing to God , or good 
for Men: We are thercfore faid to be Choſey in Him (a) 
To b: Called: in Him(4); To be Created in Him(e) 
To be Preſerve in Him (d)z and jn Him to be bleſſed with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings. Blellings in themfelves, would not be 
foto us, if not in Chriſt; And being in Him, all things are 
turned into bleilings tous : For, zow Nothing can come at 
#5, but as coming through Him 3 and what ever ſo comcs, 
is Tix&ured , by His Divine Excelleacy, and made Pro- 
pitious to us ; And hereby it is, That the Thing w? 


were 


a Eph 14+ 
b Phil.3 I4. 
c Eph.2.10. 


d Fnde,v 7.2, 


e Eph.1.4- 
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Arg. 1, 


Rom, 34l2 -21 


Arg. 2. 


Arg. 3. 


A Pradical Diſconrſe 
-=44 Choſen unto; is effefually and unfailably Provided 
or, 
There may divers good Reaſons and Ends be afſign cd 
for Gua' Chooling the Ele 3u Chriſt : As, 


I. That by bringing in Man's Reſtauration this way, He 
might ( as it wcre ) Batfle His great Adverſary®, and Out- 
ſhoot him in his own Bow : And it well became the Wiſdom 
and Grace of God, Thas to do. The devil thought, by Poi- 
ſoning the Root, to Vitnte and Ruin the whole Stock and 
Progeny and hc faild not of His Deſign. The Lord would 
theretorc, by putting His Ele into a Head zrcapable of De- 
generacy, Retrieve that Ruiu 3 and not only recover them, but 
bring them intoa Better Eſtate than that they had loſt : He 
would ſt up a Man, that ſhould be too hard for the Devil 3 
and be able, both to D-ſtroy Him, and Difſolve his Works : 
And He hath accordingly done it. In which Method 
of Man's Recovery, isa great Anſwerableneſs to the Method 
of his Ruin 3 And it is a Thing, the Loxd would have us to 
mind, as appears by the Parallel beforementioned. 


TT. That by ſhcwing us His Righteouſneſs in the way 
and manner of our Recovery 3 we might the more readily 
ſubſcrike to His Righteouſneſs in the imputation of Adam's 
ſin : For, without the fight and knowledge of the One, we 
cannot with any heartincſs ſubmit to the other. Hence, 
Some, inthcir too-bold Arguings againſt Ele&ion, have al- 
I:dged, That What Adam did, was withoxt their Conſent« 


ITT. If theElc& had not been in Chriſt, the ſati:fation 
He undertook for Sinners, could not have availed them. As 
Adan?: ſin could not have becn ours, if nct in him : So nei- 
ther the Rightcouſne(s of Chriſt, if not in Him ; Our {ins 
could not have met upon Him, nor we have been Juſtihed 
and Reconcilcd by the blood of His Croſs 3 It He had not fu- 
ſtain'd our perſons , and ſtood in our ſtead. Another's Act 
cannot be mine, cither as to Profit o1lols, if there b: not 


Somc kind of Ogenels bet ween us» 
IV, It 
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IV. It not in Chriſt, we could not have | becn 4... 
Santifizd : The Lump was fandihed in the firft truitrsz; S* L 
Rom. 11+ 16 The IV/ilde-Olive-Nature could not b2 ſupprett 
and changcd, but by grafting into the True. As a Man can- 
not be Naturally barry, Without relation to Adimas his Na- 
1ral bead: (o'tis impoſſible to be born again, ( or Regencra- 
tcd ) without the Ike rclation of Union to Chritt as his Spi- 
ritual Head : There is no being a New Creature, without be- 
iag in Chriſt: They tht are joyned unto the Lord (and thiy on- | @, 6.19 
ly )are one Spirit with Him. The branch muſt be in the Vine, © © 
before its ſap can b2 derived into it : He that ſanAiheth, and 
they that are ſandihed, muſt be Once 3 There muſt be a Coxr- 
tac},Catouching of Him)betorc this virtue can come fromHim. 

V. They were Choſen into Chriſt, That the Salvation Wi reg. 5 C 
they were Choſen unto, might be invincibly ſecured; of 
which, this putting them into Chriſt, is a pledge irrevoca« 
ble, Their VUnioz with Him, is their ſtability 3 It is That 
makes them bold oxt ( as He Himſelf did ) till all is finiſned : 
He did not fail, nor was diſcouraged 3 ſo neither ſhall they 
and thi; becauſe he is their Head; This makes them victorious 
OVEr all the power of the enemy. | 

Ele&ion, indeed, makes their Salvation ſxre 3 but it is by 


Iſa.41 4. 


| this way of Patting them into Chriſt : In whom the heirs of 


the World to come are preſerv'd, whiles the World of un- 
godly arc deluged in Perdition——* ( Adam, therefore, 
whiles a Common Perſon, and as ſuch, could not be 
ſaid t9 be 1n Chriſt ; It he had, he could not havefallen : 
For, the Father hath given the Son to bavelife in Himſelf 7oþ.g.26, 


Gen.6.1t. 


(+. e. to have it as a Root ) That all in Him might (till be 


{uppliced from an zncreated Grace and Power 3 which holds 

them faſt toHimſelt 3 and (o, from Withering and falling 

off, It is not Grace received by us, that keeps us: But that 

Grace which received us to the Glory of God the Father 3 which ,,, Ny 
ſj11 Communicates a frcſh ſupply, Throwgh Feſus Chriſt. 


Having gone theſe few ſteps, towards the Compaſs and 
extent of ElefFionz It concerns us allo to know z where this 
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brort River hath its Head ; What Rock it js, That this Im» 
mcnle Fabrick is built upon : That we may not give the hb- 
nour of itto an». her 3 nor indangzr our {clvcs by ſctthng 


on a wrong foundation : To ſhew which is the Scope and 
Subject of the Sixth particular under this General Head : viz. 


V 1. That Ele&on is founded upon Grace : Or, 
The good pleaſure of God's Will | is the 
only Original (/auſe and Motive of 
Eleion. 


Asin Men's Genealogics,there is no ſtop, until you come up 


Lube.3-23 -33+ to God the Father of all: So is it in the order of Caulcs 


rclating to Men's Salvation : The effczexcy of all things that 
are mcdiate and ſubordinate, depending ou God, as Firſt and 
Sovercign : His Willing the tuturition of them, is the cauſe 
of their bcixg : and We (hall never judge Rightly, unlcls we 
come up to the Will and Good Pleafure of God, as the So- 
vercign Rule and Law of His Works: And this, x term, The 
[ onely ] Original Cauſe of El:&ion, tothut out Faith fore- 
ſeen, with atl the works and worthyneG of Men, from 
being any. way Cauſal, Influential, or Motive therctos and 


ſo trom ſharing in the Glory of God's Grace 3 which Hz is 


very jealous ct, and will not impart to 4zy. 

The Ground, or Moving Cauſe of God's Election, is quite 
difterent trom the manncr of Men ; who commonly pitch 
upon things, for ſome Narurzt Aptueſs, or Meetneſs of them 
for their Work : They will not take a Knotty, crols- grain'd), 


or wind-ſhaken picce of Timber, to make a Pillar of State: 


Bur, the Lord pitches upon ſuch ( and ſuch to chooſe” ) the 
poor, baſe, weak, fooliſh, things of the world, the wortt of 
Men, and ehief of Sizners: ( The inſtances. of Paul, Ma- 
waſſeb, Mary Muzdilen, and others, make it evident : ) and 
ot theſe, He is plealed to make Pillars for the Houſe of God 3 
(Pillars of State deed !) whercon to write His own Name; 
ro manitclt thercby His Sovercignty, Holineſs, Wiſdome, 
Power, Rightcouſnels, and FreeGrace to Eternity, 

The 
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The Lord's way and method, in bringing His Sons t6, 
Glory is the bcft D:monſtraticn of the Right order of 
Cauſes : For, though there be a Concurrcnce of many things, 
as Cauſcs and EftcCts, one of another ; yet it obfuxv4d in their 
Order, they will till Icad us up to the Goad Pleaſure of God, 
as Firft and Supreams and perfeal; Independent : The Current 
of the New Teſtament Runs wholly this way 3 and hangs 
the whole of Salvation, both Means and End, cxpreſly on the 
Divine Will : Lithe 1*+ 32: It is yu» Faibers good plea- 
ſure to give you the Kingdom : Chap io. 21, Th haſt hit 
theſe things from the Wiſe, and revealed them to babes , For ſo 
it ſcemed good in thy ſight: Rom. 11.5, A Remnant acc.r- 
ding to the Elcion of Grace : Ephel. 1. 5, Predeſtinate to the 
Adrption of Children,according t» the good ple iſure of Flit Will : 
Kd. mption alſs, and the forgivencſs cf Sins, accrrding to the 
riches of His Grace, ( the ſame Grace that Ele&ed. ) Ver. -, 
The mains known the myſtery of His 1/11; this allo is ac» 
cording to that His Good pleaſure, which He had purpoſed in 
Himſelf, Ver. g. Yea, all the opcrations of God, whether 
for us, upon us, or by us, they All have thcir Riſe from the 
{ame Spring, and arc Carricd by the ſame Rule : He worketh 
all things after the C:uncel of His Own Will , Ver. 11. And 
for the Old Tcltament, you have it ſufficiently exemplified 
thcre, in the Inſtances before given z and cſpecially touch- 
ivg the ground of God's love, to the People ut Tract 3 (who, 
in that rcſpc&, were the Arch-type of the Spiritual Eleaion)3 
vi. That His own good pleaſure was the only cauſe of His 
Chooſing them above other Nations 3 He lyzed them, becauſe 
He loved them. EE 
And good Reaſons there are, why Ele; ſhould be foun- 
ded upon Grace 3 and why it could not, with rc(pe& ci- 
thcr to God's Glory, or the Flect's Sccurity, be founded 
ctnerwile, And the 


1. & from the Sovereignty of God : Whoſe Will being the 
Suprcam Law admits nut a Co-ordinacy 3 Much-lfs will it 
ſtand with Sovercign Power to be Repzlated by the will of 
another : That would be a Contradiion to Sovercignty 3 

Pn R 2 For, 
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For, that which Regulates, is ſuperiour to that which is re- 
gulated by it. Sovercign Princes ( to ſhew their Preroga- 
tive ) affixm their aCts of Grace, to be of their own meer Mo- 
tion, And their Grants are reputed the more Authentique 
tor b:ing ſo expreſt. The like we find in Seripture frequent- 
ly aſcribed to God 3 That He will have Mercy, &n rhom He 
will bave mercy : That He worketh all things ( not by Motivcs. 
from without, but ) after the Councel of His own Till: That 
it is #2t of Men's IWilling or Running » but of Gzd who ſheweth 
Mercy. 

When the World had been drown'd for their obdurate 
impenitency 3 the Few that remain'd, were as bad as beforc; 
and thoſ: tnaſhould come after the Lord forcſawwould be 
the ſam2. ne would think, now, The natural Rcſultof 
this Experiment ſhould bz, I will atterly ut them off, and 
be troubled with them no mire : But, the Lord's thoughts 
arc not ozr thoughts; He argues and concludes in another 
Modes I will not again any more Curſe the griund for mas 
ſake. And He is pleaſed to give the ſame Reaſon here, why 
He #311 at 5 as before, why He world 3 asis fecn, by compa- 
ring Gen. 6, 5 ,and 7. with Chap. 8.21, 
 Seealſo the inſtance of God's dealing with Ephraim z He 
was wroth with Him and ſmte Him 3 and Ephraim o tar from 
Releating, That be went ou frowardly : ( 3, &. Stabbornly, as 
Relolved in his Courſe ) Thid_me ( ſaycsthe Lord) and was 


 zrroth © This, one would think, ( if Ephraim had in him but a 
ſpark of Ingenuity) ſhould have Mov=d him to alter his 


Courfc. But, what carcs Ephraim ! He ſtztl keeps the ſame 
way 3 and it was the way of hzs heart not an inconſiderate 
Pet , or ſudden Temptatim 3 but Natural and fized : All which 
the Lord ſees and conſiders and having had all together, Re- 
tolves to heat hi m. and Reſtore Comforts to him. 

On the othcr hand 3 Thoſe goud Soules who feared the Lord 
and Obeyed ihe voice of his ſervant > They yet walked in dark» 
neſs, and bad no light : ye may be ſure, They would gladly 
have underſtood - their Condition, ( namely , That they 
were ſuch as fearcd the Ecr4) Their Ill could not be Want- 
ing toa Thing fo greatly importing thcir Comtort 3 _ 
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they were not Idle in ſeeking for it ;: They 1/a'ked though 
in the Dark but could not Walk themiclves out of it : They 
are ſtiJl as they were, They had no light. By theſe contrary 
Examples ye way (ce, That the Syvereigntyof God Rill keeps th2 
Throne, and His diſpenſmcnts of Mcrcy(whether in purpoſe or 
in Ac)are not Governcd by the Wills of MenzThey are things 
toolow to be Counce]lors to God. And if 1t be thus 1a things of 
zempmwary Conccrnment, much more in that great buſineſs of 
Eternal Ele&ion, which is the Sublimejt AG of Sovercign Pow- 
cr.( And yet, This hinders not,but That every Manat laſt,(hall 
bc judged according to his works. } 


IT. Elo muſt be founded oxely upon Grace, becauſe 
Grace and Works are Inconſiſtent in the Cauſe of ſalvation. 
The ſcripture is every Cautclous ofadmitting any thing as a 
Concomitant with Grace, in this Matter 3; yea, although ic 
be a Thing that doth alway accompany Grace, and That with- 
out which a Man cannot be Saved : The Apoſtle puts them 
in oppoſition, and is very intent on the Argument,as a thing 
of great Moment, in Rom. 11. Where, firſt he ſhews, 
That amidſt that gencral Defe&tion of the Tewiſh Nation, 
there Rill was a Remnant whom God had Reſerv'd : Theſe 
he terms, The Foreknown , ver 2. and in the 7. ver. he 
calts them plainly, TheEleion: And then,leſt any ſhould aſcribe 
it to a falſe cavſe, (as in that paralel Caſe he reſembles it to,) 
viz, That #>cy had not borwed the kuce to Bgal 5. but ſtuck to 
the Truc Religion, when others fell off ; he tells us, No 
Thcir El:&tion was founded upon Grace : And as for Works 
they had no place in the Caxſalityot it. By Grace he means, 
the Free Favour of God 3 who is not moved by any thing 
without Himſelf; But what He does, He does it Frecly 3 
without reſpect to Mcns deſert z Nay, their Vadeſert rather, 
is an expedient Conſideration in this Ae of Grace, By, 
I/orks, Tunderſfiand All that Selt-Rightcouſneſs, Goodrels , 
Conformity to the Law, Or what ever elſe is p:xtormable by 
Men. Theſe ( viz, Grace and Works) he proves as incouſi- 
{tent as Contraries can be 3 and that the leaſt Mixture would 
vary the kind. but aſcraple of Works be taken in, Grace 3s 
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19 me Graces For, to him that worketh, is the Reward net 
reckoned of Grace, but of Debt ; Rom. 44+ Grace and Faith , 
are well agreed : Thzfe both have the ſame ſcope and end : 
Bat, Grace and-I/rks have always Claſh'd : The ſetting wp 
of the One, is the depoſing of the other : Either the Ark 
muaſi Out, or Dagoz down, Oac Temple cannot hold 
them both. Rom. 3. 28. 

To the ſame etfedt is the drift of that diſcourſe in Gl. 5. 
It appears from As 15. 1. That ſome thcre were, who 
taught a Necellity of Circumciſion 3 as without which they 
could not be ſaved : Pretty willing they were to admit of 
Chriſt , ſo they might joyn Circumciſion with Him, and 
keeping the Law of Myſes. Bnt, this dang-rous daubing 
wich things unmixable, our holy Apoſtle coald not brook 3 
both as refleQting on the honour ot his Maſter, and under- 
mining their oxely Foundation : 4nd theretorc, to kcep 
them from, or bring them off, tnac perillous Quicz-ſand z 
he tells them expreſly, Theſe two cannot ſtand together in 
that matter : For, if they be Circumciſed, they are Debtors to 
the who'e Law ; and Chriſt is become of none effed to them ; 
becauſe they are fullen from Grace. It is, as if he had faid, If 
you take in any part, though never ſo little of Legal Ob- 

{crvances', as Neceſſary to your bing Juſtihed, ye forteit the 
whole benefit of Goſpel-Grace. The Grace of Chritt 15 
ſufficient for you He is a Saviour Compleat in Himlelt; 
and if you look ( though but a {quint) at ayy thing elſe; 1t is 
a Renouncing of Him : H: will be Saviour altogether or 
t at all. And therefore he tells them again, and that with 
a kind of vehemency; That if th:y be Cireumciſed, Chri,t 

ſhall profit them Nothiag. 


And as a Man may not put in his Claim for Juſtification 


on accompt of his J/:rbs 3 {o neither of his Faith,as it That 
were M -terially or Inflentially Cauſal of Juſtification : For, 
Faith it (elf, as it is the B:lievers Act, comes under the No- 
tion of a Work. Let us therefore Conſider, What part it 
is that Faith holds in this Matter < leaſt whiles we calt out 
Works, asnot ſtanding with Grace 3 we make a Work of 


Faith. I is Faith's Ofkce, to make the Soul live wholly on 
Ano= 
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Another 3 and to Renounce Self-ab;/ity, as much as Seli-de- 
ſert : Toapprehend that Righteouſneſs by which Grace Ju- 
ſtifiess Not onely to beJuftih:d thereby upon your Believing 3 
but to work in you evcn that Faith, by whica you ap- 
3 prehend it 3 anſwerable to that of the Prophet, Tz the 14.45-:4- 
4 Lord hate I Righteouſneſs and Strength. Fle that will be Saved 
; muſt come 2s an #4294!y Perſon to be juſtified freely by 
the Grace of Gad ; He muſt reckon himſeit an UVnzodly 
Man,to the very inſtant uf his Juſtification. True it 15, The 
Juſt ſhV1 live by Faith 3 but *tis alſo true, That it isnot 
th:ir own Faith, or a& ofbzlicving, that thcy live by,(though 
not without it;) Which alſo ſcems the Apoſtle's meaning, 
where he fayes, The life, which Tow live, I live by the Faith 
of the Son of God: Where note, That as Faith is the life of 
a Believer 3 fo Chriſt is the life of his Faith ; 7 live( faith he ) 
yet not 1 but Chriſt liveth in Me : Chriſt was his life 3 and he 
lived on Chriſt, by virtue of Chriſt's living in him. 
Notwithſtanding all which, it is evidently true, and muſt 
conſtantly be afirm'd, That Grace and Yorks will ſtill be to- 
gether in the way of Salvation ( the one doth not extinguiſh 
cr exclude the other } Only not as Collegxes or Foint-Canſers 
thercot :; But rather as a Workman, and his Toolesr, which 
hin.{.1t firſt makes, and then workes with them; By Grace 
ye areſaved through Faith; and that not of your ſelves, it 3s the Eph.2v. 
Gift of God : Even this believing or Acting faculty is a Crea- 
ture of Grace's raiſing up 3 and therefore, in the Zhrone *tis 
mcet that Grace ſhould be above it. Works (therefore) how 
good f{ocver, arc not the Cauſe of Salvatizn 3 and if fo, then 
not the caufe of Ele&7zoz 3 for This (indeed) is the Cauſe of 
E. them both: And Works (ifright and truly Good) will al- 
{} wayecs be ready to own their Original, and to kcep in. their 
A ownplece; Where alſo they will be moſt conſiderable, and: 
do the beſt ſervice» | 


" FIT. Fhatthe good pleafare of God's Will, gives Rife Arg. ; | 

and Foimdation to Eledion, is further argaed from Men's 

hicapacity toafford'any ground! or Motiveto God, for fuch. 

2 Gitt. Atom food not ſolong as to beget a Son in his 
hickt. | 
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firſt Image : Tt is ſcen by his firſt-born Caiz , whatall his 
natural S:ed would naturally be. And though there be 
ſome that do Magnitie Man, and preſume to {peak of him 
at another rate : yet evident it is by Scripture-light, and 
Experience of thoſe Renewed » That Man fallen is po r, 
blind, Naked, andat enmity with all that is truly good : 
and that he is never more Remote and farr off from God , 
than whiles in high thoughts of himſelfe, Glorying in his 
own Underſtanding, Strength , Worthyneſs , Freedom of 
Will, Improvement of Common Grace, and the like : For, 
Theſe make him proud and preſumptuous, and to have ſlight 
thoughts of that ſpecial and peculiar Grace by which hc 
muſt ( it ever) be Renewed and Saved. But, the Lord 
Himlſcfſf ( who beſt knows him ) reports the matter quite 
otherwiſe z ( and we know that His witnels is true ) viz. 
That all the imaginations of their heart are onely evil continual- 
ly : That their inward part is very wickedneſs : That every Man 
zs brutiſh in his knowledge : Altogether bratiſh and fooliſh ; 
yea, even their Paſtors , ( that is, the very beſt and moſt in. 
telligent amongſt them ; ) They are wiſe todo evil, but to do 
good have no underſtanding : Aud their hearts are full of mad- 
neſs : 
And it was not thus only with the Gentile Nations, who 
were Icft to walk in their own way 3 but even with the 
ews, Who had all the means of becoming better that could 
deviſed, (Excepting that of {pecial EleCting Grace, which 
took-in but a Remnant : ) Thcy were called Fews, Refted in the 
Lar, Made their boajt of God, Knew His Will, Approved the 
things that were excellent, Were confident that they were aGuile 
of the blind, and a light to them that were in darkyeſs, Inftru- 
Gors of the fooliſh, Teachers of Babes, And yet all this 
while, and in the mid{t of all theſe high attainments, did 
not teach Themſelves : Rom. 2 from 17 ver. to 21» 

And in Rome 3. where they arcRanked together, he proves 
them to be All #uder $in, None Righteous, None that under- 
ftandeth , None that ſecketh after God, None that dotb good , 
[No #0t One] Yea, This depravement of Nature was ſo. deep 


and indelibly fixed, That the Lord Himlſelte tells them The 
Blackmoor 
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Blackmoor might as ſoon change his skin , as they learn to 
do well. All which,with abundantly more, bcſpeaks a condi- 


tion extreamly remote trom yielding a Caule ot this bleſſed 
Election. 


= I. It God's love to Mcn had its Riſe and Beginning from - 
* their love to Him, it would not have that ſingular eminen- 

cy in it, that isjuſtly aſcribed toit : | So God Loved the Fob. 3.16. 
IWorld-—! ) So as not to be cxpreſtz So as not to be para- 
lel'd 3 $9 as not to be underſtood, until we come to that 
State wherein we ſhall know as we are known. By this 
it is, that God's love to Men is ſo highly celcbrated, in 
1 Foh-4+10, [ Herein] is love; Not that we loved God, but 
that God lovedus. And, Behold what manner of love the 
Father bath beſtowed up on us | Which ſurely then 1s 5 7oh. 2.1. 
not after the manner of Mcn For, even Pxblicans do aatth.6.46. 
ſoz and Sixers love thoſe that love them : But, to love Luke. 6 32, 35" 
Enemics, and whiles Enemies 3 (as to love a Woman, (a 
Wite) that is an Adulterc(s) this is according to God's love 
to His Choſen. 

But, Notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (with others ſcem 
purpolcly written to obviate ſuch conceptions as would 
teign our loying of God,to be the ground and Motive of His 
love tous : Yet, great endeavours there are to Father 
Election upon foreſeen faith and works > which That They 
call the Covenant of Grace, has (thcy Say) qualified and 
capacitated all Men for z and which certain more pliant, 
ingenuous, and induſtrious perlons (as they ſpeak.) would at- 
tain unto, by the helps they have in common with other 
Men : But, this pedigree of Ele&ion is exceptcd againſ 
as being not rightly deduced : For, 

1- Men having (in Adam) deveſted themſelves of all 
that was holy and good; .the Lord could not fore- 
ſec in them any thing ot J/:rth or Deſirableneſs , but | 
what Himſclt ſhould work in them Arzew, and that of 
pure Grace and favour : For, ſin and deformity could | 
not- be motives of love; And, that the Ele& ( of them- | 
ſelves) were in no wiſe better than other Men, is _— 
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by the' Scriptures late-quoted 3 where the Hely Ghoſt 
aſſerting the univerſal depravement of humane nature, 
exacmpts xot oxe« But, it ſuch excellent and diſtinguiſhing 
qualifications as Faith and Holineſs had bzen fireſten, (and 
ſo, imputable to them) thc Spirit of Trath would not have 
Rank'd them Evex with the Children of wrath, as He doth, 
Eph. 243. But, 

2. If they were otherwiſe, what could they add unto 
God ? Or whereby could they oblige Him *- He reſe- 
Geth net any that are wiſe of heart. If thou be Righteous, 
what giveſt thu Him? And who hath prevented Me (lays 
the Lord) that Tſhowld repay him? (ic. Whois he that is 
a fore hand with God, in doins ought that might induce 
His favour ?) He regardeth not perſons, nor taketh Rewards: 
He is not propitious to any for what they can. do for 
Him, or bring to Him. * 

Take Paul for an Inſtance : He walked up tothe light he 
had ; Was blamelcſs; lived inall good Conſcience 3 knew 
no evil by himſclt; ( a rare degree of legal Righteouſneſs ! 
But, that it was not this moved God to make him a Choſex 
Veſſel, he thankfully acknowledgeth, with ſclt-abaſement, 
upon every occafion.: Tit. 3+5- 1 T3 Is 1415+ 2 TimtdIoge 

3. Faith follows Elc&ion : God reſpects the perſon 
before his offering. (y ou'l ſay perhaps) Abel was reſpe&ed 
as @ Believer, and his offering for his Faith ? True, But 
that Faith. of his was yot the primary cauſe of God's re- 
{pc&ing him, It Abels Perſon had not been reſpected firſt, 
he had never been a Bclicver : For, Faith is the work agd gift 
of God z and(according to the courle of all judicious Agents) 
he that will work , muſt firſt pitch on the Sxbje He will 
work upon 3 and he that givcs, on the perfon he will give 
unto. Beſides, Abel could do nothing before he Bclieved, 
that might move God to give him Faith : therefore jt could 
not be Abcbs foreſeen Faiththat was the Cauſe of his. Ele- 
&ion. The Scripture ſpeaks often of ir»n-ſinew'd-Necks and 
Brazen Brows and of Men's being in their blood, when the 

Lord ſaid Thcy ſhould live : As allo that God loved Facob be- 
fore he had done any good thing : and that the Saints love 
God 
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God becauſe He loved them firſt : But no-where of Foreſten 
Faith and Holineſs as the Cauſe and Ground of God's love 
to Men. | 

4 + Faith and Holineſs are Mzddle things : They are nei- 
ther the Foundation nor Top-ſtone of Ele&ion. They are to 
Sovereign Grace, as Stalks and Branches are to a Root 3 by 
which the Root conveyes its virtues into its principal fruit: 
Epheſe 2.8, By Grace ye are ſaved through | Faith ; 2 Thet. 
2.13, Choſen to Salvation | through ] Sandification of the 
Spirit and belief of the Truth. They are no more the - Cauſe 
ot Ele&tion, than the Means of an End are the hrft Cauſe of 
Purpoſe : Nay, no more than Tatnai's propenſion to build 
the Temple,and to provide Sacrifices for the God of Heaven, 
was the Czuſe of Darixs his Decree that thoſe things ſhould 
be done, Ezra 5. and 6. Chapters. 

5, If menbePredeſtinate toFaith and Holineſs, ( as they 
are ) according to Roms. 8. 38, : 9. and 1 Pet. 1- 2. Then 
they wcre not ſeen to be ſuch before their Predeſtination ; Or 
if they were, then thcir Ele&ion ( as to that particular ) 
would ſeem impertinent : There can no Rational account 
be given, why Men foreſeex to be ſuch, ſhould be ſo ſolemn- 
ly predeftinate thereto. So likewiſe , If Salvation be the 
inſeparable produ& of Faith and Holineſs, according to 
Foha 5. 24, Hethat believeth [ hath | everlaſting life , and 
ſhall not come into condemnation : 1 Pet» I. g. Receiving the 
Exd of your Faith, the Salvation of your Souls : Then, to or- 
dain to Salvation thoſe foreſcen to be ſo qualified, would ſeem 
a thing both needleſs and inſigniticant:1t would look like the 
ſending of Men where they would have gon of Themſelves. 

Such ſapleſs, irregular, and injudicious Notions are very 
unworthy that Celebrious and for ever Adorable Act of 
Predefiination. And if duely weighed, would ſet us fur- 
ther off from the doEtrine of Self-ad vancement,which ſtands 
in ſo point-blank oppoſition to the Doctrine of God's Grace. 


'V. It could not ſtand with the wiſdom and Goodneſs of Ar Be. Fo 
God, to found the Salvation of His People on a failable 
bottom : Which ic muſi be ſaid to be, if dependent on any 
L 2 thing 


Moſ. 6.4. 


A PraFical Diſcourſe 
thing beſides His own Immutable Will : For , whatever it 
was, that Ele&ion had being from, by that alſo it muſt be 
maintain d. What then would become of it, if built on that 
goodneſs which is as the Morning cloud and early dew? The 
Creature's will, even whilcs in a ftate of perfe&ion, was too 
flight and fickle a thing to build this eternal weight upon : 
And if Man at his beſt eſtate was vanity , how much more 
. + mans when fo ſtrong a Bent to vanity came upon his 
will! 

VI. Laftly, To derive Ele&ion from azy-Root beſides 
the Good pleaſure of God, is to fruſtrate the principal 
End of Man's Salvation, »iz. the Glory of God*s Grace, 
Epheſ.1.6. and Chap.2.59, This Attribute ( of all the 
Reſt ) He will not have ecclipſed, nor intrench'd upon : 
"Tis io Divinely ſacred, as not to admit the leaſt humane 
touch. For which very cauſe, the Lord hath fo contrived 
that bleſſed deſign and Plot of His Glory, that all boaſting 
ir excluded ; And nofleſh ſhall Glory in His preſence. But it 
any thing in the Creature be intitled to the Cauſality of Ele- 
ction, Fleſh will Glory 3 and inſtcad of excluding Max's 
Boaſting, Grace it {clf will be exctuded , ( which is tar from 
2 Glorifying, of it ) as isplain from, Rom. 1 14 6+ 


7 would here Reſolve a Quere cr two, which ſome have 
urged from the Scripture , As 


1» How can this Derine ſtand with the [ General | love 
and good will of God towards Men+ who ( *tis1aid. } 
will bave all to b: ſaved? x Tims 2+ 4. 


In General the /iteral ſenſe of words is not to be reſted 
on, when the like phraſe of ſpeech elſewhere uſed, or evi- 
dent ſcope of the ſame or other Scripture, agrees not to it. : 
The deſign and current of the whole muſt guide the conſtru- 
ion of particular parts, More particularly : 

1+ Though the Dodrine of Gengf#7 Love will not ſtand 


with that of SpecialElefion 3 yet theDodtrine of Special Ele- 


Gon will and without That, and apainſt it : For, there is 


nothing more plain, than that there is an Elefzon of ww to 
alva- 
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Salvationz as alſo, That the natural Import of Ele&ion, is. 
To Chooſe One or more out of Many: Now this neceſſarily 
implyes the Leaving of Some 3 and conſequently , The 
Not-willing of Salvation to All ': For, 

2. The Will of God cannot be refiſted : What He 
wills ſhall come to pafs, becaufe with His willing the 
End , He Wills alſo the Means; and that ſuch as ſhall 
compaſs His End : Iſa. 46 10, My conncel ſhall ſtand, 
I will do all my pleaſurc 1.c That Ipleaſe to will, That 
I will have done. ic = 

3+ If the word [ 4/1] be here taken zniverſally ,it takes 
in Vabelievers as well as Others 3 as if God' would have 
them to be Saved : And if you will explain this by other 
Scriptures 3 (as, namely, If they do believe) Theſe alfo mutt 
be confidered with thoſe that ſhew How and by Whome 
that Faith muft be wrought 3 and who rhey are it . b:longs 
unto x: and they tell us, That Faith is the Gift and ope- 
ration Of God, Coll. 2. 12. Eph. 2 .% And That Election 
z5 that which ;»titler to Faith, Rom. 11.7. | 

4. The Apoſtle is not here diſcourfing the Exteut of 
God's ſpecial Iovez Whether Al! Men wniverſally are con- 
cern'd in it : but exhorting Believers to a General- duty ; 
viz. To give thanks for Kings, and all in Authority \ becauſe 
of the benefits we have by Government : And to pray for 
them , Not onely for their peaceable governing of us z but if 
otherwiſe, that God would turn their hearts, and make them 
Nurſing Fathers to His Church. And to enforce the Duty , 
There is no degree nor ſtate of Men exempted from Salvati- 
on : God hath chofen ſome of every ſort 5 and therefore we 
ought not to ſhut any ouf of our praycrs. | | 

5+ The word [ Al! ] is often uſed , when but a part (and 
ſometimes, the /eſſer part ) of the thing ſpoken of, is in- 
tended by it. As on the contrary , when the Univerſality 
of the ſubject is intended, it is expreſſed by Singularsz As, He 
that believeth ſhall be Saved 3 and Him that cometh unto 
me, I will inno wiſe caft out. It fometimes ſignifies Al of 
ſuch a ſort : (o Eve 1s {aid to be the Mother of All Living 3 
Not of all Living Creatures, but all of ber own kind. It other 
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times intends Some of all Sorts : as where it is faid All the 


Cattle of Fgype diced, Exod. 9.6. And the hail ſmote Every 
tree, andevery herb, ver. 25+. And yet other Cattle arc icnti- 


" onedafter, and a Relidue of Trees are ſaid to be eſcaped, 


vere 19, 25. andChap, 10. 5- So here, God will have all Men 
to be y cw 3 That is, Some of every Sort and degree, Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews 3 Kings and Men in authority, as well as 
thoſe of a meaner Rank. The fame in Foet 3 I will pour ous 
of my Spirit upon all fleſh : that is, upon ſome of every 
Age, Sex, and Degree, without diſtin&tion 3 Young, Old, 
-—0 0h Servants, Sons, Daughters, &c. as it follows. 
there. 
6+ To theſe Univerſal terms do belong divers Refri&ti> 
ons, which muſt be gather'd from the Scope 3 Col. 1. 23, 
The Goſpel is ſaid, to be preached to every Creatwre under 
Heaven: and yet Mex only are intended 3 and not At of 
them neither z For the Goſpel had reached but a ſmall part 
of the World at that time, and not the whole of it yer. 
Adis 15. 21, Moſes hath in every City them that preach 
him : It muſt be underſiood only of Cities where the Ferys 
dwelt and had Synagogues which were but few in com« 
pariſon. As $. 4, They that were ſcattered abroad, went 
everywhere preaching the-Word:3 # e, They balked no place 
nor perfon3 but preached where ever they came : At firſt 
i was confin'd to the Fews, but now without limits. 
1 Cor. 4-5, Every Man ſhall have praiſe of God : It can be 
-meant Only of Good and Faithful Servants , which are but 
a Remnant to the whole, piece. Eph. 4+ 5, God. is faid to 
be the Father of al; and yet, Satan (wc know) is the Fa- 
ther of the far greater part of the World. Col. 1. 20, 
Chriſt is ſaid to Reconcile all things 3 and yet, all the Angels 
( which are Things, and of the Chiefeſi of Things ) muſt 
be exempted : The Good Angels, becauſe they never were 
at enmity : and the evil Angels, becauſe; Not Reconcilable. 
Eph. 1+ x0, That He might gather. together in One all 
things in Chriſt; This { All things ] ſeems plainly to in- 
tend the Ele; for they are the ſubje& diſcourſed of in the 


whole Chapter; and in Matthew, Thoſe gathered together 
arc 


# 
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are ftiled The Ele&, Mat. 24- 51+ In Heh. 12.8, All arc 
faid to be partakers of Chaſtiſement ; and yet it can be meant 
only of Sous 3-for Baftards are not partakers of it 3 as it 
follows there. So allo, Fobn 6. 45, They ſhall be af taught 
of God : Tt reſpe&s only the Sons of the Church, ( 2. e ſuch 
as are Elefed ) whoſe iniquities are forgiven them, and 
their ſins remembscd no more : Ft 15 the tenour of the New 
Covenant, which is made with the Houſe of Iſrael; that 
is, Zews in Spirit, or the Eleft Nation, 'Heb. 8. 1c, 11. 
Fer. 31. 34 And if theſe terms Univerſal | All and 
Every ] are- ſometimes applied to the Ele& exclulive of 
Others 3 why not as well i the place whence the Quere 
is taken ? | X 

I have inſtanced theſe, to ſhew what-GontradiGory Noti-: 
ons would follow, ſhould the vocal ſoxnd of words be ad- 
hered to : What a Sandy foundation Univerſal-ElcQion is. 
built upon : And how likely we are to loſe the Truth, 
whiles we liften to an uncertain ſound 3 the meaning where- 
of may yet be had from the Context, and General Current 
of. the Scripture. 


2+. How ſhall this kind of Elefion be reconciled with 
Ads 10. That God is no Reſefier of perſons ? 


1+. This: ſhews the inconvenience of Minding the. /iteral 
ſenſe of words above the Scope : The former Exception 
takes-in All ; and now This exc/uder All : for, if literally 
taken, God ſhould have reſpe& to None. 2. The Jews 
were an Elect Nation 3 and ſo, this objeQtion will lye againſt 
that EleGion as much as this we are upon. 3» The ſcope 
of the place plainly intends, That God reſpeQts no Man's 
perſon cither leſs or more, for his outward condition, or. 
Carnal privileges. Till Then, the partition was up, and the 
Lord ſeemed to Regard only the Jewiſh Nation ſuffering 
All belides, to Walk in their own Wayes, Atts 14+ 16+ But 
Nor? had God to the Gentiles alſo granted Repentance unto life, 
Ads 11.18, Yow'l fay, They were Fearers of God whom 
He thus accepted ? True but That was not it which firſtly 
induced His Acceptance, or intit'led them to it 3 ( although 
YN 
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it was their Evidence for it,,) If Men fear not God till 
He hath put His fear within them 3 Then, their fearing 
Him , doth not precede His Reſpe& towards them, bur 
follows upon it. And this is the Favour which he bears to 
His Choſen, Pſal. 106. 4. 


3- If Men be ordained to Salvation abſolutely , What 
need or uſe is there of good works ? 


Therc are divers good Uſes and Ends of good works, 
and good Reaſons for God's ordaining them to be walked 
in without ſuppoſing our Walking in them, the Ground, 
Condition,or Motive of our Ele&ion : As 

1, To ſhew forth His virtues whoſe Off-ipring we pro- 
fels our ſclves tobe : Mat. 5. 45, That ye may be ( i.e. that 
ye may, appear and approve your ſelves to be ) the Children 
Y "your Father which is in Heaven. 

2. To Convince Thoſe without 3 That they by our 
good converſation- may be won over, and learn to do 
well; Or ct{c be compelled to Glorifte God in the day of 
viſitation, | 

3+ For Encouragement and Example to Weaker Chriſti- 
ans who yet are but Children in the good waycs of God, 
and arc aptlier led by Example than Precept. 

4+ That by having our Senſes exerciſed -about holy 
thmgs, we might become more holy z and fo, more capable 
of Communion with God here, and meetened for our 
Heavenly Inheritance. 

5+ Good works arc a part of Elc&ion 3 and the Elect 
are as abſolutely ordained to them, as to Salvation it felt, 
Fob. 15-16. 


Objections I did not intend to meddle with : But con- 
ſidering that That which follows of this kind, ( though 
done for another account ) may help to diſcover the light- 
nels of what is alledged againſt our Dofrine of Election, 
T have therctorc inſerted it here 3 And hope it ſhall prove 
to its further Confirmation. 


There 
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| Thereis no Eleftion,nor Decree of Elettion, of particular 
perſons as ſuch 3 but of the intire ſpecies of Men from 
Eternity ? | ; 

Eledion is the Chooſing of Sowe from among others 3 and 
it alwaycs.ſuppoleth a greater Number out of which the 
choice is made : And conſcquently, The taking ( or 
Chooſing ) of Al, is quite beſides the nature of Elc&ion. 
The Scripture (ayes, They are choſen out of the World, 
Foh. 15+ 19+ Then the World is not Choſen : z. e. The in- 
tire Species of Men is not the objeQt of EleQion. 


God hath not decreed from Eternity to Ele& any perſ"n of 
Mankind upon any terms, but that in caſe be liveth- 
to years of diſcretion, he may poſſibly periſh ? 


This is excepted againſt, 1+ Becauſe the perſon of Chriſt 
Himſelt is not exempted : 2+ Becauſe as poflibly the death 
of Chriſt might be in vain; 3. It makes the Decree -aud 
Ele#ion two things, and divers in reſpe& of time. That Ele- 
ion was from Eternity, is proved from Eph.1.4+ Andthat 
the Elea ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely promilel fie 1 C+28. 


Threatnings of Damuation are abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with @ perengptory Decree to conferr $alvation ? 


No more then the threatning of death upon Adam, was 
inconſiſtent with God's purpoſe to ſend him a Saviour : 
So likewiſe, that Caution | That Except the Mariners ftay- 


0 IO 
eee eaters 


ot 


Gen.2.17. 


with 
Ch.3.1 So ; 


d in the ſhip, they could not be Saved] was well conliftent 48.27.32. 
with that peremptory Promiſe [That there ſhowld be no loſs Pithev-3 1+ 


of any Man's life. | The Promile of ſafety was abſolute; 
but their aQtual ebtainment of it was Conditional: Yet fo, 
as That the performance of the Condition on their part, was 
as Certain by the Decree, as Safety upon their performance 
of it: For, He that determir'd the ſafety of their lives, D2- 
termir'd alſo That it ſhould be Effeted by their abiding in 
the Ship 3 and That. this Caution, or threatning of danger, 
incaſe they went out 3 ſhould be a means to prevail with 
them for that abiding 3 and fo it did. 
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In like manner, that ſaying of the Apoſtle, Rowe. *. 13. 
If ye walth after the flgh Ye feat ce 5 was very <conliſtent 
with what he had {ſaid aforc in Chap. 6. 1 4, That Sm ſhall 
not have dominion over them : and That Nothing ſhould ſepa- 
vire chm fromube loverof Gr, Chap. ®. 2 9. Fot, as'the Lord 
dedk with roxſinxble Crenrares 3 SoHe'rmahes ule of Ratio- 
Mal Avpumicnts Motives, end Cautiors to work upon them”: 
Both Exd and Mes, 2nd Db: Incements to the xſe of thoſe 
Nfeans, wereallwermind wpetber. = | 


IWe judge et a very ſenſeleſs part mm @ ifinbey, ito pitt 
his child compleat aſſurance under hand and Seal, that he 
wilhmake him bir#6lrapvi(t-aTl 'piſibte interveniences > 
and yet prefently vwhreaten Bir , if be'be 10t dutiful, to 
diftrherme'bim ? 

Undutiful Children maydare 'to-judge 'thusof their Fa- 
thors actions': and Ginildicn {C thit otherivife are dariful 
"and good, yet) xwhiles Qhildreh, ithnythave Childiſhconcep - 
41a0sof whac 'thetr Anojonts do! But Men grown tp, 'andl 
acquaiatcd with'thoir Fachers __— -and*goodnels, will 
tay. thewrihanll upon'their:i mouth, 

The promiſe and purpoſe of God to give Oa#aan to 
Hheuhanrs feed*;, was d ſolute, That (by the Objectors 
own cotifeffion9 all their uniworthynds would not deprive 
+hom-of\it-; It:is afovradent by their demeanour, and the 
-Eventat'laſt; (yet, how often toc the Lord threaten 'to diſ- 
inberite-therm'? andto:btvt oute their ame from under Heaven? 
Dil Adeſes,, now, 420 and .charpe (Gv1 foolifply ? Did he tell 


 Him:, "Tis a fentelels ipart thirs tothreuten after'fo ab[o- 


Jatc an cngagement to theiCorttrety ? [No,he'pttts*the'Lord 
Tr mul of His.promiſewo 'their Fathers; Of His Mercy in 
-pardoning them atortirme'z what'refle&tion 'tt would hive 
-on'His-henour among the Egyptians, f-He ſhould now de- 
Hroy theme. :Notia word (of Complaitit , Fhat, firft ro 
Promiſe, and then to'thraten, is al{znftlefs thing : It' had 
been ſenfeleBiin Mofarthus todo, and in'nd wile conlittert 

with His duty.: But more directly : | | 
It were no {cnſcleſs patt jn-a Father, 'to purchaſe mm Office 
for 
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foa bis. Fog, aud a ta.ſetele it ow-him 3 that ic ſtall not. be ip 
his own power to Reverſe it: And yet ,, ( keeping to him- 
ſelf the knowledge of that Settlement ) propofe the 3njoyment 
thereof conditionally, vis, upon texms of obedience to his 
fathers Commands; The tendency of all which , is hut to 
prove himſelf the Son of ſuch a father, and to Meeten him 
tos big place: And the more to oblige his Son. taa ſtudious 
preparing himſelt forit z to.lay before him the evil aud Can- 
ger of a Negligent courfe 3 by which ( if perſiſted in ) hg 


might yender himſclf uncapable. 


But ſurely, fuppoling this Father to have the ſame pow? 
er aver his Son, as God hath over the heart and Spirit of 
His people 3 He will ſo oxder him by InſtrucQion, diſcipline, 
and good pripc'ples z«that he ſhall not run into a Forfeiture. 

Betides , Thrcatnings of Damnation are not properly 
appliable to Believers, who kxow. themſclves ſa to, be: For 
hethas beliqueth, is paſſed from death, to life, and ſhall uot come Fob. 5424. 
into Condemnation 5 However, at times, for want of a tho- 
row knawing their State, unthanktulneſs for it, or fome 
ether miſcarriage 3 they bring themſclves under doubtings 
of it. But for ſuch as have Compleat aſſurance under 


God's hand and feal, (* as the Obje&tion ſpeaks ) 


They 


8x 


are ſealed up to the Dey of Redemption , with a Seal iÞat Eph-4-30- 


weper ſhall be looſe. 


Ti caſe any perſon were ſo adjudged to Eternal life from 
Eternity, that there is no poſſibility of mifearrying > #henx 


there was no neceſſity of Chrifts dying for him 


The Aſſertorgof Abſolute Ele&ion do hold with the Scri- 
ptures, That Election is 31 and through Chriſt : The ſame De- 
cree that ordained to Salvation, ordained alſo the death of 
Chriſt, in order thereto 3 That God might be Fuft 3u Fultif) 
ing : He hath appointed ust0 obtaia ſalvaiion , our Lord Feſus 


M 3 


through San&ification of theSpirit and bclicfof the Fra , 
; ten 


Rom.8,15e 


oo 
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then holinefs and faith are Needleſs things : Theſe are ab. 
fuard reaſonings, which the Truth never Owns. 


We Judge ſuch an Eleftion to be an open Enemy t0 God- 
lineſs, For who will ſtrain and toil bimſelf for that which 
he knows he ſhall obtain by an eaſie pace ? 


The Do&trine of Conditional Ele&ion can be no friend 
to Godlinels, whatever it may pretend 3 ſince all that a 
Man doth on that account, ultimately ends in ſelf. Godlz- 
neſs is to Aim at God as our Chief End, in all that we do: 
Now, One that holds, the Ele& ſure of Salvation, and b.- 
lieves himſelf to be one of them, and yet goes on to fear 
God and obey Him 3 Gloritics God more than he that per- 
forms the ſame dutics for kind, ( and perhaps, greater in 
bulk ) in expectation of life thereby. The Phariſees faſted 
oftner than Chriſt's Diſciples 3 but were not fuch real friends 
to Godlineſs as they : Long prayers, faſtings,and Alms-deeds, 
are all Nothing without Love : and who ( do you think ) 
will Love God more, he that believes himſclt ſure of God's 
Love unchangeably 3 or One that holds, That atter all his 
toiling and ſtraining, he may poſſibly have Run in vain, and 
loſe all at laſt? And who would think, that a Mafter in Ij- 


_ rael ſhould Reaſon fo abſurdly ? who counts it a toil to cat 


his Mcat when Nature requires it 3 eſpecially when *tis moſt 
agrecable both to his palate and conflitution 2 All the wayes 
of God are plealantneſs to them that walk in thems And 
theſe would not leave them again , although their future | 
happineſs were. not concerned in it : It they be grievous 
roany , it is from their unacquaintedneſs with . His Love 3 


1 Fobn 5+ 3+ 
It muſt nceds make men very remiſs and lo ſe in the Ser- 
pice of Gods 


Chrift knew, that the Angels had charge over Him 3 and 
that He ſhould not daſh His foot againſt a ſtone yet ne'r the leſs 
careful of His own preſervation : Paul was ſure of the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, and yet as diligent in beating down bis body, 
and-{train'd as hard in Running his Race,as any of thoſe, who 
lay the ſtreſs of Salvation upon their works. Such 
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Sch-a-Notion of Elefion, layes the honour and neceſ= 

fity of that great Ordinance of Preaching ti eGoſpel, in the 

duft : For, if the Ele&t ( ſo called ) ſhall as certainly be 

ſaved by a weak, ſimple, or Corrupt Miniſtry, and this 

 (3t maybe ) enjoyed but a-dayor two in all a Mans life, 

or looſely attended upon, wherein 3s the Miniſtry of the 

G«fpel to be eſteemed? }-2 + 0 

That peremptory Decree, That [| Summer and Winter, 

Day and Night, ſhall nit ceaſe ] takes not away the Ncccth- 

ty of the Sun's being in the World, Nor of its daily Rifings, 

Settings, and various Revolutions : For, by theſe ( #5 the 

Neceſſary Means thereof ) muſt the Decree be made gocd- 

So, The Abſoluteneſs of that other part of the promiſe, 

' ( That Seed tine and Harveſt ſhall not ceafe ) doth; no whit 

diſcharge the Hnsbandman either of his ufefuJneſs or duty x 

but eviaceth the One and inforceth the Other 3 Giving alſo 
Encouragement to him in his Work. 


The force of this Anſwer will not be evaded by aliedg-' 


ing, That God affords.them Means propcr and ſufficient tor. 
ſeed time and harveſt 3 (that is, they have fitting Seaſons, with 


Seed-corn, horſes, plows, and other Utenſils of husbandry ) 


and that's.all the Promiſe intends: and if they improve them 
not, the fault's their own: True, it is ſo, and they (ball. 
{mart for their Negled& : But what will become of the Pro- 
mile, aud Sureneſs.of. the Covenant ? Therefore, this is not 
All that God doth for Men in this point : He that Decreed 
How long the Earth ſhall endure, and what number of Men 
He will raiſcup upon it 5 Did alſo Decree His own uphold+ 
ing thereof , during that time , and by what Means tao: 
Men ſhould. be propagated and kept alivez and did accor- 
dingly put into Mankind, the Principles of Self-preſcrvation 3 
by which they are Naturally prompted to the uſe of them., 
as they ate to Eat, Drink, and Sleep : He hath ſerthe World in 
their beart. Ecclel. 3.1 1+ 

 Asthe Elect ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo prepared for 
that Salvation 3 ſo hath the Lord appointed them ſwch- « 
Miniſtry, and for ſo long a time, and their attendance there- 
M 3 On, 


Gen 8 22. 


Foh 21.6. 


On, mn ſweh manner, as beſt'agreeth to His Qwn, inteut 3 and 
which He wil] bleſs and make effedwa! for that End: As is 
ſeen in His ſending Paz to certain places, where . he muſt 
preach and mor bold his peace 3 Why ? becauſe Gag had much 
Peojle inthat City: i 6. Many of His Ele& Ones were there ; 
who muftbe brought in 'by Pars Miniſtry ; Bythinia and 
other places, he is not ſuffered to go into, though he would; 
God had not yet any Work for him there. 

Thoſe that are ta be taken, the Lord witl bring, under 
the Means ( as He did that Shoal of Fiſhes under Peters Net, 
Witne(s the Eunuch', Corzelizs, the Jatlour, and others ) 
And this Means whether Powerful ur Simple in Mcy's eftcem, 
*tis all one toGod z His ward ſball accompliſh That He ſends 
it for : and the weaker the Means are, the more is the Power 


A2.2.9 10,11, of God magnihed : Sce A&s 2. How by Illiterate Mens Mi- 
41,47- niftry, He took them by thonſ2uds, and added to His Church 


daily, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. , Sa then, the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel is in no wiſe made uſeleſs or diſcſtcemable by the do- 
arine of Abſolute EleCtion 3 but is. rather Greatcned there- 
by, as being the Power of God ta that Salvation He hath 


Choſen us to. = | 


Of what great conſequence to the World, are the Ris 
cheſt Gifts of Wiſedom, Knowleds, Utterance, &cc. if all 
thoſe who are in any poſſibility of being ſaved by them ; 
may and ſhall as certainly be ſaved without them ? 

That the Richeſt gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Utterance, 
are of no;great. conſcquence to the Warld, is no Conſequent 
of the Doctrine of Abſolute Election 3 For, They are given 
for the Perfeding of tbe Saints , and cdifying the Body of 
Chriſt ( that is, The Ele: ) And all the diverſities of Gifts, 
Manifeſtations, and Operations, do concur to the ſame End 3 
Since it is the fame God , who Worketh all in all; ( that 
is ) He appoints Men to Salvation 3 Theſe Gifts, as a 
Means to prepare them for ity and Makes them Effectual 
thereto, 

But, that thoſe richeſt Gifts of Wiſedom, Knowledge, 


and Utterance, are of no great uſe or conſequence to the 
Worldz 
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worll'; 3 4 very nowre!! Conſequent of that! Dultrne , 
which tet the TVorld, that the Sun, Moon, and Stars do 
prexohithe Goſpdlſufficiently for Salyation ; Which, if rhoy 
do, "wheredm( indedd)ate thoſe Richeſt Gifts 66 be ſicemed? 
- And to:-whattnd is this waſte? why fhouldthe beft-of Mon 
{ſuffer Stripes, Teypriſormnents, and-Death, for doing That 
which aiight'be done" by thoſe above the reach of danger ?: 
And withal, 'tis toowellknownand obvious, That Men of 
preateſt Knowledge, Utrerance, and depth of 'Rraſon, ( Tach | 
as xr fitted the Prinecs of this World )Theyare fiotywaics, 
(Nay, very rerdly )' the faſteſt Friends of Fruth and Qodh- 
m5 : And'thokt' Few thatare, 'are not alwayes moft-/zcceſſe- 
$641 ')nitheir Work 3 Feddeſe 9. 11 When as Syme- others, 
meanly furniſhed in compariſon, have'Txr ned the World np- , 647, 10, 16. 
fide-down+ The Loxd oft-times rejects the 1/;fe and Prudent, with 
and reveals himfelf 'by Babess To take from meu, occaſion Ads 17.5. 
of boaſting z and to make it appear , that the Faith of His 
People 20h not ſtand in the /iſdom of Men, but Power 1 C97. 2+ 5 
of God. | | 


por -what accarent can Men te preſſed to # fre- 
quent, diligent. confcienteous , uttemdunoe\au be Mixi- 
ftry > if Salvation , amd conſequently: Preparations and 
Meectneſs for Salvation, ſhall as certainly be had. by a 
broken, \eareleſs, juptificial, witerdence 31: this kynd ? 
On what account did*the Lord fo frequently admonifh- 
#hat People, To keep the Law without turning afidez- To 
-Crrcumciſeitheir/heants 3-and tobe nomorefſirff-ncecked3-and 
rhjs , :as thei'Condition of 'therr. obtaining Canaan 3*if 41! 
their aworthynels could: mot deprive them 'of Canaan ? 
(C:which, the Author of *this Objcttion ctfewhere affirms, it 
could not ) But further z As Mcn are Creatures, it is their 
duty toferve and honour 'God 3, and in -order thereto, to 
"wait upon 'Him in His Ordinances, and that with all dili- 
gence» although 'the buſinefs 'of their Salvation were not 
concerned init but much more fince'it is, if any ;thing 
-of 'Selt\Concern, *may-evforcea Duty ': Andtruly theipre- 
taut fweetncls, 'that is inthe wayes of God, is Argument 
mp 


—— 


w—_ 
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Cufficient to induce our moſt ſerious attendance thereon. 
But, that Salvation, or Meetneſs for Salvation; may as 
-certainly be had by a careleſs Attendance; is far from the 
DoGdrine of Abſolute EleQtion to Aﬀert :' For,: it preſſeth it 


Kill, asan important duty, to give all: diligence to-make our - 


Calling and Kleftion ſure. But really, Remiſneſs in : duty, is 
the natural reſult of that Do&rine- which teacheth, That a 
Man poſlibly may loſe all he hath run-for at the laſt ſtep: 
For, who will train and toil himſelf C as they term it ) foran 
uncertainty ? And if there, be any ſuch, who negle their 
duty, becauſe if Elected they are ſure tobe ſaved 3 they give 
but. a ſorry evidence of their ſtate :: And they are (common- 
ly) ſuch as moſt eagerly oppoſe the DoQrine of Election; 
and not of thoſe who hold tor it. 


Such an Elefion as we contend againſt, we judge to 
be myft #nworthy 'the myſt excellent Nature of God, and 
to be at manifeft defiance with His Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
Mercy, Tuſtice, &c, ©" © ad > 

It the Ele&ion contended againſt, be ſuch as the Obje- 


- ors Arguments are poiated at It is ſuch as (I ſuppoſe) was 


never - held by any : And then, *tis-ilſpent time to ſet up 
Counterfeit, Notions, and make a great buſineſs of confuting 
theme: 24 hk: \ e | TI 

-  Butit is: Abſolute Election, without reſpe& to Mens Works, 
that is ſtrivenagainſ} : And for this, we ſay 

i- Abſolute Election is no way contrary to the wiſdom of 

God, but moſt conſonant theretoz For, how can it ſtand with 
His Wiſdoni; to determine the death, of His Son for the Sal- 
vation of Mcn ; and leave it x#zdetermin'd ( and conſequent- 
ly zncertain ) whether any onc perſon ſhall have Salvation 
by it? "I | 
1% It is ſofar from being at manifeſt dchance with the 
Mercy of God ; that it is moſt congruous and ſuitable to the 
very nature of it, To ſhew Mercy, is To open the heart to 
enc indiftreſs 3. To.love and do good to Enemies, whom he 
might as jultly have deſtroyed, and was no way obligd 
to ſpare, much leſs to advance them :; Nay, perhaps they 
were 
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were deeplier involv'd in guilt than other Men, even the 
Chief of ſinners : which is ſure the higheſt i!/luſtration of 
Mercy, and farr from a manifeſt defiance with it, 

3. It doth not oppoſe the Fuſtice of God; For, to 
whom is He D-btor, or can be? Al! had a ftock in Adam 
and having luft it by their own default, Gd is not-ob- 
liged to Reſtore itz Therefore, no Injuſtice to Repair 
One, and not Another . 


Doth it argue any Sovereign or bigh ſtrain of Grace, 
when Ten Thouſand have equally offendcd, to pardon 01 e 
or two; and implacably reſolve to puniſh and torment 
all the Reſt to the utmoſt extremity? And this againſt all 
poſſible intcroeniency of Sorrow and Repentance fir their 
fault ? 

It were very delirable, that men, whiles they ſuppoſe 
to contend for the Grace of God , would ſo order their Eccleſ's v. 
words as becomes the gravity of ſuch aSubjc& : And much ; 
more that they come not ſo near toa Down-right reproach- 
ing that Glorious Gracez of which we cannot have ap- 
prehenfions awfull enough. The mcn who thus ſpeak, 
had nced to try their ſpirits, whether they be of God , 
Since from the ſame premiſles they draw Conclufions:quite 
contrary to Thoſe who ( we know ) ſpake as they 'were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. In Scripture account *tis no dero- 
gation to the Grace of God, that He called Abraham alone 3 
laving Mzlions beſides to their periſhing conditions Nor 
can I believe that Moſes underſtood it a Diſparageing of God's 
love to Mankinde, when he tells us, That He choſe that 
Nation alone for His own peculiars, who yet were the Feweft 
of any People. Oneof 2 City , and two of a Family, were 
leſs in proportion than One or Two of Ten Thouſand ; 
yet no complaint upon it, by thoſe intereſſed in that Grace» 
It's the property of God's Children toadmire that He loves 
any, and cſpecially themſelves and not to find fault becauſe 
He loves not All alike- Whoam I (fays David) that thoy baſt 
brought me bitherto | Aud Chrift's Diſciples ,. Lord why wilc 
thou manifeſt thy ſelf to us, = Twclve)and ot to mere 

. . 4 INT # | 1 | 
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'Tis therefoxc the mare ſtrange to conſider, Why and how, 
any that call themſelves of the Rrotherhood, came Fl to eſpouſe 
the quarrcl of thoſe withoxt 1 and that withſuch Egzerneſs, 
46 to {irive and fajl-out among themſelves about the otters 
Concerns. But to Anſwer n.ore dircaly 3 

3- This Remnant is nat ſo contemptibly to be ſpoken 
of ; They are Tex thouſand times Tenthouſand, and thouſands 
of Thouſands : And how {mall foever the number be, (ifit 
were but One, it were more by Oxe than the whole Creation 
could deſerve : But Iſay, How few ſoever the Number be) 
no Man knowes but himſelf may be One of them ; unlefs 
by deſpifing the Grace of God in Election, he have proved 
it otherwiſe to fhimſclt, 

2. To pitch on a Few whiles in their blood and Enmity 

ainſt God , and Reſolve evcn tbex, to make them ever- 
laftingly happy 3 and that againſt the Natural bent of their 
own will; was a Grace much more high and Sovercign, 
than to fave them for their own b:tter improycmenc -of 
what they have in common with other Men: ( For that 
would not be of Gracebut of D-bt.) Or, if the Lord ſhould 
bring Ten Thouſand times that number into # S2lvable con» 
dition 3 (as they ſpeakz) but ſo, as that very poſſibly Not 
one of them fhall ever be ſavcd 3 it weuld not bring the 
Thouſandth part of that Glory to His Grace, as to $4:e 
« Few invincibly. 
'  $+ If the Lord did forcſee, That but Few would b:lieve 3 
and yct Refolv'd to faye x ne but ſuch as ſhould belicye ; 
Then the Qhjc&ion (as to Fewnels)) falls on the ObjeQors 
Pogrine, as much as. ours. ne 
| 4+ As fox Gadly forrow, Faith, and Repentance 3 they 
axe the Gift of Gyd, ayd proper to the Elgzt : Ando, no 
Reafqn to ſuppoſe the intervenicney of theſe in them that 
are left : Or to. fear av implacable Relo'ution to punith and 
errmcut Axy ip Whom theſe Pyllibilities go forth into 


AQ. | | 
; 6 erallegations they have _ the DoAtrine of EleQion, 
| Ny 


which will admit of as plain a Solution as thoſe above: But is 


being hy purpoſe to colle& what I ſhould find in the 


Scriptures 


Of God's 8overeignty; Ec, gf: 
Scriptures for ity and not to controvert the Poidt; ! pro. 
ceed no farther; but goon to the UTfalnels of the Dottrine. 
Only, by the way, let me premiſe a Caution ot two. Re 
1, Let no Man Tax God with Injuſtice ot Partiality, be- Ca#H09 I. 
cauſe He takes not All; Or, ker Not Thoſe of higheſt 
eſteem among. Mex ; Do not the Princes of the World exer- 
cife Dominion over Men like themſelves? Or is there a 'Sub- 
jc ſo mean, but will think himſclf wrong'd, if Queſtion'd' 
tor diſpoſing his own ? ( which yet is his own but as bor- 
rowcd.) And ſhall vain Man preſume to arraign his So . 
vercign Lord ! Woe to him that flriveth with bis Makes ; If 1 45+ 9: 
you muſt be Medling, lt it be with pot-ſheards of Earth like 
your ſelves. 
2. Let no Man diſvalue this Doctrine of EleRien, be- Carton 2. 
cauſe it takes-in but a Remnant. Why are they ſtiled The 
[ little ] flock, but to heighten the Mercy and Priviledge of 
it in their Eftcem ! Noah did not conteron' the Grace of God 
to himſelf and his Sons, becauſe the World of Ungodly were 
excluded the Ark 3 Nor the Remnant that eſcaped the Sword ,_ ed 
in Egypt, did not reckon their own Deliverance e'r the Jeſs 1&7: 44+ Fe 
Mercy, becauſe the Reſt of their Countrymen had not a Share 
init. Men do not uſe to flight their own Immunities, for 
other's Not-being intercſſed in them; But rather, to value 
themſclves the more upon it. 
And now. as a Means to Prevent or Remove the evil Sur« 
miſcs Caution'd againſt ; with thoſe other ſinifter Deducti- 
ens which carnal Reaſon may be apt to ſuggeſt 3 Per us draw' 
up a few of thoſe Many and Worthy Improvements this 
D-&rine is capable of, above and beyond that of the con- 
trary tenour : As alſo, of thoſe Laws of Duty which it 
layes upon us. And here I would ſte firſt what fruit may 
be gather'd -from the ſeveral branches of the Propofi- 
tion 3 and Then, what from the Groſ7, or whole of it pro- 
miſcuouſly. | | 
I. Since there is an ElcQion of Men to: Salvation, Put you Inference. 
in for a part and intereſt in it : Though their Nutnber be 
but Small; Caft-in your Lot, and make One among thern. 
My:meaning/is; That tho' never ſo few are tlie ObjeQts of 
N 2 Election, 
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Ele&ion, you will make it your bulineſs, to prove your felf 

4 of that Few : It but Two in the whole World , who knows 
but thou mayeſt be Oxe of them ? It's our Saviour*s Argu- 
ment, They are but Few that go in at the ſtrait gate z There- 
tore {ixive. The Nincvites had not that ground to b2lieve, 
God would accept them, that you have; for their Ruin 
was pronounced in p2remptory wordsz and no room ex- 
p-<ly left for Repentancez and y<t they humbled themlſel ves 
aud turn'd from their evil wayes, upon this only conſidera- 

Fonah. 39,10, tion, Ihocan tell if God will turn away his fierce anger, tht 
we periſh not * ICs a happinels worth your Venturing for : 
For (1) you can loſe nothing by tadeavouring : (2) Youcan 
hardly have a more ſolid evidenge of yuur being Elccted , 
than to have your heart taken with EleQing, love, and ca- 
ſting your ſelf tipon 1t3 And (3 ) never did any periſh who 
ventur'd on th's Bottom. 

Inference. TI. From the DoGtrine of ElcQion's Abſoluteneſs, is evi- 
derced the exceeding Riches of the grace of God, in that 
He hath notlett this great Concern to hamane contrivance : 
but hath laidit mor- ture and fate, than Men themſctlves 
would have done : For, *tis too evident ( by the Reaſoninys 
that are uſed to make Election Dependent and Conditional ) 
tow it would have gon, if Icft to the wiſdom of Men. 

Bat I ſhall not doubt to affirm, That this DoGrine of Ele- 
Eion's Abſoluteneſs , is much atorc-hand with that which 
teacheth it tobe Conditional, both in point of Encourage- 
ment and otherwiſez And that as well Afore bclicving, as 
4 fterwards. 

1+ Before a Man comes to bcli:ve : ( {uppobng him to be 
Notionally inſtructed therein Befire ) For, being under con- 
viction ot the Greatncſe, and Multitude of his Sins 3 and tind- 
ing the power ot indwelling corruption fo /yſupcrable : Ha- 
ving alſo a fight of the Holineſs of God : It needs muſt prove 
a difficult Matter to believe, that there is Mercy and Paydon 

forjuch aOne asbe; Or, that ever thoſe dominecring luſts 
' ſhould be made to ſubmit : But then contidering, 1. That 
Electing Love pitches on the Chief cf Sinners: 2. That it 
flowes not from, nor is founded upon, any condition to be 
| per- 
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performed by Mea : And 3. That EleQion has- in rt 
All that conduceth to life and Godlincls 3 (Theſe things, 
I ay , conſidered) it cannot but have a farr greater 1n- 
fluence on the Soul, to cleave unto God, and follow hard af- 
ter Him than if his Eic&ion were ſuſpended upen his Do- 
ing that which he finds in himſelt no power to p.rform. 
For,he ſees by wotul c and yet, through Grace, happy) Expe- 
rience, That as the Law is made weak through the weaknels 
of the ficſh; ſo alſo, (ſetting afide the Abſalutencſs of 
EleQing love) all the meancs of Grace which are givcn 
in Common among Men, would be wholly incffectua] 
to Salvation : Which difficulties, Ele&ing love in the 
Abſoluteneſs of it, will Superfede and ſet him above them al, 

2. After a man comes to Believe,this Doctrine of Abſilute 
Elc&ion,is of ſingular uſcand benefit to him, both as tending 
to keep him on his feet, and to raiſe him when heis down, 

(1) Ttis a great Preſcrvative in time of Temptation : 
The Remembrance of that love which looked upon him, 
when he was in his blood, and ſaid he ſhould live, and hath 
now alſo made good its Word to him 3 muſt needs operate 
flrongly with a gratious heart, againſt what ever might 
be unworthy of ſuch Jove : Ler the bait be never ſo apt- 
ly ſited, he will turn from it in a holy diſdain ( as yood 
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Foſeph did ) How can I do this Wickedni(ſs, aud ſin againſt Gen 39.9. 


God , who hath dealt fo bountitully with me ! 

(2) Nothing more tends to Recovery after a fall, than the 
Confideration of the Freeneſs of God's Loveat firſt, aud His. 
Mighty Power in @ickening, when altogether deadz And 
that both theſe ( viz. This Loveand this Power ) are en- 
gaged by an Abſolute Covenant to bring every one that takes 
hold thercof, unto Glory. z and theretore, w1ll recctve him, 
not only After , upon his Return to his Daty 3 but in the 
Midi of his backſlidings He will come and heal him. The 
Lor..'s way of dealing with Ephraim, ſet down inthe 575. 
of Tſaiah is an- inſtance pertinent to the caſe in hand : And 
in the 44- Chap. Hedoth, as it were, Clench and faſten this 
Natl in a ſure placezRemember, O Jacob, I have formed thee; 
Thou ſtalt not be forgotten of Me : 1 have blited aut thy fins 

N. 3 Theres 


ver.17,18. 
ver, 2hk,22” 


Txference. 
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Therefore returu unto Me: And Jer. 3. 14+ Return, © beck: 
ſliding Children, for I am married unto yon, ( to wit, by 
His Covenant of Ele&ion, ) To this purpoſe alfo is the edge 
of Samucl's Argument applied, in 1 Sam. 12+ 20, 22, Fear 
not; yehove dine all this wickedneſs > yet turn not aſide from 
following the Lord: As if he had ſaid, your wickednels (in- 
deed ) is great, yehave highly provoked the Lord by your 
caſting Him off; yet be not read , as if the Lord 
would therefore caſt off you z For, the Lord will nos for- 
Jake His people: ( But why? ) Becauſe it hath pleaſed the 
Lord to make you His people. And in vere 24+ he further backs 
it with the remembrance of the great things God hag 
done for them eforetime: Than which, thereis nothing of 
fironger tendency to a Soul's recovery. 


T gather in general: 


- 


HI. From theſ Perſonality] of Elefion, 
Apt | 


an 
IV.. From the{ Eternity] of its Original, 
That ſince the Scriptures have ſo highly Renouned theſe 
two Circumſtantial parts of Election, by ſofrequent a men- 
tioning of them; and that, on occaſions of the ſolemneſt 
import.: We ought not to paſs them by as things of indif- 
ferent notice z But, as being diverſly Inſtrudtive, Worthy to 
be kept, and ſoberly contended for, The Holy Ghoſt 
duth not uſe to ixculcate matters of Ordinary oblervance,, 
r little import ; But, as Noting to us, ſome great impor- 
zancy in them z, as taxing alſo ) our ſloth, and aptneſsto' 
negle& them ; and toſtir up our minds: to. make themore 
diligent ſearch, What, and what manner of things they are 3 
and how to be improz?d. In particular : 


From the Perſonality of Eledion, I Infers 


T. That it ought to be minded as matter of the highteft 
honour to the Parties concern'd» The Lord illuftrates Moſes 
at'no_ ordinary rate, when-He tells: him know theeby 
name |] and doubtleſs, intended:that Moſes himſelt ſhould ſo: 
account of it, and be: highly ſatisfied therewith, though de- 


nyq in ſome athes: things he would-fain-have had. T _ 
: a iſo 
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aVſo Paw! ſhgnalizeth thoſe eminent Saints , who were his 
fellow-Labourers in the Goſpel, That their { names ] were phil.4.3 
in the Bock, of Life. And our Saviour propounds it to His 
Diſciples, as mattcr of higheſt Exultation , That their 
[ 1ames ] were written in Heaven. That our poor inlignih- 
cant names ſhould be written in God's book, and 1.id up 
among His Treaſures in Heaven ; when the Generality of 
Names ( cven Names. of Note ) are written in the Duſt ! 
let it not ſcem a light matter to us : For this is that. Ever- Iſa. 55. 
lafting Namt which never ſhall be cut-off 

I. The knowledge of this thing, namely,that God has thus Inference; 
taken Notice of our Names ) is a great Priviledge :.It enlar- 
ges the heart to:higher expectations z it gives boldnefs ( or 
ircedom ) of ſpeech towards God . as if Nothing were too 
\. great for fuch a One to ask, See how Moſes grows upon it : 

o ſooner, ſayes God, | 1 knoro theeby yame | But Moſer, Ex04-3317+ 
. rapt into the Second, and faju would be in the Thj-d Hca- 

/en; preſemily replies, | T beſeech thee ſhew me thy Glory ] 

HI. As it is matter of Honour, and Priviledge '& it will Inference. 
prove one of your belt Titlcs to your Heavenly inheritance. 

K will fignifie ſomething ove day, { however by ſome too 

lightly eſteemed Now ) when it ſhall be the great diſtin- 

guiſhing character between you and the World ;; Whoever 

he be that denives not his Gcnealogie from this Regiſter, wepe - 64 
will be put from the Heavenly Pricſi-hood. The New Fe> "M0 
ruſalem admits Naxe, but whoſe Names are written in the Rev-20 15: 
Bookof life +> yea, | every One ] that is not found writtcn Re 
there, ſhall bz caft intoa lake of fire. Therefore, Give all C72" 27- 
diligence to makg yuur Eledtizn ſure. 

IV. It alſo imports Mattcr-of Duty from us.. When Inference: 
Princes conterr titles of henour , lands, or. Immunicies 
T hey uſe to reſerve ſome kind of Rent or other acknowledy- 
ment > To mind tneir Subjects ( though Favorrites ) of 
whom they hold. You have no fuch way of Owning 
Your great Bznetactour , Nor no fuch Means of being Con- 
fiderable iv the World; as by bcariug che badge and.im- 
preſs of Him. who gave you- this Name of honour. Let 
His Name, therefare, be Named rpm you Carry. His 


Naine 


Inference. 


Taference, 


Rev.13.8 


Ch 17.8, 
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Name in your boſom bear it on your Shoulders , and the 
Palms »f your bands 3, Let the Choyce of your Afﬀettions, 
The Chief of your Strength, and the whole of your Aivity, 
be employed tor His honour : Let every thing you do, 
bear an Impretlion of Him whoſe Name is Holys 


Then, from the Antiquity of Eledion- 


T. Let the Axcientucſs of Ele&ting love,draw up our hearts 
to a very dear and honourable eſteem of its Pieces of 
Antiquity: (though of baſe Mettal, and otherwiſe of litrle 
ule or value;) how venerable are they with learned Men ! 
And ancicat Charters, how carefull are Men to preſerve 
them; although they contain but Temporary priviledges, 
and ſometimes but of Trivial Moment ! How then ſhculd 
the Great Charter of Hcaven, ſo much Klder than the 
World, and Containing Matters of Eternal Weight and 
Glory ! Which alſo hath been coyfirm'd by ſo many Pro- 
miles, Exemplitied by Multitudes of Caſes, with a Seal 
aftix'd more precious than Heaven it ſelf; (All which pro- 
claim The Ezernal Validity of it) How ſhould this ( I ſay) 
be had in everlaſting Remembrance, and the thoughts there- 
of be very precious: to us! Lying down, Riting up, and 
all che day long Accompanying of us And how carcfull 
ſhould we be, Not onely to keep this Charter #xcancelled, 
but alſo to keep it cleax from all ſorts of Duſt and foil, by 
which the legibleneſs thereof might any way be obſcured 
to our ſelves or Others! 

IT. Let Elc&ion's Eternal Origine, be an Argument for 
Its Eternil Duration, and fo, of the Saints Invincible 
Perſcverance to Glory, That which is fram Everlaſting 
ſhall be tv Everlaſting : It the Roor be Eternal, ſo' are 
the Branc'cs. Surely, For this good End (among others) 
is it twice recorded in the Revelation, That Their Names 
were written in the book, of life[_from the foundation of the 
World] Namely, To tignitie and afſure, That the Elect 
ſhall be ſafely and ſirely kept from thole dreadful Apoſtacies, 
which the Reſt of the world ſhall fall into. And hence. 


( perhaps )it is, That we read of Nothing done in Mn 
| | ut 


| 
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but Eleion and things peexliar thereto as the Promiſe of 
Eternal life; The Lamb ſlain 3 The Kingdom trepared, &c. Ele» 
ion is an Etcrnal Fountain,that never leavs Running whil:s 
a Veſſel is cmpty , or capable of holding more; and it ſtands 
cpen to all Comers : Thereforc come, and it ye have not 
{ufficient of your own, Go and borrow Veſlels, Empty 
Veſſels, .not a Few 3 Pay your debts out of it, and live on 
the Reſt to Eteruity. - 


V. From the Dofirine of Cho, ing in Chriſt : 


LT. It is an high Demonſiration of God's love to His Inference, 
Choſen Ones : We may ſay of it as Huram to Solomon , 
Becauſe the Lord loved His People, Heſer His Son over them. 2Chr.2.11, 
It is alſo an cminent proof of His Manifold Wiſdom ;” 
To Contrive the bleſſedneſs of His people in iuch a Man- 
ner, as ſhould moſt Certainly ſecure their obtainment of itz 
Moſt ſignally illuſtrate His love to them; and fo, moſt 
:f.Ctionately winn upon their hearts, and oblige them to 
Himlſelt tor ever. We may hence alſo diſcern ſomthing of 
that Immenſe Greatneſs and Holineſs of God , That though 
He ſo loved His Ele& , as to make them One in Him- J#b 17-21 
ſelf That Union could not be admitted without a' Me+ 
diatour equal with Himſelf. 
TI. Gather hcnce, your ſtability and fafety : What ever Inference. 
ſtreight or difficulty you are Entring upon, Drink of this 
Brook in the way, and lift up your head. What ever 
pertains to life and Godlinels, Grace and Gloryz This 
life and That to come is all layed up in- Chriſt : ( As 
all ſorts of Food in the Ark, for thoſe who found Grace 
in His fight) All Fullneſs dwellsin him, and that for you. 
He 1s not onely a Root ſtable in himſelf, but ftabliſhing 
to you : Communicating ſap and ſpirit to all his Bran- 
ches ; Whiles there is lite in Him 'you cannot die, This 
15 That makes the Saints ſtand Firm and ſacred in the 
midſt of dangers 3 The evil one toucheth them not. Let 1 Feb $18, 
all the-Rebell-Crew of adverſaries ( Satan , the World, your 
own evil hearts) afſixciate themſelves, and take Counſel toge- 
thcr; it all comes to nought ; Let their Afaults be Renewed 
| O azailn 
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againi and again , they are ſtill bcaten off : They gird 


Iiſ2.8.9. 
Pſ.23-4 
Dane. 3* 25.27» 


Inference. 


x Cor,6.17. 


Rom 7-4, 


Inference, 


themſelvcs and are broken in pieces : They gird again, and 
again thcy are broken in pieces. Thus it is, and thus it 
ſhall be, to the end of our Warfare, For Gad is with) us. 
This was it made Dz2vid fearleſs, even in the walley of 
the ſhadow of death, The Lord was with bim. And thoſe 
three Noble Confeſſors, they walked ſecure in the fiery 
furnace, becauſe the Sox of God was Among, then» There- 
fore Do All, Suffer All, and Expe&t All, as being in 
Chriſt, and not otherwiſe, But woe to himthat is alone, 
who when he falls hath not Chriſt tohelp him up. 

I[T. Let this your Relatiox to Chriſt be evidenced by your 
Likeneſs to him: He that 3s joyned to the Lord is one Spirits 
The holy Oyl that was poured on your Head runs down 
tothe Skirts of His Garm:n 33 (7 e. to the very meaneſt of 
His Followers) and they carry a-long the precious ſcent 
with them, where cver they go 3 ( or ſhould do, as Pax! 
did, 2 Cor. 2.14-) It is natural to thoſe married to Chri# 
to bring forth fruit unto God; and (ec .it be ſuch as 
will abide the Teſt 3 Endure all ſorts of weather, and bc 
bettered by it. | | 

Iv. This Dodtrine illuſtrates That of Tuſtification as 
ſhewing Y/herein the true Matter of Juſtiyiag Righteouſneſs 
doth conlift; and How it comes to be Ours : Orr Faith, 
( or Act of B:licving ) cannot be the Matcer of it, for 
that it is an impertect thing and ſo, cannot be Reckoned 
in the place of perfe&t Righteouſneſs : For It mult be a 
Righteouſneſs perfealy perfeR that Juſtifies, as it was a 
fin finfully finfull that Condemn'd. This Righteouſneſs alfo 
muſt be our own (and is) ina way of Right 3 (as Adans*s 
ſin alſo was) though perform'd inthe perſon of Another. 
Chrijt and Adam being Paralels in their Head-ſhip, the 
imputation of the One's Guiltineſs, and of the other's 
Righteouſneſs, are Righteouſly applycd to their reſpe&tive 
ſceds. And this wes a Main end of the Lord's Putting 
Thoſe He would Juſtifie, into Chriſt 3 That He bemg 
made {in and a Curſe for them , They might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in Him and fo, God might 


_- 


Of God's Soverergnty, &7, 99 
be Juſt in Juſtifying of them. - Faith (in this mattcr) holds 
the place of an Ezzdence or Seal of that Righteouſneſs which 
belongd to us, as being inChriſt, b:fore we believed 3 and 

4 is given uson the account of our Intereſt therein, that we 

4 might apprehend itz and enjoy the Bznefits of ic ; Which 

J i5 ſurely, a far better Ground to build our Juſtification up- 
on, than our weak and imperfe& faith, which ſtands in 
need daily of the Righteoulneſs of God, for its own fup- 
port. Theretorc, : | 


V. Make it a main part of your Care and buſineſs, To Tference. 
gct into Chriſt and to abide in Him. | 


Phil. I, 290 


V I. The f.unding of Eledion upon Grace, Aﬀords Vs dis 
vers uſcfu! inſtruftions ; As, 


I. To fall down, and Adore thc Great G O D for this Inference. 
unſpeakable diſcovery of His love to Men. Ir is one of 
the Richeſt Mercies that He would not betruſt us in exr own 
keeping : That Another, ( and He One that had not the 
leaft need of us ) ſhould be more provident for ts than we 
would have been for our {elves : That our Chiefeſt Tntereft 
ſhould have the higheſt ſecurity : That it ſhould be founded 
upon Grace 3 (the Attribute which Our Great King moſt de- 
lights to honour. ) And that He ſhould doit ( as it were ) 
againſt our wills, ( For ſo it is, inas much as to graft our 
happineſs on the Will of Azother, is contrary to Nature ,) 
Of all Bottoms, we ſhould not have pitcht it there 3 and 
yet, in truth, no other ground would hold us : His Name 
may well be called J/ouderfrls It is nit after the manner of Pſa', 118, 23; 
' Men > This is the Lords doings, and let it be Marvellous in 
our eyess | 
I T. It ſhews} what Reaſon we have todiſcard and Ca- Tyference. 
ſhcir tor ever, that Groundleſs, and blindfold opinion,which 
þ laycs the ſtreſs of Salvation on a thing of Nought : ( For, 
| . whatelſe is the Will ofa trail and Mutable Man? To forfake 
| a living fountain, and Reſt on a Ciſtern, a broken Ciftern , 
What tolly is it ! Tocaſt our Eagles wings, and truſt to a 
b toot out of Joint z who would do it, that is not void of un- 
T. derſtanding ? Surely, Fob was aware of it, when he profe(- 
J O 2 {&th, 


Ta 2,21, 
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feſzth, He wonld wot value alife that d:pended ou his own 
Righteauſneſs, Job. 9. 15 with 21, 
The Grace of God is little bcholden to that Do@trine 
which would give the Glory cf it to a gracelcfs thing : 
And as little have the Souls of men to thank it for: It feeds 
them with dreams and fancicsz which, when thzy awake, 
will leave them hardly bcfterd and hungry. Therefore,fit not 


down under thc ſhadow of that Gurl 5 It hath a worm at 


the Rot 3 And they will not b2 held guilcleſs, nor kcpt from 
the Scorching Sun, whozver they be that ſhelter th2inſelves 
1 the Covert of it. Itsa ſpark of Men's own kindling 3 
whcrewith though compaſſed round, they'l lie down in ſor. 
row, Iſz.350,11. Thereforeizt thoſe who diſrelliſh this Do- 
Etcine, b2caule it ftounds not Salvation upon Self, look well 
to their ſtanding and ſhift from it in time. _ 

ITI. Fall in pra&icilly with the Dodrine of Elefion as 

frunded upou Grace. AS it was Grace which gave you your 
Eiect b-ing 3 So,let it b2 your Spirit and utmott endeavour to 
improve ti1js your b-ing, to the praiſe of that Grace, 

1+ Give it the ſole honour of Elecion's Original : Suffer 
not Free-will Graze, orany thing elſe, pretend to a ſhare in 
the parentage of it : Letnot your faith, whether foreſeex or 
p.rfefted, be reckoned the ground-work,, or Mvtive, of your 
Election 4 Tt isa branch of it, and the braxch ( you know) 
cann2t bear the Root : Even Faith it ſelf muſt not ( yea, if ic 
be right, it will n:t ) gather where it hath not ſtrerved, Own 
nothing ( therefore ) that may detra&t from the honour 
that is due to Sovercion Grace. 

2 Bear your ſelf upon this Grace, agiinſt all your weal:« 
neſs and unworthynels : Let notthele diſcourage you , bur 
rathcr plead them as occaſions by which $5! a ce will be mani= 
tcſted, and ſhew it (elf to be What it is. Thus did David, 
Pardon my Sin, for it is great : And Myſes, when all that peo- 
ples obedience could not furniſh him with an Argument tor 
God's continuing His preſence with them, what's his Plea ? 
They arean honeſt ingenz 11s people > Trattable to thy Com- 
mands ? plyant 19thy nill ? They are worthy for whom Thou 

fo-uldſt do this Fer t'ey Doe thy Company, and have butt 
> Th:e 
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Thee a Tabernacle ? No, there is none of this Stuff jn it : 
But, let my Lord, I pray thee , go with us; For it is a ſtiff- Ex14.3449- 
necked people their Neck, is an iron ſinew , and their Brow 144% 4+ 
braſs , Therefore, go Thou with us, to better us, to ſotten 
us, and to pardon us: And by his ſhall the freeneſs of thy 
Grace appear tous: For, How elſe ſhalſ it be known that I 
and this people have f.und Grace in thy Sight ? But yet, Exod 33.16, 
withallz 
(1) Look that you make 'not a light Matter of your 
Sins or of your Sintulneſs; you canuot think bad enough 
ot your fſclf or of them 3 nor be too much humbled: 
Oncly, be not caſt downs. 
(2) Uſe the Mcans that Grace hath appointed : Watch 
and be Soberz Watch unto Prayer ; Put on the whole Ar- 
mour of God, and keep it cloſe about you 3 Your Sword 
and your Shield, be ſure you forget not :; But {till let your 
eyes be towards the hand of Grace through Chriſt , fox 
Councel, Scrength, Agency, and every good thing 3 And 
depend omit tor conſerving and aftuating the Grace it hath 
wrought in you, as Plants do on their Roots: The Spouſe, 
aftcx Marricd to Chriſt, prays tobe Drawn t9 Hims Cant.I,4+ 
(3). What-cycr bcfalls you, Remember the Good Pleas. 
ſure of God is in it 3 Hold your peace as Aaron did or if £fvit110-3 
you will ſpeak , lee your ſpeech be ſeaſoned with Salt, It is. 1 Sam.3.19. 
the Lord, let Him do as ſeemeth Him good. 


Other uſeful Inftruftions from the Dofrine of Eleflion in 


General and Tozcthers 


T. Ttbeing a DoGtrine of ſo great Importance, be not Inference. 
indifferent about it : Put your ſelf on the tryal touching 
your jntercſtin it , and bring forth. your evidences. for it :. 
Obſerve what are the properties.of El:&ed Oncs, and ſee 
if they ſtand on your fide : 

x As touching the Great buſineſs of Salvation, Do you. 
ſubmit to Mercy without Indenting, and making terms 
with God? Have you laid your elf at his feet, with 
{ Peradventure He will ſave me alive? And if He fay, L 
have no pleaſure; in thee 3 Lo, here, L am, and here 1 will, 
| | Q 3 Jye «. 


; | 
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Iye; If I muſt periſh, I will periſh here : T cannot die in a 
better place or poſture. Thus did Fob , when the Lord 
ſeemed toſet Himſelf againſt him, as reſolv'd co deſtroy 
him yet {till he reſolv'd to Truſt in- Him, and to hold faſt 
his Integrity. This isa Love more Noble, and of an higher 
Extra, than thoſe are acquainted with, who Conclude, 
That upon their doing This and That, (which they ſuppole 
every Man hath power to do ) they ſhall be ſaved : For, 
tuch kinde of love is Mercexaryz He will not ſtirr , Nor 
look towards the Vinyard , until he have agreed for his 
penny : (which yet, he is not Content with when he has 
It ) The Other goes inand falls to his Work 3 and leaves 
to his Maſter, to give him What is meet 3 which alſo he 
leaves to his Maſter's Judgment, and not his Own : and 


and 19? truly, he ſpeeds ne'r the worſe for his fo doing. ( But I 


would not be taken to intend a Contentation or Willing- 
neſs to be deftroyed : This, I hope, is cleared afore, under 
the firſt general Head.) 11s 

2 Do you Own God's Sovereign Commands without 
diſputing ? Abraham did thus, in the buſineſs of Iſaac; al- 


though he could not ſee how the Promife of God, and the 
killing of his Son, could ftand together : And ſo will A- 


braham's Children do. They know that their Lord is a 
Great King, hath abſolute Dominion, and giveth accompt 
of none of his Matters : What He is pleas'd to Command, 
their duty is to obey, without asking a Reaſon Why ? 
Or. how will theſe things Conſit? Such demands ( they 
know) become not the lips of thoſe who live upon Grace. 
| 3 Doth your love towards God, hold the ſame Courſe 
that His love hath done towards you? All that God hath 
done, or will do for His Choſcn, it is the Produd of E- 
lefting love : Docs all your Obedicnce Riſe from Love ? And 
does this love of yours grow out of His? Is His Electing 
love the Rot of it? Is all that you do towards God , in a 
way of Gratitxde ? and with Deligne to Glorifie His Grace ? 
And when the Lord ſeems to go trom you, Do ye folfow 
the harder after Him ? As He, for a long time, followed 
you , waiting That He might be Gracious unto you This 
is 


Of God's Sovereignty, 6c: 16} 
1s truly a God-like Love 3 The eminenacy whereof lies in 
this , That Hz loved us when enemies to Him 3 and loved 
us into a likeneſs to Himſelf : Anſwerable whereto, we | 
ſhall love Him, even whiles our fears may apprehend Him Job. 13. 15- 
to be our enemy : And through the power-of His Love 

: ſecretly working in our hearts, go on to love Hinz , until 

E the Glory of the Lord be Riſen upon us. You could not 

| thus love God, if He had not loved you firſt. 1 Foh,2. 19+ 

4 Do you Rejoyce in the thoughts of Eledting love, 

What it is, and hence it came ? What it hath detigned you 

for, and will bring you unto at laft ? Is it your delight to 

Converſe with the- Book of Lite? And do you Rcjoyce 

more That your Names are written in Heaven, than it Dz+ 

vils were Subject to you? When your fleſh and your heart 

fail you, do you look to Ele&ing Love as your Strength 

and Portion , and Count it a Goodly beritage Do you aim 

at That which Elecing Love hath defigned you for, and 

becaule ſo Deſigned 3 It by any Means you may attain to'it ? 

And are you better Satisfied to be at the Good Pleaſure of 

God, thanat your own ? And bleſs his Wiſdom and Grace, 

for undertaking the difpolure of. your :Eternal Intereſt? 

Such fruit could not be, but from ther Seed of God. 


Let me add a fem Tokens more of True lowe ,., according to 

the Carriage of it among Men. | 

1+ He that loves Another , will delight in his prefence, 
and ſeek Occafions of Converſing with him, 

' 2+ Bring abſent, he thinks much upon him , and gives 
welcome entertainment to'whatever may be a Remem- 
brance of him. IR 

3- He will ſeek the Well-pleafedneſs of him who is the 
obje& of his love. | 
z By preſenting things lovely to him. 
2 Byavoiding whatever may diſguſt him. 
| 3 By a wary preventing, :or ſpeedy removing, what 
might give the Other occaſion to be jealous of his 
love to him. | | 
.4+ He will Candidly Interpret whatever niight ſeem a 
declining 
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declining of the Others love to him 3 And not be ſatisfied 
until it berecover'd, or better underſtood, | 

IT. If you be of this happy Remnant of Ele&ion, Then 
look for ill uſage from the World ; Eſau ( you know ) ha- 
ted Facob becauſe of the blefſing.z and ſo will the world 
you, ſo ſoon as it comes to be'diſcern'd : Think it not 
ſtrange, but take itas an Appendix of Ele&tion 3 As a part 
of That you were Choſen untoz And as That by which 
( partly) you muſt be fitted for the main End. Your Lord 
Himſelf was made perte& through Suffterings : And Thoſe 
Foreknown were Predeftinated ro be Cnformed to their 
Head, in Suffering as well as Glory. | 

IT I. Having truſted Eledting love for Eternal Salvation, 
ſee you diltrult it not for things of leſſer Moment. When 
the Lord Ordaincd you to life, He Ordained alſo All choſe 
various occurrences, Windings, and Turnings you ſhould be 
exerciſed with in your way thither ; And ( 'tis ſure,) He 
does nothing in'vain. There is need of all ſorts of wea- 
ther for the Earth's good : All-Fair would deſtroy it. 

Know it therefore of a Truth, that all your Concerns were 
Fore-determin'd of God; and that fo well, as all your 
Prudence and love to your ſelves could not Mcnd it : Nor 
can all your Care and Solicitude alter any of them, either 
as to Matter or Form'; No, Not tochange the colour of an 

hair; Therefore, Take 10 thought + 4636 

But whence is it, That Believers, who have trufted God 

For their Souls, ſhould yet mzke ſo difficult of Truſting Him 

for their Outward Man ? And ſo.Comber themſelves with. 
unprofitable burden? 2 | 
Earthly things are nearer our Senſesz and thence we are 
more ſenſible of the Comfort of them, as alſo of their want. 

They alſo ſeem more within our line and Compaſs 3 and ſo 

we Reach more.carneſtly after them, and are anſwerably 

troubled; when we fall ſhoet : Whereas we ſhould carry it 
for Temporals, as we do ( or ſhould do, rather ) for our 

Souls, and Spiritual portion 3 That is, look to our preſenc 


Duty, Be diligent ia our place, and Content with ſuch things 
os as 
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ar we have, Bearing our ſelves as becomes the Children of xeb.13.4, 
ſuch a Father , ſo Rich, Wiſe, Bountiful; Tender and Faith- 
ful tous: Who always gives the beſt ſupply 3 and That in 
the beſt Proportion, Manner, and Titne. 

Have therefore your Faith exerciſed, As about the 
| Greateſt , ſo alſo about the Smalleſt and Commoneft Mat- 
3 ters ; Uſe Grace, and have Grace z, It is want of Uſe makes 
lame of your right hand z and Much »ſing tenders more 
uſeful. Faith is the head of your Spiritual Cnfes; And if 
That be Adive, the Reſt cannot be idle , Nor rhuch at a 
loſs. Faith alſo is a plain Dealer ; It repreſents things as 
they arez Shewsthemvin their truc DimenbGons, with their 
uſe and end. See therefore, that you never hold a Conful- 
tation, unleſs Faith be preſent , yea and Preſidext too 3 Ec 
All will be in diforder at once : One AQ of Faith ſhall 
ſooner Remove the Mountaw, than all the” Cattle on a 
Thouſand hills. | 

Laſtly , You that have cloſed with this Truth, and ha- 
ving made diligent ſearch , do-finde in your ſetves thoſe 
Marky of God's Ele; fit down and take the Comfort-of 
it; Let this Joy of the Loyd be your firengehz Eat your 
bread, and drink your wine (or Water either) with'a Merty 
heart, ſince God hath accepted you. If David's heart was 
ſo taken with that love which chofe him to be King afore 
the houſe of Sax!3 how ſhould our Souls be rapt into the 
third Heaven , That He (poor unworthy wretched We) 
ſhould be. taken into'that pecutiar fivonr iti which'the gere- 
ralizy of Mews have nothing: to do! How ſhould it afftt 
our hearts! © |} TREES me 

Art thou of thoſe who are Wife or Noble according to 
the fleſh? Be filled with an holy Amazement and exultati- 
on, (Rejoyce with trembling) That the Great GOD (to 
whom thou waſt no more than others thy Conſorts that 
arc Icftz and who commonly Choaſes the baſe and fooliſh, 
thereby to'Magnific His Grace) ſhould thus gs out of His 
way tocallin thee, And hath alſo made His Call effetiual 
to thee z even then when thou waſt inviron'd with a 
world of temptations to obſirud it. 
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And if thou be a Man of low degree , (poor, weak, foo- 


liſh, of no account among Men , cven as one that zs Not ) 


and hath the Lord regarded thee in thy low eſtate , and 
Magnihed thee , by (cfting His love upon thee ? Hath He 
taken thee from the dunghill, to fet thee among Princes 3 
even the Princes of the World to-come ? This is that Ex- 
altation which the poor ſhould always Rejoyce in, according 
to Fames 1. 9. 

Were you the head inſtead of being the zailz Were the 
Necks of your enemies wnder your feet ? yea, were the De- 
tis themſelves made ſubject to you 5 It could not attord you 
the thouſandth part of that Cauſe of Rejoycing, as that 
your . Names are written in Heaven. 

Are other men proſperous in the world, and free from 
trouble , whiles you are reduc'd to a low eſtate, and cha- 
ſtened every Morning ? Have, perhaps, but an handful of 
Meal, and a Jitzle eyl in a Cruze, &c. yet think not your 
Portion Meas or hardly dealt out : your good things are 
to come; They are growing in the other World ; And at 
the time of harveſt, the Lord will ſend his Angels for 
you : yea, your Lord Himſelf will come and fetch you thi- 
ther : -And you ſhall be for ever with Him ;. In whoſe pre- 
ſence 1s fielneſs of joy , and at whole Right hand are Ri- 
vers of pleaſures for evermor? : And then you will Sing, 
[The lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places ] At leaſt, 
ſay ſo Now. As Abraham dcalt by his Concubines chil- 


dren , ſo doth God by the Iſhmaets of the world ; He - 


gives them portions, and ſends them away 3. But the Inhe- 
ritance He reſerves tor His Iſaacs, To them He gives all 
that He hath 3. yea, even Himſelf : And what can we have 
more! 


(| 
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REDEMPTION. 


1: this Point we are equally concern'd with that of 


Elefion, as the Great Comprehenſive Means of bring- 
ing-about the Greateſt Exd, viz. the Glory oft God 
in the Salvation of His Choſen. 

That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath a B»dy or Chxrch , to 
whom He is Head and Saviour 5 is not ſuppoſed a Qucſti- 
on. But, 1/ho they are that do make-up this Body 3 Whe- 
ther the hole of Mankind univerſally, Or Some particulay 
Perſons : Whether He had in His death the fame reſpe& to 
All as to Some ; And whether Any of thoſe he dicd tor, 
may miſs of the benefits accruing by His death 3 are que- 
tions of great Import , and worthy a ſcrious dcliberati- 
on : To Reſvlve which , is the ſcope of the preſent Dif- 
courſe; The Subſtance whercof is in three Potitions. 


1. That the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Ele 
Perſonse 

IT. That for Theſe it was that He laid down His life. 

IIh. That the intent of His death cannot be fruſtrate. 


For the [I] of Theſe. 


By this | Body or Church] of Chriſt , I underſtand the 
D:ſigncd Subjects of his Spiritual Kingdom, or Members 
of His Myſtical Body, to whom He was appointed by the 
Father to be Head and- Saviour 3 and They to ftand rela- 
ted to Him as their Prophet, Prieſt, and King: Which 
threetold office He bears peculi-rly towards the Ele&, The 
Church of the Firſt-born, and heirs of the World to come. 
And of Theſe doth His Body conſiſt $ 3. e. It is made-up of 
Theſe excluſive to Others 3 Their number is certain and in- 
tire, and cannot be broken, cither by Addition or Dimi- 
nution. Of this, the Tabernacle was a figure, 1+ In re- 
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ſpc& of its Symmetry or Proportion of parts; which in- 
duced a ſingular beauty upon it z Towards which, Nothing 
conld be added, nor any thing abated. 3- In that all the 
parts and Dimenſions thereof were predetermined of God 
and not left, in the leaſt, to humane Arbitrement or Con- 
tingency : And theſe are expreſly faid to be Patterns of 
things in the Heavens 1, that is, Ot the Heavenly Temple, 
or Church of the Ficſt-born which are written There. 


This Conc 'ufion is drawn: from ſueh premiſes as theſe z 


TI. In that our Lord and Saviour ſo manifeſtly ſhews 
Himſelf concern'd for the Ele, as having ſome peculiar 
Intereſt and Propriety in them, and charge of them. With 
Theſe his delights were from Everlaſting 3 Prov. 8. And as 
{oon as they were a&ually in being, He began His aGual 
Converſcs with them : and therein did even confine Him- 
ſelf to the EleF Seed. With what unbelievable Patience 
and Goodneſs did He ſuperintend the Church or El:& 
Nation, fourty years together in the Wilderneſs! bear- 
mg themas on Eagles wings, and tendring them as the Ap- 
ple of His cye 1 And when he dwelt upon Earth, He went 
not beyond the bounds of the Holy Land 3; where alſo all 
His delight was 'among the Saints. Theſe He made his 
Conſorts, and Men of His Councel, And when ye find 
Him with others, it was for the Ele&'s ſake that were a- 
mong them, How frequently , and with what well-plea- 
ſedne(s doth He ſpeak of Theſe! Profeſſing His love to 
them, and that according to the higheſt' patern » Fobx 
15. 9. As the Father bath loved Me, ſo have T loved you. 
And how great things He would do tox them 3 Not to the 
Halfing of His Kingdom , but the laying down of His lite 
for them 3 Gathering them in, Raifing them up, and gis 
ving them to ſit with Him in His Throne. But, for the 
World, He takes litle notice of them, except with a 
kind of contempt and comination 3 Let them alone : Shake 
off the duſt off your feet ; Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs: &c. Yea, though they ſeek Him, they ſhall not find 
Hum: But for His Elc&, He is found gf them, even when 

| they 


Of GooPs Sovereignty, &c2 109 
they think not of Him : The Inſtances of Matthew , the 
Woman of Samaria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren , His Peopleat 
Ccrinth,-- are Records of jt. And all this , becauſe Theſe 
are His Portion, and the lot of His Inheritancez Demt- 3 2. 
0, 1c. As Chriſt our Head 1s not of this World 3 fo net- 
ther is his Kingdom, nor the SubjeQts of it. 

It is true, The Father hath given Chriſt to be Head 
over All: But, His Headfhip over Men in general, and His 
Headſhip over the Church , have a far different reſpe& 
and conſideration : He is God of the whole Earth, but Fe- 
fournn's God ina way peculiar to His Choſen : Dent.3 326. 
Iſa. 44+ 2+ An Headſhip of Dominion He hath over Re- 
bels And ſervice He hath from them, ( though they 
think not fo, nor intend any thing lels: ) Nebuchadnez- wal 
Zar was His hired Days-man againſt Tyre, and Cyrus a- _ pA 
eainſt Babyl-13 whoſe right hand He held, though they 7445+ 
knew Him not : So, Moab was bis Waſhpot : But , for the F/-508. 
Elef, they are His xatzral Subjedts; (though xt naturally 
ſo: ) They are His by another izle, and to another Exd : 
and ſo intimate 1s the Relation between Him and Them, 
that they are faid to be Of His fleſh, and of His bomes : Eph. $5.30, 
They both have one Soul and Spirit; He and They make 
one perfect Man. 

That the whole World is put in ſubjec&ion to Chrift, is 
for the Eled's ſake 3 the power He hath over others, is in 
order to their Salvation z He is Head over all things to the 
[Church] that is, To Subject, Diſpoſe , and Order all for 
the Church's good 3 As in the ſeventeenth of Fahy , He 1s 
faidato have poxwer over all fleſh, that He might give eternal 
life (not to all He hath power over, but) to as many as the 
Father had given Him: Which [ Giving) imports [ Ele&im}Þ 
as going aforc it : And therefore He ſays in v. 6. 1 have ma- 
nifeſted thy name 20 the Mex which Thor gaveft me out of the 
World : Thine they were, (that is, by Ele&tion) and Thou ga- 
veſt them Me; It may be ſajd of them, as in Heb. 10.5. A 
Body haſt tho prepared Me , which, though chiefly intend- 
ed there of His humane Natute , as true it is of His Body 
Myfiixal 3 Al} the Members of which were written in God's Pſ159.16, 
P 3 book, 


ch. 4.13« 


Eph. Io22, 
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botk (of Election) when as yet there was none of them. He 
therctore prays for Theſe as a party diſtin from the World, 
and Given to him for an higher Exd as appears by com- 
paring the 2, 6, 9, 21, 24, 26, verſes of that 19 Fobn- 

II. We find, That | Church] and [Eleq] arc but two (c- 
veral Titles of the {ame perſons, in a ſeveral reſpect : 
[ El:&] as Choſen of God to Salvation 3 and fo, they are 
called The Church of [God,] and ſaid to be Sandtified by God 
the Father, Jude v.1. And the Church of [Chriſt }as given or 
committed to Himby the Father in order to that Salvation, 
Foba 19.6. 1t was this Church to whom the Apoſtles in- 
{cribed their Epiſtles , where we find them ſonietimes inti- 
tled | Beloved of God] Rom. 1. 7. Sometimes, The Church 
of God , and SanGified in Chriſt; 1 Cor. 1+ 2+ At other 
times, Saints and Faithful Brethren in Chriſt > Col. 1+ 2. 
Then, Churches of the $aints, 1 Cor. 14+ 33+ And Church 
of the Firſt-borx , Heb. 12+ 23. And ſometime, expreily 
[Elect] i Pet. 1. 2. By all which is ſignified , That the 
Church of Chriſt conſiſts of Ele& perſons: That theſe vari- 
ous Appellations, are but ſo many terms indifterently uſed 
about the ſame Suvje& ; and All as Notes of diltintion 
from the World. | | 

When Chriſt ſhall appear in His Glory, then ſhall His 
Members be gathered to Him 3 Zach. 14+ 5+ The Lord my 
God ſhabl c:me, and | all the Saints] with thee. And Paul 
(diſcourting the ſame thiog,) ſays , They that are Chriſt s at 
His coming, 1 Cor. 15, 23. which ſhews , That they are 
Chriſt's ſoas Others are not. And that it is meant of Ele& 
perſons, appears by our Saviour's own words, when 
{peaking ot that His Coming, and of the ſame Perſons 
who are ſaid tobe His, and to come with Him, He gives 
them expreſly That Denomination , He ſhall ſend forth His 
Angels, and they ſhall gather togetber His | Ele | Mats 24. 
32» Dat, as for the Reſt of the Dead , they lived not again 
till 2 Thouſand years after, Rev. 20. 5» Therefore , theſe 
| Rt] were no part of This Body. It may alſo be noted, 
That thoſe who did not Riſe with the Saints, are ſpecifi 
cd here by the ſame Word or Note of diſtinQion, as 4g 

| Wh 
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Nut-Eleded are in Rome 11. The Eleftion thath- cbtained, 
and the | Reſt | were blinded; v. 7. And that Thoſe who 
had part in the firſt Reſurrc@ion , are the ſame perſons that 
are written in the Lamb's book of life, 15 evident , by com- 
paring Rev. 20. 4. with chap. 1 3+3. 

HI. It was of Neceflity, that the Body or Church of 
Chrift ſhould be compoſcd of the Elce Seed 3 

1+ Becauſe none elſe were fit to be of this Body, but 
ſuch as ſhould be /ike the Head of it. Carnal Mcmbers 
would be as uncomely to a Spiritual Hcad , as one of the 
Brutes to be Adam's companion. The King's Daughter- 
clc& (to make her aſujtable match for his Son ) nuuſt be 
all-gl rious within ; Not only of the ſame outward metal, 
(tor ſo werc thoſe other Creatures with Adam) but made 
in the ſame Mould, and inducd with the ſame Spirit and 
Underſtanding :; There muſt be a congruity in all the parts 
throughout ; They mult be copies of Him 3. cach one re- 


ſcmbling the Children of a King : If the Head be Heaven- 4 udg.3,18. 


ly, fomuſt the Members : They cannot walk together , if 
not thus agreed. 

2+ This likeneſs to Chriſt is proper to the Ele& : It's a 
Royal. priviledge intailed upon theni , and cannot deſcend 
or Revert to any. out of that line. That this likeneſs to 
Chriſt is xequiſite to all His Members , and alſo peculiar 
toElec Perſons , areboth atteſted in Rom. $. 29. 1Yhowe 
He aid forekncw, He alſo did Predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the Image of Hi Son that He might be the Firft-born among 
meny Brethren : Which implies, that the Fore-known (or 
Elect ), only are predeſtinate thereto 3 and, that were it. 
not for Predeſtination , the Firſt-bory ſhould have but a 
thin Aſſembly to Preſide among: ( indeed, nothing but 
blanks for His greac adventure and long expeRation.) In. 
Eph. 1+ 3, 4,5 + he further appropriates thoſe Spiritual bleſ- 
{ings (by which Men are conformed toChrift)to the ſame: 


perſons 3 Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus: 


Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in hea- 
venly things in Chrift ; [| According as He hath Choſen} us in 
Him. ; -- Having Predeſtinated. us to the Adoption of : hil- 

ren, 
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dren, &c, By theſe two Scriptures it appears, that God's 
Children and Chriſt's Brethren are the fame perſons; and 
that they were made fo by Election. But, are Chriſt's Bre.. 
threa and His Chxrch the fame Perſons? Take your foluti. 
on from Hebr.2+12. I will declare thy Name unto my | Bre- 
thren] In the midijt of the [| Church] will T ſing praiſe wnto 


Thees 


3- This likeneſs to Chriſt is not attainable by axy with- 
out firſt being in Him as their Head 3 For which cauſe the 
Ele& were Choſen 3» Him. It is out of Chriſt's fuJneſs 
that all Grace is received : and in order to that Reception, 
there muſt be V1i2n. The branch cannot bear frujt of it 
ſelf, (nor indeed be a branch) unleſs it grow out of the 
Vine. For which caule and end, the deſigned Members of 
His Body were ſeperated from their wild. Olive root , and 
put into Chriſt by Ele&tion: And hereby they are made 
partakers of the fatneſs of that Heavenly Root 3, ( ;.e. of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, which is called the Anointing , in 
1 Fob. 2. 27.) In this reſpect the Firſt and Second Adams 
are ſet-forth as paralels touching headſhip to their reſpe- 
Give Bodies. As from 4dam their natural Head, all Man- 
kind have derived: their natural being 3 So from Chriſt 
their Spiritual Head, do all the Elect Seed reccive their 
Spiritual being and Nature. On which account he is tiled 
The everlaſting. Father , and They His Children 3 16a. g. 6, 
Heb. 2. 13. They were all in Chriſt from Eternity, in as 
juſt (but ſpiritual) a Reality , as Mankind in Adam, or 

Levi in Abraham's loyns when Melchiſedes met him. Eve's 
produdcion (as.to the marmer of it) was: paternal of this : 
She was made of Adam's ſubſtance, but ſhe came nor out 
of his loyns, but out of his Side : So is the New Creature 
extracted_out of Chriſt's.z. They are boxe of His-bones, and 
fleſh of bis fleſh z ( ſpiritually underſtood. } And none can 
thus proceed from Him , but ſuch. as were in Him Deere- 
tively by Election ; Menarec bleſſed with theſe ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings,. as being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe ; Eph. x. 4. 
Tit. 3» 92 Go 
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[nferences. 

I]. We gathcr hence the honcurable and aſe eſtate of Infer. T. 
the Church , which hath the Son of God tobz Hzad and 
Saviour of it! R 

II, Let no Man pretcnd to this honourable Relation, Tyfer., 2, 
without ſomething to ſhew for it z by which he may a- 
vouch his Memberſhip to Chritt. The currenteſt mark and 
cvidence whereot , will be your conformity, not to Men or 
Seltz but to Chriſt Jeſus your Head : It is th2t mult deno- 
minate you Chriſtians indeed. Ac latter day Chriſt will know 
None, but who have made their Robes white in the blood of 
the Lamb. All Hang-by's and Ivy-claſpers will then be 
ſhook off, and no One retain'd but ſuch as have His ſub- 
ſtance in them, Many ſhall come and plead their works, 

What they have been, and what they have done, and their 

old hypocrifie will be ſo Immovable and Impudent , that 

they'l even expoſtulate the matter with Him z Have uot we Mat. 7. 22» 
Prophecied i thy Name ? and in thy Name caſt out Devils? 

and done many wonderful works ? &c. Ot whom our Lord 

will profeſs, That He knows them x:t 3 No, or Never knew ver. 23 
them : He knows His own by their likeneſs to Him ; He 

knows, and cannot but know, the Members of His Body 3 

My ſheep I know, but who are ye? will He then fay to all 

that arc but pr:feſing Members of Him ; Which will be, 

indeed, a Doletul concluſion of their groundleſs ( though 
ſpecious) Confidence ! Look to it theretore in time. 

III. Let thoſe who are really of this Body , bzar them- Infer, 3+ 
ſelves worthily, both towards their Head and Fc!low- | 
Members: And let That be your badge of diſtin&ion trom 
Chriſtians meerly Nominal. 

1» Own the Swpremacy of your Head , by giving Him 
the Prcheminence in all thiags : Call no Man on Earth 
Maſter, (i.e. In point of Faith : ) Give unto Ceſar all 
that belongs to him ; yet ſo, as fiill to have reſpe& unto 
Chriſt as the Supreme Law giver. 

2. Submit to His Government 3 Steer your courſe by 
lis Councc:ls, and follow His Conduc : Go after Him 


Q_ where 
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wher2ver Hz ſhall lead you : Let all your ſenſcs have their 
Seat in your Head : Letcvery thing be underſtood by you, 
according to His ſenſe and interpretation of it. 

2+ Expole your ſelf for Him Stand between Him and 
Wrongs 3 Preſerve His honour and Intercſt with the ut- 
moſt hazard of your ſelf : Let life and death be as things 
indifferent to you, loas Chrift may be: Magnificd in you 3 
Phil. 1. 20. | | 

4+ Look to this your Had for ſupply of all Grace : 
From His fulneſs it is to be had, and No-where elſe. There- 
fore, Hold to your Head , left Notions beguile you of yeur 
Reward , Cl. 2. v.18,19. Be lure, withall, that you keep 
to your Place and Daty, leſt you miſs of the Nouriſhment 
that belongs to you: A Mcmber out of its place, is (for 
the time) as a Mcembcr cut off. 

5- Adorn your Head by a conſtant Reaching at perfect 
Conformity to Him ; Shew forth His virtues 3 Bc holy as 
He was 3 Let all your fruits be ſuch as are mcet for (ach a 
Root. God the Father is the Head of. Chriſt 3; and ye know, 
that He bore the expreſs Image of His Perſon, in all that 
He did : He could do Nothing but what He ſaw the Fa- 
ther do: So do you by your Head Chriſt; Make Him your 
Example : And in ordcr thereto, live upon Him as your 
immcdiate Root and give Him the honour of his own 
productions. 

Then Carry it towards your Brethren as Members cf 
the ſame Body. 

5. Uſurp not upon them, as if more than a fellow- 
member with thew. Judge not the Strong, Nor deſpiſe the 
Weak : Who made thee a Judge ? Therc's nen2 but hach 
necd of iorbearance from othcrs 3 and the leſs you ſe 
your necd, the more need you have of it. 

2. Intrude not into Anothers place and office : Each 
Memb:r hath its own, to which it is fiited : This it beſt 
b:comes,, and here it will be moſt uſctul z Elſewhcre jt 
would be both uſele(s, and a deformity 3 as a finger, or 0- 
ther Member, if tranſpoſed and out of its own joynt. 

3+ Shew your Co-memberſhip by your loye and tender 
regard 


Of God's Sovereignty, &*e, 
regard towards others : Have compaſſion on the Igaorant, 


Tis 


and thoſe out of the way ( as your Head towards you.) If H*b-5-24 


One be weak or Wounded , let him that is Strong and 
whole, ſupport and bind it up: If one fot tumble, let 


the other ſtep in for its help : Conſfeder thy ſelf, leſt thou al- G41, 6.x, 


ſo be tempted. Memvers of the fame. Natural body , necd 
no Arguments to perſwade to this duty 3 they do it by Ine 
ſftin&: And the want of Compatlionatencts in us towards 
others, (though it ſhall not dry up, yet) may much reſtrain, 
at lcaft in our apprehention, the Springs of Chriſt's pity to- 
wards our S:lvcs, 

4+ Let the good of the whole have the preference 
before a particular part 3 And let Thar of a lower uſe 
deny it {:If for the fatety and afliftance of That which 
is more Noble : This (ina degree) is to lay down vur lite 
for the Brethren. He that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of Men z and agood cvi- 
dence it js of your Memberſhip to Chrit. 


IV. Let every One that is of this Body , be well apaid Tafer,q, 


with his Lot; Be glad and Rejoyce for ever in this your 


Portion. This is the Exaltation the brother of low degree Fames 1. 9. 


ſhould value himſelf by. Whatever your Rank or conditi- 
on may be in the World , Reft- contented with your place, 
and be thankful for-it : Deſire not ( your {-If ) to change 
itz Bat ſtrive to fill it up, and bz as uſcfulin it as you can» 
Lookalſo for Troubles, and think them not ſtrange : The 


Captain of your Salvation was made perfe& through ſuf- Xeb 3,10. 


ferings z and the ſcrvant may not look to fare better than 
his Lord. 


V. 1f Jeſus Chriſt be your Head, Be confident then of Infer. 5, 


all Love, Councel, Care, and Prote&ion from Him : Union 
with Himintitles to All He hath. It is Natural to the bead, 
to love, and to Cheriſh the Body, and every Member of it : 
To Contrive and Caſi-about for its wceltare and ſafety : As 
a Man cheriſheth his own fleſh, ſo doth Chrift His Church, 
Eph. 5. 29, What though thou be, in thy ſelf, an uncome- 
ly Member? He will pat the more Comelineſs upon thee 3 
He will cloath thee, and Feed thee, and Phyſick thee : 
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He will give Grace and Glory, and No good thing will He 
with-hold from thce ; For, He bcing the Firſt born, Prince 
and Head of the family, all the younger Brethen are to be 
Maintained upon His Inheritance . ; 
VI. Reſt allv aſſured of fate Condu@ to the Promiſed 
land, Adverſaries and difficulties you will certainly meet 
with: Remaining Corruptions ( like the mix*'d multitude 
will be tumultuating and tempting withia > The Amale- 
kites and Pcople of His wr.th will itand in your way with- 
out, Orbe falling on your Rear, to Cut-ott the weak and 
feeble; And the Serpent will yet be Nibling and bruifingyour 
heel : But higher than that he cannot touch; your heart and 
your head are out of his Reach,and therefore you are fatc;yea 
this Serpent himſelf ſhall be bruiſed #nder your feet ſhortly- 
Come ( will your Captain fay to you _) Come, ſet your feet 
oa the Neck of this King of pride, and do by him as he 
hath done by others, and would have done alſo by you : 
Give him double according to his works. This is the time 
when ye ſhall Jadge Angelsz And all under the CondudÞ of 
this your Head and Captain z Who will Now preſent you 
to His Father even before the preſenc2 of His Glory, with ex- 


ceeding Toy ! 
g Joy [11] 


. That Chriſt gave Himſelf a Ranſom for theEle&: Or. The Re- 
demption wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, was peculiarly deſigned for 
Elef Perſons, 


The Moſt High, who divided to the Nations their Inheri- 
tance, He gave the Eled to Chriſt, as His portion: And though 


i Satan (through their il] husbandry in 44m: ) hath got a 
' ternporary Mortgage upon them 3 yet the Fee-fimple, or 


Right of Inheritance, remains in Chriſt : and th. refore. at the 
year of Jubilee (that is, in the time appointed by the Father) 
they return to Him as the Right heir, though not without 
both Conqueſt and full Price. 

By [ Chriſt's giving Himſelf a Ranſom) 1 underſtand the 


whole of His humiliation 3 What ever He Did or Suffered, 
as 
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as M dizt'r, from His Incarnation tc His Reſurrection : 

All which are Sermarily exprels'd by | ihe bloud of his Eph 1.7. 
cryſ73] as all the preci v. fruits 0 His cieath, arc by | Forgivc= coll. 1.11, 
neſs of Sin This was the pric' where with He bought them 

that ſhould be Saved, Þþ 1G is the Originil Patern 3 
according to which, the line and compals of Kedcmptzn is 

* tobe meaſurcd : The $ 1 can do nothing, but what He jccs the 

F: Fathir do, Joh. 5. 19. 

To make Kedemjtion larger thin Ele&3nz love, is to Over- | 
Jay the Fourdation 3 and what 1s fo built, will ſurcly {utter | 
lots : Ic therefore bokeves us to fee, That we fſcpcrate not 
what God hath conjoyn'd, cither by ſtretching or ſtreight- 
Ring th Buunds He hath ſet. . The Jews-were opinion d, 
The thePromite of the Meſiab belungd only to Them, cx- 
clulive to the Genriics; Othcrs lince, would cxtend it to all 
the Sons of Mcn #niverſally and alike 3 ( Not conſidering 
the Reaſon why the Promite was made to the Woman's feed, 
ayd not to Adam's. ) But the Meſiah Himſelf, who beſt 
| knew thc Exd of His Coming, and Line of the Premiſe 3 
q excmptcth uonez but extends it to all Nations indifferent- 

E ly : Yet ſo, as that He Refſtrains it to the Ele among them. ,., 
Thcſe are called His Seed, and the Travel of His Soul z with 
rcipe to whon:, He ſhould make His Soul an Offering fur 
Sin. Thelc alſo He terns His Sheep, and Himlelt the 
Good Shepheard, ( as w&)] He might ) Whoſe own the Sheep 
arc, and tor whom He dy'd ; Joh. 1c. 15, T ly down my 
life f.s the Shcep. Andthat He might not be taken to in 
tend Thuſe 9::y of the Jewith Nation, H- prefently adds 
And other Sh.ep 1 have, which are nut of 1his Fold, them alſo 
muſt 1 bring: And the Evangeliſt {ayes, in Chap- 11. That 
He ſhould at die for that Nation o11y, but for the Children of 
God which are ſcattered abroad; This he expreſles by j Gathe- 
ring together |whici was thc fe ot His death,according to 
Epbeſ. 2. 13+ Where they arc faid to be made nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt 3 and that He Keeonciled both ( i e» Jews and 
Gentiles, or Thc Kle& icattered aniong both ) unto God, in 
one bady by the Croſs 3 according to the Father's Compa&t 
made with Him, and Recorded 1n 1/a- 49.6. It alſo ap- 
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pears by ſz. 53. that they were [ Sheep ] whoſe iniquities 
were laid upon Chriſt, ver. 6. And again ver. 8, For tbe 
tranſgreſſion of [ my People ] was He ſtricken : ( Where note, 
That we do not fnd any party of Men termed Sheep, the 
People of God, and His Children, in diſtinqion from Others z 
but wich reſpec to ſome peculiar Tatereſt He hath in them 
above others : And what that Intercft may be, excepting 
Elc&ion, doth not appear to usz For thoſe other Sheep were 
not yet Called, and therefore not yet Believers, and Sheep 

onthat accompt ; but as they were of Gods Elec. 

For though 41! Mex were loſt, Chriſt was not ſent but to 
the loſt Sheep of the | Houſe of Iſracl | that is, Thoſe Per- 
ſons of the loſt and p:riſhing world, whom God had cho- 
{cn for His Peculiars, as He did the Houſe of Iſrael from 
among the Nations; and who in that reſpc&, were a ſpe- 
cial type of the Spiritzal Ele&ion. And on this account, 
the Promiſes of the New Covenant were made to the Church 

_ under ſuch Names and Titles as were proper to that People 
as diliinguiſhed from other Nations. 

In 17. 62. We find | Holy ] and { Redeemed} applied 
to the ſame perſons : Whether it be meant of Eleftive Holi- 
nefs or Aral, it comes to One ; For, both of them, toge- 
ther with Redemption, do refer to the {ame Subject : For, as 
Afzal San&tification is the Fruit and Conſequent of Redemp- 
ti9n ; (o, Ele&ion is the Rout of them both as ye have it in 
1 Pete 1+ 2. Ele unto obedience. and ſprinkling of the blood 
j4 Teſus Chriſt, To be Holy, 1s tobe ſacred, ſelefted, and 

He'.g.19 -23, 1® Part foy holy uſes, by appointment of God ; And they 
A * were Adua:ly ſanfitied by the ſprinkling of blood :In both 
which reſpc&s, the People of Iſrael, the Tabernacle, Tem- 

plc, Prieſts, Altars, &c. are all ſaid to be Holy. 

In Luke 1. 72. God's ſending of Chriſt 1s ſaid to be, Is 

Gen,ZI5 performance of His Holy Covenant 3 which was firſt pro- 
clam in Paradiſe, as made with the Womans Secd 3 and at- 
Gen.12-3, terwards renewed with Abrabam 3 and is therefore term'd, 
The Mer:y promiſed to Abraham and to His Seee': And who 
are Abraham's Sced ? Not the World, but Believers z that 15, 
The Elc& : For, Theſe onely obtain Faith, Roms 1 1. 7- And 
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Gal. 3+ 29. Saith plainly, If ye be ChritPs, then are ye Abra- 
ham's Seed : and Kom. 9. &. | 

In Tit. 2. wercad, That it was a Pcenliar People, that 
Chriſt gave Himſclt for and purchaſed; ic. A People pecu- 
liarly His Own: !tdenot.s fomc ſpecial propriety He hath 
in Them above Others: and fo, 2 ſpccial Cauſe tor His giv- 
ing Himſelt for them. Wealſo had, That [ Peculiar and Pur- 
chaſed ] are ſo nearly allicd, that oye word 1s uled'to {igni- 
fic both 3 1 Pet. 7. 9. 

According with this, is that in the 1 Per. 1 20, where 
Chriſt is ſaid to be Manifeited for thoſe He writes that Epi- 
{tle to : That they were perſons Elefed, is evident by the 
1+en12.v:r. And Ele unto the ſprinkling of His blood : 
And as they were Elected to it, ſoin the 17. Fobz, He pro- 
teſſes to make it good, For ther ſakes ( layes Chriſt ) I 7 
ſanttifie my ſelf, and twice in the go. Foby, That, He laid ,or.ri ng 
aown His life for the Sheep > Which is pertecaly exclutive of 
others, as where He faith, My Righteouſneſs extendeth unto 
the Saints and bet'atbelieveth ſhall be Saved; that is, Such, 
and None elſe, 
| Ic alſo appears from As 2c.28. That it was the | Church] 

of God, that He purchaſed with His oxon blood. Now, the 
Church and the IF rld, are plainly diſtin, as a Garden in- 
cloſed is trom the Common Fields. That the Church con- 
fiſts of Ele perſons, is proved afore 3 and that it was the 
Church He dyed for, is proved by this Scripture z As alſo, 
from Eph; 5.25, Where Hiusbands arc rcquircd to love 
their Wives, as Chrijt Ived the Church, and | gave Himſelf 
for it: ] which ſhews, Thar as the Husbaud's love to his 
Waite, is aother kind of love, than what he bears to othcrs 
of the ſame Sex; So is Chriſt's love to His Chuzch 5 and 
therefore, His death, which was the fpccial eff of that 
His love, is p-culiar to the Church only. 

In-Revel. 5. we Read that the Elders fing a New Song 
to the Lamb, becauſe He Redeemed them to God by Hir blocd, 
vere 9, Among other Reaſons tor that Stile of Elders , 
this may be one, That they were Choſen foom the dayes of 
cd; ( For, their Names where written is His book of life from 


the 
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t'e foundation of the World, Rev. 17. 9, ) They are alſo 
faid to be Redeemed {[ out of | every Kind rcd, and tongue, 
and Pcople and Nation; which Rationally implies, That 
the Blk of thoſe Pzople and Nations were not Redeemed 
with them. And again in the 1 . C5. A certain Number are 
{aid to be Redeemed | from the Earth land | from among 
Men :] If $»mefrom among Others,lt tvllows of courſe, Thar 
thoſe Others were exempted. ( Here note by the way, Taat 
theſe Elders were now in Heavcn,above the Clouds of mil- 
conception and prejudic'd Opinion 3 and therefore, no Rea- 
ſon to nu{doubt their teſtimony.) And tarther, Theſe Re- 
deemed Ones ar- th.re alto ſtiled, The Fir Fruits unto God 
#nd to the Lamb, whichappellation infinuates, That they 
were ſeperated from the Reſt, as the Firlt Fruits under the 
Law wcre, by God Himſclt, Who took them tor His Own 
portion, Numb. :.1 3+ and Chap. 6.16 Thy are likewiſe 
faid, To have the Father's name written in their Foreheads, 
Rev. 1. 1. ( Elc&ion marked them out for Chriſt ) And to 
be written in the Lamb's Book of life 3 and that as a Lamb 
ſlain, Reve 13.8. Andon that account ayes to His Father ; 
Thine they were, and Thou gaveſt them Me, Joh. 17.5. Where 
alſo in His praycr for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice He was nw to 
offer, He fiiles them, The Men which the Father bad given 
Haim [_ out of the IYVorld And in ver, 10, All Mine are Thinc, 
and Tine are Mine : i.e. All that were Chriſt's in order to 
Redemption, were firſt the Father's by Ele@&z2n : It is as it He 
had iaid, All that I undertake for , are Thinc El.& : And 
All Tiine Elc& I undertake for ; He therefore reciprocates 
the terms of Relation, Turns them toand again , Toſh2w 
the S.wmeneſs of th: Perſons concerned in both From all 
which 1t {cems undeniably evident, That 3s a certain Num- 
ber were Elected fo a Certain Number, and Thole the very 
{fame Vo ſors, weie Redooimed. 


The Cr.und and Truth of this Aſſertion, is further confirmd 
by ſuch Arguments as theſe : 
I. The Levitical Sacritices were offercd tor the Houſe 


of Iſrael, exemptive of other Nations 3 (Save only fuch as 
became 
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became Proſelytes :) And Thele being a Type of the Spis 
ritual Eleftion,It followes That this Sacrifice of Chriſt (typi- 
fied by Theirs) was alſo Peculiar to Fews in Spirit 4 or 
Spiritual Jews. So, Aarons' 8 making atonement for his 
pony vg wk and bearing the names of the twelve Tribes 
on his breaſt-plate, were typical of our Great High Prieſt's 
bearing the Names and ſuſtaining the perſons ot thoſe for 
whom He offered Himſelf on the Croſs. Ot all thoſe legal 
ſhadows, Chriſt and the Church of the firſt-born, are the 
Body and Subſtance. 

LI. The Kight of Redemption among the Jews (which ſha- Arg. 2. 
dowed this)was founded on Brotherhood : Hence I inter, | 
That that Relation ( ſpiritually taken) was both the Ground 
and Limit of Chriſt's office asa Redeemer. The Apoflle's 
diſcourſe in Heb. 2. ſeems to point at this z where he ſayes 
| They were Brethren, Children, and Sous, whom Chriſt ſhould 
deliver from bondage > Make Reconciliation for their Sins, and 
bring to Glory, But, how came they to be God's Children 
aud Brethren to Chriſt, above others? It was by Predeſtinations 
and That was it entituled them to Redemption 3 as is evi- 
dent by comparing the 5 and 7 verſes of Epb. 1. Having 
predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt 3 
In whom we have | Redemption \ through His blood And 
'tis worthy your notice , That by the Jaw of Redemption, 

a ſtrauger ( that is, One that was not of the Brotherhood ) 

might not be Redeemed 3 But One that was, though he were x24;.25 456. 
not Redeemed, mult yet go free in the year of Jubile : which 48. with 41.6 
ſhews the peculiar reſpet the Lord has] tor his peculiar People. 54 

ITI. The Saving benefits -f Redemption do not redownd to Arg. 3. 
any but Ele perſons. What ever is one-where aſcribed to Re- 
demption, as : he ſpecial fruit and conſequent thereof 3 iselle- 
where aſcribcd to Elezox,and to Tbis as the firſt nd Origi- 
nal Root: And,that Redemption it ſelt is the Fruit of EleQting 
love, is evident by the 1 Pet. 12. (quoted afore) Ele unte 
Obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, They 
are alſo ſaid, to be Bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Cbriſt, according as He had Ch)ſen them in Him : And 051-34. 
if all ſpiritugl blethongs be diſpenſed by the Law of 
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EleQion then all the ſaving benefits of Redemption (which 
are the fame with thoſe of Election) muſt be diſpenſed by 
the ſame Rule; and fo, to the ſame perſons onely. We 
alſo find, That Chriſt's a&ual diſtribution of the Gifts 
He received for Men, is guided anſwerably : He manifeſts 
the Father's name to the Meu He had given Him| ut ]of 
the world : To Theſe He expounds that in private, which 
to «thers He ſpake in parables : And thus He did, Be- 
cauſe to them it was given to know the Myſterics of the 


Kingdom of God, but to the Multitude it was yot givenz 


And Ele&ion was That as gave it them, (as it follewes 
there) For So it ſeemed good in thy fight. In like manner, 
the Apoſile in Rom. 8.puts Eletion and Redemption #oge- 
ther, as pertaining to the ſame perions 3 And Jultitication 
( which is the next cffe& of Redemption} he makes 
alſo an unqueſtionable conſequent of Elefion : Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's Eleft ? It is God that 
juſtifieth : Who ſhall condemn ? It is Chriſt that dyed. The 
queſtion being put concerning God's Ele , and the An- 
{wer referring to thoſe for whom Chriſt dyd is a plain 
implication, That Redemption and Fuſtification are commenſu- 
rate with Ele&ion > That either of them concerneth one- 
ly the ſame perſons; and that xeither of them extends to 
any, but whom the oth-r alſo taketh-in. 

I V. The price of Redemption was of thatPrecious and 
Matchleſs Valme, that it could not be parted-with, but with 
reſpe& to the Certzinty of the End tor which it was paid. 
Now the Exd of Redemption was the Salyation'of Men 3 
below Which there could not be an End worthy the death 
of Chriſt 3 And This Nothing could ſecure but Ele» 3 The 
Ele& alwaies have abtain'd, and ſhall ; This is a Rule afhrind 
inRom: I 1.7. But for the Reſt.tbey are blinded;that is, Thcy arc 
left to their own voluntary Miſunderſtanding zAnd being fo, 
Not only they Do #ot, but they c #xot believe. And to what 
end ſhould Chriſt make His Preci:us Soul an Offering for 
Such ! Men that ever ſhall believe 3 and conſequently never 
be Saved ? Surely To no better purpole than for the W.2x1d of 
ungodly, whoſe Spirits were in priſon two thouſand wm 
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afore. Thoſe whom the Lord intends to ſeve alive, He ap- 

points an Atonement to be made for them ; But for thoſe yyumb. 16. 
He intends to kill, (which is alwaies done juſtly) He wil) ver. 46,47- 
not a:cept an Offcring, and thercfore not .:-ppozrt it z As He Fudg. 13.3 
did notCunder the Law) for thoſe Crimes which Men were 133 
todye for. | 

V. Iconfine Redemption to Elc& perſons, becaule Tnter- Arg. 5» 

ccſtion (which is of <qual latitude with Revempiion) is limi- 
ted to Theſe excluſive to Others, The Pricſts of old, wcre 
to pray tor thoſe whoſe ſacrifice they offered ; And what 
they did , was a patcrn of our Saviour*s Prieſtly office 3 
Whom likewiſe we hinde to Sacrifice and pray, oxely tor 
the ſame perſons : He is an Advocate for thoſe for whoſe 
fins He is 2 Propitiation, 1 Joh.2.1. Whoſe tranſgretfions 
He was ſmitten tor, For them He makes Interceſſon, Ila. 5 3.8, 
12, For their ſakes He Sanctifhed Himſelf, aud for Them 
it was that He made that ſolemn prayer in the 15, of 
John. And He now prayes for them, as being juſt now 
to-offer their Sacrifice. : He allo ſhuts out the World ex- 
prefly from having any intereſt in it,T pray not for the IYorld, 
but for them which Thou haſt giren Me. And He adds 
the Reaſon (the foundation Reaſon) why He would pray 
for Theſe, [F or, they are Thine ] i.e. They were the Fa- 
ther's by EleGion : For, in all other reſpe&s the Earth 
is the Lord's, and the Fullaeſs thereof. 

VI. This Dodtine is further Warranted, by thoſe Genue Ag» 6. 
ine and Neceſſary Conclufions , which follow from divers 
expreſs Scriptures touching this Subjc& 3 AS 1. That thoſe 
whoare planted with Chriſt in His death, ſhall be alſo in 
His ReſurreQtion, Rom.6.5. 2, That thoſe tor whom Chriſt 
was Crucitied, their old Man was Crucitied with Him 5 
Fhat the body of ſin ſhould be dcfiroyed , Rome. 6. 6+ 
2+ That thoſe dead with Chriſt, are trced from finz and 
ſhall appear with Him in Glory, Kome. 6. 7. and Coll 3.3, 4+ 
4+ That thoſe for whom Chriſt dy'd, are Jſtitied and Re- 
conciled, Rom.5.$,9,i0+ 5+ That for whum He was made 
fin and a Curſe, They are made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in Him, 2 Cor-5-21, 6, They that are Redeemed, do 
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follow the'Lamb ; and are made Kings and Priefts unto God, 
Rev $5.9, 10» Chap. I 4+ 3 4+ 
All which blefhings ( with many the Hike ) -are the infe- 
p3rable fruits of Redemption. But it is obvious to all, 
That all men arenvut like unto Chriftm Newncſs of lite : 
All have not the body of {in deſtroyed in them: A/lare not 
freed from fin : Nor ſhall All appear with Chriſt in Gtory : 
Allarenot Juſtiticd and Reconciled : All are not made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt : 41! do not tollow the 
Lamb : Norare Al! made Kings and Pricſts unto God: 
Whence it ſhould follow, That Allare not Redeemed. 
Arg. 7. VII. Another Argument for Pecaliar Redemption, 1s 
founded on the Exd of Chriſt's death, with the Merit and 
Effcacy of it : He gave Himſelf, That He might Redeem 
thoſe He dyed for, from all iniquity : Hence it follovis, That 
if Chriſt dycd forall, then AU ſhall be ſaved ; ( tor iniquity 
only can be their Ruin ) Orelſe, That 'Chritt *fails ot the 
End of his Death. But, Chritt cannot fall fhort of His 
End in dying ; For, all power in Heaven and Earth is com- 
mitted to Him, for the Making of it good: And yet, AU 
Men are not ſaved ; ( The Saved Ones are bat a Remnant ) 
Therefore'He gave not Himſelf to Redeem Al. 
It is the Fathcr's will, That of AllHehath given to'Chrift 
He ſhuuld loſe Nothing; but ſhould give them Eternal lite : 
Hence it follows; Either, That all wcn were not *thus gi- 
ven to Chriſt; or if they were, Then 41muſt have Eter- 
nallife ; And if they have Not, The Father's Will is Not 
done : But, TheFather's Will is done 3 ( as is sbundantly 
cvident ) and yet, All men are not ſaved : Therefore, = - 
That which Chriſt layed down His lite tor, That He Me- 
rites 3 And what He Mcrited, is dxe to thofe for whom 
it was-Mcrited : (He was vt cut of for Himſelf. ) Now, The 
Principal thing intended and Merited by the death of 
Rom, 3.25, Chrift was the Fuſtification of Sinners 5 And That God might | 
| be uſt in Juſtifying of them, |f therefore He Merited this tor ; 
All, then All mult b2 Fuſts ied 3 and it-cannot be juſtly de- | 
nyed to Any: For, it 15 their due by virtue of a Pricez which j- 


alſo was paid to that very end and this, by God's own ap- 
point= 


Tit. 2.14. 
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-pointment 3 9h: (we know ) camut condemn anyfor who 
Chriit died : His Juftice ſhal]:nor-be liableito !ſuch a Refle- 
tion. Whence 3t 'ſeamsto be faichy . concladed 3 That it 
All men are not F##ified, juſtification doth not belong to 
all and conſcquently, That Chrilt did not give Himfelt for 
All. Amdas touchins Efficacy 3 Adam's tranſgretiion was 
cfticacious on the Will, and whole Man to Deprave » why not 
( then ) the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to Reſtore 5 fince the 
Preheminence , in that very thing, is given 'to Him? 
Koms 5 17» | 
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on is further contirm*d by thoſe Ing lorious and hurtful Con- 
{cquents which do attcnd the. Doctrine of General Redemp- 
tion ( as it:is commonly held turth ) which (1) ſecs to 
rcticct on the Wifedim of God, as imputing to Him ſucha 
Contrivance for Men's Salvation, as was altogether fruſtri- 
Lie, (2) It alſo ſeems to tax Gd of Tyjutticez as Not dil- 
charging Thoſe whoſe tranſgreifions are anſwer d for by 
their Surety 3 or elſe, That the Sufferings of Chriſt were not 
faffcient to make a Diſcharge dze to them ? Or (;) It infinu- 
atcsa deficiency of Por, or want of goodwill, toprofecute 
His:detign toperfection : (4) It ſuſpends the virtucand tyc- 
ceſs of all that Chri# hath done for Men, upon ſomething to 
be done by themſelves, which He is not the Docr of; and 
contequeutly , that Men are Prixcipals in procuring their 
own Salvation : Ando, Chriſt ſhall have but His Thouſands 
.Cintruth His Nothings ) whiles Freedom of Will ſhall have 
its Ten Thouſands tocry up the praiſe vt Men: This is not 
That the Lord alone ſhould beexalted. (5) it would alſo tol- 
* low, That thoſe who are Saved and gone to Heaven, have 
nothing more of Chriſt's to glory in, and to praiſe Him tor, 
than thote, whoare perithed and;gone to Hell : For, accor- 
ding to the Principles 0: General Redemption, He did and 
doth for all alzke; and not a jot more for the one party-than 
for thc other. (6 It makes Mcn preſumptuous and carnal 
ly.ſccure, How many have ſooti*d-up themſelves in their 
impenitency and hardneſs of Heart, and fenced themſclves 
againſt the Word 3 upon this very Suppolition, ThatChi iſt 
R 3 dicd 
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died for all, and therefore for them : And why then ſhould 
not they look to be ſaved as well as any other? and 6 they 
lean (pretendedly) on the Lord and tranſgreſs : Not con» 
ſidering, that thoſe tor whom Chriſt died, He purchaſed for 
them a freedom from fin, and not a liberty of Sinningz Nor 
impunity, but upon terms of Faith and Repentance. And 
that the Tempter diſturbs them not in their reſt upon ſuch 
a foundation, may bca principal Reaſon why Men > ttifly 
adhere to itz and that thoſe of the General prigciple are 
{o ſeldom troubled with terrours of Conſcience. 

But yet, (notwithſtanding all this) it is not denicd, that 
all Men, even thoſe thar never heard of Chriſt's Redempti- 
on , have benetit by His death , (and more might have, 
did they not ſtand in their own light ) albeit He had not, 
in His death, the ſame reſpec to all as to ſome. The mix*d 
Multitude that came up with Tſract , It was not tor them 
that Moſes was {cnt to Poaraoh » That the Sea was divided A 
and the Egyptians drowned 3 That the Rock followed the 
Camp , and that they had Mayxah from Heaven, &c. 
though theſe being in company with Iſrael, had a ſhare in 
thoſe outward benefits. So the Lord gives watcr in the 
Wilderneſs; by which the Beaſts and Owls have benefit, in 
their kind + and yet it is not for their fakes that the Lord 
doth it; but tor His Perple, His Choſen , Thoſe whom He 
had formed for Himſelf. 

I ſhould now come to the Inferences : But finding this 
Do@rine of Peculiar Redemption as much oppoſed as that of 
Elc&ion, and upon the ſame grounds : Obſerving alſo a 
grcat readine(s in Men to embrace the Notion of General 
Redemption ( which procceds partly from Nature's una- 
blencſs to diſcern a Reaſon why One Man ſhould be Re- 


- deemed, and not Another :; Partly, tor that it is gratcful to 


lapſed Nature. to fancy it ſelf 2Q:ve in its own R<covery : 
Partly alſo, troman aptneſs to catch at any thing that pre- 
tends to give quiet under Convictions. ) ' hope it ({Þall not 
be time loſt to ſee their exceptions againſt Ou Doctrine z 
What they alledge in detence of their own 5 wa how 


groundleſs in both» In the dojng of which, I ſhall = 
at 
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but the ſubſtance of what I have heard, and not intermeddle 
with jangling diſputes. 


Is it not plain by Rome5.14,1 5+ That the Reſt turatin 
by Chriſt is as large aud exteuſive as Adam's ſin ? 


The Compariſon there ſtated, is Not put Extenſively 
( 7.e.in relpca:; of the ybjefs of Sin and Grace) but In- 
tenſive'y 3 ( ie. in reſpe& of the different efficacy of the 
ſevcral Means by which thcſc ſeveral Effe&s are produced, 
The Apcfile therefore ( to obviate ſuch objections) Re- 
ſtrayncs it in ver. 15, But not as the offenſe, jo alſo is the free 
Gift : 36. The Free Gitt of Righteouſneſs and lite doth 
not extend to Men UVniverſally and Efficaciowsly, as fin and 
death did: And he gives the Reaſon of it 3 For, if through 
tbe offenſe of One Many be dead Much more the Grace of God, 
and the Gift by Grace, hath abounded unto Many : qd. It 
the Free Gitt had took-in Al, as the offenſe did » Then 
All muſt have been Saved , For rhat, Grace hath abounded 
more than the oftenſe : ( Which muſt be Meant of the 
powerfull and prevalent efficacy of Grace : For , as to the 
Objefts, It Could not take-ia more than All  ) And there- 
fore, thoſe towards whom it hath thus abounded,ſhall ſurely 
partake of the benefits of it : AS All in Adam dy'd, fo All in 
Chri/? ſhall be made alive. 


But if ſome onely ire Redeemed, And Thoſe but a Few 
in Compariſon Thea all ground of Belicving is taken 
away from the mojt of Men ? 

T. The Makers of this Objc&ron will not fay That 
All Men are Saved , albcit they hold, That All are Re- 
deemed : And therctore to hold and affirm That Chriſt did 
not Dye for All; hinders None from believing, any more, 
than That Many of Thoſc Hc dycd tor, are not Saved: 
yea To trach That Chriit dycd tor all, and that yet the 
Generality of Men ſhall dye in ihe'r fins and Periſh for ever; 
Is 4 greater impe:{iment to bcjicvcing, than to teach That 
He dyed onely ior Se, and that every One of this | Some] 
ſhall certainly be Saycd. 


2+ He 
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+. He that will know his own particular Redemption 
before he will Bzlieve, begins at the wrong end of his 
Work 3 and is very unlikely to come (that way ) to the 
knowledge of it, The firſt A& of Faith is not, That Chrijt 
dyed for All, or for you in particuler : The Oneis not true 
the other not certain to you, Nor can be, till after you have 
believed ; He that woul-' live, Muſt ſubmit to Mercy, with 
[ Peradventnre | He will ſave me alive. 

3+ There are Reaſons enough, and of great weight, 
to induce Men to believe, without laying Generall Redemp- 
tion for the Groxnd of their Faith : As 

(3) That faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
That Jeſus Chriſt came to fave Sinners 3 and ſuch are yr. 

(2) That He gave His Life a Ranſome for Many 
and you may be of that Number as wcll as Another. 

(3) That thoſe He died for, ſhall be Juſtified upon 
their believing 3 and ſhall have Faith alſo upon their ſeek- 
ing fort, as a part of His Purchaſe,and given on His behalf. 

C4) That to Believe on His Sen, is the will and 
Commandment of the Everlaſting God 3 Whom we ought 
to obey , although our Salvation were not dependent 
on it. Rome 16-2 6+ 1 Foby 3. 23. 

(5) Thoſe many faithful Promiſes aſſuring Salvation to 
them that believe 3 Mark 16+16+ Foh. 3+16,36« Chape6+47» 
Matth. 11+. 29. And 

(6) Laftly, The Remedileſs danger of unbeliet z He that 
believes not ſhall be Damne1 , as Mark 16. 16+ fob-8.24.6c. 
And, it ſuch Contiderations as theſe, will nut prevail with 
you to believe 3 the Notion of General Redemption, toge- 
02 46 the general ſucceſsleſ5neſs ok it (to be ſure) will ne- 
ver do it. 


Redemption is often ſet forth in terms that import « 
Univerſality : As, That Chriſt takgs away the Sin of the 
Wirld : That He is the propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World, &c. 


The word: Forld hath many and various acceptions 


in Scripture ; It is not alwayes meant of Mer, but 
{ome- 


a 


ſamething elſe 3 And when Afex are intended, it feldom 
intends the Univerſality of them z yea 'tis often under- 
ſtcod ofa very tew in compariſon of the whole : It would 
therctore be very great Raſhnel(s, to appropriate or limit 
ſo general a term to any particular Senſe 3 and much more, 
it extended to Men Univerſallyz as is ſhewn , in part, by 
the following Inſtances, | 
1 Theword [World] is taken for the place of Mens 
habitation upon carth ; Naham. 1. 5, The earth is burnt u 
at His preſencez yea , the [ World | and all that dyell 
thereine | 
2 For the Inhabitants of the World , good and bad to- 
gether, Pſal. 9. 8, He fhall: judge the World in Righteouj- 
Pe | es: h 
- For the Things of the world , and diſpoſitions an- 
{werable to them ; Eccleſe 3.11, He hath ſet the World in 
their heart. | IE Ie 
4 For the titne of the Worlds continuance from one 
Remarkable period to another: :- The time before the flood 
is called the old world z and the time of Chrift's Kingdom, 
the world tocome. ' des 
5 The particular time of a Mans life upon Earth 3 'Mit« 
12, 32» Whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoft , it ſhall not 
be forgiuen bam, in this World 5 Nov #1 the World to come. © © + 
-- 6; For the extent :or Compaſs-of the Roman Empire” z 
Luke 2+ 1, There went a Decxee from Celar' Auguſtus; That 
allthe World fhowld be taxed. © * © Fit Ogg TE 72 
7 For the time, and ſtate of things, after the diſſolution 
of the preſent framez Lhe 20. 35, They that fball be ac> 
counted: wortby to obtain that World, and the Refweretiion, & b 
3 For the Religion and Manners of the' Workd :'' 4 
17. 6, Thefe that have turned the World pſide-down are'come 
hither, | DESERTS 
9. Farthe troubles which Clir ifs Diſciples meet with in 
the. World : Foh. 16- 33s Be-of good: Chmfort,, T hdve overe 
came the World. : ONE SON ER 4 CL STTNEE 
- . 49. For: the 'fplendoar ;. hoo , wealth, pleafare,' or 
whateyer ' cle in the Warld, is a thelheatts of 
F | Men ; 
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= : Gal: 6. 14, Iam Crucifled to the Werld, and tbe World 
80 Mts 

11 Toſct forth the greatneſs of ſomething that cannot 
well be expreſt ; Fob. 21, 25, The World it ſelf conld not 
eontain the books that thauld be written, 

12 For the Gentiles in diſtintion from the Jews: Rom. 
11+ 12, If the failof them (that is, the Jews) be the riches of 
the World, &re. 

13 For the Multitudinous increaſe of ſome particukr 
Party ; Fob. 1 2. 19, The World i gone after Him- 

More of this kind might be cited 3 But theſe may ſuf- 
fice to ſhew, How much it behoves to conſider well the 
ſcope and Context of Scripture z and Not to be led by the 
Vocal ſound of words. 

Thcre are yet, two cther Senſes of the word [World] 
which come nearcſt the Matter in hand : -- One is that 
which takes-in the whole party of Wicked Men alone, and 
by themſelves 3 As where it is ſaid , The Saints ſhall judze 
the WWerld: It muſt be intended of the World of ungodly ; 
For, the Saints fhall not Judge one another. That 41} the 
World wondred after the Beaft , And worſhipped the Dragon : 
"This alſo muſt be meant of the Herd of Idolaters, excmp- 
tive of Thoſe who followed the Lamb. And again , The 
[whole World| lyeth in wickedneſs : Here ye have the very 


. words, and in the ſame Manner connex*d, as in the place 


obje&ed 3 which therefore may well be ſuppoſed to be of 
as large a Comprehention : And yet, it cannot be mcant of 
the Univerſality of Mankind 3 But, of ſuch-of them as are 
under the power and conduct of Satan 3 which the Saints 
are not 3, and ſo, cannac 'be any part of the [World} or 
[whole World] there intended. : Wy: TEE 
\ .. The other fenſe of the Word , feems Couched | in the 

places objected 3 where Chriſt is ſaid, To take away the fin 
of the Yorld; And to bea Propitiation for the ſins of thz 
whole World: Forit ſeems Agreeable to Reaſon, to under- 
ſtand the word in a Reſtrict and Jimited fenſe here, as in 
the places above-quoted. For, if by [World] is ſometimes 


' nxeant The World of Vngedly, as ſeperate from the Saints : 


By 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


By like Reaſon, at other times, it may bz meant of the 
World of Saints as ſeperate from the Wicked cſpeclally, 
when there js Nothing in the Context and ſcope of the 
place, toContradidt it. And what then ſhould hinler but 
that the word [World] in the places objected, may be ſetly 
intended of the | World of Ele] exclutive of Others, AS 
the | World that lies in wickedne(s] is of thoſe Others cxclu- 
five of the Ele& ? To bs (ure, There can be no peril inſo 
underſtanding it : For, we know that Chriſt is the Propiti- 
aticn for tbr fins: But, To affirm it of the whyle of Man» 
kind, as it hath no ſolid foundation z ſo many uncomly, 
and unruly Conſequents do attcnd it ; ſome of which are 
ſhewn afore. 

Toend this Debate , I would ask the ObjeAor , What 
World it was that Chri/t would not prayfor? For, by know- 
ing that, it may be gather'd, What World it was that He 
died for. It could not be That for which He would not 
Pray 3 For, the Prieſt was bound to pray tor Thoſe tor 
whom he offered, It muſt then be Another z And fo, it 
ſeems, there be two Worlds , 

1: Aleſer World , which conſiſts of Ele& Perſons, and 
was taken out of the World Univerſal»: ( As the Iſraelitiſ 
Nation was out of the Eyyptian 3 Dent. 4. 34+ Or, as the 
Chriſtian Church at firſt was out of the Jewiſh: ) Theſe 
our Saviour ſtiles, The Men which His Father gave Him | out 
of the World ; ] For Theſe it was that He ſantified Himſclt 3 
And for thcſe He prayed; And of Theſe conſfiltcth that 
World whoſe Sin He taketh away ; and for whoſe Sins 
(even of the whole of it) He is the Propitiation. Thele are 
the Men that ſhall be counted worthy of the World to 
come And they are as properly termed a World, as that 
bleſſed Place and State they ſhall be in: Or, as the Dwellers 
upon earth are denominated a JYorld, from the Place of 
their habitation, Pſc 9. $. 

2 Therc is alſo a }Y/orld of Vngodly, from among whom 
that leſſer World are taken and ſeperated 3 Of whom it is 
ſaid , The Devil is their God, And that their Names ave not 
in the Lambs book, of life ; But, the whole of it lies in wick- 
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edreſt: And, This is the World for whom Chriſt would not 
vouchſafe to pray : Then ſurely He would not make His 
Soul an off-ring for their ſins. 


The Reaſ.u why all Mea are not Saved, is not becau 
Chrit did not die for all bt becauſe they will not 
Believe 2? 

Men's Not believing in Chriſt, is not the Oxely, or firſt, 
procuring Cauſe of their Condemuation 3 but their Rebel- 
lion and Apoſtacy from God : Albeit , the Condemnation 
of thoſe who rcje& Chriſt, is greatly aggravated by their 
Not-receiving Him: As One Condemned , or Condemna+ 
ble, for an Ac of Treaſon, refuting a Pardon 3 His Retuſal 
15 (indeed) the next and immediate cauſe of his execution, 
and perhaps ſhall heighten the Rigour of it : But, his trea- 
fonable practiſe was the firſt procuring cauſe of his death : 
which alſo he ſhould have ſuffercd for , if no ſuch pardon 
had been tendred to him. Tt muſt always be granted and 
Maintained , That Faith is the one thing neceſſary on our 
part, in order to our bzing Saved : And as true it is, That 
this Faith adds nothing of virtue or Merit to the Croſs of 
Chriſt. Where Men are faid to' be Juftified, or Saved , by 
Faith 3 it is meant of the Obje# of Faith, and not of the 
AQ : For, the Rightcouſnels of Chrift aloe is the Matter of 
our Juſtification z which this Objection ſeems to deny. 

2 Chriſt's Redcmption extends to Unbelict : Fry this Pur- 
poſe was the Sou of God Manifefted, to deftroy the works of the 
devil; Of which, Vabelief is the Chief. And He gave Him- 
ſelf to Redeem from | all] iniquity : And if from All, then 
Unbzlief (which is the Sum and Sexm of all) cannot be ex- 
emptcd : For, Otherwiſe (ſcil. If He had Redeemed from 
all but this ) that Redemption would litle avail us; It 
would be, as if One ſhould purchaſe your pardon for pil- 
fering felonies; but let the Guilt of your Treafons lye till 
upon you; Or, undertake to Cure a Man of his phrenſic, 
up6n condition he will be Sober! What will they do , who 
content themſelves with ſuch a Redemption as this ! 

3 Faithit (elt is a Grace of. Chriſt's own m_—_ z it 

OWS 
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flows from His Fulacſs : Hz appreheuds us before we do or Feb. 1.16, 
can apprehend Him. The People's Sins under the Law, had 
not becn expiated by the Sacrifice without ſprinkling the 
blood; And it was not themſelves who ſprinkled it, but the 
Prieſt : And can we thivk that Chriſt ſhed His Blood for 
thoſe on whom He will not ſprinkle it > That He dicd 
for Thoſe to whom He will not give a little faith z when 
as without that , all that He doth beſides will not protit 
them? If any tay 3 He would, but they will not : | an- 
anſwer, This | 13] xt } is their Hnbelicf, which He is 
to take away by [ making them Willing ] A Will to be- 
lieve is Belicving 3 And in the day of His Power they find Pf. 
it. And for any to ſay, That a Jill t2 believe, is not pur- 7"? 
chaſed by Chriſt 3 jsa great derogation from the virtue and. z,y.c, j2..x,, 
Merit of His ſufferings. This is further Argued, wherc 
the Office of Chriſt, in order to Effectual Calling, is 


txeatcd of. ; 
Irferences.. 


From what hath been proved in behalf of Redemption.as 
peculiar tothe El, Tintcr, 


I. The jimpoxtant neceſſity of Trying the Spirits, and Tzfer.I, 
the DoGrines they bring, whether they be of God. A plau- 
ſible outſide, and fair ſhew in the fleſh, ar: no Argument 
of Truth in the bottom. Takinguels with Nature, ſhould 
Render things ſuſpitious to us, rather than approved. Our 
beſt rule of Judgement ia this caſe, is that ot our Saviour 3 
The Tree is known byits fruits.» Andif bythis we meaſure 
the general point, it will be found wanting in what 1t pre» 
tends to, and not-a-little Reprovable, 

I. In ficad of Magnifying the Grace of Chriſt , and Me- 
rit of His ſufferiags, it does ( in effe&t.)) Nullihe both. . It 
makes Redemption general as to Perſons, but uot as to 
Things : That is,it Redeerns the whole of Mankind frompare 
of their bondage 3 but no part of them from thewbole of 
it z) Or upon ſuch a Condition as no Man in natures able to 
perform : which ( {ure ) is toodefeRtive to be the Deviſe of 


Sovercign Wildomeand Grace : That cannot: be call'd An 
S 3 Univer. . 
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Univerſal Remedy that ſuffers it ſelf to be Worſted by the 
diſeaſe, I doubt not atall, That the blood of the Son of 
God in our Nature, js of infinite Merit 3 but withall, 
thats of like Infinite Virtue and Efficacy 3 and will for ever 
operate accordingly. But, if the ſucce(s and ſaving effects 
thereof {ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by Men, 
which Redemption it (elt doth not Inveſt them with 3 then 
will Men come in for a ſhare with Chriſt, in the glory of 
their Salvation : yea, in this caſe, any addition of humane 
ability, annihilates the Grace of Chriſt 3 Gal. 5. 2. Where- 
as, to depend upon Chriſt for Sandifiction as well as Righe- 
teouſneſs ; To expet from Him a Power to Repcnt 
and B:lieve, as well as Acceptance upon your believ- 
ing, gives Him His true honour, as intit'ling Him to the 
whole of your Salvationz which is ( indced ) His proper 
Dae, and due to Him aloyve. And this may be a main Rea- 
ſon, why Men profeſling the Name of Chriſt are ſo 
generally ſtrangers to Faith and Holineſs : They do not ſeek 
it at the hands ef Chriſt as a part of His purchaſe, according 
to Fobn 5. 40. | 
2. In ſtead of laying a foundation for Faith, and an help 
to believing 3. the General DoEtrine nuzzlcs the Soul in its 
unbeliet upon a preſumption of Power in himſelf to believe 
when he will. We litle think how much preſumption and 
carnal ſecurity derive from chis Root : whereas Peculiar Re- 
demptionin the vigour and latitude of it, ( viz. as pro- 
curing usa Right to Faith and Holineſs , with the Spirit 
of Chriſt to work them effeQually in us; ) isa far greatcr 
incouragement to apply our ſelves to Chriſt for them, as a 
part of His purchaſe; and that without which we cannot 
partake the other b<nctits of His death. AndI cannot but 
think, that any Man in His right mind, ( upon a duc enqui- 
ry, and thorow conſidering the Matter ) would rathet de- 
pend upon ſuch a Redemption, as redeems from all iniquity z 


+ ( though the perſons concern'd in that Redemption, be but 


| few }) than on that which is ſuppoſed to Redeem All univer- 
' ally upon condition of Faith and Repentance, but does not 

-Reedecm from impenitency and unbelicf., In That Redemps« 
tiou 


—_ 
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tion let my part be that ſaves from Sin y That flaycs the 
enmity z That Reconciles to God effettually that mikes 
an end of ſin , and brings-in cverlaſting Righteouſneſs ; 
that does not onely bring 1uto a Savable liate congitionally.; 
but works alſo, and maintains thoſe Conditions and Quali- 
tications, that have Salvation at the End of them, 
; " IL. Sinceyour paopriety in Redemption is founded on 7yfer, 2. 
your Intcreſt in Electing love; Give all diligence to make 
your Election furez Spare not for pains 3 It's fruit will be 
worth all the colt and labour you can beftow upon it : 
Tf cleer in this point, the whole body will be full of light. 
And, among other Evidences. of Ele&ion, Look over thoſe 
ſpecified afore under that head. Then Make out your In» 
tereſt in Redemption , by walking worthy of Redeeming 
love 3 which cannot be done, but by being and doing fome- 
thing more than others : Some ſingular thing it muſt be, that 
g muſt warrant your claim to that ſingular Priviledge. Hold- 
: forth therefore in your lite, the effc&s of your Union with 
Chriſt in His death : As he gave Himſelf for you ; ſo give up 
your ſclt ro Him. As He is for you; ſo, be you for 
Him ( for Him only ) and not for another : 2 Cors $. 5» 
Hoſea 3+ Zo : 
| 1. Determine to know nothing , but Jeſus Chriſt and 
Him Crucified : Count all things elſe not worth your know- 
ing » for intruth all knowledge, without this, will ccme 
to Nothing. Let all ( therefore ) be loſs and dung, for the 
excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jelus our Lord, 
Phil. » $., 
2+ Let nothing be {© dear to you, as not to part with it 
for God, when 'tis called for; and riſe carly todo it. This 
#5 love, that we walk after His Commandment. The Lord , 7s. 
parted with His delight for you from Eternity ; There's no- * 
thing more Reaſonable, Nothing more Natural, toan heart 
rightly placed 3 than that you ſhould love and live to Him, 
who Lied for you : And, whoever hath known the Grace of 
PORN the love of Chriſt, in truth 3 cannot but ſo 
judge. 
: Let not Chriſt be Divided ; Know Him for your _ 
Als 


om —_— 
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a{yclt a8 your Redeemer z Take Orders from Him as your 
Captain General; Receive your Law from (His Mouth , 
What ever He bids you do, Do it z Follow Him where 
ever He goes; and Carry it ſo as becomes His Attendants ; 
The Armies in Heaven follow Him upon white Horſes, and 
arrayed in white : Be not your own DireQor in any thing, 
Nor over-haſty 3 Stir notup your Peloved until He pleaſe 
But Await His Counſel and Condu, as preterring His 
knowlcdpe of times and Seafons, with the manner and 


| method of His Working and preſcribing, before your 


Own, 
4+ Let Nothing divide you from Chriſt : Let Nothing 


but drath, yea, let not death git (elf, ſeparate between you 
and Him. Nothing (you ſee) could (eparate Him from you  * 
yea, had it not been for you, and ſuch as you are, He had 
not dyed. We are not our own, we are bought with a price z 
which is the higheſt engagement, in every ſtate and Duty 
whether living ordying, to bethe Lord's. 

- T1I. Chritts grving HimſcIfa Ranſom for you : warrants 
your largeſt expe@ation of Good things from Him : What 
Sins fo0 great to be pardoned? or iniquities fo ſtubborn 2s 
not tobe.ſubducd ? or Graccs fo precious, as nottobe 0b- 
tained? 'The Lord delights im nothing more than Mercy 
The only Bar was Sins which being diſſolved by the blond 
of Chriſt, Grace and Glory: tun freely, The making us 
Kings and Pricfts unto God, yea, One in the Father and Himes 
ſelf, being thething He dyed for 3 nointeriour good thing 
can be withholden trom us Faith and. Heolyneſs are great 
things .(indeed) and highly tobe valued. yet kt me fay, 
That even thele andall other good things, when layed to- 
togethcr 3 will be hut a: very little heap to that *Grace 
which put us into Chiift; the honour and privikedge 'of 
Union with Him 3 and the price He hath paid tor our Ran« 
ſom : Herein is Love that God ſcent His Son to be the Pro- 

itiation for our'Sins : 'The Purchaſe is paid 3. Ryteates are 

'Sealcd;” and He in poflettion; All things are':cady :-TIt is 
now but His Giving torth the Reyenue that lies by Hiyp 3 
which alfo He delights todo. 2 " 

| IV. This 
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I'V . This DoGtine alfo prepares a Chief corner Stone 


for the Saints Perſeverance. They for whom Chriſt died, 
dicd with Him 3 and if dead ;with Him, they ſhall live 
with Him 5 Rom. 6-8. Even the Reghteouſneſs of God is 
engaged to Save them 3 and then He muft either prevent, 
Remove, or Over-rule, what ever would hinder that Sal- 
vation» Thereforeunto Him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our fins in His own blood, be glory and don:inion, 
for ever and. ever, Amen. : 


[11T] 


That the purpoſe and'end of Chriſt's death cannot be fru- 
ſtrate © Or 


Thiſe whom Chriſt dyed for, caun't miſs of the be= 
aefits accruing by His death. 


All che Councels of God from cternity 3 All His promi- 
ſes and Declarations holding forth thole Councels , and all 
His Diſpenſations in order to their accompliſhment, have a 
ſpecial relation to Chriſltasdying for His people 3 and their 
actual Salvation thereby, as the end thercot. 

Now, the Exd of a Thing is that for which the Thing it 
{clt, is 3 and but for which, it had not been: *tis that the 
Chict Agent principally propoſeth, and aimes at : and if he 
be wiſe, he will certainly uſcand appoint ſuch Means, and 
Order them in ſuch manxer, that the thing defigncd ſhall 
not miſcarry. 


Men ( indeed) may miſs of their Eud: They aim at This, | 


and That's produced 3 ( as in building the Tower of Babel :) 
But this is (till from ſome impertecction in themſelves ; Ei- 
ther the Thing it (clt is xot feaſible; Or the way to it is 
imprudently contriv'd , or the Means #udaely applyed 3 their 
minds alter or they are made to defitt by a power above 
. them, &*c. But, God only wiſe and Almighty, it- is not 
ſo with Him Nene of thoſe things, which impcdc the 
deſigns of Mey, can happen to His 3 There can be no other 


Event of them, but what He ſctly intended : The leatt of 
T Hts 


Rev. 1, 5,6, 
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His Purpoſcs ſhall never ſuffer difappointment , much Ic6 
that great Dehign of Merrs Salvation by the Death of Jc- 
us Chrit : For, 

1+ The Thing it ſelf i6 feafible ; Millions of Souls ar: 
gon to Heaven on His accompr. 

2, [t was fo wiſtly contrived, That all Intereſts con- 
cern'd are ſecured and fatisficd 3 God is Juſt in ].{tifying 3 
The Sinner ſaved, even whites Vengeance is taken on his 
Sins 3 and Criſt wcll pleaſed with a Secd to {:rv2 Him. 

3+ The way of obtainment js ſuch as wil! certainly com- 
paſs the End : The Divine Power is cngaged in it, which 
reſts not (in the leaft) on the concourſe or compliance of 
any fraſtrabl2 Inftrumzcnt, 

:» His Heart cannot bz taken off from it : jt is Thar 
which His blefled thoughts have run upon from Eternity ; 
and thoſe Thowghts of His. ſtand faſt to all Gcneratious, 
And, | 

5- Nohigher Power can ſuperſede His Decree 3 He is So- 
vereign Lord, and controlleth all. 


Thcre be divers Arguments which readily offer to 
confirm the Matter in hand. 


FT. The firſt is from the Nazzre and Import of Redcnipti- 
on : It was not the mere depoſiting of the Ranſom deman- 
ded, as a ptedge to ſecure the Cxcditor's Satisfaction, in caſc 
the Treaty took cect ; Nor was it ſuch a pledge as might 
be rcfum'd or paid-back, in cate it ſucceeded not : Neither 
yct was the Price of that undervalucand impcrfcdtion as tv 
need the addition of any thing from without it (elf, to make 
it effetual : But ſuch a Price it was, ſopaid, fo accepted, 
andſo qualified, as for ever concludes all Partics and Intcr- 
clis conccrn'din it, It was in all reſpects Adcquate to, and 
worthy of, th: Purchaſe deſign'd by it. Redemption is a 
term of large comprehenſion 3 it is next to EleGzon, and 
carries in it All that Ele&ion hath Choſen us to. : It does 
not barely make Men Releaſable, or Capable of pardon: but 
the Actual and Eternal Deliverance trom Sin, Satan, Dcath, 
and the Law 3 together with the full and perfect Salyation 


ot 


ry 
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of Redeemed Ones, is included init. And this is not bare- 
ly afirm'd, but evident proof will make it gyuod. A Wit- 
ncls or two for each of theſe, 

1- The Redemption wrought by Chriſt imports $atis= 
faftion : Without this, the World had ot been Recouciled 
Nor could it be faid the pleaſure of the Lord had proſpered in 
His band : But both theſe are afirm*d Iſa. 53+ 10. 2 Cor. 
5,18, and 19. and Heh. 2. 17. cxpreily, That He made 
Reconciliation for the Sins of the People: Yea, our Grand 
Creditour proclames Himſclt ſatisfied, by His {ending from 
Heaven to Relcaſe our Surcty. 

2. Juſtification, or Deliverance from Gailt : Epbhe 1.7, 
In whom we hqve Redemption through His blood, the forgive- 
aeſs of Sins. Gal. 3. 13,C rift hath Redeem'd us from the 
Curſe of the Law 3 being made a Curſe for us : He blots ont 
the Hand-writing againft us, Nailing it t0 His Croſs, 
Col. 2. 14- r=" 

3- Itimports the vaquiſhing and binding of the Strong 
Man 3 who would not elſe have let-go the Prey : Bydeath 
He deſtroyed Him who had the power of death 5 that is, th: De- 
vil, Heb. 2+ 14. By theblood of His Croſs He ſpoiled Princi- 
palities, and Powers, and triumphed over them, Col. 2. 15. ' 

4. Freedom from the power: of fin: Roni. 6. 6, Our old 
Man was Crucified with Him, i» that henceforth we ſhould 
aot ſerve Sin : Upon which it follows Six ſhall zot have do- 
Minn over yt, Ver. x go 

5. Inherent Holy (5, or SanGtitioation : Col, nr. 21, Tere 
that were ſomtimes exemics in yur mind, now hath He vecon- 
ciled 3 in the Body of His fleſh-throuzh death , to preſent 
you Holy,SCC.vere.22. ——IVe ave ſuntiified through the" offer - 
ing of the Body of Feſus Chriſt; Heb. 10.10. and Rome6,15, 
Being then made fyce from $1, ye became the Servants of Righ- 
zeouſnecſs : Aud that it was by virtue of Chriſt's death, appears 
by - vcr..8, Fur, if we be dead with Chri(t," we ſhall alſo-live 
with Him. 1 BEDS 

. 6, It likewiſe imporis Refwrecttion : Joh 6, 54455, 1 
will raiſe Him at the laſt days Fer my fleſh 3s meat indeed , 
( that is, as Crucihed ) Chritt dying, was the death of death 3 
Hol. 13+ Io 3 7 It 
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=, It alſo extendsto the a&zal poſſiſing of Redecmed once, 
with bleſſedneſs and Glory : Roms. $. 30, Whim He juſtified, 
them Fle glyrified. Liberty of cntring into thc holieſt, is by 
the blucd of Feſus, Hcb 1c. 19. and Rev. 5.9, 1c. Th.u 
bait Redecmed us unto God by thy bliad 5 and haſt made us 
Kings and Priejts : ( It is taz voice ot Thoſe in Hza- 
Ven. ) 

Now, Al! theſe are in Redemption, they proceed out of 
Chriſt's fulneſs asa Redeemer ; And tor this cauſe it was, 
chat Pau! cared not ro know any thing but Jus Chritt and 
Him Crzecited. It is true, That the RefurreHion of Chrill, 
His Aſccntion, Sitting at God's right han, and Intcrceition 
have their reſpective ivfluence into every of thoſe particu- 
lars atorenamed 3 but they all ſpring from His Crucifixinn : 
It He had not dycd, He had not becn a Þricſt tor cver ( as 
He is ) aftcr the order of Melchiſedeck , Heb. &. 1 2: 

II Anothcr Argument is trom the incftimable worth 
and dignity of the Ranſom that was given: It was the life 
of the Son of God , Matth. 20. 2%. Heaven and Earth will 
bear no proportion 1n value to this price of Redemption : 
which theretore could not be parted-with for a doubttul or 
uncertain Purchaſe. In this lies che fireſs of the Apoſile's 


Argument 3, Who when He would ſet forth the happy 


eltate of God's Elect, and prove them above the Reach of 
danger 3 He doth it in two words, ( but very ſignificant 
ones ) | Chriſt bath dyed ] Who ſhall condemn ? It is [ Chriſt © 
that dyed | Rom. $. 38 The Emineacy of the Perſon, an1 
the ſufferings He ſubmitted to 3 as they greatly illuſtrate 
His love to Men z. So they ſtrongly affirm and inſure the 
event of His death : If reconciled to God bythe death of [| His 
Son ] much mvre Saved by His life, Rom. 5.10. It may 
truly be! ſaid of cvery one He dicd for, He zs juſt, He ſhall 
ſurely live. But this in the ſame reſpec and ſenle, as thoſe 
then unborn were ſaid to be ſandified through the offering 
of the body of Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. 10.10. And their Old Man 
to be crucified with Him ; Rom. 5. No Man is a@zelly juſtified 
till he actually believes : But Repentance and Faith being 


purchaſed by Chriſt, for thoſe He died for 3 They ſhall 
as 
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as certainly be made to Repent and Believe, as that Chriti 
dicd for them, Phil. 1.29. 
I 11. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is more prevalent and Arg. 3. 
cffcctual to t:z5 Seed, than Adam's tranſgretſhion was to hzs : 
All his Poltcrity ( indeed )fell under the Curſe by it 3 yet fo, 
that there was ſtill ( throvgh the Intervention of Grace ) 
a poilibility of Releaſe : But the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
hath ſo perte&tly 1ecovercd and 'ſtabliſhed His Sccd, that 
thcir juſiihcd 'ftate can never beloſt. And the Reaſon 15, 
becauſe Grace hath out-done Sin, and gone beyond it » 
Grace bath abonn1c4 much more, Rom. 5. 2c, Which ſuper- 
abou1:ding of Grace, cannot refcrr tothe Subjects of Grace, 
as if they wee mire in xumber than the Subjcs of Sin 3 
( tor, fin came upon Al, and Grace cannot come upon more 
than all : ) But 'tis mcant of the prevalent efficacy of Grace 3 
and the permanency of its cffc&s towards all that are the 
Subjects ot it : And, thence it is, that Grace is ſaid to Rezgn, = 
and that to Eternal life. OT OY 
IV. If the End of Chriſt's death might poſſibly be fru- 4g, 4. 
ſtrate 3 aspollibly the very end of God's making the World, 
might ſuffer diſappointment. All things were made for Him- 
{clt zand by this ſcale they aſcend to Him;The Wcrld for the 
Ele&, TheEI1c& for Chriſt, and Chriſt for God. All His 
works praiſe Him, but above all, that of Redemption , as 
of higheſt note and eminency. Moſt conſpicuouſly doth 
the Glory. of God ſhinceforth in the tace of Chrilt as Dy- 
ing > and as dying for ſuch an Exd 3 ( viz. the Salvation'of 
His People : ) Itis the chick of the wayes of God, the very 
Meridian and height of His Glory, ( not effcntial, but maui- 
feſtative ) both in this world, and that to come. It therefore 
bchoved Him fo to lay it, that of all his deſignments, This 
might be ſure to ſucceed+ For, do but ſubtra&t the ſureneſs of 
its Effe& 3 and leave His Redeem'd in a periſhable condition 3 
and it draws a blemifh inſtead of beauty, upon all the Divine 
Attributcs. | 
1. The end of God'sſetting forth Chriſt a Propitiation , RM. 3. 25:29 
was to declare His Righteouſneſs in the Remiſſion of ſins 3 
( which it does doubly, ) 1+ That without fatisfaCtion, 
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lin could not juſtly be remitted, 2. That fatisfa&ion bc- 
Ing given, it could not juſtly be imputed ; J/ho ſhall con- 
demn ? It is Chriſt that dyed. But it thoſe for whom this 
plenary ſatisfaFion has been given, ſhould not be juſtiticd 
and'cttccually (aved , Divine Juſtice would be as liable to 
impeachment, as if He had ſaved them without : And fo, 
the thing detigned for the honour of His Rightcoutneſs , 
would turn toits diſparagement. 

2. It would not accord with the love and goodneſs of 
God towards His Elcet , that That which was meant for 
thcir Recovery, and was allo a price well-worthy their 
Ranſom ; ſhould pollibly turn to their deeper condemna- 
tion: ( tor, ſo it muſt if they be not cttc&ually ſaved: ) 
This could not be that Pleaſure of the Lord which ſhould 
proſpcrin the hands of Chritt. 

3. It would not be according to the Faitbfulncſs and 
Truth of God, that Chrili (hould tail of That He was pro- 
miſed, and carnelily looked-for, as the fruit of His Suttcr- 
ings; which was a Seed to ſerve Him: The thoughts of 
which were matter of complacency to Hini from Everla- 
ſting. But it thoſe He died tor , ſhould not only abide in 
the ſame condemnation He came to deliver them troim 3 
but under a much forecr vengeance than it He had not undere 
taken for them 3 How grievous would it be to Him, and. 
contradictious to the Faithtulneſs of God! 

4+ Another End of Redemption was, That the manifold 
IWiſd:m of God might ſhine-torth in the fight of Angels and 
Mcn. Chritt cracificd is the Wiſd.m of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24+ 
But if it were {ocontrived, that the Thing chietly dctign'd 
might potlibly miſcarry, it would be no illuftration ot Wil- 
dom. Will one of common prudence part with His Jewcls 
and choycett treaſure, and that in ſuch manner asnever to 
be regain'd, and leave his purchaſe knowingly under haz- 
zard 2 Men (Judeed) may pothbly walte their Eitates in 
Tryals and Efſayes that come to nothing, but did they 
forclee the tucuels, they would not fo cxpole their pru- 
dence tov reproach. 

5+ Thc Greatneſs and Power of God would ſutter an c- 

cliplc, 
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_ clipſe if it were im the power of Creatures to defeat His 
molt wile and holy Defignments, and hinder che accom- 
pliſhment of His greatcft work ; What would the Egyp- 
tians fay, but that He deftroycd them, becauſe not able to 
go through with what He undertook ? Numbe 14+ 16. 

& Littly, It the end of Chri{t's death might pothbly be 
frulixate 3 Fhcn that bleſſed projet for gloritying the 
Grac. of God, might pothbly be diſannulled and come to 
nothing : For, None but $2vcd Ones do or can glorife that 
GI2CC-» 

V. Another Argument for the Szre effect of Chrilt's 
death, is, b.cauſe He bath the Management of the whole 
WOrK cummittcd to Himf{clt 3 as well the Application Or Ree 
dcmption, as the procurement of it ; He is the Repolitor y 
Root, an Treaſury, whcrein all the bencats oft Redemp- 
tion arc laid up 3 and the Great Almoner by whoſe hand 
they are diſpenſed. Ad. was ro more a publique .Pcrion 
after his fall : The new Stock was noc intruſted witn hint, 
but put into the hands of Chriſt, who will give a better ac- 
count of it : For 


VI. There is Nothing wanting to Hin ( who is our Re- | 


deemcr ) which might any way conduc? to the tinal Com= 
plcatment of His Work. There arc Five things main'y 
xequilite, to maie 4 great undertaking Succeſictul 3 viz- 
Authority, Strength, Underſtanding, Courage, and Faith- 
tulneſs : All which, the Captain of our Salvation is emi- 
nently ravetied with 3 The Father loveth the Son , and bath 
given all things int» His haad. 

I. Authority, He was appointed to His Othce : (For, as 
Mcdiatour, the Father is Greater than He: ) He came nt of 
Himfelf, but the Father ſent Him, Joh. 9.42. He was called of 
God,Hcb.5-4,5-1t was laid on Him,and undertaken by Him, 
in the way of a Coverant, And Conhrmed hy ax Oath z Never 
to be Reverſed, which alſo nay partly be the Meaning of 
God the Fathcr's Sealing Him, Joh. 6. 27. The Govern- 
ment is l1jd upon His Shoulder > He hath the Key of David 
committed to Him, Rev. 3- 79. Which ſhewcs the abſo- 
lutenels of His Authority ;: Without Hin, No man can litt 
up his hand or his toot in all the Earth, 2. Strength 
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2. Strength or Power , Theſe cannot be wanting to Him, 
if Alliz Heaven and Earth be ſufficient for'it, Matth. 28. 18, 
And this he hath, That He mizht give Eternal life to as ma- 
ny as He dycd for, oh. i7. 2. Which it they ſhould miſs 
of, it would be ſaid, That all power was not able to Save 
them. He that made the World, is ſurely well able ro Go- 
vern it, and to over-rule whatever comes into it : He would 
never have ſuffered fin (the oxely enemy) to invade it, if He 
could not have quell'd it at pleafure. TheirRedeemer is ſtrong, 
The Lord of Hojts is His names He fpall {_ thorowly Þ plead 
their cauſe: He muſt reign until He ſhall have put all enc= 
mies both under His own tect and ours, 1 Cor. I5. 25. 
Rom. 16. 20. 

3+ Underſtanding, or Knowledge This cannot bz wan« 
ting to Him, whois the Wiſdom of the Father 3 The Lord 
hath given Him the tonoue of tbe Learned, that He might 
Speak words | in ſeaſon ] to him that is weary, Ila. 50. 4. 
He knows His work what it is How to ett it 3 and who 
they be that are concern'd in it. 

(1) He knows what His work is3 that it is, To ſeek aud 
20 ſave that which was loſt : Not to bring Men into a ſalvable 
condition, ( as ſome ſpeak ) but to Save them, Mar. t. 21; 
His work was, To open the blind eycsz To bore the deaf 
cars3 To rettore the withered Limbs z To cleanſe the Le- 
pers 3 To heal the Sickz To raiſe the Dead; To caſt out 
Devils; To preach the Goſpel, and to cauſe thoſe it be- 


| longs unto, to hear and receive it : He knows they are Dead, 


7oh.17 12. 22, 
Chee 39s 


and He knows as well, that He is to Quicken them : and 
therice we haveit in Fob, 5. 25, The Dead ſhall hear and 
live : And Chap. 10+ 16, Other Sheep I bave Them alſ5 
muſt I bring , and they ſhall bear mywoice. He is alſo to keep 
them, an1look to them, ſoas that one be not loſt 3 and fi= 
nally, To raiſe them up at the laſt day, and to take them to 
Heaven wich Him : All which He is pcrte&ly acquainted 
with, His work is before Him. Iſ7. 40 10. 

( 2 ) As He knows His work, what it 153 ſo the beſt 
ſeaſin and mcth id for its performance. He came in the ftul- 


nets of time 3 when things were ripe for His coming : He 
came 
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came Then when there was moſt need of Him 3 the Devil's 
Kingdom at the higheſt, his Oracles in greateſt credit , the 
World moſt oppreſſed by the Roman Power, and the true 
Religion near quite depraved among the Jews. It argues a 
Dextrous underftanding, To take an enemy in his Ruff, at 
his higheſt pitch of ſtrength and confidence, and throw him 
on his back : Toſuccour a diſtreſſed Friend cr Ally, when 
brought under foot, and ſet him on his high placcs 3 This 
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the Scripture calls A jtrengt:ening of the Spoiled againſt the Amos 5. 9+ 


Strong : And thus doth our Lord Jeſus Chritt , Who is 


(partly) therefore {aid to be of ©ick wnderſtanding, In all T- 1143: 
His Undertakings He deals prudeatly : And to This it is, that ©%: 52-13: 


Hannah alcribeth ſucceſs z The Lord is a God of | knowledze| 
ani His Purp ſes come to paſs, 1 Sam. 2. 3. 

(3.) He knows IYho they are for whom He is to do it. 
The truits of his death are not as things to be given in 
common 3 They fall not zxdiffercutly upon Men , (as Rain 
upon all ſorts of ground: ) He knows Whom he came to 
Redeem 3 Not their Nzmber only, but their Names z They 
were all written in his both; And ſo well is He vers'd 


init, Toat He calleth them all by their Names : He docsnot Fob. 10. 3. 


omit any, nor call One for Another : He knows Whom the 


Father bath Choſey and Gzvex to Him : He can neither for- cb. 13, 18. 


get them, Nor Miſtake them : They are written in His 
breaſt, and on the palms of His hands, 1(a«4.9.16. 

(;.) To a Great undertaking is required Cowrage, or 
Greatneſs of Spirit, to confront oppoſition, and cut- 
through difficulties : And if this be wanting, all other En- 
dowments will fignifee little , as to ſiccels, And how was 
our Lord and Redeemer qualihed as to this! When He was 
cntring into his paſſion, (2gainſt which He prayed, IF it were 
poſſible, that Cup might paſs from Him: ) He then needed 
Courage in the Abſiractz and we tind That He had it an- 
{werably. In Tſaiah 50. 7, the Prophet brings Him in as 
putting on His Armour of proot : Therefore have I ſet my 
face as 8 Flint, and I know tht T ſhall not be confounded. In 
the greatnets of this His ſtrength, {1d He travel through all 
thoſe Contradictions of Sinners, Temptations, Reproaches, 
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Blaſphemics, &&c. And when His hour was come , He did 
not Recoil, nor hide Himſelf from them No, nor ſtay till 
they came where he was 3 but goes to meet them. And 
though He might have had more than twelve Legions of 
Angels for asking ; He waives their aſliſtance, and in His 
own ſingle perſon , Undertakcs both this World and the 
Powers of darkneſs; yea, and the Wrath of His Father 
tooz Which was much more grievous, and of far Greater 
terrour, than all the Reſt. And in all this, He was Alone, 
there was Noxe with Him. And, that an Angel appear'd to 
Him from Heaven ſtrengthening Him 3 It was rather a To- 
kenand Part of His deep humiliation, ( That the Mighty 
God ſhould feem to want, and ſo admit the profered ſervice 
of His Creature) than a lefſening of His ſufferings, Now, 
all this was for the Procurement of Redemption z And can 
He then be wanting to the Effe&ual application of it ? He 
cangot ſhrink at the ſight of ſtragling parties, that hath 
Won thepitcht battel, and remains abſolute Maſter of the 
Field : For this alſo, we have a ſure word of Prophecy, in 
Wa. 42. 4, He ſhall #98 fail, nor be diſcouraged, until He bave ſet 
Fudgment in the Earth. | 

(5-) Faithfulneſs : This alſo is a grand and Neceſſary 


. qualification for an high Undertaking : And for this our 


Redeemer is alſo ſignally Eminent. To do the Father's 
Will, was That He came for from Heaven : And this was 
His Will , That of all He bad given Him, He ſhould loſe no- 
thing > but ſhould Raiſe it up at te laſt day: that is, That 
He ſhould give them Eternal life as it is In the 17 Fobs 2. 
And we tind Him profelfing, That He had done it according- 
ly, Cv+. 12.) and that He will do it, (V+ 26+) according to His 
Promife ſo often repeated in the 39,40,4454+v. ct Feby 6. 
And He !keeps them, in Faithfulneſs to His truſt 3 viz. 
That the Scripture might be fulfilled. Fudas was let-go , to 


fall by his own tranſgreſſion » Whom (doubtleſs) He could 


and would have kept, as He did the Reſt ; had he been (as 
chey were) committed to His Charge : For, He gives to 
every one , according as He received for them; as is ſeen 
by comparing Pſal. 68, 13. with Epbeſe 4+ $. In _ 
a - 
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place, it is ſaid , He recerved Gifts for Men ; and -in the 0- 
ther, (which isa quotation of the former) He gave Gifts to 
Men: Thoſe therefore for whom He Reccived Eternal life, 
cannot fail of it, unleſs He ſhould fail of His Truſt z which 
indeed He cannot do, for He is Faithfxl mm all His houſe, 
and That as aSox : and joynt-intereſt (you know) is a Na- 
tural and prevalent Obligation to Faithfulneſs. If any 
ſhould offer to diſpoſſeſs Him , He would anſwer as Naboth 
did Ahab, God forbid that T ſhould part with the Inberitance 
of my Father. And His Faithfulneſs further appears, in that 
Hemakes it a Main part of His buſineſs now im Heaven, to 
have this work perfected 3 He ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
for Thoſe He died for , Heb. 7. 25. There is great weight 
put upon this, in Rom. 8. 34, Who is be that Condemneth ? 
It is Chriſt that died 3 yea rather, that is Riſen again—Who 
alſo [maketh Interceſſion | for us. And the ſum of His Prayer 
is, (41) That Thoſe given to Him, might be kept from evil, 
Fobn 17.15 (2) That they might be One in the Father and 
Hinnſelf, v. 21. And (3) That they may be Where Heis , to 
behold His Glory, ve 24. 

Now then, If the Salvation of Thoſe He died for , was 
the End of His death : If it be the Father's Will, that they 
ſhould be ſaved : If alfo this Salvation be the Thing for 
which He prays : And, whatſoever He asketh of God, He will 
give it : It needs muſt follow, That the End of His death can- 
ot be fruſtrate. 


Inferences . 


I. This Dodtrine, holding forth the Impoſſtbility of Fru- 
Krating the end of Chriſt's death; is a Manife(t proof and 
Argument for the Dofrine of Peculiar Redemption (before 
afſerted : ) For It the Salvation of Thoſe He dicd for, was 
the End of His dying 3 and the Intent of His death cannot 
be fruſtrate > Then He bad not im Hiseye and defign, the 
Salvation of them that are Not Saved. 

IL Ir gives Belicvers high encouragement in their Con- 
Aict againſt fm. For, if our old Man was Crucificd with 
Chriſt, That the body of fin might be deſtroyed in us 3 and the 


Intent 
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intcnt of His death cannot be truftrate z Then ſin ſhall not 
have Dominion over yu. Than which there is Nothing more 
ſtrengthens your hands in fighting againſt fin 3 as is Argued 
in Rom. C« 6, I2, 14,and 22, verſes. 

The truth 1s, Ye have nothing to do, (in compariſon) 
but to take the prey : for the enemy is beaten to our hand. 
Eleazar ſlew, and the people return'd after him only to Spoil : 
So is It here ; Our buline(s. now, is, to diſplay our General's 
Trophees z To tell of His Victories , aud prepare our 
{clvcs for His triumph 3 That we may be ſujtable Atten- 
dants on Him at that Glorious and-Jong'd-tor Day. 

Thereare Stragling partics (indeed) who watch for our 
balting 3 and (cldom (elſe) can they have advantage againſt 
us : But their heart is broken 3 and it tollowed in our Cap- 
tain's victorious Name, they'l ſtill be Recoiling 3 Nothing 
daunts them wore than to ſee you ſtand to it : Your Adver- 
ſary would make you a Bridge of Gold, or any thing 3 ( c- 
ven to the half of his Kingdom) ſo you would ſound a Re- 
treat 3 or ſpeak, no more in that. Name.. Gird up therefore the 
loyas of your Mind ; let an holy Magnanimity poſlcls you 3 
as knowing your Conflict ſhall end in your being Crown'd. 
You Run not foran Vycertainty 3 therefore fight not as they 


that beat the air : For, it is Nevertheleſs truc, that your &= 


nemy is ſtubborn » and your conltant purſuit will make him 
deſperate: Since he may not have quarter , hel do all he 
can, Nct to die alone : He will ſftand on his Stamps when 
his legs are off; or lye on his back, and tight : (for his Ma- 
lice is implacable) He will never give=over, till quite out of 
breath; (and yet he will not be quite without , whiles we 
have any 3 We muſt expire tog:ther) But here lies the odds; 
That We, dying in the Conflict, ſhall riſe again with Marks 
of honour and our Laurel hold green to Eternity : yea, 
we ſhall fit with our Glorious Captain in His Triumphal 
Chariot, Rev. 3. 21+ but our enemy lies in eternal filence, 
and his Name ſhall Rot 3 or be Remembred only to Greaten 
our Glory : Only (as bctore,) be ſure you ſtand to ity, ſet 
your face as a flintz as your Lord and Maſter did 3 and 


know , Thatas he was not Confounded, fo neither ſhall 
you: 
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you : All that he had, you have on your fide, and the Merit 
of His improvement addcd to it : What Power the Fathcr 
gave to Him, He delegates to you 3 even a power over all the 
ower of the enemy ASit werean Antidote or Snperſedeas tO 
invalidate a!l that comes againſt you. Whierctore then 
ſhou!d we doubt 2 Though they come about you. like,Becs, 
Ty the Name of the Lid you ſhall deſtroy them. Remember 
the advantages you have 3 Befidcs the bruiting of your ene- 
mie's head, and that incurably 3 your own Head is in Hca- 
ven; and He is there as on a Mount, to behold both yours 
and your encmics poſture, and to ſend-in relief; which He 
never fails to do at a dead lift: And He makes interceſſion for 
you 3 Whiles you are fighting, His hands are up, and never 
weary: and therefore you may be coniident of ſucceſs, It 
wasby virtue of His prayer, that Peters faith. did not fail, 
when there was but an hairs breadth between him and 
death ; The Dcvil Winnow'd, but Chriti ſtood-by, and held Pro, zo. 4. 
the Wind in His fift: The Lord will keep His peop!e, becauſe F*r.31, 10,11» 
He hath Redeemed them. bs a: 
II. Since the Lord hath $9 firmly Sccured the bl:fſceduels Infer. 3. 
of His Redeemed Ones 3 Then let None who hope them= 
ſelves of that happy Remnant, darken their evidences ;: Do 
Nothing , Omit Nothing , whereby your” Intereſt in Re- 
dcmption may 'be rendred doubttul to you; left you !2oſe 
'the Comfort and Strength which the Lord intends His P20- 
ple, by thus firmly inſuring of it. Y = 
IV. This alſo Contirms the Dorines of Peculiar and xyfep, 4. 
Abſolute EleQtion 3 EffeQtual Calling 3 and Final Perſeve- 
rance: As is very obvious to them that will ſeriouſly Mind 
i'. Every of which, hath ſomething of that kind, under 
thole reſpective heads. - 7 
And fo Icome to EffeQtual Calling, as-the next great ct 
fe& of peculiar Redemption. 
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He Dodtrine of Calling, (which I term Efefisl to 
diſtinguiſh it from that which is Outward only , and 
prevails not) reſpe&ts the Means whereby, and the Manner 
how, God's Ele& are aQually prepared for that Salvation 
He hath choſen them to : It is God's revealing His Son ix: 
them 3 and He doth it by the Holy Ghoſt ; whoſe office it 
is, to SanQifie Whom the Father hath EleGed , and Chrilt 
'Redeemed. Theſe three acts of Grace are peculiar to the 
Three Perſons reſpeQively ; as ye have it in ran Ve Is 
Next to the Glory of His Grace, and the honour of His 
Son, the Lord hath placed the Bleſſedneſs of His People, as 
the principal End and Scope of all He hath done in the 


'- Worfd; or will do, till He foldeth it up. It could not 


therefore ſtand with His holy wiſdom, to leave thoſe He 
was pleaſed to chooſe unto Salvation, to the condad of 
their own Underſtanding and Willz with ſuch other helps 
asthey have in. common wich. other Men 3 and thereon to 
hang the'whole of His great defign : For, by (ach a courſe, 
it would not only be fruſtrable, bat certainly defeated. For 
Prevention whereof, and' that the purpole of His Grace 
might ſtand ; He hath made it of the very ſubſtance of Pre- 


. deſtinaticn, to prepare and apply the Means, as well as to ap- 


p1int the Eud 3 which, jn the Sacred Language, is termed, a 
Giving of all things pertaining #0\life aud Godlineſs» 


The Sum of what I intend upon this” Subje@ , is com- 
priſed in this Propoſition ; 7 
That what ever things are requiſite to Salvation , are gt- 
venof God freely, to all the Ele, and wrought effe- 
Gually by the Divine Power z as the neceſſary Means of 
that Salvation, to which He hatb appointed them. 


By [Salvation] here, Tunderſtand, the Saints perfect ſet- 
element 


y 
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tlement in Bleffedneſs and Glory : And, by [[things requi- 
ſite thereto] all thofe Gitts, Graces, and Operations, that 
are any way neceſfary tity their a&ual obtainment of that 
States | 

The [ Divine Power] is that Ability of working, which 
God hath reſerved to Himtelf; and is not Moved or Go- 
verned by the Creature's act, but by the Good pleaſure of 
His Own Will. 


That divess things are Requiſite to Salvation, necds no 
proof : My buſineſs theretore is, to ſhew | 


7. What theſe Requiſites are. 

IT. Whence they come. | 

IT]. To whom they dobelong, and by what Right ? 
IV. The Way and Manner of God's diſpenſing them. 


1. 
What theſe Requiſites to Salvation are« 


They are of three ſorts; Some to bedone for usz Some 
#þon Us, Or 21 us3 and others by us 3 yet ſo, as Not without 
the fp:cial aſſiſtance of that good Spirit who began the 
work, and who weorketh all in all. 

The Great thing to be done for us ( next after EleQti» 
on) is Redemption from ſin; This wasa work of infinite mo- 
ment, and as far above the Undertaking of Creatures For, 

x The Juſtice of God, that muſt be ſatisfied , bya bear- 
ing the Curſe due to Tranſgrefſors : By this, we are ſaved 
from wrath; and without This, Divine Juſtice will not 
open the houfe of His Priſoners. 

__ 2 AllRighteouſneſs muſt be fulfilled, by an abſolute per- 

fect SubjeQtion to the Law : By this we are intereſted in 
Eternal lite z and without it , there is no Entring into 
Reſt. 

3 The Devil (who had the power of death) muſt be 
deſtroyed, and his works of darkneſs ( by which he leads 
captive at his will ) diſſolved 3 That life and immortality 
might be brought to light 3 and the prey delivered. None 
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of which works could ever have been perform*d , but b y 
One of the ſame Nature with the parties peccant or agreſ- 
ſing 3 and yet equal in power and dignity with the Ma- 
jeſty offended : For which cauſe and end it was, That 
God ſent forth his $S9u male of a woraan, and made under 
the law, &c, That what the Law could not do, becauſe 
of its weakneſs through the flcſh, the Son of God in the 
likeneſs of ſinfull A:\h, might condemn fin in the fleſh. 
( This was the proper ſubje& of the former Head. ) The 
end of which Redemption was To bring in the next ſort 
of Things requiſite to Salvation, viz, Such as are to be 
Done upon and in the El:& 3 namely, Their Reconcilement 
to God, and Receiving the Adoption of Sons. This is 
the aQtval performance of what was intentionally in Ele« 
tion, and Virizaly in the death of Chriſt 3 as the neceſſary 
way to their ultimate End. 

The ſum of theſe R<equiſites lies in Faith and Sandifications 
the One imports their Right, the Other their capacity; 
Faith 3»titles, and Holineſs meetens : Both which, though 
exprelſs'd as two, are alwaycs together as if but Oze 3 
and as inſcparable as light from the ſun : and without Thele, 
our little world would til be in darkneſs, notwithſtanding 
all the light that ſhines about us, or within us: Neither 
knowing our danger, nor how to eſcape it. 

1. Faith, This, in generall, is that ſpiritual light in 
which we ſee our ſelves by nature the children'of wrath, 
and wholly unable to change our ſtate 3 and withall, do 
apprehend God Fuſtifying freely by His Grace, through the 
Redemption that is in Feſus Chrijtz and to that eud, do 
Roll our ſelves upon him 3 and give up our ſelves to His 
Laws and Government. It is of the Eſſence of Faith to 
empty the Soul of ſelf; and 

1- Of its own wxderſtanding : It is a beam of 
Divine light , which evidenceth all a Man's natural 
knowledge to be ignorance- and darkneſs . as to Spiri- 
tuall things : The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as of a Faculty 
newly given : and the Nature of its new objects, requires 


itz For, the natural man | cannot | diſcern the wy = 
| God ; 
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God : They that have thebeſt eyes now, were ſometimes 
Darknels. 
2« Faith empties the Toul of its own Righteouſneſs. 
I» By diſcovering the »ncleanneſs of it, Iſa 64+ 5+ 
2+ By ſhewing the necetlity of a Better, Roms 3 . 20+ 
3. In whom this better is to be found, Rom, 1G 4+ 
4+ That it may be attain'd and had; Rom. 3. 25+ 
5. That being attain'd, the Soul is happy, and may 
triumph over all, Rom. $. 34+ 
6. That this better Righteouſneſs and its own cannot 
ſtand together , Gal. 5. 2. Rom. 10+ 3» And then 
3. Thenext work of Faith is, To empty the Soul of its 
own Strength 3 that is, of all confidence in himfelt, as to 
the obtainment of that better Righteouſneſs. He makes 
it ( indced ) his buſineſs, to be ſhut of his own > and mok 
gladly would be Inveſted 8nd clothed-upon with the Righ- 
teouſncls of God; but findes it a matter of tranſcendent 
difficulty : Now he's convinced, *tis no eatie matter to be 
ſaved 3 tince To believe, and to keep the whole Law, are 
things of an c<qual facility, 3, e. They are ( in truth) both 
alike impoſſible to him : He therefore .takes hold of the 1/2 27. 5. 
Strength of God , to work this Faith in him 3 And ſo, 
by a Faith unſeen, believes toa Faith that is viſible : It's 
Faith that is at work all this while, though the Soul knows 
it not till afterwards. 
IT. SarfGification ( or Inherent holineſs. ) This conſiſts 
in the expulſion (or rather ſubduction and bringing under) 
of Ccrrapt nature, by bringing in the Divixe, and ſetting 
it uppermoſt in the Soul : It is an Actual tranſlating of us Col. I. 13. 
out of Satan's Kingdom into His Own : It is, To have Chriſt 
tormed in us; To bear the Image of the Heavenly ::To have 
Diſpolitions according to Godz and an heart after His 
Own. It is ſometimes called Regeneration, or a being borx 
again: The ſeparating a Man from his Old ftockz and graf- 
ting him into the New 3 Whereby the Law becomes writ- 
ten inthe heart: It is alſo called, The P affing away of old 
things, and abevoming New of all. Not that the old facul» 
tices are deſtroyed or blotted out, in Regeneration 3 "_ re- 
uced 


Fehn 3. 7. 
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duced, or Renewed, : ccording to the Image of Him that Cre i 
teth it. As the Body, when 1t ſhall be Regenerated (or rai(- 
£d again ) It ſhall be the ſame that was fowen, but {© chau- 
gcd in its qualities, as if it were another : So, in the Rege- 
neration of the Soul z the ſame Underſtanding, Will, Af-- 
G&ians, Memory, remain but are quite othcrwiſe diſpoſed 
and qualifi:d, according to the New Objc&s thcy are to 
Converl(e with, 1 Fohx 5. 20. | 

And being thus quickened by the Spiritof li 'e from Go3J, 
and ſet upon thcir fect 3 they are capacitated for aCtinn, 
212 in Things to be done by th.m : And now, fay they (as 
Daniel, Now ) let my Lord ſpeak,, frr Thou hajt ſtren;thened 
me: And thence-forth, their work and buimc(s 1s, to Glo 
rifie that Grace that hath ſaved theinz To walk bctore 
God in the daily exerciſe of thole Graces Hz hath given 
them; Toprels after Perfection 3 ( that is )) a Mectnelis tor 
that State of Glory, which theſe thingsare preparatory to 
( which the Scripture calls, A walking worthy of the Lord ,) 
Tofliew forth his praiſes, the virtues of Him that hath cal- 
led them; Making His Law their Rule , and His Glory 
their End above al]; And all in way of datiful Gratitude. 
For, though you may and ought to have reſpect to your 
own Salvation, peace and comfort z yet {o, as to fubſtitut2 
all tothe Glory of God's Grace. And take this, by the way, 
( toencourage you in your duty ) That the Glory of God 
and His peoplc*s bleflednefs, are fo intertwilted, as never to 
be divided : Whiles you keep That moſt dire&ly in your eyc 
and ſcope, your own Concerns are moſt currently going - 
on; They fall-in together, and keep in the ſame Channel. 


IE 
Whence theſe Requiſites to Salvation come ? 


That Feſws Chrift, that Great Fundamental Requiſite, or 
One thing neceſſary, is the Gift of God, ſent into the World 
by Him , and ſet forth a Propitiation through faith in His 
blood, is above all need of proof. But theprefent.enqui- 


ry is, touching the Author of Faith and holineſs; The Eff- 
cient 
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J cient Cauſe of Regeneration 3 Phat Power it is, by which | 
the New Creature is formed and brought forth ? Our Aſer- 
tion is That the Neyy Creature is God's workmanſhip entirely 
and alone. This, the Scripture ſeems evident for : But, be- 
inga Truth unacceptable to Nature 3 And there being fome, 
who Owning the Name deny the Thing 3 we muſt the more 
intently look to the proof of it : and our Argument for it is 
this z That the Mew Creature muft be wronght cither by a 
Divine Power 3 Or, by a Natural power; Or, by the cox- 
currence of b:th together : But, 
I Tt cannot be wrought by a Natural payer, and 
that for theſe Reaſons (among others. 
1. Becauſe it isa Creatrre 3 and of all Creatures the N= Þ@4 
blejt and myſt excellent. All the Virtnufs in the World are not 
able to make an Atom : They may refine and ſnblimare things 
that are: but cannot give the leaſt being to that which is Nor. 
How then ſhould the Natural Man give Being to the New 
Creation ? To ſuppoſe fach a thing, would be a degrad- 
ing to the Divine Nature A ſetting the Image of the Hea+ 
venly below that of the Exrthly : For, He that builds, is | 
worthy of more honor, than the thing that is bailt by #e% 3 3: 
him. 
2. Nothing can afford That it hath not in it ſelf : Now, TT. 
Every Soul in nature 15 Darkneſs, and poſſeft with an habi= 
tual averſion from God : And light is not brought out of 
darkne(sz nor a clean thing out of an Unclean : No man 
will expe& Grapes from thorns: the produd will be ac- 
cording to That of which it is produced 3 Every Seed will 
have its own body 3 An evil Tree cant bring forth good frnit © wanh.7, 18. 
| That which is burn f the Fleſh 3s fleſh, and will never be bet- Foh. 3.6. © 
ter. Therefore the New Creature, being a' Divine Thing, 
cannot be Educed of Natural Principles. 
:» The Natural Man is not only void* of all virtue and 171. 
property that tends to Regeneration 3 but is Oppoſite there- | 
to : To be grafted into the true Olive-tree, 15 contrary tO gym nn. 24 
Nature : He is Exmity againſt God : and' Enmity being'a 
Principle uncapable of Reconcikcthent, it'cannot be ſtippol- 
ed it will help to deſtroy it (clf. They will ur fo'much as 
X 2 ſeek 
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ſeek after God, wor take Him into their thourhts, Satan 
they follow with natural Motion , but as for the word 
of the Lord, they profeſs ſtoutly , They will not bear- 
kea unto it : They have Iwed Strangers , and after them 
they will go : So deſperately wicked are the hearts of Mex : 
They are even made up ot fleſ>ly Inufts, which war againſt 
the Soul, And whatſoever hath reſpe& to its happy Re- 
ſtorement. And this Enmity is maintained and anima- 
ted; 
(1) By the Darkyeſs that is in thera , which all men in 
Nature arc filled with or with falſe lights, which are equal- 
ly Pernicious and obſt:uive to this Work ; By reaſon here- 
of, the moſt glorious objects, though juſt atore them, are 
hid from their eyes They do not, nor they caxxot diſcers the 
Things which are of God: They have falſe Conceptions of evc- 
ry thing, Call Good evil, and evil Good, put light for darkneſs, 
and darkneſs for light ; and the moſt excellent things are com- 
monly furtheſt off from thcir approbation. It's a kuown 
Experiment, That the n.ore Spiritual any Truth is, the 
more Will carxal Reaſon objec againſt it How can theſe 
tbings be? and How can this Man give us of Has fleſh to eat ? 
By aJl the underſtanding that Men have afore Converſion, 
they are but more ſtrong]y prejudiced againſt the Truth: 4s 
17+ 18. 1 Core le 19 =——23» 

(2) This Enmity is farther Confirm'd and Fix'd, by the 
Natsrality of it. Tf it were an Adventitions quality, it might 
poſlibly be ſeparated : But Now it cannot by any humane 
power, And that it is Natwral appcars, in that the Vnrver= 
ſality of Mankind is infe&ed with it : It is not Here and 
There Onez But Alland Every oye: Fews and Gentiles, are 
all under fin : None that #1derſtandeth , None that ſeeket» af- 
ter Gods None that doth good, no net One : Every imaginati- 
04 of their heart is onely Evil, and that continually, Every 
Man is brutifþ, and altogether filthy : and this in their Root; 
Conceiv'd in ſin Go aſtray from the womb, &c. It allo grows 
#p with them, and the /oger it lives the worſe it is, and 


: the more Impregnable ; It 3s not ſubjed to the Law of God, nei- 


ther indeed can be. 
þ be And 
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And though, at times, they look another way ( like 
Bullets of Stone or Lead, which aQed by a foreign power, 
are mounted into the Air } their upward Motion quickly 
ceaſeth, becauſe 1t was not Natzral, They come again to 
their Center of their own accord, and there they will 
live and dic : As was verified in Saxl, Abab, Agrippa, and 
others. 

4+ The New Creature cannot be the Produdt of Natural 1 V+ 
Power, bccauſe every thing is Receiv'd and Improv'd ac- 
cording to the Nature of that which receives it. Plants and 
other Creatures, turn all their Nouriſhment into their own 
Specicsand Property : A Vineand a Thiſtle bothplanted in 
one Soil, have the ſame Sun, D:w., Air, and other Influe 
ences common to both yet, each one Converts the whole 
of that it receives int) its own Subſtance and kind. You 
may Plant and Prune and dig and Dang an evil Tree,beſtow 
what coſt and pains you will upon it 3 itdoes all but enable 
the more pregnant Production of evil fruit : Juſt ſo doth the 
Natural Man, even tur the Grace of Gd into laſeiviouſneſs : Fade ver. 4. 
As to the Pure all things are pure, ſo tothe Impure all things Tit. 1.15, 
are defiled. David by his afliftions learned to keep God's Laws, * = 119. 67, 
but Ahaz treſpaſſed yet m re : Good Joſiah bis beart melts at * ©2522: 
the readingrof the Law , he hx»bles bimſelf and fals to Re- «<, 4,.27,21, 
forming 5 but wicked Jehoiakam, he cuts the Roll in pieces and Fer. 36. 23, 
burns it : Thus Sin, ( 4 e. Corrupt Nature) worke! death by Rom. 7. 8, 10, 


that which is G39ds 


T I. The New Creature is not wrought by the Concur- 
rence of Divine and Natural Poper | together : | 


For, 


1+ The Holy Ghoſt needs no aſtiſtance in His work: Who TI. . 
and Where is he that ſtood up for his help, when He mov- 
ed en the Waters, and brought forth this World into form ? J#8 38 4. 
When He weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the hills in a 
batance? He that made all things of Nothing, cannot be Js 40 12-15. 
ſuppoſed to need theaid of any. As Man had nothing to 
doin the Conception of Chriſt's hamane Nature, but che 
Power of v#he Adoft High was alone in that work; foalfo it is 
X 2 n 
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in forming Chriſt within us. Why ſhould He call in the 
aid of another, unlefs deficient of Himſelf? And He muſt 
greatly be ſireightened that takes-in the help of an 
Enemy. ; 
TT. 2. If the Hely Ghoſt had need of H-lp, the feh af. 
fords Him not the leaſt : For, 
Ros 6. (1) The Natural Man is without (trength : The beſt-Na- 
tur'd Man in the World, until Regenerate, is but Pleſh ; 
And all fleſh is graſs, and the glory of it as the flower cf graſs 1 
which fades ina Moment : It is an Arm tht bath no ſtrength. 
And'it is not on?ly ſo-in it ſelf, but it renders weak and jm- 
potent what ever Relyzs upon ie, cr-may be uſed by ir, for 
any {piritual End. AStraw in the hand of a Giant , will 
make nodceper impretfjon, than if in the hand of a Strip- 
Rom. 8.3 ling: The Law it ſelt, which was ordained to life, is made 
weak, through the fleſh 
(2) The Fleſh is an oppoſite principle 3 at perfe&t enmity 
againlt the Holy Seed 3 ( as you ſee aforc : ) It anſwers as 
Exod. 8 2. Pharaob, IWho is the Lord that T ſhould obey Him ? It's whole 
buſineſs is to. cruſh the workings of the Spiritzand the Con- 
flict ceaſeth not, but in the total Overthrow of the one par- 
ty. The Flefp and the Spirit alwaies have been, are, and wi)l 
"be Two ; Yca, even where the Enmity hath loſt*its d:minion, 
it will maintain a Coxflif to the laſt 3 And if the one fights 
againſt the other, after the New Creature is formed 3 it will 
doubtleſs oppoſe the fieſt formation of it. | 
(3) Tt weſhould ſuppoſe the fleſh able, in any reſpec, 
to giveafliſtance in this work z the Holy Ghoſt would nonc 
2 Cor. 5.169 of its JVhat Concord hath God with Bclial? ſuch Mixtures 
wy -— - are Aborination to Him, : He would not permit His people 
to yoke an Ox and an Aſ5 togetber in p oughing , Nor to ſow 
their Land with divers ſeeds : And it in building an Altar, 
their Tool were lift up upon it, the Lord reckons it dehi- 
led. Exod. 27-25. | 
(4) Suppoſe a pollibility of Conjun&ion, What would; 
be the ifſue of it ? Fen the Sons of God went in to the damgh- 
ters of men, Gyants were born to them, Gen.5.4, It Crea-» ; 
tures vf ſeveral kindes (hoald couple together, what can 
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be produc'd, but a Monſter in Nature ? ſuch Monſtcrs(in 
Spirituals) arc hypocrites, and temporary bdievers 3 In 
whom therc is ſomething begotten on the will of Man, 
by the Comnion ſtrivings and inlightenings of the Spirit; 
which attains to a kind of formality z but proves ( in 
the end) a Jump of dead fleſh; -it never comes to bea 
New Creature 3 as you {ce in Herod and Aegrippa. An Owl's 
egg, though hatcht by a Dove or Eagle z will prove but 
a Night-bird 3 The Secd of the bond- woman will be Carnal, 
though Abraham himſelt be the father of it. 

A little furthcr to illuſtrate this Truth 3 lIct us briefly re- 
view, What things in the world, that are Cummon to 
Men, can be ſuppoſed to influence their hearts ſo as to 
bring them to God; They may all be Reduced to hve 3 
A proſperous Condition , Aﬀictions, The Word of God, 
The ſtrivings of the Spirit, and Miracles . | 

1. Proſperity : This, we find , hath wot done it: How 
many have bcen the worſe, and how few ( if any ) the 
better for it? Feſharun waxed fat and kicked : In the time 
of the Judges, when ever they had rcſpite from trouble 
they preſently fell to idch'ry : when Vzz3i2zh was ſtrong, 
his heart was lified up to his deflruttions The Papacy, 
at this day, and for Centuries paſt; whoin ſach fplen- 
did proſperity, and who fo wicked ! They are not i trouble 
like other Mcn, thcar cyes ſtand oat with fatneſi, &c, But 
are they bettcred by it? No, Pride compaſſeth them abont 
like a chains, and they ſet thiir Maths againtt the Heavens. 
Let favour be ſhewed to the wickeds yet will ke not. karn 
Rightcouſnets, NT 
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Deut 32-15. 


2 Chy.26, 16. 
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Iſa.26.19» 


2. Afflictions and Judgments will not do it. 'It apptars -/ 


by Amos, Che 4-ver.6 =11+ Thatthat people were loaded 


with variety of judgments 3 yet they turned not to Him that © 


ſmote them The more they were ſtricken , the mre they 
revoltcd. The Lord was wroth with Ephraim, avd ſmete him ; 
He hid His face from Him, and was wroth © ( which, if any 
thing, thould have Moved him :) But what cares Ephrainn ? 
He went on frowardly in we way of bis Hearts The Jewes 
continue to this day, in their unbclietz though wrath be 
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zer.41 pf them, on the very Morrow, they are at it againz And 


A Prattical Diſcourſe 


come upon them to the uttermoſt. The Antichriſtian world, 
when vials of wrath were powred forth upon them 
they blaſphemed God, and Repented not : Bray a fool in a 
Aortar, yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart from hin. 

3+ The Ford of God, and his Ordinances 3 Neither is 
it in theſe, to turn the heart back again. Of this, the 
people of Iſrael are a pregnant example : To them were 
Committed the Oracles of G14, No Nation had God ſo nigh 
tent, as they 3 and yet the moſt tubborn ſiift-necied people, 
that ever the earth bore. The Lord ſends them His prophets, 
riſing early and ſending : And ce how they'r wy ! Firſt, 
they ſleight His Meſſengers, and ſendthem away empty : Then 
they fall to beating and impriſoning of them: yea,they proceed 
farther( for this cnmity knows no bounds) Some they Stoxed 3 
Others they ſlew with the Sword : When was there One 
that eſcaped them ? At laſt, He ſends them His $9x 3 Suarcly , 
they'l Revirence Him ! No, This is the heir 3 Come, let us 
kill Him : And thus they went-on Till there was no remedy. 

4+ The World of Ungodly tn Noab's time; Afﬀter war- 
ning of the flood, they had the Spirit of God ſtriving with 
them Sixſcore years together : And yet , Not a Man in the 
whole Univerle prevailed-upon. The pzople in the Wilder- 
neſs , How many wayes did the Lord ſtrive with them, 
by mighty deliverances, terrible Appearances, Mercitul Pro- 
vidences, Dreadfull Judgments 3 And this, Fourty years to- 
gether ! and yet, (till they went-on Rebelling againſt Him , 
and vexing his holy Spiri!, 

5. Miracles will not do it : What a Multitude of Theſe, 
mingled with Judgment, where ſhewn upon Pharaoh ! 
All which did but further harden him. Then the People 
in the Wilderne(s; Take but that one Inſtance of Korab 
and his Company 3 The Earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed. 
xp the chief of the Mutincers, with all that they had; 
They went alive into the Pit : Two hundred and fifty more 


ww conſumed by fire from Heaven : Which one would 


- think ſhould cauſe them to fear the Lord , and do no 


more preſumptuouſly 3 and yct , the next thing we hear 
that 


-# 
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All which conſidered, and laid together It follows with 
much evidence, 


1IT. That the New Creature is the Prodult of Divine 
Power alone, 


The Evangeliſt Fohy is clear on our fide, touching this Q- 
riginal and Pedigree of it 3 Both Whence it is zot, and | 
whence it is : It 3s bor (1) not of blood; It belongs not to, Fob.t-12, 
nor is brought forth in, any as they are Men , made of fleſh 
and bloodz Nor as they are Abrahem's ſeed according to the K0.9-7« 
fleſh : Nor (2) is it born of the will of the fleſh, The carnal 
and ſenſual affeQtions have nothing to don the ſpirituial 
birth : Nor (3) of the will of Max : The rational faculties, 
by which Men are ſet above the Rank of other Creatures 3 
theſe do not contribute towards our Divine Sonfhip : But 
(4) It is of God: 3.e- It is His Work aloe and the Natu- 
ra] Man has nothing to do in that birth : he is perfe#ly un- 
attive in it , even as the Dry bones in cauſing themſelves ro Exek:; 37: 5, 9, 
Live: Oras Lazarns in Reviving himſelf; of whom it is 14s 
ſaid , He that was dead came-forth bownd hand and foot : 7p, 15.444 
Which was ſuch a Demonſtration of Divine Power, that : 
the Phariſees themſelves acknowledge , If they now let Him v.49. 
alone, all men will believe in Him- ( And if it were not ſo, 
the Lord alone ſhould not be exalted) And with this falls- 
in that other beloved Diſciple James, Of His own will be- Fame 1.18. 
gate He ns : 7. e. By His Own Divine Power , He forms and 2 Per-1:3 
brings Forth the New Creation, without any aſfiſtance from 
the Old; or Cooperation of it. Peter, he alfo tells us, I: is 
born of Tncorraprible Seed : And John, agen, That Tr 3s born 1, Fet-123+ 
of the Spirit : which is, plainly, to be of the Off-ſpring of JE 
God. Of like tenour is that of the Prophet , Thow haſt 1/4.25-12% 
wronght all onr works in ns 3 and that of Paul, We are his £09 21% 
workmanſhip ; As alſb That of the Pfalmift , It ir He that pſ.je9 2. 
hath made ws (and not we our felves) His people. We find it | 
here, and in Fohy, exprefſed both Negatively and Poſitive= 
Iyz as pmpoſely and tor ever to exclude what-ever is in 
Man, trom being jo mach as gle contributary to the 
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New Creation and that the whole Work might be Fa+ 
ther'd upon God »xly; Which is indeed, the natural Reſult 
of all thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of this Work under the 
Notion of a Creatures which neceſſarily implies, That the 
whole of It, both Matter and Form, is from the Creatour : 
(For, in truth, a Creatzre's foundation is Nothing, beſides 
tbe good pleaſure of God.) It may turther be Noted, That in 
James, The Father of Lights is aid to beget it 3 and in-the 
Galathians, Jeruſalem which is above, is ſaid to be the Mother 
of it: and in Fob (as afore) that It is bor of the Spirit : 
And, it Father and Mother Begetter and Bringer-forth, arc 
both in Heavey > what ſhall the Man of Earth found his 
pretcnfions upon, as to the Parentage of the New Creature ? 
And further, It is worthy of Remark, 
1+ What ſort of Tyſtruments were inoftly uſcd -in this 
Work Not the Leayxed, but Tllizerate Men: And of 
Theſe, ſuch moſt eminently , as . had neither elegancy of 
2 Cor.10, 19% Speech, Nor Majeſtick preſence : And the End of this was, 
| That jt might appear, and Men might be Convinced, That 
x Cor42. 3:415+ their Faith ſtood not in (was neither made nor maintain'd by) 
the wiſdom of Men, but the Power of God. 
2+ The natural unaptneſs of the Perſons (commonly) 
wrought upon, to Receive thoſe high-bora Principles : Not 
many of the IViſe and Noble z but the poor, baſe, and fooliſh 3 
(i. c. In compariſon of Others) And why Theſe ? Truly, it 
was to make good the Truth that's here aflerted, viz. That 
« Corgy,26,27+ 0 fleſh might Glory in His preſence. And yet likewiſe take 
Notice, That the JY3ſe and Noble were not excluded z Wit- 
neſs the wite of Herod's Steward , Foſepb, Nicodemusr,,and 
Ag 137% Sergius Paulus, a Prudent Man : Which further illuſtrates 
the Power of God, in that He did , by thoſe weak and 
contemptible Mcans, bring-in alſo ſuch as Theſe. : 
| 3+ The Scripture's ſo emphatically aſcribing the Work 
FB -- unto.God : which kind of aſcription, were very impro- 
per, it Faith and Holineſs were things ſo-Common, and ca- 
lily attain'dz and the Natural Man, {o Able and Virtuousan 
Engine in that Work, as moſt Men imagine. Pal ftiles it, 
Gf, 2 122 The Faith of the Operation of God: Iſaiah makes it _ 
<g RT ent. 
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and put-forth to'the #tmſt : )-Our Saviour , He attributes 
it to God the Father, as [Lord of Heaven and Earth: ] And 
Paul, agen, To the exceeding Greatneſs of His Mighty Power, 
even the ſame by which He raiſed Feſus Chriſt fromthe Dead 3 
Even They, when the ſins cf all His Pcople lay upon Him; 
And all the Malice, Strength, and Subtilty, of the Powers 
of Darkneſs, were up in Arms againſt it ; Which was, In- 
deed, the higheſt Indication of Divine Power , that ever 
was put-forth, or ſhall be. 


TIF. 


Our next Enquiry 1s, J#/ho thoſe bleſſed Ones are to 
whom theſe Requiſites to Salvation do belong ? and by 
what Title ? 


| The Anſwer is, They all do belong to Eledt Perſons , and 
Thst in right of their Elefions | 
To put Effects in the place of Cauſes; and Cauſes, of 
Effcats3 is a great abſurdity in Natzral things : and yet, 
how prone are we toit, in Matters of Divine Concern- 
ment ! which chiefly comes from the pride of our Spirits 3 
who fain would be Some-body in procuring our own hap- 
pineſs; and do therefore aſcribe it to auy Cauſe, rather 
than That which is proper to it. This i5 a Great Evil; and 
the more perilous and catching, becauſe eſpouſed by Some 
of no-common- profeſſion 3 and That with great preten- 
ces of Reaſon for it. To Refute which, your moſt rational 
courſe will be To ſearch and conſult the Scriptures; whoſe 
teſtimony and right Reaſon, do always ſort-together : And 
if by th:s Aſcent you follow Salvation , and all the Con- 
ducements thereto, up to their Headz you ſhall find them 
all to be intirely and abſolutely of -God , and contained in 
the ſame Decree : And conſequently , That Faith and Holi- 
neſs axe the Effet and certain Conſequent of Elefion 


The genuine Import of Scripture-Salvation, is broad and | 


comprehenſive 3 extending to all manner of Requiſites, 
which any way conduce to the perfe& accompliſhment of 
ST 2 the 
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the thing it ſelf : Outward Salvation , what ever belongs 
to the Outward Man's preſervation; As Water , Bread, 
Walls, Bulwarks, &c. iſa. 26.1. Salvation will appoint Walls 
and Bulwarks : i e. The promiſe of Salvation, implies and 
carries in it, all things pertaining to Safety : So, Spiritual 
| Salvation, what ever pertains to Blefſedneſs and Glory as 
h | Redemption, Faith, Holineſr, and Holding-ont to the End : 
Any of which being abſent , would invalidate all the reſt ; 
As one Round of a Ladder pluck*d-out, hinders your aſcent 
to the Top. It One gives me a piece of Land that is . 
round-incloſed 3 the Law givesme a Way to it (though no 
expreſs mention thereof in my Deed) fo as to take the pro- 
fits: Otherwiſe, litle would his Gift ſignifie to Me ! Sal- 
vation is That the Ele are endowed with z Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, the neceſſary Way to their actual poſſeiſion : And 
therefore, Theſe they mult be ordained unto (and are) as 
well as to Salvation it ſelf : For , being Predeſtivate to the 
-— ag Adoption of Sons, and to be conformed to the Image of 
1 Joh. -R Chriſt, (which is not perfe&ly accompliſhed till His ap- 
| pearing inGlory) they muſt be Predeſtinate alſo to all thoſe 
intermediate Diſpenſations and Graces, which are requiſite 
| thereto : For, Right to the Er, gives Right to the Means : 
\ They are thercfore ſaid to be Choſen to Salvation [through] 
2 Theſe2.13. S andification of the Spirit,and belief of the Truth. In order of 
Intention, God wills the End firſt, and then the Means 3 In 
order of Execution , the Means firſt, as dire&ive to That 
Re. 8.30, End : The Exd is the cauſe of the Means, and Ele0;on 

Eph.e, 4,8, 10; the Cauſe of them both. 

The Promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's Seed , did virtus 
ally contain what ever muſt come between the making of the. 
Promiſe , and the final performance of it; As (1) To 
multiply his Seed into a Nation. (2) To keep Eſar, Laban, 
and Others, from hurting them. (3) To provide for them 
in time of famine. (4) To preſerve and increafe them in 
Egypt, notwithſtanding the Egyptians craft and cruelty to 
ſuppreſs them. (5) To bring them forth with an high 
hand, in contempt of Pharaoh's Reſolvedneſs againſt it, 
aud his Potency to withſtand it. . (6) To divide - = 

| | ore 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 


before them , and provide them a Table in the WilderneS. 
(7) To cauſe their Enemies hearts to faint, and become as 
Water. ($8) To ſend the Hornet before them; and to fight 
for them, &'c. ( For Otherwiſe, the Lord's giving them 
Canaan, had been but as the Pope's giving England to the 
Spaniard, that is, If he could get it: ) And laſtly, To par- 
don their manifold great and high provocationsz by which 
they expoſed themiclves to wrath and extirpation daily : 
So is it in the Caſe of Ele&ion 1 It draws with it even All 
that is tendent tothe Saints actual Inveſtiture with Glory. 
The Apoſile therefore linketh Eternity paſt with Eternity to 
come : He makes Elefion and Gloyification the two extream 
points of the Compaſs 3 Calling and Juſtification ( which 
are parts intermediate ) he founds upon the Firſt, in order 


to the Laſt z and gives you their Set-courſe, in Rom. $. 38: 


IV hom He did Foreknow, Them alſo He did Predeſtinate: ( To 
what? ) to be conformed to the Image of His Soy And 
whom He did Predeſtinate , them alſo He Called ; ( And what 
did He Call them to ? He Called them to Holineſs, to Glory 
and Virtue : ) And whom He Called, them alſs He Fuſtified 
and Glorified : Theſe All do belong to One and the fame 
perſons , and that by virtue of the Decrcez and no one of 
them did ever go alone. - | | 
The like Succeſſion of Cauſes and Effects ye have in the 
16th of Ezekiel, The.Lord finds them in their blood, that 
15, in their natural condition : He enters into Covexant with 
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Ezek. 16.6» I2- 


them, and makes them His Ownz (chere*s Ele&ion:) Then 


He Waſhes them, and that throughly 3 (there's their Juſtifi- 
cation : ) And then Adoras them , ( there's their SanRifi- 
cation 3 ) which always is Conſummated in Glory. 

In the 17th of the A&s, ye have Pawl preaching at Theſ- 
ſalonica : . The ſame DoGrine was propounded to all inde- 
finitely 3 (and it muſt be fo, for the Miniſter knows not the 
Ele& from other Men ) But the Holy Ghoſt , who ſearch- 
eth the deep things of God, and hath the Management of this 
Work committed to him , He knew the Elet by Name, 
and accordingly took them z Gather'd them One by One 
(each One in his proper time) ard open's their Egr to diſci- 
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plinez Making them That they were Choſen unto. And 
che ſame Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians , where 
he Celebrates the effe&s of this Sermon, brings in their Ele+ 
Gon as the Cauſe of their Converſion 3 Knowing, Brethren 
beloved, your Eleftion of God, [For| our Goſpel came not to 
you in Word ozly, (as it did- to others) bat in power : $0 1n 
the Acts, As many as were. Ordained to Eternal life, belte« 
ved: And the Lord added to the Church daily, ( whom die. 
He add? ) ſuch as ſhould be Saved. Effetiual Calling 15 2 
ſure Demonſtration of Ele, and the hit Effe& by which 
it can be known. 
That precious Faith through which we are Saved, is ob- 
tained through the Righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Je- 
Jus Chriſt, 2.Pet. 1. 7. (1)1t is given through the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God the Father; and fo, it either reſpe&ts His 
Ordaining us to Eternal lite ; In which A& He did impli- 
citely engage Himſelf to give us Faith , (which may there- 
fore be called The Faith of God's Elec : ) Orelfe, it reſpects 
His promiſe made to Chriſt, That ſetting His Soul an Offer- 
ing for fin, He fpould ſee His ſeed: Or it may be intend- 
ed of both. (2) The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is concerned 


- in it two ways (1) As the Meriting or procuring Cauſe 
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1 Cor 1.18, 


thereof; and fo, this Faith bclongs, of Right, to every one 
He died for , according to Phil.1.29. Or(2) As He is that 
faithful Servant, who gives to every One according as He 
hath received. of the Father for them. In all which re- 
pcs, it evidently flows from Ele&ion. To confirm 
which, he fays expreſly in his former Epiſtle , That they 
were Elefied unto Obedience , and ſprinkling of the 'blood of 
Feſus Chriſt : 1 Pet, 1.2. Sn, in the x1 to the Ephel. The 
Alyſtery of His Will 3s aid to be Made known to them , Ac- 
eording to His good pleaſure which He had purpoſed in Him- 
ſelf. The ſame Intendment we have in the Corinths 3 The 
preaching of the Goſpel is to them that periſh, fooliſhneſs; but 
to Us who are| Saved, |it is the Power of God: And in Timothy, 
IWho hath' $aved] us, and Called us with an Holy Calling : 
In both places, Saving is put aforc Calling and then it 
mult beatore Faith : And how Men are Saved before they 

Believe, 
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menfurate with EleQion ) doth not appear to us Tv 
purpoſe *ris further Obſervable, that in Rome. 3. the Apoltic 
ſets Predeftination afore Calling, as in Timothy, and the Co- 
rinths, he doth Saving 3 And in Rom. 9. He puts Calling 
a tenſe ſubſequent to Elefiou or Preparing unto Glory- | 

The Apoſile Fude, his ſentence alſo accords with 1t 3 He 
directs his Epifile To them that are Santtified by God the Fas 
ther, And Preſerved in Jeſus Chrift, and: Called: Where, by 
[SanTified] he means ["'EleGed| ſeparated or ſet apart : In 
this {enſe the word is uſed elſewhere , where it will not ad” 
mit of any other: Exod. 31. 15, 1 am the Lird that "dot 
SanGifie you; And more plainly in Numb. 8. 17, All th* 
Firſt-bern of the Children of Iſrael are Mine : On the day th* 
I ſmote every Firſt-born in the Land of Egypt , I [ Sandiified 
them for my ſelf : Here no other thing but Chooſing , Select” 
ng, Or Setting apart, can be intended : And I fee no Rea 
ſon, why it ſhould not be ſo underſtood in that of Jude: 

And it is termed an Holy Calling, Not only as it Calleth 
us to Holineſs z but, asit 15 Sacred, Peculiar, Set apart, and 
appropriated to an Holy People, viz. Thoſe whom the Lord 
hath fet apart for Himſelf : Whoſe Eternal Sanifying 
them in His Deoree, was the Original Cauſe of their being 
Sanctiticd Atually, He loved them with an Everlaſting loves 
and | therefore] with loving kindneſs doth He draw them : And 
this their AGual SanQihcation is ſo indubitable a Conſc- 
quent of the Decretive, and ſo Appropriate to the ſame per- 
{ons that the ſame word is uſed tor both, as it is alſo for 
Redemption For their ſakes (lays Chritt)I SanGify my Self, 
Job. 17-19. A lightſom Inſtance of this, we have in Numb. 
I 1-26. Eldadand Medad, (though they came not up to the 
Tabernacle with their Brethren; yet) being of them that 
were [ WV/ritten] the Spirit came-upon them , and they Prophe- 
eied in the Camp : Eleion finds out Men when they think 
not of it. So, the Lord tirſt Determines Feremy to his Of- 
ficez Then puts-forth His hand and fits him for his Work : 
Even Chriſt Himſelf was firſt appointed to His Mediatory 


Oftice 3 And then the Spirit came upon Him, becauſe ſo ap- 
pointed 
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'Quer. T4 the x John 16. it is ſaid, That to them which 
Received Him, He gave power to bccome the 
Sons of God : which ſeems to put their believing 
before their Sonſhip. | 


Sol. Albeit , that Faith goes afore the Maniftftation of 
our Sonſhip, yet not afore our $9uſhip it ſelf : The Adoption 
of Sons is That we were Predeſtinated=te, before the foundation 
of the World, Eph. 1. 4 and 5. That ( therefore ) in oh, 
muſt be underitood with that of Moſes , when he :pleads 
with = for His preſence with Hrs People So ſhall we be 
epaxated from all the People that axe ox the face of the Earth : 

_ 4 wy euch morn. was Now to be made; It was 

Pent,q.6, done afore, Levit. 20, 24+ But, his meaning is , That by the 

Lord's going with them , this their Separation ſhould be 

Manifeſted. The ſame ſenſe of the word, ye have in Mat- 

Matth;s.44. thew 5, Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that Curſe you; That 

ye may be (that is, that ye may appear to be) the Children of 

V. 45s your Father which is in Heaven : In like Manner We be- 
come the Sous of God by Faith : Gall. 3. 26+ 

The budding of Aaron's Rod , was not the Cauſe of 

X#nb.17.ss God's Chooſing him to the Prieſthood Nor the falling of 

As 1. 24,26, the Lot upon Saxl, and afterwards upon Matthias , the 
Reaſou Why God deſigned them the One to the Kingdom , 
and the other to the Apoſileſhip; They were both ap- 
pointed before, and thoſe Events were but the Effe&s of 
that their fore-eppointment , and Evidences of it. So, the 
Giving of the Spirit is that which follows Elefion ; Be- 

Gall.g.5. cauſe Sons, God bath ſent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, Although the Manifeſtatiou of our Adoption , and 

Ephit. 4,5,9,11 Our altual enjoyment of its privileges, are 3x time; yet, 
the Thing it ſelf is from Everlaſting. 

Purſuant to this, our Saviour manifeſts the Father's name 

Foh.17.6,8, tothe Men He had given Him out of the World, And Theſe 
ch.10426, 29, recetve 2t : The Sheep hear his woice, and follow Him : Of 9- 
thers he ſaich expreſly, Ye believe nov, becanſe ye are not of my 

ch, 8,47). Sheep: Hethatis of God, hbeareth God's word; ye therefore 
hear them not, beenuſe ye are wat of God, The ſame — 

e 
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He gives for His different Miniſtration towards #5 own, Mar. 13.1. 


and Others; To the One it wasi giver | ro kxow the Ayjte- 
ries of the kingdom of God; To the other, it was! ner 'given : 
And therefore, having ended His parables, He diſmiſſes the 
Alultitude, as having noe more for them; but to His 
Diſciples He expoundeth every thing in private: and ye 
ſee, He puts it upon Elef#1ozz, as that which had inveſted 
them with this prerogative above the Reſ#, [To you it 15 
given] 4.e, It belong'd to them by God's Donation and 
appointment : They are firſt Saints by Eledtion, Ther 
Saints by Calling, 

When Chriſt appeared to Paul going to Damaſcus, they 
that were with Him, were all in a Maze; A voyce they 
heard, but knew not what it ſpake : Why ſo, ſince they 
were as likely to yeild as he ? Truly, it was not intended 
for them ; and therefore, their Ears werenot boared, Nor 
the ſpeech directed to them, but to Paul; and to Paul by 
Name: But why to Paulabove the Reſt, ſince he was the 
Ringleader and Chief Perſecutor in the Company ? Paul 
was a Choſen Veſſel; And this, in brief, was the Reaſon 
of it, as you have it recorded in As 22.14, The God of 
our Fathers bath choſen thee, [_T hat thou ſhouldeſ# know Hu 
w:ll.} 

The Jews had many Means of knowing the 2eſſiah, 
and Inducements to believe in him, which the Gentiles had 
not; And yet, Theſe embrace the Goſpel, whiles the Fews 
Reject it : Thoſe who ſought after Righteouſneſs, fell ſhort 


of it; when Thoſe who ſoxght it not, attain'd it : For the Rom.10.20, 


bottom-Reaſon of which different Diſpenſation We are 
referr'd to Eleftion, Row.11.7, The Elettion hath obtained, 
and the Reſt were blinded. 

How variouſly are ſeveral Men affeted in hearing the 
ſame word/ The Sheep and the Reſ# , have both the ſame 
Outward means: One NegleGts it; (attends not at all, or 
Regards not what he hears :) A ſecond quarrels it; (as the 
Fews often did :) A Third is perſwaded almoſt ; (as Agrip- 
pa was, and thoſe that would hear Pau! agen of that Mat- 


ter:) A Fourth is Prickedin the heart, and — 
Z t's 
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It's a ftumbling-block, to ſome, Fooliſhneſs to Others, And 
to ſome 'tis the Power of God; And theſe ſome] are ſuchas 
were Eleited; of Thoſe to whom the Promiſe was made ; 
and are therefore termed The Called according to His Pur- 
poſe, Rom. 8. And agen, in2 Tim. 1.9, They are faid to 
be Called according to His own Purpoſe and Grace which 
was given them in Chriſt before the World began : They are 
firſt Choſen, and then Cauſed toapproach unto God, 

There is almoit no end oof Scriptures to tnis purpoſe : I 
{hall inſtance one more, ſo cloſe up this Particular, All the 
bleſſings which the Saints are blefled with z time; are all 
beſtowed according to God's Decree of Election, before 
time; as is maniſeltfrom Eph.1.ver. 3,4,5. Where I ob- 
ſerve, 1. That Election gocs afore the Actual Donation 
of Spiritual bleſſings ; For, T hee are given z» time ; That 
was afore time; And That which comes Afrer, cannot be 
the Cauſeof That which went Afore it: One Effect may 
be the Cauſe of another ; hut not the Cauſe of That which 
cauſed it ſelf. 2. That the Aitual Donation of Spiritual 
bleſſings, is according | ro Elettion: 1.e, Elettion is the 
Rule by which the Diſpenſation 1s guided : It is Adequate 
with Election, and Anſwerable thereto, even as the Im- 
preſſion 1s to the Printing-Types; Or, as the faſhion of 
Davids body, to the platform thereof in God's book ; and 
the Tabernacle tothe patern ſhewn in the Mount ; Accor- 
ding to which, all things were made, as well in reſpect of 
Number Weight and Meaſure, as Form and Figure. Spi- 
ritual bleſſings are not given to One Aore or Fewer, or in 
other manner, but juit as Election hath laid it forth : 
Whichalſo is further confirm'd by Rev.21.27, Where we 
finde, That None are admitted into the Holy City, but: 
whoſe Names were written in the book, of life ; And Whoſo- 
ever was not found written in that book, was caſt into the 
lake of fire, chap.20.15. Which ſhews, That at the latter 
day, it will be taken for granted, That as many as. were or- 
dained to Eternal life, believed; And thatall andevery One 
without the liſt of EleCtion, dyed in Unbelief';.'That zhe 
Eleltion obtained, and the Reſt were blinded, Therefore, 

Faith 
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Faith and Holineſs are not the Cauſe, but the Certain effect 
and :nſeparable Conſequent of Elettion. 


IV. 


Our laſt Enquiry 1s, Of the Way and Manner of 
God's Diſpenſing ſpiritual Bleſſings * And 
that 1s, EffeFually and Freely. 

I. EffeFually. 
The Soul is not turned to God by a Twyne-Thread ; 


I71 


Nor doth the Lord content Himſelf, with Wiſhing ana 


Woulding that it might be fo, after the manner of Men ; 
who either are /zd:fferent in the thing, Or havenot Where- 
with to Effect their deſires : Nor merely by propounding, 
Moving and {triving, by Moral Suaſions, Inſtructions , 
Threatnings, and the like ; (whichare of little avail with 
a dark Underltanding and fixed enmity, which every Na- 
tural Man is acted by : ) But, by the putting-forth of a 
Power Invincible; A Power that will not be ſaid Nay ; but 
what it Wills, That it will doe; What it undertakes, it goes- 
thorow with. Todoe a thing Efeltally, is todoe it Per- 
fettly, T horowly, Succeſsfully ;, that is, So to uſe and ap- 
ply the Means, that the End deſigned is ſurely brought- 
to-paſs; And this, Notwithſtanding all the Weakneſs, 
Averſneſs, and Repugnancy of the Carnal Mind againtt it, 
I might produce Inſtances not-a-few, touching God's 
Effeftual Working to bring-about things of leſler Moment: 
How unwilling was AZoſes to be His Meſſenger to Pharaoh? 
So oppolite to it, That when he had no farther plea nor ex- 
cuſe to make, he carries it Perverſly towards the Lord ; 
(ſend by the hand of him whom thou ſhouldeſt ſend :) But 
having deſigned him for the Work, He leaves him not, un- 
til He had won himto it. So, Pharaoh reſolv'd he would 
not let the people goe; But, / will ſtretch out my hand, 
(faies God) and he ſhall let you goe;, Much more will He 
make His Arm bare, for the ſalvation of His Choſen. 
And it mult be ſo done, 
Z 2 1, Becauſe 


Exod.3 & 4. 


chap.4.v.13s 
Ver.18, 


Ver, 20s 
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I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the Elect ſhould be in no better 
condition than Other wmezx ; For, until converſion, Satan 
hath as fait ho'd of them as of the Reſt, Adam's fall was 
the Devil's Maiter-peece ; To bring men into his own 
condemnation, is the Trophee he glories ta 3, and being a 
Prince both proud, ſubtile, and linperious, you may not 
think he will be Zaffed, or Corplimented out of his hold : 
Intreaties, Menaces, and force of Arguments, are of no 
weight with him ; Helaughs at your itrong Reaſons, and 
Counts them but rotten wood ; Feſw#s I know, and His 
Spirit I know ; but what arc theſe / Nothis kind goes not 
forth by conſent ; Nothing will move him, but char Power 
which Heaven and Earth do bow under : He that made 
him, (and he onely) can cauſe his ſword to approach unto 


- him, and take the Prey from this Terrible One : And for 


this it was, that our Saviour tells the Apoſtles, ( when he 
ſends them to r#rz en from Satan unto God) That all po- 
wer in Heaven and Earth was committed to him : And that, - 
in this power He will be with themto the end of the World 
Which was( indeed ) but Needfull ; For, they had ſurely 
Son on a ſleeveleſs errand, (a weak and fruitleſs deſign, ) 
if Chritit himſelf rs ipower'd had not gone with them. 
And for the Elect themſelves, They are (of themſelves ) 
no better diſpoſed to this work, than thoſe that Never ſhall 
be wrought-upon : They are Enemies in their minds, Dark: 
neſs, Dead in ſins, and Children of wrath, even as Others : 
And thts they are by Nature: Their State, therefore, could 
never bechanged, if a Power Invincible and Invincibly Re- 
ſolvedin what It undertakes, were notengagedin-it, And 
hence it ts, that we find thoſe Imperial terms will '|and 
[Ye ſhall) ſo much in uſe about this Matter. Thws the Lord 
began with the Serpent ; ( which was a leading Caſe to all 
that follows, ) 1: { ſhall} bruiſe thine bead : In which com- 
pendious word, the deltruction of Satan and Sin, is effectu- 
ally provided for : And elswhere He ſpeaks as much for 
quick'ning the Soul ; 7 [will] put my Spirit within you, 
and {cauſe | you to walk, in My Statutes ; Yel ſhall | be my 


People, and I [Will )be your God ; They ſhall) Return unto 
| we 
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me with their whole heart; (with many Others.) The Lord 
{ti]l utters Himſelf in tearms of Omporency, as putting- 
forth an Almightinefs of Power 5 which, as it needs nor, 
ſo it will not, ( yea, it cannot, with a Salvo to his honour ) 


admit theleatt Dependence upon Created power, to make 
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it ſucceſsfull : Hs word ſhall not Return unto himwoid ; It Iſn.s5.11. 


ſhal accompliſh that which Hepleaſeth,and proſper in the thing 


whereto He ſends it : He that was dead, comes forth at his [chn,11.44. 


word, though bound hand and foo. 

II. Converſion 1s a Creation-work,; which (though done 
by degrees) mult be gon-thorow with, and that by Him 
who layd the foundation ; Orall the foregoing parts ( for 
want ofa Cap-ſtone) will moulder and come.to nothing. 
As when Adam was to be made, The Lord firſt prepares 
the Earth ; then moulds it in ſuch a form ; and then breathes 
into himthe breath of life ;, E\s, that /ump had never been a 
living Soul : So, inthe New Creation ; The Lord works, 
and goes-on to work, and leaves it not, until He hath ſet it 
Soing. Hedothnot onely cauſe the light to ſhine into dark- 


II. 


neſs ; but gives withall a ſuzrable underſtanding ; a faculty 1 Joh.5.20. 
connatural with the objeCt ; as without which, the dark- Joh.1.5, 


neſs would never comprehend it. Exzekzel might have pro- 
phecied till Doom's day, ere thoſe dry bones would have 
liv'd, ifthe Lord Himſelf had not caſed breath to enter in- 


to them : And, probably, He is called The Father of lights, ſam. 1.17. 
(plurally) to denote, that as well the light comprehending, 2 Cor.q.s. 


(or capacitating our comprehenſion) is from God ; as That 
to be comprehended : In His light we ſee light. 

I TI. God's Efeftual Working in this Matter, and the 
Neceſſity of His ſo working, may alſo he Argued from the 
common ſenſe of thoſe already wrought upon, and brought- 
in; by whoſe Praycrs and Confeſſions it is evident, That 
they {till needed a powerfull and effeCtual influence to Car- 
_ ry-0n the Work already begun : Txrn Thou Me and 7 ſhall 
be Turned ; Quicken us and we will call upon Thee ; Draw 
me, and We will Run after thee ; Not that we are ſujficient of 
our ſelves to think any thing, but our ſufficiency 15 of God *1 


Plal.35.9. 
III. 


live, yet not 1, but Chriſt lrwveth in me:&c. Hence it readily Gall. 2. 20. 


follows 
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Prov.13.19. 


Heb .7.7. 


Math. 23.19. 
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follows, That if thoſe already Turned, and made partakers 
of the Divine nature, whoſe hearts are inthe good wayes of 
God, and who deſire Nothing more than to Walk in them ; 
cannot yet keep themſelves Gozng,without a Continued Ef- 
ficaciows Influx and Spring from Above ; Much-leſs can the 
Natural Man (without the like Supernatural and Divine 
Efficacy ) eftectually bend himſelf to a Compliance with 
them: kts lt 25 an abomination to fools to depart from evil. 

I V. If the Lord did not Work Effectually, He ſhould 
looſe the honour of His work. If the Efficacy of Grace 
ſhould depend on the humane Will ; ( i, e. If Grace beren- 
dred Efettual by ſome Motion or Act of the Will, which 
Grace 15 not the Author of ) Then will Nature aſſume the 
Priority, Works will glory over Grace; and Free-will will 
be ſaid to be berrer then Free-Grace : For, that rhe leſs is 
bleſſed of the Better, 1s without contradiltion ; And that, that 
which ſanctifies, is Greater than that which is SanCtified by 
it, is ſo obvious, That Chriſt appeals it to the Reaſon of 
Fools and Blinde, If therefore you will grant, That Grace 
is Better than Nature ; Follow it mult, That the Will is 
Bleſſed and Sanitified by Grace, viz. by its powerful and 
effettual operation upon 1t, And here (indeed)lyes the hon- 
our and efficacy of Grace; Not ina V incible Moving, Ex- 
citing, Perſwading, or Threatening the Will to a comply- 


. ance; but in making the Will actually and willingly com- 


V. 


Eph. 1. 7. 
Eph.2.13,16. 
Heb.2.17. 
Rom.$,9 & 10. 
Coll. x. 20.21, 
22. 

Dan.$,24 


plyant with 7: ſe/f. And thus the Lord Doth, and thus He 
will Do, where ever He will be Gracious ; tho' never ſo 
muchagainſt the preſent minde and natural propenſion of 
the ſubject : And yet, there\no ſuch thing as Forceing the 
Will ; As you may ſee afterwards, 

V. The Doctrine of Efeitual Calling is further confirm'd 
from the office of Chriſt as a Redeemer ; which was not on- 
ly to parchaſe, but to put us in attzal poſſeſſion of the good 
things He purchaſed for us. Redemption and Reconciliation 
are Relates, Comenſurate, and Inſeparable : It is not onely 
a Reconcilable itate that Redemption puts us into, buta 
ſtate of afFual Reconcilement ; It flayes the enmity, makes 
an end of Sin, and brings-in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, = 

ents 
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this accompt our Saviour bears that glorious title, Thou 

ſhalt call His name Feſus ;, for he ſhall ſave Hts people from Math.1.31. 
their ſins : and, For this Cauſc was the Son of God mamfeſt- 

ed, that He might deſtroy the works of the Devil, Now. of 1 Joh 3 8. 
theſe works, &11ndnefs of mind is the fir/t-born, and foiter- | 
mother to all the Reit ; 'tis zhz5 keeps the ſoul in unbelief, 2 Cor. 4 
as under locks and bars ; and therefore mult, of neceflity, R 

be diſpell'd; which can onely be done by cauſing the true 

light to ihine Efettzally;as He d:d the light of this world in 

the firlt Creation; which the Apoitle, in 2 Cor.q4.6, Reſem- 

bles it to. Hence thoſe frequent mentions of His being ſent Iſa.42.7. 

To open the blind eyes, To give light to them that ſit in dark: Luke 1.79. 
eſs, And to bring forth the Priſoners from the Priſoa-houſe : Iſa.45.9. 
which may not be valued as things in deſign, yet lyable to 
obſtruction; but, to be as certainly perform'd as that Chriit 

ſhould dye. In the 107 Pſal : itis ſpoken of as doze already; 

He brought them out of darkneſs aad the ſhadow of death, and p(157.14. 
brake their bands in ſunder : And that he ſpeaks it of Re- 
deewed-Ones, appears by v. 2. Firit take themas in Dark- 

eſs ; and he is ſo to give them light, as to guide their feet 

into the way of peace, That ſtory of the blind Man in the Mark 8.13-25. 
$ Mark, is a pertinent ſhadow of it; Chriſt ſpits on his 

eyes, and puts His hands upon him ; as yet he ſaw but 

darkly, Men as Trees walkzng : but He puts His hands on 

him «ger, anddiſiniſſes him notuntil He had made him ſee 

cleerly. Then take them as Priſoners, (and Priſoners in the-Zach.g. 12. 
Pit; ) andhe that will Deliver them, mult not onely open 

the Grate, butdiſarm their guard, knock off theirſhackles,- 

and [bring them forth] as the Angel did- Peter, even whzles Ads, 12.5, 7. 
the keepers ſtood afore the door ; . He ſo Calleth\His Sheep, -Joh.19:3\&r5« 
that He leadeth them out © andthis Hedorh by the blood of — with 
His Covenant ; -'tis That makes thoſ&imthe Pir tobe Pri- ON 9+ 0208 
ſoners of hope. And theſe Effects, as duly flow from Re- ** 
demption-as light fromthe Sun ; 'tis therefore expreſſly faid; L-7 6:4 
That the blaod of Feſws-Cltriſt.oleanfeth fromall $5p : And*1 Joh. 1.7; 
that we are ſanitified through the off ering of His Body. TS: Heb. 10.10. 
gave the Apoſtle to argue ſo poſitively, in Rom : 6, That if 

planted together in Hts death, we ſhall be alſo in His Reſur- Rom.6.5. 


reltion. 


chap.5.9,10. 


Joh.10.15. 
Vcr.18., 
Mark.g.7. 


Pſal. 110. 


Plal, 68.18. 


ARs,3-26. 
chap.5+3I- 


Revy.1.18, 
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Ifa. 53-19» 
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reftion : and to put that Emphaſis upon it, inchap.5. That, 
If Reconciled to God by the death of His Son ;, | Much more] 
ſhall we be ſaved by His life. That ſaying of Chriit, in the 
toth. of John, is much to our purpoſe 3 And other Sheep 7 
have ; Them alſo muſt Ibring, and they ſhall bear wy woyce: 
This {Muit] imports a duty not to be diſpenſed with ; He 
had received a Commandment for it from the Father : And 
this [ Shall, ] that Efettual working whereby they are made 
ro believe, The Sheep of themſelves, lye as croſs to this 
work, as other Men ; ( what have I to do with thee ? cries 
the poſſelt Gadarern) but being His ſheep, He muit make 
them willing. But ſuppoſe they ſtopp their ears ? Then 


Iſa.29,22 & 24 He is tobore them ; for He received gifts for the Rebelli- 


ous, Mens Averſeneſs does not looſe Chriit his Right; nor 
ſhall it render his work ineffectual. For this very end,God 


raiſed him up, viz. To bleff His People in turning them from 


their tniquities, and to give them Repentance ;, and that ſuch 
as hath Forgiveneſs of Sins annexed to it : Which alſo He 
doth as a Prince ; 1.e. As One inveſted with Power to 
Remove whatever might lett the effect of His work : To 
Him are committed the keys of hell and of Death, From 
theſe premiſes I ſafely conclude, That what Chriſt as a Re- 
deemer came to do, that He doth and will do ; and that 
None of His work ſhall fall to the ground, What He faith 
inthe 17 John, is prophetical of what He will ſay at the lat- 
ter day ; 1 have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do; 
Of all that Thou haſt given me, I have loſt Nothing ; 1 
have manifeſted thy Name unto the Men which thou gav- 
eſt Me : Thave given them the words which thou gaveſt Me, 
and they have received them. 

More might be added ; but by theſe hope it is evident, 
That Jeſus Chriſt was not only a Redeemer, to pay our 
Ranſom; but the Officer appointed of God, to ſet #6 at liber- 
zy, even that glorious liberty of the Sons of God : and This 
5 that pleaſure of the Lord which ſhall profter tn His 


hand. 
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[I. Freely. 


Al that God doth for Men , or Gives to thei, in order 
to their Salvation, is Given and Done freely. Now, a 
thing is then ſaid to be thus Given or Done, when it pro- 
cceds from the meer Good will and favour of Him that 
Worketh, or Giveth; without reſpect to any thing done or 
deſerved by the Receiver : It is avoluntary att; ſuppoling 
no obligation on hirn that gives, Nor attractive or oblig- 
ing virtue, in him that receives ; nor yet, expectation of 
Recompenſe from him, 

Much need not be ſaid to proove the free-giving of the 
things we are ſpeaking of, Did we duly conſider three 
particulars: 

1. The Sovereign Greatneſs of Him that gives; It is 
the oft High Cod, Poſſeſſour of Heaven and Earth; Who 
is Infinitely and Independently bleſſed in Himſelf ; and 
therefore, cannot be Adde4 unto, nor Receive from any 
Creature: Who can give to Him, that gives to All their 
life and breath ? 

2. The ſuperexcellent, and unſpeakable worth of the 
things that are Given: The firſt and Chief, is our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe dignity is ſuch, That Heaven and 
Earth are too low a price to ſet Him at; (eſpecially, To 
be given as He was:) and in Him, Righteouſneſs and 
Strength ; Adoption and Reconciliation ; Grace and 
Glory. 

3. The vanity and wretchedneſs of thoſe on whom they 
are beſtowed : Both Scripture and Experience, ſpeak no- 
thing of them in their Naturals , but-what beſpeaks a 
Condition every way deplorable, and uncapable of yield- 
ing Motives for ſucha Gift ; as is ſhewn afore. 

But being ſo greatly in love with our ſelves, and fond of 
our own improvements; and fo {tifly bent to a Covenant 
of works : Tohelp us off from thoſe dangerous bottoms, 
let us dwell a while on the following Conftderations. * ' 


Aa £231 1. What 


Dan. 2.39. 
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{. What is the Nature and Importof the Covenant of 
Grace. This Covenant 1s that, which all profeſſing — 
ans profeſs to be ſaved by ; how-ever they difter about the 
Import and Latitude of it. But, if we receive the Scrip- 
tural Notion, (which needs muit be the Rightelt) we ſhall 
finde, That it isof the very Nature and Subltance of this 
Covenant, To give freely and abſo/utely; without Condi- 
tioning for any thing to bedone by Men, as the ground and 
Motive thereof. 4! that God doth for thoſe He will 
ſave, is for Hs Name ſakes; which Name 1s recorded 11 
Exod.z4.5W% 6, The Lord God, Gracious and Merciful, 
&c. To be Gracious, is To doe well to one that deſerves 
ill: Andif otherwiſe, it would bebut after the Covenant 
of Works, or firſt Covenant : Which yet was not faulty 
ordefective in it ſelf; for it gavea ſufficiency to obtain the 


benefits contained in it; which if they had uſed and im- 


prov'd as they might, there would not have needed a ſe- 
cond, But, the Lord forknowing the Creature's mutabili- 
ty; and conſequently, what need there would be of ano- 
ther kind of Power and Grace, than that Adam was Cre- 
ated with; Did therefore determine of a ſecond ; which 
in Tz. 1,2, iscalled, Thehope of Eternal life, which God 
who cannot lye, promiſed before the World began. 

[t is called the Covenant of Grace, not onely as deſigning 
the Glory of His Grace, in the ſaving of men ; but as giv- 
ing freely, and of mere Grace and Favour, what-ever muſt 
bring-about that Salvation: For, Where els can lye the 
difference between the two-Covenants ? It cannot be inre- 
ſpect of the eaſenefs and difficulty, of the duties enjoyned by 
either ; For, Faith and Repentance are much more above 
the compaſs ofnatural power, than to forbear the forbidden 
Tree : But the difference lyes in this, That the New Cove- 
rant confilts of better Promiſes; And, this Betrerneſi ſtands 


1n the Free, Abſolute, Independent engagement of God 


Himſelf, to Inveſt His Covenanted Ones, with all things 
conducing to the Bleſledneſs held forth ; And that, as 
well what is to bedone on thezy part, as on Hs Own upon 
their doing of it; That is, (plainly) To Give to them mw 
Work: 
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Work in them, Whatever in this Covenant -He requires 
of them. The law ſhews matter of Duty, but gives not 
where-with to perform it ; The Covenant of Grace does 
both, by writing the law in the heart. And without this, it 
would itill have been but a Covenant of works, be the Du- 
ties enjoined whatever you will. It therefore runs notup- 
on Conditional or Failable terms, (I will [1f] ye will :) but 
Abſolute and Sovererpn, [_I will ] and [[ye1hall.] This Co- 
venant does notonly give life upon terms of Believing ; but 
Faith alſo and Holineſs, as the neceſſary means of atttain- 
ing thatlife : And this, not upon your.ingenuous comply - 
ance, (as ſome term it)or better improvement of what you 
have in common with other Men ; ( ſuch allegations the 
Lord diſallows, and often Cautions againſt, ) but of Grace. 
It's a Covenant made-up of Promiſes ; and Promiſe (by 
Scripture intendment) is alwayes Free ; both freely made 
and freely perform'd; without the deſert or procurement 
of Men. Take Iſaac for inſtance; Abraham's body was now 
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dead ; and Sarah, (beſides her natural barrenneſs) zt ceaſed Gen.18.1r. 


to be with her after the manner of Women ;, and yet, Sarah 
ſhall have a Son. But, How ? The Promiſe hadin it(though 
Abraham and Sarah had not)whatever might tend to Iſaac's 


conception and birth ; and for this cauſe, He was called The Gal. 4. 23, 28- 


Son of the Promiſe ; asalſo Believers are, Rom.g.8. Gal. 3. 
29. Theyarealſo termed, Heirs of Promiſe, Heb. 6. 17. 
And, on this account, Chrilt is called The Promiſed Seed ; 
and the Holy Ghoſt, The Spirit of Promiſe. viz, To ſhew the 
Tndependen t freeneſs of thoſe Divine Gifts : The Promiſe 
of ſending them 3 Their actual Coming ; and EffeCtual 0- 
perations, are all free, and free inall reſpects : This Dew 
from the Lord waiteth not for Men, 

For further illuſtration, the Jews area pertinent Inſtance, 
asye read in Jer.z2. from v. 30. tothe 36. They had done 
nothing but evil, from their youth up ; and were a cozts- 
naal provocation : And when ſcattered among the Nations, 
they were no-whit bettercd ; but cauſed, even the Heathen 
to blaſpheme : And yet, notwithſtanding all this, the Lord 
will Gather them , and give them an heart to fear Him 

Aa 2 for 
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for ever, v. 37. to v. 44. : And this, even whiles they 
were not moved, neither conld they bluſh, chap. 12. See 
alſo, with what inexpreſiible freeneſs of Grace, the Lord 
deals with them, in Ifa. 43. v.25. 4, even I, am He that 
blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions,--and will not remember thy ſias, 
But, what's the Introduction to this ſo great a Promiſe ? 
See it, and wonder at it Thou haſt not called upon Ae, (0) 
Faceb ; but, thou hait beea weary of Me, Olſracl : Thur 
haſt zor brought Me the ſwall C.ttel of thy burut Offerings ; 
Thou haſt bought Me no ſweet Cane with thy monty ; -- but, 
baſt made Me to ſerve with thy fins, and wearied Me with 
thine iniquitics : 1, even I(whom thou halt dealt ſo ingrate- 
fully with, and diſingenuouily, even I) am He that blorreth 
out thy tranſgreſſions, for mine own ſake. And this was a 
Great thing they /ooked not for , As (indeed) confidering 
themſelves and what their demeanour had been, they had 
no Reaſon to look for it. 

Hence 'tiscleer, That Grace reſpects not the worthineſs of 
em in what It does for them ; Nay, it muſt reſpect their 
Unworthinefs rather, as that by which Grace 1s more illult- 
rated, and the glory thereof more advanced; according to 
Rom.5.20.Where ſin abounded,Grace did much more abound. 
And Paul proclaims it as verified on himſelf, 1 Tim, 1. 13, 
1 was a Blaſphemcr, and a Perſecutour, and Injurious : But 
I obtained Mercy ;---and the Grace of our Lord was ex- 
ceeding abundant]---v. 14 ; and hereupon he falls to Ado- 
ring that Grace ; Now, tothe King Eternal, Immortal, In- 
viſible, the only wiſe God, be honour and Glory, for ever and 
ever, Amen ;, v. 17. | 

The Riche; of Mercy 1s madc-out by Szving the Chief 
of ſinners; and in quickening us when dead, Ephcſ.2.1 & 4. 
And it's very obſervable, That the Apoſtles(when ever they 
mention the Grace of God in Saving, Quickening,c.) do 
not give theleait intimation of Mens Worthineſs, Prepared- 
eſs, Compliance, or any ſuch thing; but [| Dead in Sins] and 
[Qnickening] come one in the neck of theother ; as light 
does upon darkneſs, which, inno ſort, induces the light, or 


prepares the dark Earth or Ayr for it; as1s abundantly 
evident 
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cvident in all their Epiitles, And how oft, (and in good 
carne:t)does the Lord declare againitall the pretenſions of 
Men, as to thetr at#:vezeſs in this Matter, 11 1ſa:ah, Fcre- 
my, Ez:hzel, Hoſea, &c. And as a barr to thoſe pretenſi- 
ons, The Holy People, He calls A People ſought-ont;and,that 
Fe is found of them that ſought Him not , with many otners, 
This I thall end, with a very obſervable Initance within my 
own Memory : (and bring it not in for proof, but Illuttra- 
tion) I knew a Man, who when he came under convictions, 
endeavoured with all his might to itifle them : His Con- 
victions grew itronger , and he hardned himſelf againit 
them. He ſaw their tendency ; but ſo oppotiteto it, that 
he reſolv'd in expreſs terms, [ He wouldnot be a Puritan, 
what-ever came of it.] To the Church he mult go; (His 
Maſter would have it ſo:) But, this was his wont, To loll 


New Mould, Surely, in this, the Lord did not wait for 
the Man's complyance or improvements; His work was 
not Originated thexce, nor dependent thereon. 

[T. Ifall that pertains to Salvation were not given freely, 
Salvation it ſelf ſhould not be of Grace : For, to him that 


ICI 


workerth is the Reward not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt : pgy, .s 


Bur, Salvation is of Grace, Epheſ. 2.5. By Grace ye are ſa- 
ved, And agen, v.8. By Grace ye are. ſ.ved, through Faith ; 
Where alfo, le{t the adding of Faith,thould occaſton(in their 
eſteem) a leſſening of this Grace, or ſeem to detract from 
the Freeneſs of it; he cautiouſly ſub;oyns, That chis Faith 
is the work of that Grace[ Not of your ſelves, It is the Gift 
of God.” For, if Grace be perfectly free in Chooſing, it 
mult be anſwerably free, in G:ving and Applying the Means. 
to bring-about the Ed it hath choſen us to: For, if the 
Effect of the Means ſhould depend upon ſomthing to be 
done by Men, (which Grace is not the ZDaer of) then: 
works 
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works would put-in fora ſhare in the glory of Mens falva- 
tion, and ſo the Grace of God would be dethron'd, and be 
asif it were not; Grace #5 no more Grace, as is argued in 
Kom.11.6, 

[1I. Spiritual bleſſings muſt be given freely, and of pure 
Grace, becauſe the Natural Man cannot perform any ſuch 
Act, as might be Motive for ſuch a gift. Things mareri- 
ally good they may doe; (as Cain in offering the firſt 


fruits) but not acceptable, becauſe not done in the due 


manner, that is, in Faith: the want of which makes 1- 
cenſe it ſelf an abomination. If without Faith it be impoſ- 
ble to pleaſe God; then it mult be impoſſible to doe oughr 
afore you believe, that may move God to give you Faith, 
Salvation is promiſed to Faith, Remiſſion of ſias to Repent- 
ance, The bleſſed viſion to Purity of heart; -But we find 
not theſe Graces promiſed to any ACEt or Qualification 
inferiour to, or precedeing the Graces themſelves : Our 
holy Calling, and the waſhing of Regeneration , we are not 
entit'led-to by works of our own. 

IV. If any of the Requiſites to Salvation ſhould be given 
upon conditions, Reaſon would it ſhould be That which 
in worth and virtue containeth all the Reit; and without 
which, the Reſt had never been, or been of none effect ; 
And that is, Our Lord Jeſus Chrilt; of whom jt is ſaid, 
That all the fullneſs of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily : 
and that, Our of Hrs Fullneſs all Grace ts received. The 
giving of whom, was the moſt ſuperlative commendation 
of God's love to Men; and is therefore termed, That 
Gift of God; Foh.4.10. And as touching the Free and 
Unconaitionate giving of Chriſt, we have an authentic 
Record in Ger. 3.15. Jt ſhall bruiſe thy head: Which 
words doe contain an Abſolute, free Promiſe to ſend the 
Son of God in the Nature of Man,to be a Redeemer.And we 
evidently know, That His a«al coming and performance 
thereof, was not ſuſpended upon any good thing to bedone 
by Men: How could it, when after the Fall, they did not 
nor could co: any thing, but what might turn His heart a- 
Sainit them ? 

For 
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For evidence hereof, We need not go out of the Con- 
text; Doebutobſlerve the Firſt Adar's Carriage, and the 
Manner of it, juit afore the Promiſe was made: Firit, They 
believe the Serpent rather than God ; Then they break the 
Commandment of life, when they had neither need nor oc- 
caſion ſo todo. This done, and finding themſelves loſt, they 
do not ſo much as ſeek after God for help, but rather to hide 
themſelves from Him : fo farr from. confeiling themſclves 
faulty, that they charge God foolithly, and thift the 
blame of their miſcarriage upon Him ; The woman whon; 
[Thou] gaveſt ro be with me, ſhe gave me of the Tree---And 
rhe Serpent (whichalſois a Creature of thy Making) he 
beguiled me &c, Here's nothing in their deportment, that 
looks like the Motive of ſuch a Promiſe. But, tho' they 
Run from God, He will not ſo part with them ; yea, He 
follows them , finds them out, and for a dcor of hope 
freely pror.ounceth this gracious Promiſe, of ſending One 
to deitroy thisold ſerpent, the Devil ; and conſequently 
the Serpentine Nature, thathad now inſtill'd and Mingled 
it ſelf with theirs. It is the firſt promulgation of the Goſ- 
pel, and ſpeaks with as much abſoluteneſs as words can ex- 
preſs, It [| Shall] bruiſe thy head, This I ſhall ſtand the more 
upon, becauſe it is the F:r/# that was made in T zme, and 
Thatout of which, all following Promiſes are educed. 

The intent of this Promiſe, was Adam's Recovery and 
Comfort ; who (doubtleſs) at this time, was ina very dif- 
confolate Condition, as lying under a freſh ſenſe of the 
happineſs he had loit, and the wofull. eſtate he was now: 

lunged into : And therefore, 'twas neceſſary, (if Adam 
thall have Comfort by it) that the terms thereof be 
altogether free and Abſolute. For, ſuppoſe them to be 
Conditional, as, (namely) If Adam ſhall now repent and 
Convert himſelf; If he ſhall better improve a ſecond itock; 
( or rather, the cankered Remnant of that he had at firlt,) 
My Son Then ſhall come into this lower World, to ſtill that 
Enemy and Avenger; His life ſhall go for thy life, I will be 
friends with thee, and reſtore thee to thy firſt Eſtate. All 
this, and more of this kind, had yielded but little _—_ 

ope: 
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hope toa guilty and defiled Conſcience; who found himſelf 
not onely naked and wholly bereft ofhis Primitive Righte- 
ouſneſs; but at enmity with his Creatour,and a bondflave ty 
Sitan : For, ſuch Reaſoningsas theſe, would have broke- 
ia likea floud, to bear-down and itifle all hopes of future 
ſucceſs ; viz. If when 1 was in ſo bleſſed a ſtate,arnd endued 
wit power tokeep it ; upon ſo ſlight a temptation Iyeil- 
ded andfell; How ſhould i Riſenow I am down and my 
ſtrength is gon? If when[T had freedom of Will and ſtood 
upright, ſo eafily I warp d into crooked paths ; How can I 
hope to Return and do better, now my Will 1s perverted, 
and bent to a contrary courſe ? If whillt I had eyes in my 
head, and ſaw things with cleerneſs, I yetloltmy way and 
wandred ; How ſhouldI think to recover it, being now 
both ſadly bewildred, and my eyes put-out? How ſhould 


1 bring a clean thing out of an unclean, who kept not my 


heart clean when it was ſo? How thould I gain more with 
tewer talents, who ran my ſelf out of all when I had 
abundantly more? Grapes will not grow upon Thorns, nor 
Figgson Thiltles : Nay, were my Primitive'ſtate reſtored 
agen, on the former terms ; I could not expect to keep it, 
having this woſull experience of ſo cauſleſs and dreadfull an 
Apoitacy, &c. 

It was therefore importantly neceſſary, that this firſt Pro- 
miſe, made upon ſo great and ſolemn an occaſion, and 
bearing in it all the hopes and comforts of God's People to 
Eternity ; ſhould be thorowly free and abſolute, and not de- 
pend (in the leaſt) upon any good thing to be done by Men, 
as a condition of it. 

And if Chriſt be given freely, there's good ground of ar- 
Suing thence, the free-giving of /eſſer things ; as doth the 
Apoitle in Row. 8, He that ſpared not His Son, how ſhall He 
not with Him freely give us all things ? Is not the life more 
than meat ? Is not Chriſt more than Faith and all Grace ? 
Has God given us the fleſh of His Son, which is Meat in- 
deed; and will He not reſtore our withered hand to receive 
it? It can:otbe ; eſpecially conſidering, That rþ;s may be 
done witha Word; and without Thz, the Other would be 


loſt, and as water ſpilt on the ground, But, 
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But, though rhis Promiſe of Chritt, be virtually a Pro- 
miſe ofall Grace; yet, becauſe of our ſlowneſs of heart to 
believe, and to win us off from our legallizing Notions ; the 
Lord condeſcends to gratify His People in Words as well as 
Subſtance: And therefore, 

V. To make it exprelly evident, that all Spiritual blef- 
ſings are perfeltly free, He hath put them all into Abſolute 
Promiſes, 

Not that all Promiſes run in that tenor : Many of them 
have Conditions annex'd ; which alſo(in their place) are 
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of very ſignificant uſefullneſs : 1, As proofs of our willing Gen.22.12-18. 
Subjection to God, 2, Direives by what Mediums we Joh. 3.16. 


mult get-to the Bleſſedneſs defign'd us. 3. How we muſt 
be qualified for the enjoyment of it. 4. As Marks and E- 


chap.14-6. 
Marh.s.8. 


Cor.”.1. 


vidences of our being in the way to it ; and of thoſe to mark. 15.15. 
whom it doth belong. But, this Annexion of Conditions, Joh.10.9. 


does not imply a power in Men to perform them ; (tho' 
perform'd they muſt be, before we enjoy the promiſed 
Good; ) Nor does the effect of thoſe Promiſes depend up: 
on any Act to bedone by us,which ſome other Promiſe dot 
not provide us with. But, 

That Great Fundamental Promiſe, on which is founded 


our hopes of Eternal life, was Abſolute ; ('twas given afore Tit, 1.2. 


the world; ) Though dearly conditional to Him with whom 
the Compact was made ; yet perfectly free and Abſolute to 
us : And therefore the adding of Conditions to After-Pro- 
miſes, may not be taken as invalidating that Firſ# Promiſe, 
Or as a Defeazance toit : It's a Scripture Maxim, That rhe 


Covenant which was before confirmed of God in Chriſt, the Gal.3.17. 


Law which was Four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
diſannul; that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none effett. The 
like may be ſaid of Promiſes made zz Tyme ; viz, That the 
Conditionalnefi of Some; does not make-void the Abſoluteneſs 
of Others, As the Law was to Chriſt, fuch are Conditional 
Promiſes tothe Abſolute ; They ſhew what we ſhould be 
and do, and (by conſequence)that we canneither be nor do 
as weſhould ; and thence Inferr, The Neceflity of Divine 


Grace to undertake for us : Andthen (indeed) is the Free- 
Bb neſs 
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neſs of Grace adorable, which promiſeth help in terms of 
an Abſolute tenor. And accordingly we find, That what- 
ever is, inone Scripture, made the Condition of Accept- 
ance with God, and Eternal life; In other Scriptures thoſe 
very Conditions are promiſed without Condition : Some 
of which we have a Proſpect of in the following bal- 


lance. 
Conditional Promiſes. 


Waſh ye, make you 
clean, Ceaſe to doe evil; 
learn to doe well : Come 
now, and tho' your ſins 
be as ſcarlet they ſhall be 
white as ſnow, Iſa. 1. 
I6,18. 


Repent and turn; ſo 
zniquiry ſhall not be your 
ruin, Etek. 16. 30. 
Aake you a new heart, 
and a new ſpirit, v. 31. 


Hear and your Soul 
ſhall ive, Ifa. 50. 3. If 
thou fbalt ſeek the Lord 
thy God, thou fhalt find 
Him, if thou ſeek, Him 
with thy whole beart, 
Deut.4.29. 


Circumciſe therefore 
the foreshin of your 
beart, Deut. 10. 6. 


Return O back ſliding 
Children, Jer.3.14. 


Promiſes of the Condition, 


Then will I ſprinkle clean wa- 
ter upon you, and ye ſhall be 
clean:From all your filthineſs will 
I cleanſe you; Ezek, 36.25. I will 
forgive your iniquity ; and your 
ſin I will remember no more, 
Ter.31.33. 


I will put a new ſpirit with- 
_in you, Exzek. 1. 19, A new 
heart alſo will I give you; and 
a new Spirit will I put within 
you, chap.36.26. 


Thou ſhalt return, and obey 
the voyceof the Lord, Dexr.30. 
8. They ſhall return unto Me 
with their whole heart, Fer.24.7. 
I am found of them that ſought 
me not, 1/a.65. 1. 


The Lord thy God will Cir- 
cumciſe thine heart, Det. 30.6. 


I will heal their Backflidings,. 
Hoſea, 14.4. 


if 


ou 
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Conditional Promiſes. Promiſes of the Condition, 


If ye be willing and Thy People ihall be willing, 
obedient, ye ſhall eatthe Pſal. 110. 3. I will cauſe you to 
good of the land, Iſa, walk in'my Statutes, Ezek, 36. 
1.19. 27. Phil.2.13. 


I will yet for this be Twill pour upon the Houſe of 
enquired of by the Houſe David, the Spirit of Grace and 
of Iſrael, Ezck.36.37. Supplications, Zach.12.10. 


He that endurethun- They ſhall not depart from me, 
to the end, the ſame ſhall Fer.32.40. Who ſhall confirm 
be ſaved,Math.24.13. you unto the End, 1 Cor. 1.8. 

Fer. 3.19. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe Many exceeding-Great and Pre- 
cious promiſes, by which we are made partakers of the Divine 
Nature : And if duly confider'd, would much conduce to 
eſtablith the preſent Truth, which aſſerts the Abſolute free- 
Siving of All things pertaining to life and Godlinef ; And 
this, nothing more plainly contradicts, than to make the 
Diſpenſments of Grace to depend on the Wills and im- 
provements of Natxral Men : To ſhut-out which, is a 
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2 Pet. 1.4. 


Ver.3: 


principal ſcope of Abſolute Promiſes ; That no fleſh ſhould 1 Cor.1.29. 


glory in Hts preſence : Since it is God that worketh all in all, 
and That of Hts own good pleaſure. 

Now, If any ſhould ask, (by the way)Wherein the ſpeci- 
al love of God to Elect perſons diſcovers it ſelf before their 
Converſion ? 

. T cannot affigne any plain or Open diſcoveries of it, by 

which the Ele&t may be known from other Men : All out- 
ward things fall alike toall : The her, whiles a Child, differs 
nothing from a Servant ; altho' he be Lordof all, (by Electi- 
on) Gal. 4.1. Yet there are divers gracious operations of 
that love towards them, even in common providences; Al- 
beit, they arenot perceiv'd till afterwards ; As 

x, In keeping-ahve the Root or Stem they were to grow 
from; which might be a principal cauſe of His adding 15. 

Bb2 years 


Ch.12.5. 
Phil.2.13. 
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years to Hezekiah's life ; viz. for Foſtah's ſake who was to 
come of his lineage ; Manaſſeh his grandfather not being 
yet born. So, thoſedayes of tribulation were thortened, 
and many of the Jewes kept alive, (by the Providence of 
God) for the Elect's ſake, that ſhould be of their progeny, 
(perhaps two thouſand years after.) 

2. In preſerving the Elect themſelves from many a death 
which they were obnoxious to, before their Converſion ; As 
He alſo did Manaſſeh: And this was the Cauſe, when Satan | 
had them in his Nett, and had drag'd them to the pits brink, 
That the Lord ſent from Heaven and ſaved them : Deliver 
bim, I have found a Ranſom: He is Mine, andI have deſigned 
him to another end, 

3. In keeping them from the unpardonable Sin : Thus 
Paul (being a Choſen Veſſel) was kept without that know- 
ledg of Chriſt, which ſome of the Phariſces had : For other- 
wiſe, his perſecuting the Church of God had bin uncapable 
of pardon ; as appears by 1 Tim. 1.13, 1 obtained Mercy, 
becauſe I didit ignorantly. 

4. In caſting the lot of their habitation, where He hath 
planted,or will plant the means of Grace: Or bringing them 
by His Providence, where ſome effeCtual Word ſhall be 
ſpoken to them - The One is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 
Corinth, Where Paul muſt preach and not hold his peace; 
For (fayes the Lord to him) 1 have much People in this City, 
The Other,in thoſe who were come to Feruſalem at the feait 
of Pentecoſ#,fromall parts of the World ; Which gave them 
the opportunity of coming together, and of hearing Peter's 
Sermon; By Means whereof, Thouſands of them were con- 
verted. It is farther exemplified by the inſtance of the Eu- 
nuch, Alts 8.27 : As alſo in the ſtory of Zachexs, whoſe in- 
tent _reach'd no higher but to ſee what manner of perſon 
Chriſt was, being ſo much talk'd of abroad ; And there Sal- 
vation meets both him and his houſe. 


There are Nevertheleſs divers things alledged, (by way 
of objection) againſt this Doctrine : which yet, the Scrip- 


tures, with Reaſons drawn from thence, and ſanQificd ex- 
perience. 
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perience, doe afford a plentiful Bar and Anſwer to : And 
this ſervice they have done, to bring ſome things to mind, 
(before omitted) that may prove to the further cleering 
and confirmation of the Truth. | 


All men univerſally, Others as well as thoſe you call the 
Elett , have a ſufficiency of Means for Salvation ? 


If this were true, it would follow ; Either, that faith 
and repentance are not of thoſe Means for all men have 
them not : Or els, that men may Repent and Believe, and 
yet fall ſhort of Salvation; for, all menare not ſaved. We 
goc notabout to leſſen the Means afforded to any ; Or their 
in in Neglecting or Not living-up to the Means they have: 
and yet we cannot aſſent, That all men Now have ſuch a 
ſufficiency. 

I. Preaching im parables, was nota Means proper for 
Converſion : yet thus did Chriſt frequently ſpeak to the 
multitude. Nor was it intended for Converſton; for, He 


thus did, T hat in hearing they might not underſtand, If it Mark.4-12. 


he ſaid, They had the Goſpel afterwards more plainly 
preach'd by the Apoliles; I anſwer, That then they had it: 
not ſo afore; and That contradicts the objection. Some (in- 
deed) among the Fews,, by the evident teltimonies of 
Chriſt's Divinity, were Convinc'd, That He was the Meſ- 


fiah .but it camenot up to a perfect work; They did not Joh. 12. 42. 
Confeſs Him: And why ? Becauſe the Arm of the Lerd Iſa. 53.1. 


. was not Revealed to them : That is, (as Aſoſes ſpeaks). 
The Lord had not given them an heart to underſtand, 

2. Suffictency is to- be eſtimated by ſucceſs: That which 
doth not accompliththe End,cannot be faid to be ſufficient, 
If yon fay, It proves ſucceſsleſs, becauſe men will not 
Comply with it-; It is anſwered, That a Wlingneſs to. 
comply , isa part of the Means; which if they have not,. 
they have not Means ſafficieue. A power to Will, with- 
out a Will to uſe that Power, will ſrgnifieno more thanan 
Arm without ſtrength. But what think ye of thoſe who are- 
without Godand without hope ? Is this tobe boatted of, and 


that. 


Deut.29.4s 


xelyed upon ? Or is itaot adeplorablc kind of ſufficiency Eph.2.12.. 
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that leaves men in a Godleſs and hopeleſs condition ? 

If itbe (aid agen ; They hada ſufficiency, but by their 
miſuſing thereot, they loſt it? Let me ask; Can there be a 
more palpable proof of a thing's inſufficiency, than its un-. 
ability to preſerve it ſelf ? and the general ſucceſsleſs- 
neſsof it? But, | 

3. Means may be proper enough, and (in their kind) ſuf- 
ficient, towards the production of ſuchan event ; and yet, 
the Eventnever ſucceed, for want of ſomething els which 
alſo was requiſite for it. Planting and Watering, are pro- 
per and ſallcient, as means and ſecond Cauſes; and yet, 
they are nothing as to ſucceſs, without the ſpecial operati- 
on of God, Who could Reaſon more ſtrongly than Paul? 
or ſpeak more eloquently than Apollo ? and yet the ſuc- 
ceſs of their Miniſtry was as God gave to every Man, Itis 
God that openeth the ear to diſcipline,and ſealeth inſtruttion, 
when His hand is ſett-to, then 'tis Authentick and power- 
full, and not before : This is further Confirm'd by the fol- 
lowing Inſtance; The Jewes had means of being purged,and 
yet they werenot purged ; Ezek,24.13.But in chap.36.25. 
The Lord takes the work into His own hand ; 71 well fprenkle 
clean water upon you, aud you ſhall be clean: From all your fil- 
thineſs and from all your Idols will 1 cleanſe you : A New 
heart alſo will I give you---and fo on to v.28. By whichit ap- 
pears That the Lord will not only afford them ſears, as 
aforetime,and leave the improvement thereof to themſelves; 
(For, that He ſaw would not do :)But New He will take the 
whole upon Himſelf ; as ye have it in Feremy, I will brins 
zt health and Cure, and I will Cure them. I will cauſe them to 
walk zn my Statutes and do them ; That is, He will give them 
an honeſt and Good heart , which ſhall bring-forth fruit to per- 
feition. Theſe are the Means proper and ſufficient to Salva- 
tion ; and leſs than this, will not do it. 


Aen have as full a ſufficiency of Aleans, as ts juſt and meet 
for God to prue ? 
I, I would ask, whether it be juſt and meet to do good ? 


And if it be, Why not the Chiefeit Good that men are capa- 
| ble 
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bleof; Which is, To have their hearts turned to God, and 


United to Him for ever ? 

2. The Objection ſeems to attribute more to Man, in the 
buſineſs uf his ſalvation, than to God : For, If all that God 
can juſtly or Meetly do in order thereutito, will-not 'Save 
him, without ſomething done by himſelf, which God is not 
the Docr of; then will Man be reckoned for Chief Agent in 


gl 


the work ; and ſo, the Ax will bouſt it ſelf ag ainſt Him that 14.10.15. 


handles it. Suppoſe a Plaiiter or Medicine to be made of 
Twenty Ingredients; and one of them to be of that Sove- 
reign virtue,as to influence all theReſt: All which, if that be 
wanting , will but ulcerate the wound, and heighten the di- 
ſtemper ; That Oze mutt needs be reputed the Principal. 

3. It is not to be ſuppoſed, That the Great and onely 
Wiſe God would ſet-upa Creature whoſe will He cannot 
juſtly and meetly Over-rule; eſpecially, in things requiſite 
to the very Endfor which he was made. Nor,thathe ſhould 
make him for /xch an End, as that any thing conducible 
thereto, may not be juſtly and meetly done for him, in order 
toits accompliſhment. 

. 4. It cannot be Righteous or Meet for Men to-Affirm,nor 
for the honour of Sovereign Majeſty to admit, That the 
Creature's will ſhould limit divert,or frultrate;the will and 
Intent of their Creatour : It was Religiouſly, ſajd of One, I 
will not have him for my God, [who hath not power over my 
' $5. Suppofe a mancraz'd inhis head, and you intend him: 
an honour or office, which henever will be capable of with- 
out the full ufe of his Reaſon; Is it not meeter, and doth it 
not argue .arthigher degree of love, Prudence, and. Juſtice, 
to cure hisdiftemper,(though ina way contrary to his pre- 
ſent mind) than to Wait his complying with your preſcrip- 


tions, which (as he is) he'l never underftand ? And: what 
hinders, but that God may do ſo by his People, Even give 


them anheart to know Him, and to fear Him for ever? Save 
_ that this Quaggy principle of Man's ffeedows of W1ll,, 
not Comport with it. No 


But: 
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Deut. 10.16. 
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Ezek.18.31. 
with ch.36. 2 
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But if 4 ſufficiency of Means ta Repent and Believe, be not 
afforded ro All ;, how ſhall God be juſt inpuniſhing for Negs- 
lets ? 


The Juſtice of God will not need our Salving, eſpecially 
by a balm of our own making: Whether He judge or juſtifie, 
Heis Juſtin what He doth; tho' purblind Reaſon fees not 
How. His Judgments are a great Deep; and it follows 
not, That there's no bottom, becauſe our line w.llnot Reach 
it. Goddealtnot ſo (in reſpect of Means) with any Nation 
as with 1ſrael ; Andthe Men going with Paul to Damaſcus, 
the Lord would not give them to ſee His face, nor to hear 
His voyce; (both which He vouchſafed to Paul; ) and yet 
Heneeds no vindication or Apologie, for puniſhing their 
unbelief : They that have ſinned without law ſhall periſh with- 
out law. 

2. Menare juſtly obnoxious to puniſhment, for Neglect- 
ing, or Not-improving the means they have; albeit thoſe 
Means(when made the beſt of, that Nature can)will not ſave 
them: They are puniſhable for Not-feeding and not-clothing; 
and yet,by doing theſe,Men are not juſtified, The leaſt tranſ- 
Sreſſion layes open to wrath; and you cannot by keeping 

ſome Commands, compenſate the breach of Orhers. 


Where it i ſaid, 1 will write my law in their hearts; and cauſe 
them to walk in my Statutes, &c., There 1s no more intended 
by it, but the Givins of Things or Means proper to ſuch an 
End, if they will but Improve them ? | 
The ſenſe objected, cannot be the mind and limit of that 

moſt gracious promiſe; For, the Promiſe is as broad as the 

Coramand; And if the Command carries init,as much as the 


4; Words of itdo import, thenalſo doth the Promiſe: But, the 


Command doth notenjoyn only a Ufing the Means that tend 
to ſuch a duty ; but the actual and perfect performance of 
the Duty it ſelf ; Therefore doth likewiſe the Promiſe. Be- 
ſides, the heart and Will are One ; And if the law be writ- 
ten in the Will, then is the Will Compliant with what 


tie Law commands : To write it in the heart, 1s to 
make 


Of God's Sovertinety, &c. 
make it Natural ; and ſo 'tis more than a Means, It is the 
Thing it ſelf. | 
2. That Doctrine is hardly beſtead, and not much to be 
credited; which (for its ſupport)mult put ſuch a conttructi- 


on on the higheſt, and moit abſolute Promiſes that God Kev-22-12,19, 


hath made, as will render them weak and fruitleſs 
Things. 

3. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That ſuch a thing 
He will do ; For Men to put-in Conditions or Limitati- 
ons, 1s, To raze or interlinea Record; whichis a Feloniows 
att: And how He willdeal with thoſe who add-to, or rake- 
fromthe words of His prophecy, you have recorded in the 
laſt Chapter of His book. Ir is ill trifling with Sacred 
things / 

4. i Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man of his phren- 
fie,and to keep him in his right mind; 1s not ſaid to have 
done his Work,or made-good his Word(what ever Mcans 
have heen applied to him ) if the Patient continue his for- 
mer dittraction, or Relapſe into it. | 

5. There is no need or Reaſon, why the Lord ſhould 
Promiſe, or make ſhew of Promiſing, more than He in- 
tends to perform ; (for, That would be as a broken 
ſaff;) Or, Why He ſhould expreſs himſelf in terms of 
a fuller, or more abſolute Engagement, than might in 
all points conſiſt with His Wiſdom, Juſtice , Holineſs, 


C, | 

6. Laſtly, The ObjeQtion is further excepted againſt and 
rejected; Not onely as it makes Man the chief Agent in his 
own ſalvation; but as denying, That God doth any thing 
more for them thatare Saved, than for them that periſh - If 
Men make themſelves todiffer,the Goſpel-defigne of 27ap- 
nifying Grace, 1s daſh'dat once. 


But, 1s it not ſaid, Tohim that hath ſhall be given? i.e, He 
that Improves what he hath ſhall have more , If they uſe 
Common Grace well, they ſhall have Special ? 

1. The well-uſing of Common-Crace,is a duty that lies up- 


on all: but is no way Meriting, or Moving God to beſtow 
Cc the 
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Bur if 4 ſufficiency of Means to Repent and Believe, be not 
afforded to All ,, how ſhall God be juſt inpuniſhing for Nes- 
lets ? 


The Juſtice of God will not need our Salving, eſpecially 
by a balm of our own making: Whether He judge or juſtifie, 
Heis Juſtin what He doth z tho' purbliud Reaſon ſees not 
How. His Judgments are a great Deep; and it follows 
not, That there's no bottom, becauſe our line w.llnot Reach 
it. Goddealtnot ſo (in reſpectof Means) with any Nation 
as with 1ſrael ; Andthe Men going with Paul to Damaſcrs, 
the Lord would not give them to ſee His face, nor to hear 
His voyce; (both which He vouchſafed to Paul; ) and yet 
Heneeds no vindication or Apologie, for puniſhing their 
unbelief : They that have ſinned without law ſhall periſh with- 
out law. 

2. Menare juſtly obnoxious to puniſhment, for NegleCt- 
ing, or Not-improving the means they have; albeit thoſe 
Means(when made the beſt of,that Nature can)will not ſave 
them: They are puniſhable for Not-feeding and not-clothing; 
and yet,by doing theſe, Men are not juſtified. The leaſt tranſ- 
Sreſſion layes open to wrath; and you cannot by keeping 

ſome Commands, compenſate the breach of Orhers. 


Where it t ſaid, 1 will write my law in their hearts; and cauſe 
them to walk in my Statutes, &c, There 15 no more intended 
by it, but the Giving of Things or Means proper to ſuch an 
End, if they will but Improve them? 

The ſenſe objected, cannot be the. mind and limit of that 
moſt gracious promiſe; For, the Promiſe is as broad as the 
Coramand; And if the Command carries init,as muchas the 
words of it do import, then alſo doth the Promiſe: But, the 
Command doth notenjoyn only a Ufing the Means that tend 
to ſuch a duty ; but the actual and perfect performance of 
the Duty it ſelf ; Therefore doth likewiſe the Promiſe. Be- 
ſides, the heart and Will are One ; And if the law be writ- 
ten in the Will, then is the Will Compliant with what 


the Law commands : To write it in the heart, 1s to 
make 
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make it Natural ; and fo 'tis more than a Means, It is the 

Thing it ſelf. | 

2. That Doctrine is hardly beſtead, and not much to be 

credited; which (for its ſupport)mult put ſuch a conltructi- 
on on the higheſt, and moſt abſolute Promiſes that God Rev-22-12,19, 
hath made, as will render them weak and fruitleſs 
Things. 

3. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That ſuch a thing 

He will do ; For Men to put-in Conditions or Limitati- 
ons, is,To raze or interlinea Record; which is a Feloniows 
att: And how He willdeal with thoſe who ada-to, or take- 
fromthe words of His prophecy, you have recorded in the 
= Chapter of His book. Ir is ill trifling with Sacred 
things / 

4. A Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man of his phren- 

fie,and to keep him in his right mind; is not ſaid to have 
done his Work,or made-good his Word(whatever Means 
have heen applied to him ) if the Patient continue his for- 
mer diſtraction, or Relapſe into it. 

5. There is no need or Reaſon, why the Lord ſhould 

Promiſe, or make ſhew of Promiſing, more than He in- 
tends to perform ; ( for, That would be as a broken 
ſaff;) Or, Why He ſhould expreſs himſelf in terms of 
a fuller, or more abſolute Engagement, than might in 
all points confilt with His Wiſdom, Juſtice , Holineſs, 

GC, 
6. Laſtly, The Objection is further excepted againſt and 
rejected; Notonely as it makes Man the chief Agent in his 
own ſalvation; but as denying, That God doth any thing 
more for them thatare Saved, than for them that periſh - If 
Men make themſelves todiffer,the Goſpel-deſigne of A7ap- 


nifying Grace, 1s daſh'dat once. 

But, ts it not ſaid, Tohim that hath ſhall be given? i.e, He 
that Improves what he hath ſhall have more ;, If they uſe 
Common Grace well, they ſhall have Special ? 


I. The well-ufing of Commmon-Crace,is a duty that lies up- 


on all: but is no way Meriting, or Moving God to beitow 
Cc the 
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the ſpecial: He is above ali humane Motives ; aid is not 
wrought upon by them, as Men are : This ts ſeen-by Paul, 
whom ſpecial Grace took hold-upon, even whiles in the 
heat of miſuſing that which is Common : There was no 
ſpace of time between his being a Perſecmtour, and his ob- 
tatning Mercy. 

2.W hat proportion is there(in value)between an handfull 
of Clay,and a Talent of Gold ? Infinitely more is thedifpro- 
portion between the Grace of Faith, and al that a Natural 
Man can do for the obtaining of it. 

3. Whatfoever is not of Faith, is Sin; but a Man's. Sin 
cannot be a Motive for his Good: Remember who it was, 
and what condition he was in, that proferd money for 
the Gift ofthe Holy Ghoſt: Improvements for Fazth,is but 
the ſame. 

4. It would not become the Wiſdom, Power, or Grace 
of God, to build on a Foundation made-ready to His hand ; 
He needs it not, nor will it Sort with His Deſign ; which is 
to have His Grace acknowledged the Alpha and Omega of 
Mens Salvation. 

5. Laſtly, A Will to improve, is as much from God as 
the Thing to be Improved : A Alan can receive nothing 
except it be Given him from above : The thing given, 
and powey to recerve Or improve it, are both from Thence : 
And things from Above are not ferch'd down by Men ; but 
they Come-down When and upon whom,the Father of lights 
pleaſeth. | 


Men are commanded To makgs them a New heart ; 
which muſt imply,an Ability Soto do : For how can it be 
Juſt, to require things impoſſible ; And that under ſo ſe- 


vere apenalty ? 
Whatever is implyed in the Command, ſuch Allegations 


do ſurely imply, that the framers of them are much unac- 


quainted with the Scriptures ; or extreamly Raſh in draw- 
ing Concluſions from them. There are Reaſons enough,and 
holy ends, which do juſtly warrant fuch Commands, with- 
out ſuppoſing thoſe to whom. they are given, Able Vow to 
perform them ;--As 1, Per= 
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1. Perhaps, the Lord ſpeaks it Ironically; Deriding their 
vain confidence, as Elijah did the Prieſts of Baal, when he 1 Ring.18-27, 
bids them Cry aloxd, for he is a God ; Will you hence inferr, 
That Baal was a God ? Or that Idols can ſhew things to Iſn.41.3. 
come,becauſe the Lord bids them do it,thereby to Evidence 
their godhead ? Or, that Adam had advantaged himſelf by 
his Fall, becauſe the Lordfayes, The Man is become likg One Gen.3.22. 
of us ? Thelike form of ſpeech is ſometime uſed concern- 
ing Babylon ; (Take balm for her pain, if ſo be ſhe may be Jer.51.8.with 
healed; even then when Hs device was to deſtroy her.So here, ch.45.7. 
as upbraiding thoſe carnal Fews with their fond opinion of 
Self-ſufficiency, Freedom of Will,and Power to do great mat- 
ters: Make you a New heart, for why will ye dye ? q.d.You 
know, that the end of theſe things is death; you pretend 
to an high pitch ofability ; That Men may beas Good as 
taey will, and turn when they pleaſe; and yet you go-on 
in an evil way ; If you can make you a New heart, do it ; 
Why will ” by negleCting ſocaſie a matter, fall under a 
ſentence of Death ? 
2. Tolet them know,God hath not loſt Fs right of Com- 
»anding, tho' Men have loſt their power of obeytag : Time 
was when they had it, and power to keep it ; But, having 
loſt it, God is not bound toreſtore it z nor unjuſt in puniſh- 
ing thoſe neglects which ariſefrom the wantof it. It is man's 
duty To ſeek after God, tho' it be a [| Peradventure whether ages 17.25. 
they ſhall find him or Not. 
3. Hereby to convince them, what was that One thing 
neceſſary ; (to wit) The change of the heart; as without 
which, all labour is ſpent in vain upon them; As in the 
parable of the Sower : The Root muſt be holy before the Luk.18.12-15. 
fruit; Grapes will not grow upon thorns; nor the Stony, Jer.31. 19. 
Thorny, or  Highway-ground, bring-forth to perfection : 
When Ephraim was Turned, then he Repented, and not 
Afore. 
4.That being convinced of the Neceffity of ſuch a change, g,.5.8,9,23. 
and finding their own endeavours wholly ineffectual, (as : 
Paul did; ) They might ſee alſo, the Neceſlity of free- 
Grace, and of the Divine power, to do it for them; and fo, 
C c2 have 
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have their eyes turn'd-off from themſelves,and drawn thi- 
therwards ; even towards thoſe hills of Strength : which 
the Church had an eye to, when they prayed, Turn thou me 
and I ſhall be Turned. 

5.1f the giving a Command from God,doth inferr in Men 
a power to obey ; then it will follow, That Men have po- 
wer to keep the wholelaw ; anathat, without turning a- 
{ide, to the right hand or to tMfeleft; and to make themſelves 
holy as God 1s Holy : (for, theſe are Commanded) Bur, 

6.That the Lordintends not ſucha Concluſion ſhould be 
made upen His Command, appears from the 17 Fer. v. 1, 
The Sin of Fudah :s written with a pen of Iron, and with the 
point of a Diamond; Graven on the table of their heart ;, i.e. 
So, as not to be blotted-out by humane W it or ſtrength : 
And therefore, 

7. Hetells them expreſly, Itis as impoſſible for them to 
make themſelves a New heart, as for the Ethiopian to change 
his skin : ---For, who can bring a cleanthing out of an 
unclean ? They that Santtifie themſelves, and they that 
offer Swines fleſh, ſhall both be conſumed together. 


Why then are Men injoyn'd attendance on the Aſeans, if 
there be ſo little in: them? 


If there were no other Reaſon or end, this were enough, 
That God hath Commanded it : That binds us to uſe the 
Means, tho' not the Means to effect the thing it is uſed for : 
Nor is the Means ſo much to be conſidered, as God's Inititr- 
tion and appointment ; Nor the uſe thereof to be Relted-on; 
but, the Grace and power of God giving influence thereto, 
Who Himſelf is not bound to Means or Method : Ordinari- 
ly,He is found in His own way ; andout of it weare not to 


look for Him. 


But,To what end: the Goſpell preached in terms univerſal, 
and Unverſally to All; if ſome particular and determi- 
nate perſons onely, can Recerve it ? | 


The Counſel of God concerning Election 1s ſecret : The 


Miniſter knows not who are the objects of it ; and there- 
fore 
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fore mult preach to All, according to his Commiſſion. The 1 Sam.g. 16. 
Lord deals in this, as inthe Matter of lots : Saul was fore- with 10.20,21. 
appointed tobeKing; yet all ae! muſt come-together, 

and lots muit becatt on the whole Nation, as if the perſon 1 Sam.15.5-19. 
were yet tobe pitch'd-upon. The falling of the lot was whol- 

ly Contingent,as to Men; Another might have been taken 

aswellas he it fell upon: But, the Lorddiſpoſeth it,and caits .Prov.15 22. 

it on the right perſon, So, touching the Goſpel, It is ſent to a 

place where( perhaps) but one, or very few Elect perſons 

are,and thoſe only ſhall be taken by it;& yet,it muitbe pub- 

lithed ro the whole City promiſcuoully : But, the Holy 

Ghoit, Who kxoweth the deep things of God, brings it tothe 

heart of thoſe for whom it1s intended ; and there it fixeth : 

Which the Jaylor, Lydia, and other Examples , make 

evident, | 


an ts a Rational Creature, and accordingly to be proceed- 
ed with: But this way and manner of Converſion, de- 
ſtroys all Freedom of Will; and makes Converſion a Com- 
pulſory thing ' 

The Will cannot be forced ; Nor does this Doctrine 
hold-forth any ſuch thing : A Man may be forced to 
Att againſt his Will; but Not to W:/! againit his will. He 
may will that to day, which yelter day he willed mor ; 
But, this Change is ſo farr from being an Infringement,that 
'tis rather an effect and demonſtration of his Freedom. 

There be three ſorts of Compulſion ; V :olent, Natural, 
and Rational, 

1. Violent ; when a Man is conftrain'd to do That which 
his Wl is oppoſite-zo. Thus the 1ſraelites to ſerve the 
Egyptians, and to go into Captivity : So alſo Paul 
and other Saints are ted captive to That they would not : rom... 
By this kind of Compulſion it is,that Satan is ca't-out, . 
( as is proved afore : ) But, the IW:1/, in Converſion, 
comes not under this kind of Conſtraint ; Nor any thing 
like it. 

2. Thcre is a Natural Compulſion ; Thus Men: and 


other. Creaturez are. Compelled. ta Eat, Drink, —_— 
an. 
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-and breathe : There needs no violent hand to inforce 


it, nor ( indeed ) Arguments to perſwade to it ; 
They do it by Inttin&t, which God hath endued them 
with, for their own Conſervation: This is proper to the Soul 
Converted. 

3. There is alſo a Rational Compulſion ; ( which is near- 
eſt the Caſe in hand : ) This is, whea the Underitand- 
ing and Judgment are Convinced of the Goodneſs, Nece(- 
ſity, or Expediency of a Thing ; which before he judged 
otherwiſe of, For this, ſee the Prodigal's Reaſons for Re- 
turning to his Father ; and the Lepers, for going to the Syr:- 
ans Camp : Their Reaſon told them, It was better to go 
where there was hope, than tarry where there was None. ' 
See alſo the Arguments for the Saints living to Chriit ; 
His Love conſtrains them ; yet no breach of their li- 
berty ; albeit , that Ere-while they were Otherwiſe 
minded. 

The firſt of theſe, ( viz. That which is v:olext) our Do- 
Ctrine hath nothing to do with. It is true, There isa Draw- 
zng in Converſion; and there would be no Converſion with- 
outit; No Man can come to Chriſt except he be Drawn : 
Which Drawzag implies,either an Averſneſ,,or (at leait a 
Diſability, in him that is Drawn ; and conſequently, a kind 
of force, or extrinſecal Power put-forth upon him : But let 
me ſay,It is ſuch a Force,as the enlightened Soul moſt glad- 
ly ſubjects it ſelf unto ; and would not be from under the 
power and bleſſed Influence of it, for a World. Let it there- 
fore be obſerv'd, How the Father draws ; It is, in the moſt 
Genuine and kindly way that can be conceiv'd ; He draws 
by Teaching : Not as Gideon taught the Men of Succoth ; 


; Nor as the Task-Maſters drew the people to their burdens : 


Exod.5.15- | But, as F4cob wasdrawn into Evype 3 who need not be for- 


ced to diſlodge and remove his Tent, when he found himſelf 
ſurrounded with famine,and heard there was corn in Egypt; 
That the King had ſent Wagons for him, and proviſions for 
the way ; telling him withall, That the Good of all the land 
was before him : Eſpecially conſidering, that his beloved 
Foſeph was there alive, and in greateſt honour, ready to Re- 

' Ceive 
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ceivehim. Inlike manner, When the Soul hath a ſight of 
the Holineſs of God, and of its own Vileneſs; Of the Pu- 
rity, Streightneſs, and juſt ſeverity, of the law; With its 
own Uncleanneſs, Crookedneſs, Guiltineſs, and Diſability 
to bear the Vengeance of it : That, in God alone is all its 
bleſſednefs : and that yet, it cannot poſſibly come at him, 
butasdry'd Stubble to a Devouring flame. And yetagen, If 
he comes not, he dyes in the place where he is, and muſt 
dwell with everlaſting burnings ; And withall hears of a 
Mediatour who caits out None that come to Him; and by 
whom he may come to God both ſafely and acceptably ; 
There will need no violent hand on the Will ; Even love to 
bimſelf will make the Soul Wings, 
There is, indeed, a violent (or rather, Almighty) Re- 
ſtraint and Caſting-out of him that did uſurp upon the Will, 
& pervert it, by deluding the underitanding with falſe gloſ- 
ſes and Carnal Reaſonings; Which being diſpelled by the 
true Light's ſhining, the-Will falls-in with it, and follows 
withperfet freedom.Chriſt offer'd noviotence to the Aſar, 
when He caſt-out the legion, but thereby reſtor'd him to his 
proper freedom ; For, We preſently find-him' at Feſzs feet Luke 8. 35. 
Clothed and in his Right Minde; Defiring Now to dwell 
with Him, the Sight of whom (before) was a torment to 
him. | | 
The Underſtanding (when the faculties are put in order 
by Renovation )8the ſpirit of the Will; whict therefore 
looks and goes the ſame way,as of Courſe, (asthe wheeles 
did after the living-Creatures)without any forreign'or vio- Ezek.1:15. 
lent Conſtraint : It hath Now a Spring within tt, by whictt 
it is Moved and: Guided(it ſelf beitg-alfo Renewed and fan- 
Qified)according to this Renewed Light: As a Needle, that 
is rightly touch'd, Needs not be fore'd'to Fook-towards the 
Pole; It will do it by Sympathy : If the eye be ſingle, the My... 
whole body is full of light. | : 
| But, ſuppoſe the thing objected to be trae; (Namely, 
That in-Converſion,the Will ſiffereth violence;) It. no-way 
deſerves tobe Styled Cruel or Tyranical(as ſome (extream- 
ly'tender in Nature's Concerns)do preſtiimeto (| my” 
mY 
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(indeed) to be complained of,in the leaſt; Since the tenden- 


cyand iſſue thereof is an Infinite good, Was it not a Mer- 
cy to Feremy,That the Word of the Lord was as fire un his 
bones, that he could not forbear ſpeaking, rather than be con- 
founded for holding his peace 2 How much better is it, To 
enter into life halt or maymed, than go into hell with a 
whole skin / I hope, there is none ſo much beſides them- 
ſelyesas tojudge otherwiſeof it ; Or complain of their be- 
ing compell'd to go to Heaven, tho' it were by a Whirle- 
wind and Charet of fire. At fir/#, (I grant) 'tis pure neceſ- 
ſity drives to Chriſt ; but Afrerwaras, His perſonal Excel- 
lency and Lovelineſs: conſtrain to abide with Him; (A 
Sweet and Bleſſed Compulhion ! .) And now you would not 
leave Him agen,although the firſt neceſſity of your going to 
Him werequite at an ead. 

But fill we ſay, (as before) That the Will is not viola- 
ted,butchanged : and that ina due and orderly way, by be- 
ing made ſubject to an enlightened Underitanding ; Then 
which, there-is nothing more pleaſant and Natural to it. 


* Now; As touching Inferences upon this Doctrine,I reduce 


| them to two ſorts: 1 Cautionary, To prevent the Miſuſing fo 


Greata truth: 2 Diredve,to draw-forth ſome of the ſpirits 
of it, into praQtice: And of theſe, Intermixedly and Briefly 
(though capable of. much enlargement,) , . poet's 
In General; Takenotice, That the ſcope and deſigne of 
the Doctrinc,is not to foſter Remiſsneſs in Duty ; Nor to 
Countenancea ſtupid or carnal quiet : But, to ſet forth the 
Fullneſs Freeneſs and Prevalent efficacy of Divine Grace ; 
With the Creatur's nothingneſs(as to any conſiderable Act) 
in this Matter. More particularly : . 
. 1. Preſumenot your ſelf Intereſſed in the Promiſe of Eter- 
nal life, untill you tind in your Self thoſe neceſſary Eviden- 
tial Qualifications of Faith and Regeneration : Or atleaſt, 
a truly earnelt and reltleſs purſuit after them; I will nor 
let Thee go exccept Thoubleſs me. 1450 
[I..Let not the Means bedeſpiſed, becauſe of themſelves 
not Sufficient to ſave ;: Where the Means are, the Lord 
CX- 
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expects that Men ſhould uſe them ; and we read not of any 
Saved without, where they might be had. 

III, Let no Man fit itill inthe wilfull or careleſs negle& 
of hisduty ; pretending, That if Elected, he ſhall ſurely be 
Saved ; Ifnot, all he cando will not help him : Sucha dif- 
poſition argues a great height of Pride, or Sullenneſs of ſpi- 
rit, and Enmity again{t God : Fly from it as from Hell ; It 
is truly that Death which Hell follows after. As on the con- 
tr2ry, ye can hardly havea more hopefull ſymptom of your 
State, than a ſerious attendance upon God in His way: And 
in ſeeking to know your Election, begin at the Right End ; 
Give all diligence to make your Calling ſure; and the cer- 
tainty of your Election will fall-in upon it. 

I V. Takenotice(from the Import and Tenor of the Con- 
trary Doftrine) what ſtanding need and uſefulneſs there is 
of thoſe often repeated Cautions, To Try the ſpirits; Search 
the Scriptures, Take heed how you hear; and Not to be led by 

fair ſhews inthe fleſh ; (which is, to be caught with chaff.) 

The more ſmooth and pleaſing notions are to the carnal Ear, 

the more to be ſuſpeed, and throughly examined before 

they paſs. Let the Drift ofthe Law and teſtimony deter- 
mine the Queſtion ; And that will tell you, Thoſe Doctrines 
are not to be held guiltleſs,that cry-up that Excellent Crea- 
ture Mar; with the Strength and capacity of natural Rea- 
ſon; the ſufficiency of Free-will-Grace ; (and truly I know 
not what ; For they are not after the patern of wholſom 
words ;) Making Theſe the great hinge whereon the De- 
ſign (that glorious Deſign) of Grace in Election, The Me- 
diation of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghot's operations, muſt 
all hang and Move; yea be fruſtate too,and come to nothing; 
except the Reaſon of Man will dethrone it ſelf,and ſubmit 
to That which it reckons fooliſhneſs. Remember, that God- 
linefs 6a Myſtery ; which it could not be ſaid to be, if Rea- 
ſon could comprehend it. With all your care and drcum- 
ſpection therefore,avoyd & fly-from that dangerous quick- 
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IV. 


ſand; which the Fews ſunk into and periſhed; and how ma=- Rom.g.31.32. 


ny, in our days, are in dangerof it ! It hath ſlain its Thou- 
ſands for others ſingle Tens. 


F - 


Gal.3-12» 
Rom. 9. 31, 32» 


Jer.17-5,67» 


Infer. V. 


2 King. 2. 14+ 
Joh.11.43. 
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If you think to have faith, or ſpecial Grace, upon your 
Improvement of that which is Common, you miltake your 
Mark ; you build on a wrong foundation ; and are yet un- 
der a Covenantof works : under which no Man was ever 
Saved, Nor ſhall be. This was the Caſe with thoſe who fol- 
lowed after the law of Righteouſneſs, and did not attain toit : 
W hat was it that hindred ? They ſought it (45 ut were) by 
the works of the law: And yet the Gentiles, who ſought it nor, 
attain dit. Where Note, by the way, That thole who do 
not at all, ſeck after Righteouſneſs and lite, arc in as likely 
a Way to ſpced, as thoſe who ſeck it wndaly ; that is, by 
works of their own. ; 

In vain is Salvation looked-for from tFe hills of Natural 
freedom, Free-will-Grace, - Humane Improvements, or 
whatever els is of highcit eſteem with Men : None in ſuch 
danger of being broke-off, (that is, of lofing That they 
profeſs and ſeem to have, ) as Thoſe who are high-wnded, 
who ſtand on their terms, and will not yield without taking 
their baggage with them : It was the very ſame with thoſe 
Carnal Fews, We have Abraham to our father, Were never in 
bondage to any Man; And, Are We alfo blind? If thy Carnal 
heart have been hankering that way,. and now brought-off ; 
Bleſs the Lord for it, Remember the danger thou haſt e- 
ſcap'd, and come no- more There ; And bear in thy heart 
(as a frontlet between thine eyes) that good word record- 
ed in Feremy, which ſhews the danger of making Fleſh 
thine Arm , and the bleſſedneſs of Truſting onely tir the 
LORD. | 


V..If the Divine power be ſoabſolutely Neceſſary, Then : 


be ſure that you reſt uot on Mean: or Miniſtry, though the | 
beſt; Uſe them as Means, but 1t 4 have ;your eye toward. | 
that Power and Grace, which alone can make them effeQtu- | 
al : Eliſha ſmote the Waters with Elijah's Cloak; but it. \ 


was the God of Ehjah that parted them hither and thither, to 


make away over : Men Rolled the'ſtone fram. -Lazarws his | 
_ but Chriſt was He who brought Lazarms forth. Our | 
y is to mind our duty, and to have our faith in- God, as: \ 


the principal part of it ; For he it-is, who ts both the Maker 
1] | of 
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of our playſter, and the layer of it on : Who alſo doth infl u-{ 
ence and Manage it for us, from firlt to laſt. 

V I. If all that pertains to Salvation, be given in Right V1. 
of Election ; Then let every Soul that ſeeks for Spiritual 
Gifts, and would be ſure.to ſpeed, apply himſelf to Elett- 
zag love; andletall your thankfulneſs for all that you have 
or hope for, be referred to that love: For, That is the Rock 
out of which they are hewen ; the Fountaia and ſpring from 
whence they proceed. See the Bounty and Nobleneſs of it/ 

Electing love not onely provides your Zome,but ſends you 

Wagons and Proviſion tor the Way : Regard not your Stuff; 
(whatever you have of yoxr ow, be it good, or be it bad; ) 

For, the good of all the land i yours. Make mention of no- 

thing that's properly T b:e,except the Greatneſs of thy ſins, Pial. 25.11. 
(as David) The power of Indwelling Corruption,(as Paul) Rom.7. 
Thy Unability to Serve Him, (as Foſhua and Feremy :)that, Jer.1.5. 
without Faith thou canit not pleaſe God, Nor give Glory Rom.4.21. 
to Him: That without Holineſs thou canſt not ſhew-forth 

His virtues,nor anſwer the End for which He hath Choſen 

thee : And (finally) that thou canſt be Sanctified by that 

Will onely, which Wills thy SanCtification, Heb.10.9,10. 

When Moſes would prevail for the Gracious preſence 
of God with that People, what does heplead for it ? Re- 
member (ſays he) this Nation ts Thy People ; And Wherein 
ſhall it be known, that I and Thy People have found Grace in Ex0.33.13,15: 
Thy fight ? Is it not in this, That Thou goeſt withus ? Here Deut.19.15. 
you ſee, he makes God's preſence with them, an Evidence 
of His having Choſen them; And from His Chooſing them, 
he draws an Argument Why He ſhould be wh them. 

Moſes duritnot ſay, They are a People that keep thy Com- 
mands; They are perſons of a very honeſt ingenuons d:ſpoſt- 
tion, (as ſome ſpeak;) A Trattable ſort of Men, that have 
complied with Thee, and better Improved Thy Favors than 
therr Neighbours have done; Therefore Own them, and Go 
with them : No, but Conſider (1 pray Thee) that they are 
Thy People ; Thou haſt Choſen them above all people ; and 
therefore deal with them above the rateof Thy dealing with 
other Men. 

Dd 2 In 
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In like manner, Having received any ſpecial Favour 
from God; Sacrifice not to your better deſervings : but as 
Daniel, (who, tho' a Man of great Wiſdom, yet ſayes he) 
Dan,2.39, Thus ſecret is not Revealed to me for anyWiſdom that I have 
more than any living, Thus alſo, wetind David deporting 
himſelf, when Nathan brought him that gracious meſſage 
from God, how great things He would doe for him and 
for his Houſe; what does David put it upon? Thox Lord 
God knoweſt thy ſervant : i. e. Thou knowelt, that I have 
| done nothing which might move Thee to this Munificent 
25am.7.20,21. bounty : But for thy Word's ſake, and according to thine 
own heart, Thou haſt done all theſe Great things : This 1s 
the voice of the Man after God's own heart. 
Agen, Suppoſe you have done any ſignal ſervice for God; 
Retire into ſelf-abaſement, and Magnifie God that He was 
pleaſed to vouchſafe you that honour : Thus alſo did Da- 
vid; when ſetting his affection to the Houſe of God, he 
had gathered that huge incredible Maſs of Treaſure for the 
building of it : He wonders not ſo much at his having got- 
tenit, (tho' that might well be wondred at;) as that he 
had an heart ſo freely to Devote it to that Sacred uſe; Who 
iChr.29.14 am, (ſayes he) and what is my People that we ſhould be 
able to offer thus willingly ! For, all things are of Thee, He 
acknowledgeth their W:/l:ngneſs to offer, to be as much of 
God, as the Offering it ſelf. And Paul, having laboured 
more abundantly than all the Apoſtles, puts from himſelf 
1 Cor.15.10, the honour of it; Not I, bur the Grace of God that was 
with Me. 
Three or four Things (tn ſeeking for ſpiritual bleſſings ) be 
ſure to keep ſtillin your mind. 
7. That you muſt be Nothing in your ſelf: New Wine 
is not for o/d bottles; The Bottles muſt firlt be /2done, and, 
 Math.g.17, made-up Azew; Or els, The Wine will be ſpilt, and the 
| bottles periſh, All your imaginary Righteouſneſs, Wiſ- 
dom, Strength,&c, muſt be parted from you : And to part 
with them, is as neceſſary, as to leave your Aade-ground, 
and build on the firm Rock. 


, 


2, That 
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2. That Spiritual Bleſſings are a G:fr, and will not ad- 
mit of any Plea which may ſeem to make them Wages, 
What the Scriptures hold-forth as a Motive with God, 
That you may plead, and that is His Name: And indeed 
Nothing els 1s pleadable at the Throne of Grace, Eſteem 
not your ſelf the better for what you may carry with you 
Think not tobe accepted becauſe of your preſext - It is not 
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your Money, nor your double money in your hand, that Ifa.55.1. 


will fetch you Corn from Above, (tho it may from Egypr:) 


Silverand Gold, Works and Worthineſs, are of no value Joh.7.37. 


at the Mint of Free-Grace : There it is, and Thence ye muſt 
have whatever may render you welcom at the Court of 
Heaven. 

3. Be not over-ſolicitous how you ſhall ſpeed; Nor 
think you ſhall fare the worſe for coming in ſo rarrer d and 
pittiful a Condition : Free Grace iz Compaſſionate, Rich, 
Bountiful : you are not the leſs welcom becauſe you bring 
Nothing : The beſ# qualification is to finde your ſelf //- 
qualified, Empty, Hungry, Poor, Naked, Blinde, Miſera- 
ble. Electing-love hath provided Enough , and Aore ; 
Not bread and water onely, (though zheſe are very welcom 
to an hungring and thirſty ſoul; but Wine and 2k, Wine 


on the lees, A feaſt of fat things: Not Aprons made of fig- 1(1.24.6; 
leaves, or Coats of Beaſts-sk:ns; but Long Robes of Lin- Rev.198. 


aen,, fine and white : Not money made of Leather, or baſe 
Mettal, (that would burthen One to carry a Month's pro- 


viſion of it;) But Gold; and of That the fineſ#, and rryed Rev.3.18. 


7a the fire; which hath nothing of Droſs or Cankerins 
Ruſt adhering to it. And if thou have but ittle, look on 
that /irtle as'an Earneſtof More; To him that hath ſhall be 


given : Altho' thou be but ſmoakeng flax, He will not quench If. $2.3. 


thee. 7 
4. Beſure you leavenot Out your Mediatour, the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt : Electing love doth All in Him, and ſo mult 
you: Ask all in His Name, and then fay, Lord, He vs 

Worthy for whoſe ſake Thou ſhor.ldeſt doe this ! And withall 
Take heed of Parching; Joyn not Law ani Grace toge- 
ther, leſt the Rend be maſe worſe : The Righteouſneſs 
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Ir fer, VI. 


Eph.1. 4- 


Pſal. 44.2 & 3- 
Exod. 23.28, 


Numb.21.17. 


Infer. VII. 
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wherein you muſt appear before God, 15 not made-up of 
divers ſorts and peeces, partly His and partly your own : 
but a Scamleſs Veiture, wrought throughout of one kinde 
of ſubſtance, and by One hand : In this you may appoach 
with boldneſs, and touch the top of the Golden Scepter. 

V1. Having ſo Firmand Impregnable a Rock to found 
your faith upon, why thould the Greatelt of Difficulties, 
even the power of Innate Corruption, Diſcourage any Soul 
from Caltting it ſelf upon Electing love ; As that which is 
perfectly Able, and the very delign of it, is, To Subdue ini- 
quity as wellas to pardor it? It choſe us not becauſe we 
were or would be Holy, but That we might be ſoa; And to 
that End, Undertakes the whole of our Work for us; It is 
between us and Sin,as it was between 1/rael and the Canaa- 
mites ; Untill the Lord began to Drive, they did not ſtirr ; 
They were Gyarts, too big for Graſ-hoppers to deal with ; 
Had iron Charcts, and Cities walled up to Heaven ; And 
yet, that Company of Graſ-hoppers turn'd them out ; And 
this,becauſe the Lord who gave them that Land, was in the 
head of them ; He went before them,and cut-out their way 
for them : Whiles He drove,they weredriven; When He 
ceaſed, the work itood-ſtill ; Nay, His own People were 
Routed and put to the worſe. And weſhall find both 2Zoſes 
and Foſhuaſtill uſing Arguments fetch'd from the Covenant 
tharGod had made with them,by which alwayes they were 
Supported. Letus dolikewiſe, Make Election our Al ; 
Our Bread, Water, Munition of Rocks, and what ever els 
we can ſuppoſe to Want : Here we are ſure of Supply and 
Safety; It's a Tower that's really walled up to Heaven; A 
Never-to-be-emptied Cloud of Mannah ; and a Facodb's 
Well that is Never dry : 'Tis deep indeed, and you have 
Nothing todraw-with; yet be not disheartned; Stay by it, 
and the Well it ſelf will Riſe-up to you, rather than you 
ſhall want. 

VII. Having doneall you can, and in the midſt of your 
Doing, Walk þurbly, as living on Another's bounty:Af/ume 
not to your ſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your Salvation,and 
of all the Conducements thereto, to Electing Grace; _ 

1ang 


_ Of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. = 
hang-on that Root alone: Even Faith it ſelf, as it is the Be- 
levers act, is not w be Reited in, Nor to ihare in this Glo- 
ry; We may ſay of Faith, as he to Fal:x, By thee we enjo —_ 
w_ quietneſs:; (but the honour thereof hilly reload Tm 
Ceſar who gave them that Governour : ) Give unto Faith 
its due ; - Accept alwaits.and in all places the benefits you have 
byit, with all thankfullneſs : For, it docs you mitny: good 
Offices, and you cannot live without it; Onely 2x the 
Throne let Grace be above it ; For, That's the Potentare 
which puts Faith in that Capacity, and maintains it there ; 
And the truth is, True Faith is beſt contented with its pro- 
per place, To this End the Lord tells His People, It was 
not their Sword, nor their Bow ; that drove out their Ene- 
mies : But, (fay ſome)Ir was the Sword and Bow which 
God put into their hands, and which they Manfully em- 
ployed ? No, God will not have Men arrogate ſo much to. 
themſe!ves; but to acknowledge, Ir is God that ſubdues our Phl.52.12, 
enemies under us, The Pcople with Gideon He reckons tog Judges,7-2+ 
many to give the Azidianites into their hands, Leſt they 
ſhould Vaunt tbemſelves againſt Him.Faith and other Graces 
are Mighty onely through God : As they are His Workman- 
ſhip, fo'tis He onely can keep them Gong, (asa Watch or 
other Engine cannot wind-up it ſelf.) To frame a Perperu- 
a! Motion, no Man hath ever attain'd; No, not in trifling 
Matters. As thou had{t no hand in changing thy heart 
at firſt ; So neither, of thy ſelf, in carrying-on the work 
afterwards ; All our Sufficiency is of God : Evenall the 
Strivings of the Saints are according to the Workings of G41 > 8; 
Gozttn them; Tis true indeed, That a good Tree will cq,1.25. 
bring-forth good fruit z but not without Sz, Ayr, 
Dew, and other Heavenly influences; For, if ſeparate 
from theſe; the Tree it ſelf will dye : So, without a cor- 
tinual Communication of virtue from Above, the New Cant.4.16-. 
Creature can neither Ai nor live, Depend therefore | 
on that Radical Grace (1.c. On the God of all Grace ;, ) 
for Preſerving and Actuating the Grace He hath given. 
you. Reſt not in this, That you know God,but rather That Gal. 4.5 
you are known of God, 


Py 
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I ſhall cloſe this head, as Fohn the Apoſtle doth his firſt 
Epiſtle; where having aſſerted the Divinity of Chriſt, he 
preſently ſubjoyns, Litrle Children keep your ſelves from I- 
r Joh.5.21- gol ; Sofay we, of Eleting love ; (which was (indeed ) 
the Root and Cauſe of Chriſt Himſelf as a Mediatour; ) 
What-ever you lean-upon beſides and without reſpelt to 

That, you make an Idol of it, 


(209) 

HIS Pt Hl WT HEL Lahti 
OF 

Perſeverance 


OR 


T he certain and effettual Progreſs 
of Elethion. 


OR the firmer ſupport and comfort of Believers, not- 

withſtanding the preſent weakneſs of their Faith ; 

As alſo, toallure and bring-in Others, who are han- 

kering about thedoor, or yet in the high-wayes and 

hedges ; It hath pleaſcd the Holy and only Wiſe God, to in- 

dulge us with plain and poſitive aſſurance of the certain con- 

tinuance and going-on,of All who have oxce believed and re- 

ceived the Grace of God in truth ; Albeit, that many con- 
cern'd in this aſſurance, attain not to it, 

That Faith and Holineſs do inſeperably follow Election, 
isſhewn afore : Our buſineſs now is. to ſhew, that Faith and 
Holineſs are of an abiding nature, and ſhall never be loſt: And 
this is that we call PERSEVERANCE. Which being the 
Crown and Glory of all the former Points ; and that as ſecure; 
to us the comforts ariſing thence ; being alſo as much im- 
pugned as any of Thoſe : the proof and confirmation there- 
. of, is apparently neceſſary, and tending to profit : And I 
truſt, it ſhallnot onely appear, that the Doctrine 1s Tre 
but alſo replete with Arguments promotive of Holineſs; 


by which, the contrary opinion will beſt be contradicted: 
E e For, 


2 COr. 2.17. 
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For, ſoit:s, inthe Wiſdom of God, that every Truth has 
that in it, as properly tends to its own defenſe and eitab- 
liihment. | 

It's the property of Men truly wiſe, to enterpriſe onely 
attzinable things,and things worthy tieir wiſdom ; as alſo, ſo 
!'0ſrame and module the wears, as not tomils their intent : 
Much more mult it become, and be incumvent upon Him 
who is Wiſdom it ſeif, ſo to d9: if, then, the Ultimate 
End of all things, he the'Glory of God ; aud the ſecond great 

End, the Salvation of His Choſen : It may well be concluded, 
that the properelt means for attainmeit, are pitched upon ; 
and thoſe, ſuchas will compaſs his End. Hencealſo, we 
may be ſatisfied, that all intermediate Occurrences. (How- 
ever improper in their own nature, and caſual to us, ) 
were all tore-appointed of God, and that by a Decree molt 
wiſeand fixed ; and conſequently, are and ſhall be ſo diſpen- 
ſed, as not to hinder, but help-on and bring-about, the thing 
principally defign'd ; which therefore ſhall not (canner) miſ- 
carry, nor be finally diſturbed. | 

However therefore, Men of corrupt minds may ſtumble 
at the Word, Change the Truth of God into a lye, and turn 
his Grace into laſciviouſneſs ; and ſome others, (not of de- 
ſign but)by miſtake and unacquaintedneſs with the true ſtate 
of theQuettion ; may difapprove and object againtt it : Yet 
may not the Truth be diſcarded, nor its friends be thy to 

Ownit; Butſtrive the more induſtriouſly,by their Sobriety, 
Meeckneſs, Holineſs, andall good fruits, to make the World 
know; that To the Pure all things are pure ;, whiles to vther 
Men(through the impurity of their own ſpirits) all things 

aredefiled, and turned into fin : And in particular, that the 

Doctrine of God's unchangeable love to his Choſen,and their 
Endleſs abiding therein, is no way an inlett;, or Encourage- 

ment to ſin, or Remiſsneſs in Duty ; but is, indeed, the 

powerfulleſtitrengthner againſt Apoltacy ; and molt effectu- 
al quickner to Goſpel obedience. 

_ As touching this Doctrine, the ſubſtance of what I intend, 

is reduced into this Propoſition : v#z. 


Thats 
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That all and every one of God's Ele, being once Prop. 


Regenerate and Believing 3 are and ſhall invinci- 
bly be carried on, to the perfeF obtainment of 
Bleſſedneſs and Glory. 


Towards the Evidenceing of this Truth, 1. lctus take-11: 
things of a lower conſideration, than that of Etcraal Salvati- 
on; andſee, how thoſe perſons (formerly initanced) being 
deſtined of God to eminent ſervice in the World, werecar- 
ried thorow, and that complete!y, to the cad of their work ; 
Notwithſtanding the greateit difficulties and natural impoſ- 
bilities, that ſtood in their way to impede it. By which will 
appear the ſure effect of God's Purpoſes, even in the midit 
of all intervenie.it Obſtructions; and will contribute (not 
a little) to illuſtrate the Truth in hand. 

1. I begin with Abraham's ſezd: In Ger, 12, 7, Theland 
of Canaan is given them by Promiſe: 1/aas, in whomthis 
Seed ſhould be called, was not yet born ; Nor yet, untill both 


his Parents were paſt age. To help this, the Lord brings- gen. 13.11. 


back the Sun many degrees; makes itanew ſpring-time with 
them, and gives them 1/aac. When Iſaac was Married, 


his wife proves barren : After twenty years waiting, the chap. 25. 21- 
Lord ( inanſwer to prayer ) gives her Conception. Now, yerſe 23. 


two Children they had; the Elder of which, the Lord rejects; 
and the other, ( to whom the Promiſe belong'd) in danger e- 
very day to be killed by his Brother ; and ſo, theline of the 


Promiſe in danger of failing Facob, to ſave his life, flies to chap.27.48. 
Padan- Aram; there Laban deals hardly with him; and when chap.28.2. 
 hemade homewards, follows him with evil intent : But, the chap.31.4r. 
Lord in a dream takes him off, No ſooner is he eſcap'd from V-23-20d 24- 
him,but Eſaz comes again{t him with four hundred Men,full chap.32.6. 


bent to revenge the old grudge : The Lord turns his heart in 


a moment, and melts him into brotherly affection ; that in- chap.33.4. 
ſtead of deitroying Facob, he proffers himſelfto be his Guard v, 12. 


and Convoy. When S:imtoz and Levi had ſo highly pro- 


voked the Canaanites, that it was a Thouſand to One but chap.34.25. 
they would come and cut off Facob's family at once ; the Lord chap.3s.s. 


Ee2 cauſes 
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cauſes a terrourto tall upon them, that they do not ſo much 
as look after them. When a ſeven years Famine was com- 


ch.37. 28.with ing on the land ; (likely enough to eat up poor Facob and his 


chap.41.54- 


Exod. 1.12, 


Gen«37,7,9 
IT, 


V. 12, 


V, 22, 


V-24s 
V.28, 


houſe) the Lord, by a ſtrange Providence, ſends an Harbin- 
ger to make proviſion for them in Ezypr. When opprelt by the 
Ep yptians, andall means uſed to deitroy them, and that both 
witi craft and cruelty ; the Lord ſo orders the Matter,that the 
more they were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew ; andby an 
high hand brings them out at lait, | 

In the Wilderneſs, they carry themſelves as unworthily 
towards God, as ever People did ; doing all that in themlay 
to cut off the intail of that good land, by their unbelief, and 
dayly repeated Rebellions ; infomuch that the Lord threat- 
ens to diſpoſſeſs them : But, for his Promiſe ſake made with 
Abraham, withdraws his hand and ſpares them. 

I might inſtance alſo, the great ſtreights and dangers they 
were in at the Red-Sea, which the Lord divided for them; 
Afterwards for want of water, which he brings them out of a 
Rock : Then for Bread, which alſo he gives them from Hea- 
ven : How they weredenied paſſage by ſome, and way-laid 
by Others ; and yetcarriedon and delivered : and at laſt, how 
the Lord drove out thoſe Gyants, whom they deſpaired of 
Overcoming ; and ſo gave them the land in poſſeſſion, accord- 
to his promiſe hundreds of years afore : There failed not 
ought of any good thing the Lord had promiſed : It all came to 


paſs, Joſh. 21. 45. 
2. Foſeph: Little Foſeph is one whom the Lord will ho- 


nour ; which in ſeveral dreams he intimates to him : His bre- 
thren do therefore hate him; and, to fruſtrate his dreams, 
(which fignified their ſubjection to him) they conſpire to 
killhim : And how ſhall Foſeph eſcape ? They are ten to one 


againſthim, and he theleaſt. Rexber (who being the eldeſt, 


was moſt concern d, in point of honour, to hinder Foſeph's ad- 
vancement;) he ſhall relentat the very motion of making 
him away, and out of reſpect to his Father ſhalldeliver him. 
Well, though they will not preſently «ill him, they'l caſt 
him into a pit ; where, in all likelihood,he muſt periſh : But, 
in the good providence of God,the 1ſhmaclite Merchants paſs 


by 
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by in the very nick of time,ere any wild Leaſt ſhall have found 


him, or his brethren determin'd worſe againlt him : To them 


they ſell him, and by them he is brought into Egype, (far e- 
nough out of Fac-bs inquiry) and ſold to the Captain of Pha- 
raoh's guard ; (a perſon likely enough to deal roughly with 


him. Bur, here the Lord ownes him; and to bring him into Gen.37.2, 3,4. 


favour makes all that he doth, to proſper : which his Maiter 
obſerving, puts the management of all his eſtate into Foſeph's 
hands. Now there's fair hopes of his coming to honour : 


But, how ſoon is it dath'd ! Foſeph being a goodly perſon, his v. 7. 
laſcivious Miſtreſs tempts him to folly; Which the fear of y, g. 
God keeping him from, the miſreports him to his Madter, v, x7, 
— her own wickedneſs upon him, Hereby Porzphar's y. 20. 


favor is loſt, and Feſeph caſt into Priſon ; anddealt ſo hardly 


with, that The Iron entred into his ſoul, Now, all hopes of pf.zoe.18. 


preferment are gon, and what will become of his dreams ? 
Yet ſtill, the Councel ofthe Lord, that ſhall ſtand ; and this 


downfal of Foſeph, ſhall prove another itep to his rifiag : And gen. 40. 


to make way for it, two of Pharaoh's Servants ſhall fall under 
their Lord's diſpleaſure, be put in priſon, and committed to 
Foſeph's keeping : Here they ſhall dream ; 7oſeph ſhall inter- 
pret, and the event ſhall anſwer it. Now the day begins agen 
to dawn upon Foſeph, and by the chief Butlers reſtorement, 
ſome hopes of his inlargement : but this agen is ſoon over- 
caſt, for the Butler forgate him. Notwithſtanding all which, 


the providences of God do ſtill purſue his Decree, and ceaſe gen. gr. 
not, till Foſeph is Lord over Egypt, and his brethren bow chap. 42.6. 


down before him. 


3. David : God promiſeth David to give him the King- 1 Sam. 26.12. 


dom, and anoints him to it. What, notwithſtanding all poſſ- 
ble interveniences ? Yes, for the promiſe is abſolute: Hath 
the Lord ſaid it, and ſhall he not do it ? If therefore, Saul 
caſt a Javelinat him(unſuſpected,)to nail him to the Wall ; a 
ſharpeneſs of eye, and agility of body, ſhall be given him to 
| diſcern andavoid it: Ifhedetermineevil _ him, Fona- 
than ſhall advertiſe him of it. If he ſend Me 


prophecying: And if he ſend others, and others after __ : 
cy 


engersto Naioth 1 Sam. 19. 20- 
to apprehend him; they ſhall forget their errand, and fall a 24- 
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1 SIN. 23. 12. 


I Kings 13.2, 
2 KingS 11.2. 


2 Kings 20.6, 
with ch.13.16, 


Ads 9. 23-25. 
chap.21.31-33 


Atts 2 3.14,23 


A Pradical Diſcourſe 


they ſhalldo likewiſe : yea, Saul himſelf ſhall turn prophet 


foraday anda night together, that David may have time to 
eſcape, If he beina City that will betray him, and not a 
fricnd among them to adviſe him of it; the Lord Himſelf 
will be his intelligencer, and ſend him Out, If Saxl's Army 
have encompaſs'd him, and no way left to eſcape; the 
Philiſtines ſhall invade the land, and tidings ſhall come in the 
very initant, and take him off, If an hoaſt do encamp againſt 
him, he'l not be afraid: Why ſo ? The Lord had made an 
abſolute promiſe, and therefore if no help on earth, He ſhall 
ſend from Heaven and ſave me: Yea, David's wavcring, (at 
times)and the weakneſs of his Faith, ſhall not hinder it: and 
the Reaſon of all, we have in 1 Chroz, 17. 7. and 8. The Lord 
took him tobe Ruler over his People, and therefore he was with 
him whcre ever he went, 


4. Foſiab: A Child ſhall be born to the houſe of David, 
Foſiah by name; who {hall offer the bones of Feroboam's 
prieſts upon his Altar, If (therefore) Arkaliab determine 
to deſtroy all the ſeed-Royal, Foaſh ſhall be itollen- from 
amons the reſt, and reſerved ; and by him Davzd's line ſhall 
be continued : Hezekzab, though ſick unto death, he ſhall not 
dye; but be healed ( as it were) by a miracle; and fifteen 
years added to his life, rather then Manaſſeh, who mult be 
Foſiah's Grand-father, ſhall be unborn, 


5. Paul: Paul was achoſen Veſlel, appointed to, preach 
Chriſt to the Gentiles ; and at laſt, to bear witneſs of Him at 
Rome : And this muſt be done,altho' Bonds, Impriſonments, 
and Death it ſelf, do attend him in every place, If they 
lye in wait for himat Damaſcus, and watch the gates night 
and day, to kill him ; he ſhall be let-down by the Wall in a 
basket, and ſo eſcape them : If all Fer«ſa/em be in an uproar 
to kill him; the chief Captain ſhall come with an Army and 
reſcue him, (tho' no friend to Paul, nor to his Cauſe: ) If 
more than Fourty Men have bound themſelves with an oath, 
that they will neither eat nor drink, till they have kill'd him ; 
his kinſman ſhal hear of it,aud by his means the chief Captain 


ſhall be his friend agen, and grant him a ſufficient Convoy ; 
an 
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and this attempt ſhall be an occaſion of ſending him to Rome, 


where his lat teltimony is to be given. If Jews and Gen- 
tiles make an aſſau!t together, to uſe him deſpitefully and 
to itone him ; hetha!l be aware of it, and by fleeing ſave him- 
ſelf; (by which means alſo the Goſpel thall be further 
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ſpread.) But, ſuppoſe hebe icit in their hands ; and they fo As.14.5,6. 


farr prevail, as to itone him, and drag him out of the City ; 
then (ſure) his work's at an end ? No, All this rhall not hin- 


der; Death it ſelf hall not ſeperate Paul from his work, It ch.16.19,25, 


1s not his being rwice ſtoned, noriis thrice ſuffering Ship- 
wreck, Nor his veing in deaths often, nor any thing elſe, 
that ſhall make-void the purpoſe of God for his bearing wit- 
neſs of Chriſt at Rome; as is abundantly evident by the ttories 
of him, and the event at lait. 

Other inſtances might be produced, to the ſame effect ; 
But, by theſe we may take an eitimate of the thing under 
proof; and rationally infer, that if the Lord be ſo exact and 
punctual, in performing his word touching theſe leſſer 
things ; carrying-on His work through ſuch a preaſs of natu- 
ral oppoſitions; much more will He be,in ſecuring and bring- 
ing about the Eternal welfarc of his Choſen: That as he dealt 
by His People of old; He bear them upon Eagles wings,(above 


the Reach of danger) and kept them as the Apple of Hweye ; Exod.19.4. 
(with all poſſible care and tenderneſs) untill He had brought Deut.32.10. 


them to Himſelf: So will He carry it towards His Elect;For, 
he values the World but little, ſave with reſpect to them 


Il. Now, for amore direct proof of the Doctrine: Though 
two or three Witnefſes might ſuffice to citatliſh-it; yet, 
ſince the Scriptures do abound with Teltimonies for it ; ( the 
Collection whereof may bc uſeful to us, for helping our faith 
in times of obſcurity and danger : as alſo, to fortific againit 
the aſſaults of ſuch as teach final Apoitacy) I am ſomwhat the 
larger in bringing them together; with ſome af thoſe Ge- 
nuine Deductions that flow from them, 

In the Old Teſtament, are many Petitions and Reſolves 
made by holy Men, which import the truth of this Doctrine ; 
As, (namely) That the Lord will perfett that which concerns 


them: That He will not for ſake the workof His own bands: That p, 198.8. 
He 


v.28, 


John 4. 


V.14» 
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He will guide them by His Conneells, and after receive them to 
Glory : And that, in the mean time, Nene of their ſteps ſhall 
fiide ;, and this, becauſe Jr # God that girds them with 
ftrength, and He will make their way perfe#, Pſalm 18.32, 
(with many others, as alſo in Pau/'s Epittles,) In every of 
which is implyed a Promiſe of the thing prayed for, or con- 
cluded upon : For, without ſucha Promiſe they -could not 
have done it in faith ; nor meetly have given them down as 
matter of inſtruction to Others. But, we know they ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; Who know- 
ing the deep things of God ; What His Decrees were ; and 
what was contained in the Promiſe of Erernal life- before the 
World ; drew out their hearts to Believe, and formed their 
prayers accordingly. But, beſides theſe, we have many ex- 
preſs promiſes and affirmations of it, | 

In the 10th.of Fohn,Our Saviour ſayes,His ſheep ſhall never 
periſh; which is, ineffect, their faith ſhall never fail : For, 
ſafe they cannot be from periſhing, without the ſecurement 


- of their Faith : And in Fohr 4: (ſpeaking of the Spiritof Ho- 


lineſs which Believers receive from Him) He ſaith expreſs- 
ly, Whoſoever drinketh thereof, ſhall never thirſt: (3. e.It 
{hall never be dryed up ) but ſhall be in him, a Well of Water 
ſpringing up to Everlaſting life. | 

Prov. 10. 30, The Righteous ſhall never be removed, (i.e, 
They ſhall never fall back into their former ſtate; )and the 
Reaſon is, Becauſe the way of the Lord ts ſtrength to the up- 
right ;v.29., Whether by (the way of the Lord) be meant, 
Hts way or manner of dealing with upright Perſons, which 
is, to zncreaſe their ſtrength; (according to Fob 17. 9.) Or, 
of the Genuine proper:yot God's wayes ;z whichis, to afford 


that peaceand ſatisfaction to thoſe who walk «n them, that 


they aredaily more habituated and connaturalized to them, 
and eſtranged from all wayes elſe; they are both to the pur- 
poſein hand. 

Prov. 24. 16, A juſt Man falleth ſeven times andriſeth up 
agen ; He fajlsnot ſo as to lye where he fell; He falleth 
not into miſchief, as the wicked doth : yea, he rather gets 
Sround by his fall, as v. 5, A an of Wiſdom increaſeth 
ſtrength; By the ſenſe of his own weakneſs, he is led to ftrength 
everlaſting ; as was Paul, 2 Cor, 12.10, - Pro- 
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Prov. 12.21, There ſhall no evil happen to the Fuſt: Then, 
not the greateſt and worſt of evils; which is, To depart 
from the living God: So, v. 3. The root of the Righteoms 
ſhall not be Moved; His fruit may ſometimes be Blighted, 
or blown off, and his branches toſs'd with a tempeſt; -but 
{till, his Root is whereit was ; His life is h:d, and free from 
all Commotion ; and ſhall (therefore) renew both his fruit 
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and branches ; according to that in Feremy, He that truſteth Jer.17.7,8. 


in the Lord ſhall not ceaſe from yielding fruit, 

Fer .32. 49. I willpurt my fear in their hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from Ade, This ( ſay ſome ) is the promiſe 
of affording them Aeans, but not of effeting the exd; 
Therefore ſee Chap. 3. 19. Thou ſhalt call Me my Father, 
and [ ſhalt not) depart from Me: And this, becauſe He 
worketh Efe&ually in them that believe; As at firſt in 
cauſing them to believe, ſo now in maintaining and per- 
fecting their Faith, | 
 Pſalm84. 11, The Lord with-holdeth no good thing from 
them that walk uprightly : And if ſo, then continuing to walk 
uprightly, (being a good thing) ſhall not be withheld from 
them, Whichdeduction is alſo warranted from Fob. 17. 9. 
The Righteous ſhall hold-on his way, and He that bath clean 


hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger; as alſo from Prov.4.18. 


The path of the Fuſt is as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more 
and more, unto the perfeit day, And David further backs it 
in Pſalm 26. 1. where from his preſent Faith, he concludes 


1 Thef. 2. 15+ 


his future progreſs; I have truſted, I ſhall not ſlide; and Pſalm.66.7. 


this, becauſe The Lord holdeth his ſoul in life, and ſuffereth 
not his feet to be moved. 

Afark 16. 16. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved : And 
Fohn 11. 26. Whoſoever liveth and believeth in Me (ſayes 
Chriſt) ſhall never dye : 7. e. Hethat once has Faith ſhall ne- 
verloſe it : For, to ſay, He ſhall keep it, if he do not loſe 
it, (as ſome would give the ſenſe) had beena Comfortleſs 
and empty Notion, and an injudicious way of ſpeaking. 
This is yet further confirmed by Fob 5. 24, He that be- 
lievethis paſſed from death to life, and | ſhall not] come into 
condemnation, 'The Reaſon of all which is, that their Farth 


# founded or a Rock; which Wind and Waves may my Math.7,15. 
F f 


an 


Palm 125.1. 
Tſa. 33. 20. 
Chap.45-I7, 
1 Pet. 2.6. 


Rom.8.38,39. 
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and break themſelves again{t ; But never theRock it ſelf, 
nor That which is built upon it: He that truſteth in the 
Lord, i as Mount Zin, which {cannot | be moved : No, 
Not ſo much as One of the ſtakes of that Tabernacle ſhall be 
removed, and that for ever : They ſhall not be aſhamed nor 
confounded {World without End. | 

It would very much allay that ſuperlative cauſe of Re- 
joycing, [That our Names are written in Heaven,) if poſſt- 
bly they might be blotted out agen;fince we find,in our ſelves 
ſuch a proneneſs to Revolt, (which every one acquainted 
with his own heart, muſt acknowledge : ) But we are ſure, 
Chriit would not propound to us a Pelable ground of re- 
joycing : For, that would have been an inviting us to lean 
on a breakable ſtaff : which kind of dependence,He is ever- 
more calling us from. 

Believers (indeed) are ſometimes foyl'd, but never over- 
come: Though they fall, (and that ſeaven times ina day, 
as was ſaid) As often do they riſe agen: And it's no diſpa- 
_— to their leader, (yea, it is the Glory of a Gene- 
ral) to give his eaemy advantages, and take them agen at 
his pleaſure, to his enemies greater confuſion and over- 
throw. Satan got nothing by his Winnowing Peter ; 
Peter lolt fome ofhis Chaft, (which well might be fpared) 
and the Tempter loſt many an after-advantage; For, the 
World of Believers have been the warier ever ſince, 

Tothis ſecond ſort of evidence, Iihall onely add T hat of 


the Holy _—_ in Row.8, He was perſwaded (that is,He 


was throughly ſwayed in his faith, to believeit for himſelf, 
and deliver it down to the Ages to come, as a Truth infalli- 
ble) That neither Height nor Depth, Nor any other Creature 
ſhallbe able to ſeparate fromthe love of God which ts in Chriſt 
Zeſws our Lord, Hereckons up all that can be named ; and, 
leitany thing might have ſlipt him, he brings in Height 
and Depth ; as being thoſe two extreams that take in All, 
and more than Men can think : and then reſolves, That even 
Theſe hal not be able todo it. And ſurely,if the ſuper-celeſti- 
al height of God's Holineſs,Nor the infra-infernal Depth of 
fr, ſhall ſeparate from that day of Glory, (which the ſons 
of God were Predeitinated to, and for which they _ 


Of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. 


both made and Redeemed, called into and groan for ; ) then 
are Believers Round!y ſecur'd againit final Apoltacy. 


I. A third ſort of evidence for Confirmation, 
are certain Arguments or Reaſons why the 
Saints muſt needs Perſevere in Faith and Hs- 
lineſs. s 


By this word [Needs mult] Ido not underſtand any 9- 
ther kind of neceſlity,than well conſits with perfect freedom; 
ſuch a Neceſſity as was upon Pay} to preach the Goſpel; 
which was a work he rejoyced in: ſuch as was upoa Jeſus 
Chriſt to bring-home his ſheep ; and to lay down his life for 


them : How was He ffreightred till it was accompliſhed ! Luke 12.50. 


That it was written in his heart was no hindrance to the free- 
domofhis will:The expreſſion is well warranted alſo where 
itis ſaid, That the Scripture (ſpeakingof Fudas his tact) 
muſt needs be fulfilled, AZts 1. 16. 


The firſt Argument, in proof of Perſeverance, is founded Arg, ]. 
on the Saints Extrait or Original, They are born of God: John 1.13, 


And this hath the force of a double Argument, 
| I. AS God & thezr Father and Eternal Root: Qur Sayiour 
holds forth this Relation,as the ground of our Faith in pray- 
er, Hath.6. 9, And Hebegins with it Himſelf, when He 
prayesfor His own Glory, and that His Diſciples might be 
artakers of it, Fohz 17.1. To the ſame end, Hefrequent- 
y uſeth that ſtyle of Farber, in the Goſpel of Fohy ;, as.in 
particular, That Heaſcends to Hu Father, aud our Father, 
Fohn 20. 17, It is to ſtrengthen our Faith in God (thro' 
Himſelf) onthe account of His Fatherhood tous. The Fa- 
ther loverh the Son, Fohn 3. 35. And, He loves His Believ- 
ers, as He loveth Chriſ® Himſelf, Fobu 17. 23. On which 
ground the Apoſtle concludeg, That Hecannat but give us all 
things#lſe, Row 8.32. Believers are, (in truth) the produtt 
of His love, þoth-in reſpect of Eleition and Regeneration; 
and being ſo, He cannot but havea paternal affection for 
them; to adminiſter to them , what-ever tends to their 
Fi 3 ſuſtentation 
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John 13. 1. 


Phil. 1.5. 


Iſaiah 27.3» 
chape46.354- 


1 K.19.19,20. 
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ſuſtentation and growth ; and to keep-off what ever would 


' Interceptor weaken His gracious influences towards them : 


Having once loved them, He loves them for ever. They may 
therefore be confident, That what He hath begun inthe Spi- 
rit, He will not let endinthe fleſh : That having begun a good 
workzn them, He will alſo perform it : For, As they have 
their ſpiritual Being from Him, as the Father of it; ſo 'tis 
Natural to Him to derive his virtues into them without in- 
termiſhon, as fora Vine to ſend up its ſap into its own 
branches, or the Sun to cheriſh the plants of its own pro- 
duction. Allthe natural affeftions that are in Creatures 
towards their own, are but drops of His Immenſe fullneſs : 
A Mother may poſlibly forget the Child of her Womb ; 
but, the Lord cannot forget His Offt-ſpring : That none may 
hurt them, (nor they themſelves) He will keep them night 
and day, and water them every moment, They are born by 


. Him from the Belly, andcarried from the Womb ; and even 


ro their old age He will carry them and deliver them. 

2. Thenew Creature, as it comes from God, ſo, it exiſts 
zn Him, and lives upon Him; and it is Natural to it, to 
ſeek its nouriſhment where it had its Original : No- 
thing can ſatisfie it, but that great Deep from whence it 
ſprang; As a New-born child (thathasnot the uſe of Rez- 
ſon) will hunt for the breaſt by natural inſtinct, and not 


be qulet without it : As ſoon as ever Paul was conver- 


ted, Behold he prayes, Als 9.11. Having once received the 
Spirit of Chriſt, they cannot but incline after Him, (as 
Eliſha did Elijah upon the cafting of his Mantle on him : ) 
It is natural to them, as for ſparks tofly upwards: They 
are ſaid To be baptizedwith fire; Notonely, becauſe of the 
purifying Nature of fire ;but inreſpect of its Aſpiring qua- 
lity ; it will be Mounting, and not reſt till it come tots own 
element. Obſtructions many it meets withall, but itill it 
preſſeth onwards, and by degrees bears-down all afore it, 
and carries that with it in which it dwells, to the place of 
its birth; As the Dove could not Ret, till the came to the 


Ark, whence the ſet-out / This is lively ſet forth by our 


Saviour in Fohr 7.38. He that believethin Me, out of his belly 


ſhall flow Rivers of living Waters: | Rivers] that bear me 
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all oppoſition : and Rivers of [/iving] Waters; not Land- 
flouds, which are but of ſhort continuance; or ſtanding 
Pools, ſubje todryingup : But ſuch Rivers as have an- 


Immortal Head. 


We ſee how All things tend to their Center z The wick- Prov. 4.16. 
ed ſleep not unleſs they do evil; They can bear the want of 
things moſt neceſſary to their being, rather than ceaſe from 
ſin: They are of the Serpents brood, and che /uſts of their Jyhn 8.44. 
Father they will do : 7«das was a Devil, and that carried agg 1.25, 
him headlong to his own place, And if being born of the 
Devil, habituates men with ſoſtrong and reſtleſs a bent to 
Deviliſh luſts ; the Divine Nature mult needs work as effica- 
ciouſly towards God, and Godlike Actions. Andif it were 
not ſo, the Divine Nature had never born an humane 
ſtock to Heaven : The firſt fruits of the Spirit po- 
ſleſs own with an earneſt expeitation and longing for the gom.s. 22. 
harveſt, | y 
Thereare, indeed, Remainders of the Old Man; which 
will {till be oppoſing the New ; and many conteſts there are 
between them : But Grace (like him that is Advocate for 
the King) willever have the laſt word, and willalſo go out 
victor : ye may ſee it in Ferem-y;z The word of the Lord was 
madea Reproach to him; He therefore reſolves to ſtifle it, 
and will no more ſpeak, in His Name : But, how ſucceds 
this carnal reſolution? The word of the Lord was in his 
heart,as fire ſhut up in his bones : He was weary of forbearing, Jer. 20.8,5. 
Hecouldnot hold. And Fonah, When he thought himſelf 
cut-off, and in the belly of hell; (yet (faith he,yet) will I look Jonah 2.2,2; 
again towards thy holy T emple - As the Needle that is rightly 
touch'd, never Relts but in pointing towards the Pole:) and pſ84.7. 
when obſtructed in their Courſe, they cry the more earneft- Pf, 42. 7. 
ly, Oh, when ſhall Tcome and appear before God | 


II. Another Argument is taken from the Graces them- Are.Il. 
felves which are the ſubject of Perſeverance, viz. Faith and 
Holineſs ; W hich let us conſider, firſt, as They area Gift, 
Then, in the Genuine ufe and property of them.. _. 

1. Astheyarea Gift; They are of thoſe, good and perfelt 


Gifts which come down from above, from the Father of li ghts, 
| With: 
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michwhone i noVariablenef,, nor ſhaddow of Turning, This 


Attribute of God's Vnchangeablenefs, is fitly and ſignifi- 
cantly added, toſhew, That as good and perfect gifts oaly, 
arefrom God, and from Him onely ; ſo, That He never 
Changeth in His Purpoſe concerning thoſe to whom He 
once gives them : They are of thoſe Gifts that are withour 
Repentance. Asalſo, That theſe His Gifts do partake of 
His own unvareableneſs ; They cannot dye, nor turn to be a- 
ny other than what they are at firſt, ſave only in point of 
Perfection : There can happen no after-unworthineſs in 
thoſe He gives them to, which Hedid not foreſee when He 
gave them ; (which ſeems to be unplied in the following 
words, [Of His Own Wul begate He ws : |} and ſo, no cauſc 
why He ſhould with-draw them, which ſhould not aſwell 
have hindred His giving them at firſ#. As the word of God 
is not Yeaand Nay, fo neither are His Gifts, They are 
alſo God's Workmanſhip; And we know, (ſaith Solomon) 
That whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for ever ;, Nothing can 
be added to it, Nor any thing taken fromit. 

2, Let Faith and Holineſs be corfidered in the Genuine 
uſe and Property of them. Nothing ſo endangers the Soul, 
as ſelf-fullneſs; Fa:rhb(therefore)was ordained to empty out 
ſelf, and devolve the ſoul on Another, (viz, Chriit ) which 
the more it does, the ſafer it is ; And having once done it, it 
never undoes it agen. Faith (alſo) isan Active Grace, and 
diligent ; and therefore thriving : He that hath it, ſhall have 
wore of it ; (Then ſure he ſhall not loſe that he hath : ) 
It is alwayes Travelling, and never tyred; 1. Becauſe it 
travels in the ſtrength of Omnipotency: and 2, Becauſe it 
worksby love; Which is the moſt kindly and efficacious 
Principle of ſervice and great Acts. Love is an Endleſs 
Skrew; Ithas truly attain'd the perpetual Motion ; It exa- 
bles to endure all things and faileth not, 1 Cor 13. 7,8. All 
that God doth for His people is from love, Fehr 3. 16. ;and 
all that they do for God, growes from the ſame Root; They 
love Him, |becauſc} He loved them, firft;, 1 Fohn g. 19. 
Love is That which renders a Work both pleafant tothe 
Agent, and acceptable to the Object of it. Fatth (therefore) 
working by love, ſhall never be wear y of its work, _— 
0 
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of its end; It s of Fatth, That it might be ſure. 
And as for Holineſs, ( which isa diſpoſition according to 
God, and capacitates for the hleſſed Viſion) a little of it in 


Truth, is of infinite worth; The very ſmoak of itthall not Math. 12.20, 


be quenched : And it would be {trange,if a thing ſo precroms 
ſhould be lyable to purrrfattion : But it is not; yea, it chang- 
cth other things, but is it ſelf never changed: It is of a 
ſpreading nature; compared therefore to leaven, which is 
put into the Soul and hid there, till the whole lump be ſeaſo- 
ned : It is of an aſ1ilating property; there is an Heavenly 
Tinttare in it, which ſanctifies all that it toucheth ; To the 
pure all things arepure, Italſo meetens for Converſe with 
God, and it drawes and ingageth the Soul to Him ; There 
it isas in its proper El/ement,and out of which it cannot live: 
And, by this Converſe it is both increaſed and ſublimated. 

A Natural Body once in bezng, can never be reduced to 
Nothing : How then ſhould Things of Divive ſubſtance ? 
They are Born of incorruptible y_ which liveth and abi- 
deth for ever : And as the ſeed is, ſuch will be the fruit ; 
The Older it grows, the firmer itis; He that hath clean 
hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger : They are the Holy 
Seed, And therefore, tho' they cait-their lcaves (at times) 
yet their ſubſtance is in them, By which they are {till re- 
newed, 

To all which might be added, that Notion alſo in Romans 
8. 30. which inferreth, That to be ſant:fied, is all oneas to 
be glorified: Holineſs is the ſeed of Glory; and holy perſons 
arc in Glory ; (viz. as to its kind, and the certainty of their 
obtainment; ) although (indeed) it hath no glory at pre- 
ſent, in compariſon of that which thall be; as the ſeed of a 
Roſeor Lilly, compared with the flowers they will grow 
into ; and which are virtually in them. According with 


this, is that of our Saviour, He that believeth [ hath] ever- Tohn 4.35. 
laſting life : It argues the certainty of their Perſeverance; Pſ. 37.31. 

The law of his God is 1n his heart: None of his ſteps ſhall 
ſlide : And therefore he ſaith, Deſtroyir Not, there « a bleſ- Iſa.65. 8. 


ſing init; 
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deſign, of Providence ; or from the Intent and Purpoſe of 
God, inthat great variety of'things which believers are ex- 
erciſed with in the world. There are three things confide- 
rable, to make out this Argument ; 

I. That there is a Divine Providence which Governs the 
World: As individing to the Nations their inheritance, and 
bounding their habitations, at firſt; ſo, by continuing 
them in poſſeſſion, or Outing them, at his pleaſure; and 
this (oftentimes) by very unlikely means, and over-ruling 
things accordingly : Seir being given to Eſau, and Ar to 
the Children of Lot; and theirterm not being yet expired; 
the Lord inclines them to let Iſrael paſs thorow, and to 
Sive them meat for their money : whereas the Amorites, 
who weredeſtinied to deſtruction, He hardens their ſpirits 
and makes them obſtinate ; that they deny them paſlage, 
and come out againſt them in battel. So, when he would 
tranſlate the Chaldean Monarchy to the Perſians; He ex- 
feebles the one, but ſtirrs up the Others ſpirits, and G:rds 
them with ſtrength. How oft doth the Scripture repeat, 
T hat the Lord reigneth, That He puts down One and ſets 
up another, That He doth according to His Will in the Ar- 
mies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the earth? 
How evident is it in his humbling of Pharaoh, Nebuchad- 
2ezzar, and others! This Providence reacheth to all man- 
ner of Perſons , times, and things; and Circumſcribes 
them : It leaves not the leaſt thing to a Contingency ; Even 
Ravens, Sparrows, and Lillies, yea, and the hairs of your 
headareall numbred and under the Conduct of the Provi- 
dence of God, atth. 6.26. ; 

2. That the deſign and conrſe of God's Providence, ts to 
accompliſh His Purpoſe. As Providence governs the World; 
ſo Purpoſe is the Direftor of Providence. Heisa Provident 
Man that orders his affairs prudently : z.e. ſo that nothing 
is wanting, nor any thing ſpent in waſte. Both theſe are 
in the Providence of God eminently : for 1. It is All-ſuffi- 
cient; ſupplics all needs ; Gives all things pertaining to 
Means and End: 2, It does Nothing in vain, Nothing ſu- 
perfluous or impertinent to His Purpoſe, Things moſt = 
ſua 
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ſual to Men, are levelled ata ſet and Certain End : What 
the Lord ſpeaks with Flis Alouth, He fullfills with His 
Hand, 1 Kings 8. 24. and His Act ſhall nor vary a tittle 
from His Decree, which is cleariy the meaning of that in 
the Atts, Known unto God are all His Works fromthe be- 
ginning of the worid, Whence was it, that E/as tarried fo 
long at his hunting, that he was overfainted? That Facob 
was making pottage juſt when Eſau comes home, which 
ſet his appetite on edge after it? But, chat the Purpoſe 
of Godactcording to Eleftion might ſtand : The Elder muit 
ſcrve the younger; which now came-to-paſs by the ſale of 
his birthright. And thus the Providence of God makes 
even the prophaneſs of Men, ſubſerve to His End. The 
Lord had determined to caſt Fudah and Feruſalem out of 
His ſight, for their obſtinacy : And to this end (that is, To 
make way for it) t came-ro-paſs , that Zedekiah rebelled 
againſt the King of Babylon : [t was to fullfill the word of 
the Lord declared in the 2 Chroz. 36. 21. (tho' that was 
farr from the Rebellers intent.) So He gave Cyrms all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, that he might build His Temple 
at Feruſalem; and it was to fullfill His Purpoſe before re- 
corded by Feremy the Prophet; as ver. 22. & 23. Inlike 
manner, Herod, Pilate, and the Fews, they all conſpire the 
death of Chriſt, aud each party on a ſeveral account; not 
thinking (in the leaſt,) to fulfil the determinate Counſell of 
God; yet, That was it, which Providence intended, in 
permitting the Thing to be done; as is plain,by A&s 2.23. 
As alſo, the Soldiers, in parting His garments and piercing 
His ſide; It was their barbarous rudeneſs which put them 
upon it; But, Providence deſigned to make-good a Pro- 
phecy, 1 heſe things ( therefore) the Soldiers did, Fohn,19. 
24. Allthat God dothin the World, is the Tranſcript, or 
Impreſſion, of His Decrecs, : 

3. That the Providence of God never fails of Its End: 


Þ 
t4 
1 


2 King 2.4.20, 


Our Gods in Heaven, and doth whatſover He will, Hewill Pſ.115.5. 


Work, and who ſhall let it 2 And what will He work ? The 


things that are coming «nd ſhall come: He hath both deviſed la.44.7. 


and done it, Fer. 51. 12. His Purpoſes, To preſerve His 
Gsg People 
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Pcople,and therefore, No Weapon that is formed againſt them 
ſhall proſper : Whoſoever gathers topether againſt them ſhall 
fall for their ſake, Iſa. 54.15. And, As He bathpurpoſed,ſo 
ſhall it ſtand ;, Chap.14.24.The Scriptures abound with in- 
itances to prove it. As on the Contrary, When the Lord 
will execute Judgment, it ihall be performed, albeit the 
Means be never fo weak and improbable ; Tho' the Army 
of the Chaldeans were all wounded men yet ſhall they bura Fe- 
ruſalem with fire, Fer.z7.10. SHAMGAR ſhall kill fix 
hundred Men with an Ox-goad; and S AA7PSOM, a 
Thouſand with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs. Theſe things con- 
ſidered and laid together, (though chictly referring to Tem- 
poral things) doe itrongly inforce the Argument,tor things 
of ſpiritual Concernment : Inaſmuch as things of Eternal 
Moment are worthy of more peculiar regard and ſe- 
curity, 

Now, Alla Believer's exerciſes (which may ſeem to en- 
danger him) are either from the guilt of fins committed; 
From the power of indwelling corruption; From Satan's 
temptations; or Perſecution from the World : None of 
which comeon them accidentally, but as things fore-ap- 
pointed of God, and fora good intent. It is for the Eleits 
ſake that all things elſe bave their being, 2 Cor. 4.15. And 
are all cauſed to work together for their good, Rom.8.28, As 
(namely) to humble them for fin ; To wean them from the 
World; To indear FESUS CHRIST to them; To ſhew 
them the uſefulneſs of Ordinances; To exerciſe and try 
their Graces ; To purge out their droſs; To enable them 
to ſuccour others ; To demonſtrate the Wiſdom, Power, 
and Faithfulneſs of God towards them; To meeten them 
for Heaven; And to make them groan and long to be 
clothed-upon with their houſe from thence; As might plen- 
tifully be made out by the Scriptures, and the viſible cffects 
thereof upon thoſe who have been exerciſed thereby. 'To 
inſtance a few particulars: David, after that great miſ- 
carriage in the matter of Vriah, with his broken bones 
upon it; walked the more humbly and warily all his 
dayes : He was alſo the more intent on that great duty of 

Teaching 
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Teaching ſinners the way of God. Peter, he alto got ground Pial. 51.15, 
by denying his Maiter ; Thereby he came to ſee his own 
weakneſs, the need he had of Chrilt's ſupport, and conti- 
nyall prayer. for him ; angd.we hear nomore of his carnal 
confidence, after that : But, What @ clamour and out-cry 
docs he make againlt ovr adverſary the Devil / to warn 1 Fet.s.2. 
others (by his own cxample) what danger they are in: 
And doubtleſs, what the Tempter got by Peter's fall, ke 
loſt the double of it by the after-watchfulneſs of Others ; 
For that's the deſigned end, wiz. To ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, Luke 2:52. 
ſettle them, wer. 10, Paul had a Meflenger of Satan let | 
looſs upon him, to buffet him : The end. of which was to 
humble him, and Tothew himthe ſufficiency of tte Grace 
of Chrilt. 'Tis likely alſo, That he got as much by that 
thorn 11 his fleth, as by his Rapture and Revelations ; Tobe 
ſure, they did well together, and poized him the better 
for his work, The like effect upon Fob. Mary Magada- Job. 23. 1 
len the remembrance. of the ſeven devils that once poſ- mage cl ther 
feſs'd her, and of that love which calt them out ; How did © ©5007 
it heighten her love/to Chriſt, and keep her heart ina mel- 
ting frame / She /oved much, becauſe wuch was forgiven ber, 
The People's fourty years travel, thro' that great and terri- | 
ble- wilderneſs, among fiery Serpents and ſcorpions ; It Deut.8.15,15. 
was To prove them, and to doethem good 1n the latter end :; 
They were alſo ſent into captivity for their good: This was Jer. 24. 5. 
all the fruit intended, To take away their fin; and to make Ia.27.9. 
them partakers of His holine(s, _ Heb.12.10. 
I grant, (indeed) Theſe things arePhyſick, which Na- 
ture deſires not : Yet let me ſay, They are as needfull in 
their ſeaſon as our food; and in- very Faithfullneſs we muſt 
have them : which alſo appears by. the ſcope of the new 
Covenant; (Of which more afterwards.) 
Upon all which, It is ſafely inferred, That all theſe things 
worketh God with Xſan; Not to deſtroy him, but To 
bring-back ts ſoul from the pit; Fob 33.29 & 30. They are 
all made to turn to their Salvation : They havealwaies trz- 
umphed over them, and been more than Conquerors, through goy,s, z-; 


Him that loved them. 
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Andif this be the fruit and Reſult of all that doth or can 
befall a Belicver,whiles in this World: (and ther's no more 
of evil or danger when this is done) then welcom let them 
be, as another Demon{tration of their INVINCIBLE 
PERSEVER ANCE Who ſois wiſe, and will obſerve theſe 
things; even they ſhall underſtand the loving-kinaneſs of the 
Lord. 

IV. A fourth Argument for the Saints Perſeverance, is 
built on their Union with CFriſt; Which 1s of that Inti- 
matene(s, that the Scripture ſets it forth by terms of near- 
elt Relation ; ' as Foundation and Building, Vine and 
Branches, Father and Children,, Husband and Spouſe, 
Head and Members; Yea, They are both called (inter- 
changeably) by the ſame Name; He is called 7acob, P/al. 
24. 6. And they are called Chr:i/f#, 1 Cor. 12. 12. And 
(which is more, it more can be) He communicates to them 
that title which one would think Incommunicable,v:iz. The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, Fer. 23. 6. with chap. 33. 16. 
AnJ this Union is ſuch as can never be broken ;; It is no 
more poſſible, than for the Union which 1s between God 
and Chrilt to be diſlolv'd:For,the ſame Oneneſs(for kinde ) 
is between Chriſt and them, as between the Father and 
Chrift; which is plain by that paſſage of His prayer in 
the 17 Fohn,ver.21. That they all may be One (How one?) 
as thou Father art in Me and I in Thee, That they may be 
One in Vs, They are ſo near to Him, that they are ſaid 
to be Of Hu fleſh and of His bones, Eph. 5.30. as alſo, 
That they are oe Sp:rit, 4.e. He and They are Actuated by 
the ſame Spirit, as.the head and members of the ſame Bo- 
dy are by One Soul. And this is the true reaſon why:Be- 
lievers cannot walk after the fleſh, becauſe The Spirit of 
life which ts in Chriſt Fefus (as their root) zules mm-them, 
Rom.$8.2. They arepreſerved in Chrilt as Noah was in the 
Ark; or as branches in their own ſtock : For, this difte- 
rence is ſtill to be Noted, That Believers have not this 
life in themſelves, as Chriſt hath ; but they have it in him, 
which is berter for them than if in their own keeping : For, 
being in Himas in a Root, It is natural to Him to Commu» 
nicate, and. 
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and as natural to them (by virtue of the Divine Nature 
communicated to them) to Derive from Him : And fo, 

Becauſe (and whiles) He lives, They ſhall live alſo : He that Joh 14.19. 
hath the Son, hath life : and they haveit ina way of Right, 1 Joh 5.12. 
as he that is poſſeit of the ſoil, has right toall that grows 

upon it, All that is Chrilt's is theirs; Thereis a happy 
Commiutation of Interelts; Their debts with the conſe- 

quences thereof are devolv'd upon Him; and all that was 

His is imputed to them. And His care of them 1s ſuch, that 

He will beable to ſay at the latter day, Of A! that Thou Jakob 
haſt given Me I have loſt nothing ; He will not leave an * 72. 
hoot behind : The ſigner on his right hand (Men of thine- .,.:2, 24. 
ing outſides) may poſſibly be plucked thence; but the /ea/# 

1ornt of His finger thall not. No man(who is Compos men- 

tis) will ſuffer the weancſt partof himſelf to Gangrene and 

periſh, if it be inhis power to help it : How then ſhould 

our Lord Chriſt ? Who beſides the naturall afteCtion pph.s.2<. 
He hath to thoſe of His own Body, hath alſo received a Z 
Commandment from the Father, to keep them ſafe : aud is Joh.s. 45. 
perfectly qualified, in all reſpects, to make it good. On this 

account, as well as others, they are complete in Him, Beiie- Col.2.10. 
vers are ſo One with Chrilt, That whatſover he did, they are 

ſaid todoe it with Him; C:7cumciſed with Him; Crucified urs y p 
with Him; Buried with Him; Roſe with Him; Aſcended with w—_ s. 
him; And they fir :2 Heaven with him. It is no more poſſible Eph. g.v. : 
for Believers to miſcarry finally, than for Chriit Himſelf to Chap.2. 6. 
be held under the power of the grave; There is one law G42 2. 
for them both : It's a faithfull ſaying, If we be dead with 2 Time. 17; 
Him, we ſhall alſo lwe with him ;, if we ſuffer with him, we Rom. 8.17. 
ſhall be glorified together. As Chriſt once raiſed, dyes ng Chap 5.9. 
more ; ſothall None of thoſe raiſed with Him, return any 

more to corruption : For, He gave himſelf for his Church; 

not onely to ſanciifie and cleanſe it for ozce, but Once. for _ OW 
All; and t&preſent it without ſpot or wrinkle at the laſt day: + 
By that one offering , He perfetted for ever them that are ſan- gy 11 
Hified, Theſe are thoſe ſure mercies of David, recorded. in 

the 55th. of 1/aiah, and explained. in that 13th of the 

Acts, 
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It is not for Nothing, that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour fo 
often repeats that good word and promiſe touching Belie- 
vers, in Fohn 6.v. 39, 40, 44, 54 3 (Which ſurely He did, 
as being greatly pleaſed with the thoughts of it) / will raiſe 
him up at the laſt day : and, I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day,---q.d. I will be with him unto the end ot the world, 
and fee him ſaje in Heaven : And this may be ſaid of it, 

Gott. 41. 32+ (as by Foſeph to Pharaoh) The thing 7s doubled, becauſe it 
z5 eſtubliſhed of God, and He will bring it to paſs. 

Arg. V. V. Another Argument for Believers invincible Perſeve- 
rance, is, That all the Attributes of God doe itand ingaged 
for it : Virtue invincible having undertaken it, Needs mult 
it ſuccecd. 

1. Power : In Fer. 32.27,” God's Sovereign Power over 
all fleſh is laid-down as the ground of their faith, touching 
their Returnfrom Captivity, and His giving them a new 
heart; and for His ſo keeping them, that they ſhould not 

Jer. 32.7-With depart from Him any more, as they had done. So, when 

ver.35to 41» He would {trengthen His fainting People, He ſtyles Him- 
ſelf, The Everlaſting God, The Lord, The Creator of the 

Iſa. 40.28% ends of the Earth, who fainteth not, Neither 1s weary: And 
in Ch.62.8, His R:ght hand, and the Arm of His ſtrength, 
areengaged by an Oath. 

In the 2 Tim. 1. 12, The Apoſtle argues the certain- 
ty of his ſalvation from the Power of God;(which he could 
not have done with any good Reaſon or Comfort, had not 
that Power been ingaged for it): [ am not aſhamed--For I 
know Whom I have Flood: and that He is | able] to keep 
That 1 have committed to Him, againſt that day: And he 
Sives the like Counſel to others, where he points at the 

2 Cor.9.89 {Power of God, to make all Grace abound in them: and in 
Rom. 11, The Calling of the Jews, and grafting them into 

Rom.11-23- Chriſt, is laid on the ſame Rock; For, God zs [ able} ts 

Col.1.11. Graft themin agen. 

. In Epbeſ.6, He tells them what kind of enemies they 

Eph.5.12. were to wreſtle with; viz. Principalities, and Powers, and 

ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places : (A ſort of Adverſaries 
ro0 potent for ſpirits. houſed in Clay :) But, to ye cm 
them 
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them fitly for the battel, he ſhews them a Power that is 
higher than thoſe; and (indeed) as much above them, and 
more, than they above us : And with Th:s he would 
have them to Inveit themſclves, Be ſtrong in the Lord,and Eph.s.10. 
inthe Power of Hts might : This 1s an Armour compleat; 
aptly term'd The | whole | Armour of God ; and in this ttrong ver.1r. 
Tower Believers are ſafe. 

Solikewiſe in Eph.1. To confirm them touching the hope Eph. 1.18. 
of his Calling, he brings-in The Aiphry Power of God, 
even That Power by which He raiſed Feſus Chriſt fromthe ver.1g. 
dead, and ſeit Him at His own Right hand, far above all ver.20, 
Principalities and Power, and putting all things under His ver. 21. 
feet : Wherein he ſets forth Chriit as a patern of what 
God will doe for Believers; They thall be raiſed and ſer 
- above all. And though they ſometimes fall, (as rhere zs xo 2 Chr..35, 
Man that ſinueth not) Letit make them more Wary, but 
ot diſcourage them: For, They ſhall not be | utterly} caſt Pſ.37.24- 
down; and this, becauſe The Lord upholdeth them with Hts 
hand, The, Archers may ſhoot at them, and ſorely grieve 
them; yet ſhall their Bowe abide in ſtrength, and the Arms Gen.gg 23, 24 
of their hands be made ſtrong by the hands of the Mighty 
God of Facob. And well it is tor us, That the Divine Power 
hath undertaken this difficalr Work; and that the Scrip- 
tures do fo clearly avouch it. For nothing leſs could be 
« Buttreſs ſufficient to {tay our Faith upon, touching our 
bolding-out to the End: But, becauſe, ZZezs ſtrong in Power, 114,4:.25, 
Not one faileth. | 

2. Wiſdom: This 1s an ability to fit and direct Things 
to their proper End. In matters of /efſer Concera, we find 
the Lord fo laying His Work, that it cannot miſcarry : 
If thercfore it be His good pleaſure to Ordain Men to Sal- 
vation, His W:i/dom requires, that it be in ſuch a way as 
is ſare to ſucceed ; and thatall ſorts of Impediments be fo 
over-ruled, as not to interrupt, but be made ſubſervient to 
His great End: Having counted His coſt and paid it off,a 1d Luk.14-25 3*+ 
alſo begun to build ; it behoves His Wiſdom to ſee that 
His work be done, and brought to perfection : And ac- 
cordingly to provide Inſtruments ſured to His mw_ 
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ſuch as He knows W:/l do, and Nor Over-doe, the thing in- 
tended: As the Husbandman ſorts his grain to the Nature 
of the ſoil, and threſhing inſtruments to the capacity of 
his grain ; heuſes not a wheel where a Red will ſerve : nor 
a Rod wherea Wheel is needfull: ſo, He ſftaycth Fs Rough 
winde in the day of the Eaſt-winde. He doth not onely de- 
ſign the End of a 1an's journey, but every ſtep in it is of 
His ordering ; The Lord preſerveth His going-out, and his 
coming-in, In fa. 26.7. The Lord is faid, To weigh the 
path of the Fuſt: which (ſurely) 1s meant, Not onely of 
His obſerving their works, and diſpenſing to them accor- 
dingly ; but, as preponderating What they are todoe, and 
what is requiſite for their doing of it; and fo, apportto- 
ning their {trength and aſſiſtance anſwerably : As at making 
the World, He weighed the Mountains in ſcales, and the 
bills in a ba!lance ; that its parts might be of equal weight: 
Or, as onethat's toRun ina Race,and niult carry Weights 
about him; it will be his wiſdom to have them evenly 
poiz'd: So, the Lord ſets one thing againit another, in our 
ſouls Concernments. In Rom. 16, Paul brings-in this 
Wiſdom of God, (as well as His Power) to help their 
Faith,touching their eitabliſhment: and the Apoſtle Fude,in 
the cloſe of his Epiſtle, gives Glory to God, [as the Onely 
Wiſe God | upon the account of Hs keeping them from fal- 
ling; andpreſenting them faultleſs before the preſence of His 
Glory. 

3. Honour : The concernment of God's hoxour, is alſo 
an important Argument for proof of this Doctrine : The 
Lord's manner of dealing with His People of old, and the 
Reaſon of it, is an Inſtance above Contradiction. The 
Promiſe of giving them Canaan, was not more Abſolute 
than the Promiſe of Salvation to Believers; Nor was it 
leſs clog'd with Conditions, Threatnings, and Cautions, 
(which were afterwards added : ) But, the promiſe being 
once made abſolute, | To thy ſeed will I give this land the 
Lord held Himſelf obliged in honour, to make it good. 
How often did He ſeem to be pouring out His wrath to 
deſtroy them ? Firit in Egype,Then in the Wilderneſs : (as 

appears 
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appears by Ezek, 20, 8,12, 21,22, and 4o verſes.) And 

what was it that kept it off? It was the Intereit of God's 

Honour; This put Him upon finding out Wayes to deli- 

ver them ; { wrought (fayes He) for my Name's ſake: The Ezek.25 14. 
Lord did (as it were) labour and work to ſuppreſs His 
righteous fury, incenſed by their intolerable provocati- 

ons: His Name and honour were concern'd, and that held 

His hands; Hehadonce made an abſolute Promiſe, which 

therefore muſt be made-good, tho' they made themſelves 

never ſo unworthy of it. 

The like ye have in ſaiah 48, They had dealt very 
treacherouſly, (than which, Nothing is more provoking: ) 
But, (fayes the Lord) For my Names ſake will I deferr mine 
anger,v.g.And Agen,v.11.For we Own ſake, even for mine 
Own ſake, will I doit ;, For, how ſhould My Name be pollu- 
zed? The Lord will over-look a Thouſand tranſgreſſions, 
rather than expoſe His Name and honour to Reproach, 
as once it was by a temporary ſuſpenſion : To Recover 
which, and that His Name might be ſanftifed, He will 
bring them home agen; yea, tho' it be inthe eyes of Men, 
a Thing :wpoſſible ; and they themſelves doe think fo like- 
wiſe; For, Our hope ts loſt, and we are cut off, (fay they) 
Ezek,37.11, and Lam.3.18, My hope is periſhed from the 
Lord, Whether at home, or abroad, they ſtill cauſed His 
Name to be prophaned: And for thisHis Holy Name, He had 
pitty on them, Ezek, 36.20,21. For, if He ſhould have 
caſt them off for ever, It would have been ſaid, Either 
That He did not foreſee how unworthy a people they 
would be; Or, He was notable to keep them in their own 
Land; Or to bring them backagen : Or els, That He was 
Changeable in His Purpoſes,and not true to His word,&c. 
ſome reflexion or other they would cait upon Him, which 
He could not bear. All which, & much more of like kinde,is 
applicable to Believers, with reſpect to their Perſeverance. 

4. Fuſtice, or Righteouſneſs ; There can hardly be found 
a firmer ſupport,or more plenary conſolation to Believers, 
than That the Fuſtice of God is engaged to ſave them; For, 
The Righteous Lord will doe no iniquity. He would not 
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Juſtify (No, Not) His very Elect, but in a way conſiitent 
with His Righteouſneſs : For which cauſe, He ſet-forth 
Chriſta Propitiation for ſin, Surely then, having received 
the Attonement, He will not expoſe His Juſtice to cenſure, - 
by leaving them, in any wiſe obnoxious to comdemnation, 
Salvation (Now) is their dze : His Grace hath made it 
ſo, By both giving, and accepting ſuch a price for it 
as engageth Righteouſneſs it ſelf to ſave them : For, 
Who ſhall eondemn.ſince 'tis Chrift that dy'd ?It is as Righte- | 
ousa thing with God, To give Reit to His People, as tri- 
bulation to thoſe that trouble them : Paul therefore builds 
his expectation of the Crown, upon this Attribute as well 
as any other; Henceferth is laid up for me a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the | Righteons, Fudge ſhall 
give me at that day, Yea, this Righteouſneſs of God ſe- 
cures to them, Their holding out, T o finiſh their Courſe and- 
ro keep the Faith; as wellas the Reward when their work 
is done. God # not unrighteous to forget Hts [ Peoples) la- 
bour of love ; Much leſs [ Chriſt's. This gave the Apo- 
itle to be perſwaded betrer things of thoſe he writes to, than 
ro be ſubjeit to Falling-away : The blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant 1s engaged ro make them perfett in every good 
work, to doe Hts will: Yea, They jhall bring forth fruit in 
their old age; and this, To declare that the Lord is Upright, 
and no { Unrighteonſneſs) tsin Him, 

5. The Faithfulneſs (or Truth) of God, is alſo con- 
cern'd in the final Perſeverance of Believers : For, having 
drawn them from all Created bottoms, to a total Relyarce 
on Himſelf; He cannot but give them That they have 
truſted Him for : The Lord will not be to His people as 
that broken ſtaft Egype was to the Jews, to fail them at 
their greateſt Need ; which is, when they are /o/t, driver 
away, broken, and ſick, and (perhaps) have no mind to Re- 
turn; as Ephraim, who went on frowaraly : Then 1s the fit 
time for the Faithfulneſs of God to diſcover it ſelf, by 
ſeeking them out, Bringing them back, Binding them up, 
Healing and Comforting them. To heal their backſlidings, 
as it thews the Freeneſs of God's love, fo His faithfulneſs. 

The Lord will not behold iniquity in Facob: i.e, He willnot 
take 
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take notice of it, ſo as to Recede from His Word : For, He 
could not but ſee their perverſneſs and Murmurings : for 
which He puniſhed them ſeverely;and ſometimes madeas it 
He would diſherite them:but {till He Remembred His Co- 
venant, and that Reſtrain'd it,that He could not Caſt them 
off : The Lord had bleſſed, and therefore 47er ſhould not 
Reverſe it; Neither themſelves, by their inſufferable Con- 
tumacy; nor Balaamby his Inchantments. The Lord loveth 
Fudgement, (i.e. Trath and Faithfulneſs;) and therefore Numb.23. 20. 
He forſaketh not His Saints, They are preſerved for ever, Pſ.37.28. 
The Saints are in league with God; They have made a Co- Pl.50.5. 
venant with Him by Sacrifice: And it isaleagueof His own | 
propounding, by which He hath obliged Himſelf to pro-: 
tect them. And, tho' Aden may break their Compacts, 
the Holy One of Iſrael will not; He «not Aſan that He Numb.23.19. 
ſhould lie, nor the ſon of man that he ſhould Repert. David P(.16.1. 
having made God His Fortreſs,concludes from thence,that P1.31-3,4- 
the Name of God was engaged tolead and guide him. 

Thoſe Corinthians were as lyable to temptations as 
other Men who fell by them : for they had {trong Remain- 
ders of Corruption, (as appeares by both the Epiltles) and 
a ſubtil Adverſary to obſerve and draw it out : Beſides, 
They were highly gifted, and ſo thought themſelves above 
the Rank of ordinary Chriſtians ; than which, nothing 
could more expoſe them to danger : But, notwithitanding 
all theſe diſadvantages, they ſhall be kept ; The Faithful- 
neſs of God that ſecures them, and ſhall confirm them unto 1 Cor.1 8,9. 
the End: For, God is faithful (ſayes he) by whom ye were 
Called: It is as if he had ſaid, God would never have 
Called you into the Fellowthip of his Son, if He had not 
reſoved to keep you there. So agen, in Chap. 10. 13, he 
tells them, G'od will ot ſuffer them to be terzpted above that 
they are able: And he brings it in as an Inference from the 
ſame Propofition of The Farthfulneſs of God. He like- 
wiſe layes the {ſtreſs of his coniidence for the Theſſalonians 
being preſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of Chr:ſt, upon 
the ſame Attribute ; Faithful is He that Calleth you, who 1 Theſ.g.23, 
alſo will aveit; And when he wou'd move the Zebrews to 24: 
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purpoſe, to hold faſt the profeſſion of their Faith without 
wavering, he uſes the ſame Engine till; Faithful is He 
that promiſed, 

Peter, he alſo directs the Saints to Commit therr Souls un- 
ro God, in well-doing, as unto a | Faithful | Creatour, Now, 
the Scripture alwaies propounds to us, ſuch Attributes and 
Motives, as are proper to the matter in hand ; and there- 
fore, in ſtyling God (here) a | Fazthful Creator ; it's as 
muchas to ſay, He that hath wrought you for this ſelf ſawe 
thing, ts God; whois Faithful to His purpoſe, or firit [n- 
tentof His Work; and will therefore pertect it, Notwith- 
ſtanding the fiery tryal you are to paſs under; you may 
therefore build upon it, ard commit your ſelves to Him 
accordingly. | 

And how doth the Lord condeſcend to Men of Low de- 
Sree, for the ſupport of weak Believers! If we believe 
20t, (3. e. Tho' our faith be ſo weak and inſenſible to us, 
that we doubt the very being of it, yet.) Me abideth faith- 
ful: Hewill not quench the ſmoaking flax, Nor ſuffer His 
Faithfaulneſs to fail, The Reaſon why the ſons of Facob 
arenot conſumed, is not from their Unchangeableneſs but 
God's. 

6. Merey : This Attribute alſo, freely contributes to the 
Saints Perſeverance. Aercy (properly) reſpects Men in 
diſtreſs, to ſupport and bring them out, not-having of 
their own to help themſelves : This, none are ſo ſealible of 
as Believers; and therefore, Them eſpecially will Mercy 
provide for : Hoſ.14. 3, [n thee the Fatherleſs findeth 
Aercy, Pſal. 59. 14. The God of my Mercy ſhall preſerve 
me. Mercy is the Name of God, and His Glory, Exod.34.7. 
Mercy is His Way, All the paths of the Lord are Mercy: 
and it is His pleaſant Path, called therefore Hs Delight, 
Micah 7. 18. It pleaſeth Him above any thing: yea, He 
takes pleaſure in them that hope in His Alercy,Pſal 147.11, 
We may ſay (ina good ſenſe) Hu Throne us upholden by 
Merey.It is Mercy that makes Men to fear Him, P/. 130.4. 
The 136 P/alm throughout, is an Encomium of Mercy, 
as That which doth all for us; and this, becauſe = 
ures 
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dures for ever, In the 138 Pſalm, the Prophet grounds his 
confidence touching his Perſeverance, upon this Attribute 
expreſlely ; viz. That God would Perfett that which con- 
cerned him, becauſe His Mercy (which began the work) 
endureth for ever, The great Covenant 1s Founded in 
Mercy, and is therefore ityied The ſure Mercies of David, 
1ſa.55. Ifhall not add, touching this Attribute ; For, if all 
the Reſt be on our ftde, (and you ſee They are) the Mercy 
of God mult needs be for us, ſince 'tis That (indeed)which 
hath enliſted and brought-in all the Reſt, 


VI. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be Argued from Arg. VI. 
the Ends of their being, with the Author of thoſe Ends : 
(This, the Scripture puts weight upon.) Their Ends are, 
To glorifie God, and to be glorified with Him: But, nei- 
ther of theſe can be attained without Perſevering : Not 
the firſt, For, nothing ſo diſhonours God, as Apoſtacy : 
Not the latter, becauſe ſuch onely as endure to the End, 
ſhall be ſaved. They mult (therefore) Perſevere, Or thoſe 
Ends will be fruſtrate ; which will not ſtand with the Au- 
thor's authority, 

That theſe were the cnds of their Being, is evident, 1/2. 
43-21, This People have Iformed for my ſelf; andv.7. Tcre- 
ated him for my Glory, The Apoſtle alſo is very expreſs 
for it, in 2 Cor. 5. where, ſpeaking of that Divine build- 
ing inthe Heavens, prepared for Believers; he tells us, 
They were wrought for that ſelf ſame thing, The marniner of 
expreſſion is much to be remark'd : It is not barely ſaid, 
This End, or this thing, we were made for : but (ineffect) 
This very thing, and nothing els, (to be ſure nothing leſs) 
was the very ſcope and end of our Creation, both old and 
new, even of all God's workmanſhip upon us. And, as 
evident it is, That God Himſelf is the Authour of thoſe 
Ends, and that therefore they cannot miſcarry. Upon this 
ground the Lord would have his People to found an V#- 
dauntable confidence, (as well may be gather'd from His 
ſo frequent indigitating of it.) In 1/a.43. He thus forti- 


fies them againſt the ſoreſt of evils; Fear nor, for{ 7] have 
Redeemed 
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Redeemed thee; (I) have called thee: and wer. 7, [1] have 
created him; I have formed him: yea |I|have made him: 
LI, even I the Lord] ver. 11. and Chap. 41.10, Fear rhou 
not, for ( I) amwith thee: [ T' will ſtrengthen thee, [I] will 
help thee, yea; I will uphold thee : The emphaſis lies in the 
perſon ative. 1} 5.e. I the Lord, (a note of infinite ſigni- 
fication and ſecurity to Believers /)) The Apoſtle alſo, in 
that 2 Cor. 5. That Believers might know themſelves :72- 
vincibly ſecur'd, he points us to God, as the Great Author 
of thoſe important Ends,and Almighty Undertaker. for their 
accomplithment ; He that wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing, 
z« (God) It isas if he had ſaid, It is impoſhble we ſhould 
loſe the thing we were wrought for, becauſe, it is God that 
wroughtus for it: It is not the dehgnment of an Idol; that 
is, Of ſome Ignorant, Raſh, Fallible, or Mutable Agent; 
ſuch a Oue as may poſlibly be ſurpriſed by unlook'd-for ac- 
cidents ; Circumvented by a ſublimer underitanding ; 
Over-born by a power above him ; or Recede from his pur- 
poſe, thro' levity and fickleneſs of his nature ; &c. But it 
is {God |whois wiſe in Heart and Mighty in ſtrength, Fob 
9.4. It is Hefrom whom all things that are, have their be- 
ing, and are perfectly under His Rule and obeiſance : He 
had Eternity afore Him, to lay His Deſign ſarely ; and ac- 

cordingly He declareth the End from the beginning, and 
changethnot. Itis therefore as impoſſible for Him either 
to Doe, or neglet to doe, or ſuffer to be done, any thing 
whereby His purpoſe might ſuffer diſappointment ; as it 
is impoſſible That God ſhould lye. He would never have 
ſet-up thoſe Ends as the Sum and Upſhot of His great De- 

ſign, if He had not Determined to ſec them made-gaod. 

And therefore(as ſayes the Apoltle)) We are alwates confi- 

dent, That when abſent from the Body, we ſhall be preſent 

with the Lord, ver.6 & 8. 

This is alſo further confirm'd by that compendious Pro- 
miſe, Fer.31.33. 1 will be their Cod, and they ſhalibe n.y 
People : Every word (here) hath a peculiar emphaſis ; 
1. That He will be a {Gecd} to them: 2. | Their} God: 
and 3. [for ever: This |] will] imports both a fix'd Re- 
ſolution 


IS AS IDES Wn fo mm 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


ſolution, Time without limit.It is as if He had ſaid, Though 
other lords have had the Rule over you, and you have ſtill 
a Proneneſs to Revolt to them; It ſhall not be : I will not be 
Outed any more; I'l heal your backſlidings, and be your 
God {till : I'l carry it towards you and for you, as becomes 
a God to doe: and I will make you ſuch a People, as be- 


cometh God to own; I will not be aſhamed to be called © 


your God, Heb.11.15. It would (indeed) be toth a diſpa- 
ragement and diſſatisfaction to God, if His Peopleſhould 
failof that He made them for ; which (certainly) cannot 
be, becauſe God is theirs; and if God be theirs, all things 
are theirs, both this World and that to come; 1 Coy. 3. 
22,24. 


Laſtly, For the final Perſeverance of Believers, a Prin- Arg. VII 2 


cipal Argument is fetch'd from the Sovereign Decree of E- 
leftion, I call it Sovereign, partly Becauſe it is the high- 
eſt Manifeſtation of God's abſolute Dominion over His 
Creatures, in Choofing whom He would, and paſſing-by 
the Reſt : Partly alſo, becauſe all ſorts of things whatſo- 
ever are ſubjected toit, and made ſubſervient to its final 
accomplihment, And this I take, for a principal Reaſon 
why Election is ſo frequently placed in Eternity, (or, be- 
fore the Foundation of the World) viz, To thew, That the 
very Fabrick of the World, and all Occurrences therein, 
were ſo contrived and framed in God's Decree, as having 
Election for their primary ſcope and End: That this fir /# 
Cauſe is the Supream Moderator of all intermediate Cau- 
ſes, and is it ſelf ſubject to Noze. 

It was not any lovelineſs in Elect perſons, which moved 
God to love them at firſt; ſoneither ſhall their unlovely 
backſlidings deprive them of it, (tkough it may beeclips'd, 
by their own default, to the breaking of their bones.) The 
Lord Choſe them for that bleſſed Image of His Own which 
He would afterwards imprint upon them, and this Heſtill 
proſecutes through all diſpenſations. 

That Elect Nation the Fews, They apoſtatized from 
God, and did worſe than any Other ; yet, the Lord would 
not utterly caſt them oft. In Sarxel's time their wickedneſs 
was 
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was very great; yet, ſaith he, (to ſtay them from toral 
apoſtacy;) The Lord will not forſake you : But, what 1s the 
ground of that his great confidence, and grand Warranty ? 
The very ſame that now we are upon; The Lord will not 
forſake you, becauſe, | It hath pleaſed the Lord to make you 
Hs People :) Not becauſe they remembred their duty and 
returned to God ; but becauſe He remembred for them 
Hts Covenant : In purſuance whereof, He long maintained 
their title, Notwithſtanding their often-repeated forfei- 
tures; and when in Captivity, brought them home again. 
And indecd, Nothing ſo melts the hearts of Thoſe in Co- 
venant with God, as that the Lord ſhould be pacified towards 
them after all their abominations. 

The manner of God's dealings with this people, is 
eſpecially Initructive, to help the faith of the ſpiritual 
Election, upon all occaſions; as holding-forth the ſpecial 
Regard the Lord hath for them, becauſeof His Covenant : 
That tho' He may, ard will, punith their iniquities, yet 
His loving kindnefs He will not take from them. And He 
puts it ſtill upon His having once Choſen them, as you 
have it in Feremy, ch.41.9, I have choſen thee, and net 
caſt thee away. This later Clauſe, { And not caſt thee away | 
ſeems added to ſhew, That His Chooſing them was an Act 
unrepealable: q.d, I knew aforehand What thou wouldit 
Doe, and how thou wouldit prove : and, if I had meant 
Ever to Caſt thee off; yea, it I had not Reſolved againſt 
it; I would not have Choſen thee at all; But, ſince I have, 
Be ſurel'l ſtand by thee, 7 will ſtrengthen thee, I will help 
thee, I will uphold thee with the Right hand of my righteouſ- 
neſs. 

Nis true, The body of that Nation, for their unbelief, 
arenow brokenoft : (There isa ſuſpenfion of the outward 
part of the Covenant:.) Not, that God inteds an Utter 
Rejection of them; For, ſuchas have part in the ſpecial 
Election, are alwaies faved: And the time will come, 
when All Iſrael ſhall be ſaved : For, as touching the 
Eleftion, They are beloved ſtill, tho' yet unborn. For 
their ſakes it was, That the dayes of iribulation were 
ſhortned, 
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ſhortened,Matth.24.22.Which anſwers to Iſa.65.8. Deſtroy 

it not, there 5 ableſſing init.----The Lord will not ſo much 

reſpect What they have deſerved, as what His own Cove- 

nant is, concerning Abraham's Seed : Which Minding of 

His Covenant, is from the Vnchangeableneſs of His Pur- 

poſe ; And therefore he ſaith; They ſhall be graftedin agen. Rom, 11.24. 
Yea, though they be driven intoall lands, Scattered into 
Corners, Mingled with the Heathen, and become fo like 

them as Not to be known aſundcr ; yet, being His Choſez: 

Ones, and within His Covenant, He will bring them out of 

their holes, and Gather them[One by One: i.e. He will do it 1Ifa.29.1. 
accurately, exattly, punitually, So as none ſhall be Wanting: 

Though Sifted among all Nations, Not One] Grain ſhall Amos 5.9. 
fall to the Earth. 

The Reſervation mentioned in Rom. 11.is God's Omni- 

potent Sate-garding His Ele&, when the Generalzty of the 

Nation fell to Idolatry ; They would have gon All, as well 

as Some, had not Ele&ion held them back ; as appears by 2 The.2. 11, 
comparing the 4 and 5 verſes. It is therefore ſaid to be, #75: 
[According] to the Eleftion of Grace : Which intimates, 

That Election was the Patern or Or:g:inal, and Reſervation 

the Copy of it. And, That this was not a ſingle Caſe, or Re- 

ſtrained to the time that thex was, is evident ſrom Math.24, 

Where our Saviour foretells, That the Subtilty of Deceiv- 

ers, and temptations of the time, ſhould be ſuch; andthe 

Torrent riſe to that height and ſtrength; That it will be a 

thing next to Impoſſible, Not to be Carried away by it: But, 
for the Elect, They are ſafeguarded from it - How ? By 

the coming-in of the Firſt and Sovereign Cauſe ; By the 

virtue of which, the force and influence of all thoſe ſecond 

Cauſes, ſhall either be prevented, or Romoved, Mitigated, 
Inverted, ſhortened, or Over-ruled ; and the faith of his Ezek.g.6. 
Sealed Ones ſo Confirmed, that they ſhall not be hurt * Rev.7.3. 
them : Yea, (and which is more) Thoſe very things whic 

are deſfruftive to Others 1hall work life in Them. This turn'd Deut.23.5. 
Balaam's curſe into a bleſſing to Iſrael ; and Paul's afflifiions phil.1.19. 
to his ſalvation : They are to Them,a Cauſe of lifting up the Luke 21.28. 


head, And if it were not ſo, the Apoſtle would never exhort 
I 1 us 
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us To count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations : 
In the midit whereof, He keeperh the feet of Hs Suints, For, 
ſurely (ſayes God) They are my People, Children that will 
wot lye : i. e, They are of Thoſe I have Choſen and ſet apart 
ſor my ſelf; and therfore, they thall not fruſtrate my Pur- 
poſe in Chooling-them ; which ſeems implyed in that 
word [So] So He was their Saviour : q. d.T will Save them, 
becauſe Ihave made them my People. 

And for further confirmation, take Notice, That this $o- 
vereign Decree is alwaies Regnant ; It 1 that Kingdom 
which Ruleth over all, and ſhall never be broken. Pſal. 89. 34. 
My Covenant will I not break, Nor alter the thing that is gon 
out of my lips : and v.18. My Covenant ſhall ftand faſt with 
him, It is meant of the Covenant made with David and 
his houſe ; Or(rather) with Chriit and His Spiritual Seed, 
Of whom David was a Type. And that we might have 
ſtrong Conſolation, the Lord binds it with an Oath, Ozce 
(i. e. Once for all, and Once for ever; it was fo full and 
perfect, that it needed no Alteration, Amendment, or Re- 
petition) Once have I ſworn by my Holineſs, That 1 will 
not lye unto David; v.35. And how Impoſſible it was, 
That thisCovenant ſhould be over-ruled or broken,appears 
alſo in Jer. 33. 20,21.where, ſpeaking in the Name of God, 
he delivers it thus; If you can breakmy Covenant of the 
Day, and my Covenant of the Night, that there ſhould nor be 
Day and Night in their Seaſon; Then may alſo my Covenant 
be broken with David my Servant: (Here note by the way, 
That Day and Night take their turns, but ſtill it is in their 
Seaſon.) And David himſelf ſayes of it, That it 1s a Cove- 
nant Everlaſting; Ordered in all things and fure : i.e What 
ever might poſſibly fall-in to Interrupt it, There was that 
Order obſerved in the compoſition of the Covenant,& ſuch 
a Power layd up within it, as ſhould cerraznly over-run and 
bear-down thoſe Impediments, triumph over them all, and 
hold on its way ; (As all the Tempeſts and tumults that 
may happen in this lower World, can in no wiſe Obſtruct 
the courſe of ſuperiour Orbs :) He thercfore declares, ( in 
high, yet humble, expreſſions) He deſired no other or bet- 
ror. 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


ter ſecurity for his Salvation, And it" is not unlikely, That 
David and Solomon were both of them left to thoſe great 
backſlidings, to give a proof of the Sureneſs of this Cove- 
nant;which indeed was ſufficiently done by them,and tryed 
to the utmoſt : For, they both broke the Covenant, on their 
part; 8 yet the Covenant was not Null'd:No thanks to ther, 
bur to that Soverezgn Grace that had laid-in Proviſion afore 
to prevent it, by making it Abſolute and Vnrepealable. Yet 
the Lord will not Connive at their miſcarriages ; but If his 
Children forſake my law and break, my Statutes, I will viſit 
their tranſgreſſions with the Rod; Neverthelef, my loving- 
kindneſs will I aot utterly take from him; Nor ſuffer my 
Faithfulneſs to fail, It muit be granted, Therc was, at 
times, a ſeeming to make-vord this Covenant ; and great 
complaints are made upon it: But it revives again, and joy 
comes in the Morning, as 1s evident by the Cloſe of that 8g 
Pſalm, Bleſſed be the Lord for evermore, Amen and Amen. 
Its return was the more welcom for its temporary abſence; 
and therefore he meets it with a double Gratulation, Amer 
and Amen ! It was but ina {tle wrath, that He hid His 
face from them, and that but for a Aſfoment too ; but with 


everlaſting kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee ,ſaith the Lord 164.548. 


thy Redeemer. The Mountains ſhall depart aud the hills be 
removed:-- But my kiz:aneſs ſhall not depart from thee, Neither 
ſhall the Covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that 
hath Aſercy on thee. 

In Fer. 31. 37. another Impoſſibility is inſtanced in, to 
ſhew the Erernal Validity of this Covenant ; Thus ſaith the 
Lord, If heaven above can be meaſured, and the foundati- 
ons of the Earth ſearched out beneath; I will alſo caſt off all 
the ſeed of Ifrael, for all that they have done, ſaith the Lord. 
The Lord Himſelf (you ſee) is both the Aipha and Omega 
of this great ſentence; Toſhew, That both ends of the Co- 
venantare in His own hands. 

By theſe Scriptures (with many others) itis apparent, 
that there ſhall be no Faileur on God's part: and if ſo, 
Then there ſhall be None at all; becauſe He hath taken on 
Himſelf the performance of the who/e. Believers ( _ 
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fore) ſhall invincibly be carried-on (Notwithſtanding all 
kind of impediments) unto the End of their Faith, the 
Salvation of their Souls. 


Yet doth not this DoCtrine go free of Contradiction : 
And truly,confidering how cleer and pertinent the Scripture 
is for it; It ſeems to me, That if the firſt Impugners of 
Perſeverance had not found themſelves in a Toyl ; and ſo, 
Neceſſitated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other 
principles they had before taken up and eſpouſed, and 
which would not conſiſt with this; They would never have 
ſet themſelves againſt it : But, Errours (like Truths, in 
that) doe hang ona ſtring; Or, as links ina Chayn, The 
firſt Mover draws the relt after. ButI truſt, thro' help from 
Above.all the objections, that are laid againſt this Doctrine, 
ſhall prove a further confirmation of it, by one hand or 
other: The chief that I have met with,are theſe that follow, 


The Dottrine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Men 
of the ſharpeſt bit which God hath given them to Curb 
the unregenerate part of the Soul: We mean the fear 
and dread of Eternal fire ! 


The Law is good, if a Man uſeit lawfully : So is Fear 
inits timeand place; Out of which, it is zs a Bone out of 
joint. The Law works by Fear, as a School-Matter unto 
Chriſt; It is ordinarily the fir{t occaſion of our motion to- 
wards believing: The heir whilſt a Child, may be under 
the tutorage of fear; But, when Faith is grown-up, then 


caſt-out the Bondwoman and her Son; Fear ſhall not be. 


heir with Faith : For, tho' it be a good ſervant, 'tis an ill 
Maſter. For Fear to predominate Faith, is, for ſervants 
toride,whiles Princes walk on the Earth, which 1s an Errour 
the Earth cannot bear. Believers (who know themſelves 
ſo to be) receive not the ſpirit of bondage agen tofear: They 
are acted Now by another principle : (as a horſe that is 
throughly broke and well-wayed, is better Managed by a 
sentle hand, than a biting Curb:) Faith works by love, It 
1s not (henceforth) the fear of wrath, but the ſenſe of 
Chriſt's love in de/ivering from wrath, that hoth Curbs the 
unrege- 
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unregenerate part, and carries to higher acts of obedience 


* than fear is capable of ; Altho' at times, all ſorts of Mo- 


tives may be needful to keep them going : And the Lord, 
for exerciſe of their Graces and other holy ends, may let 
the deareſt of His Children long conflict with their Fears; 
Under which He yet ſupports them, and brings them forth 
like Gold, at la{t. (See Erhan's complaint, and the Cloſe he 
makes, in the 89 Pſam. See alſo, that excellent Treatiſe, A 
Child of light, &c.) 

But; as touching this Fear, in the ſenſe objected, (which 
ſuppoſeth it the beſt Curb to Sin, and promoter of Perſe- 


verance,) it ought to be rejefted. How far it may influ- 


ence a Man that is wholly Unregenerate, as a Curb to His 
luſts, is not the Queſtion here; But, if Saul and Fadas ran 
headlons to hell with this birin their mouths; then 1s not 
this ſharpeſ# bit the moſt Efettual Curb. That which weak- 
ens, and tends wary to deſtroy the Roor of Sin, mult 
needs be more eftectual, (as to the main end) than Thar 
which onely Reſfrains ſome purtings-of-it-forth. But God 
purifies the heart by Faith: And, Every one that hath this 
hope, purifieth himſelf as He ts pure : There is no ſuch vir- 
tue given to Fear: but, on the Contrary, The ſpirit of 
Fear is put in oPayrion to the Spirit of Power, of Faith, 
and of a ſound m7, But, what ever influence this fear 
may have upon perſons unregenerate;they are not deprived 
of it by the Doctrine of Perſeverance; for This concerns 
onely Believers. 
The Objeition lyes further open to divers Exceptions; As, 
I.Becauſe it puts an indignity on the Wiſdom and Grace 
of God, as if He had taken from Believers, ſome expedient 
help to Perſeverance,by his giving them Abſolute Promiſes: 
(whereas, we ſhould rather ſuſpect oer own underitandings 
and Renounce thoſe opinions which Neceilitate ſuch unna- 
tural Inferences, to ſupport them :) For, do but ſeparate 
the Promiſes from their Av#ſolureneſs, and their ſtrength is 
gon ; They would prove as the law; Weak, through the 
weakneſs of the fleſh. The Lord knowes, that Beleivers 


have both the difficulteſt work, and deepeit ſenſe of their 
Own 
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own inſufficiency ; and that nothing more weakens their 
hands, than doubtings and fears : And for this cauſe, hath 
made His Promiſes abſolute. Thus, we find, He Armed 
Foſhua to the battel ; There ſhall not any an be able to 
ſtand before thee, all the dayes of thy life: I will not leave thee, 
nor forſake thee ; And hence he draws himan Argument,to 
be ſtrong and of a Good Conrage. 

In like manner, Samuel ; when the People were greatly 
perplexcd hecauſe of God's diſpleaſure againit them ; To 
confirm them in their duty, he Comforts them againſt their 
Fears: Fear not (ſayes he) ye have done all this wickeaneſs, 
yet Turn not afide from following the Lord : (And what's 
the {trong Reaſon by which he fixes them? ) For, the Lord 
will not ] for ſake Hts People : (The Objectors and Samuel 
were not bothof a Mind.) 

Paul, (likewiſe) Exhorting Believers to that great duty 
of keeping-down Sin, that it might not Reign; Becauſe 
the ſharpneſs and heat of the Conflict, might otherwiſe 
make them Recoyl; He gives them (as an high Cordial) 
Aſſurance of Viftory: tells them, inplain andexpreſ; terms 
That Sin [ſhall nor ] have Dominion over them : (Here they 
are at variance with Paul:) Nor do they better Accord with 
Peter and John; The One directs us, To give all diligence 
to make our Calling and Eleftion| ſure:] And this, as a prin- 
cipal means to keep us from falling : And the Other makes 
itthe Scope and End of his whole Epiltle, That Believers 
may [know they have Eternal life ;, and that they might [_ go- 
01 ] in Believing, Which kindof Arguments had been very 
unduly applyed, if Giving them afſurance touching the 


; Event, had not been a ſtrengthening of them in their Duty; 


and much more, if it would have proved an Iudulgence to 
the Unregenerate part. 

2, Let Fear be conhdered in its Ordinary and natural 
effects; and 'twill eafily appear, That Nothing is lefs 
pleaſing to God, or moreunapt for the Service of Perſeve- 
rance. Asa Man's princeple 1s, ſuch will be his obedzence ; 
Slaviſh obſervance is the beſt that ſlavith fear can produce; 
which is no way acceptable to an Ingenuous Spirit : _ 
oves 
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loves a Cheerfull Giver, not Samaritan- Worſhip, for faar 
of Lyons. Such ſervice will alſo beweakand waverzng; for, 
Nothing ſo unſettles the Mind as Fear : It enervates the 
Soul and takes away its Strength : Vabal's heart dyed 1 Sam. 25. 37 
within him for fear of David : and the Soldiers who kept Math. 28.25. 
the Sepulchre, were as acad A len for fear : The obedience 

therefore which comes from thence,can be but a dead obedi- 

ence, The Effect cannot riſe higher then the Cauſe. Pha- | 
raoh let Iſrael go becauſe of the plagues ; which being a Exod.14.s. 
litle removed, he Repents his obedience, and chides him- 1.33. 145 
ſelf for it: And thoſe hypocrites, though Fearfu/neſs 

ſurprized them, Remained hypocrites till, This Fear 

(alſo) will conſilt with the greatelt impieties ; Thoſe very 

Samaritans who ths feared the Lord, did alſo worſhip their 2 King. 17. 41. 
graven Images. 

3. Fear puts upon uſing unlawful Means : 1/aac, to deny Gen.26.7. 
his wife; David, to feign himſelf mad : Perer and other 1 Sam. 21. 13. 
holy Men, todifſemble. It ſends men to Egypt for help, as a, 
it did the Jews; yea, to hell, as it did Sal. Therefore, | Spe _ 
both Satan and wicked Men, are itill endeavouring to put IE 
God's people in fear ; as they would Nehemiah, whereby Neh.s. 14, 19. 
his work had ceaſed. And Satan ſtood at Foſhxa's right Zach.2. 2. 


hand to reſiſt him; that is, to accuſe him, and ſo to put him 


in fear, becauſe of his filthy garments ; Thereby todiſcour- 
age him in the work of his office, 

4. Let Fear be compar'd with its Contrary, viz, Faith: 
This removes the Mountain, whiles fear fixes it;yea,makes 
it tobe, where (indeed) is no fuch thing. Fear made the 
unbelicving ſpies to bring up an, evil Report of the good 
land;, and to fancy 1mpothbilities of obtaining it : Farth, 
made Caleb and Foſhua Magnanimous, Let rs go up at once Num. 13. 39-. 
(fay they) and poſſeſs it ; For we are well able to overcome it; ch.1 4. 9 
yea, they ſhall be bread for us, Theſe two, who feared no 
Miſcarriage under an abſolute Promiſe, were Carried-in; 
All that doxbred, were ſhut out. Peter, whiles confident, Mar. 14.29,3-+. 
walked on the Waves; when he began to doubt, he be- 
gan to fink.. It was Faith made thoſe Worthies valiant in Joſh. 23.0. 
fight; Enabled One to chaſe a thouſand, when Fear nth _— 

: fed: 
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1Sam.14.13, 


I Cor.13. 3+ 


Gal.s. 22,33. 


1 Joh,4.18. 
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ſed a thouſand to flee at the rebuke of One; yea, at the 
ſhaking of a leaf. 

An handful of obedience ſpringing from Fa:th and con- 
fidence in God, is more acceptable to Him than ſheafs and 
loads ariſing from Fear of wrath. If Paul (for fear of hell) 
had given his body to be burned, it had been Nothing : 
But, Faith and love render ſmall things of value with God; 
(the Widow's Mite, and a Cup of cold water.)And 'tis wcr- 
thy of Remarque, That when the fruits of the Spirit are 
reckoned up, this Fear is not ſo much as named among 
them : And certain it is, That the more lively and ſenſible 
our love is to God, the leſs will be our fear of hell; For, 
perfelt love caſts out fear. | 

5. If Fear were ſuch an Effeftual Curb to fin, or help 
to Perſeverance, There would not be ſo many Promiſes of 
Delivering God's people from their fears : Nor could they 
ſo Aﬀectionately bleſs God for their being delivered : Nor 
ſo Reſolutely ſet themſelves againſt it: Neither would 
there be ſo many Commands and Injunctions laid upon 
them, NVot to be Afraid. | 

I. Commands and Injunctions againſt Fear : Fer.46.27, 
Fear not thou, O my ſervant Facob,--for Iwill ſave thee : and 
agen, ver.28, Fear thou not,--T willcorrett thee in meaſure : 
i. e. eetly, and proportionably, according to the ſcope of 
my Covenant, which is to ſave thee, The Lord would not 
have His People to think themſelves in danger of being 
Caſhier'd, when they are Chaſtened ; which ſeems the Im- 
port of that in Iſa. 41. 9. 1 have choſen thee, and not 
Caſt thee away; Fear thou not, ver. 10, So, Heb.10.35,Caſt 
ot away your Confidence : Foh, 14. 27 , Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid : and Luke 12.32. Fear 
not litle Flock; It ts your Father's good pleaſure to give 
you the kingdom, Innumerable are the Injunctions laid up- 
on God's people againſt Fear : 1/a.35.4. chap.43.5.ch.41. 
13. & 14. chap. 44.2. Fer. 30. 10. Dax.10.19. Feel2, 21. 
Zeph.3.16. Hag.2.5. Zach.8.13 & 15. Math.1o. 28. Att, 
27.24. Rev.1, 17, &c. Therefore freedom from this Fear, 
1s no impedunent to Perſeverance, 


2, Promiſes 
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2 Promiſes of delivering from Fears, Facob ſhal. be in qui- Jer.30.19. 


et, and none ſhall make him afraid, He ſhall not be aff aid of PUl.112.15, 


evil tidings ; He ſhall be quiet from fear of evil, The pco- prov.r.33. 
miſe is not made to Fear and fainting, but to Faith and Con- 
fidence; Pſ. 27. 14, Be of goodcourage, and He ſhall ſtreng- 

then thy heart, If it had bin the mind of Chrit, that Believ- 
ers{hould itill be under this Fear ; He would not have told 

them, They are paſſed from death to life,and ſhall not come in- Joh.s.2 1, 


to condemnation : That they ſhall fit upon Thrones : That Math.15.28. 
thei r Inheritance 1s reſerved in heaven for them; and they ; Per.1-4. 5. 


kept for it ; and that by the Mighty power of God, The Re- 
ſultof all which, is, That having theſe Promiſes, we ſhould 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit ; perfelt- 2 Cor.7.1. 
zng holineſs in the Fear of God: To ſerve Whom without Luke, r.7 4. 
fear,was a main Endof Chriſt's Redemption. 
3 Examples of Chriſtian Reſolution, Not ro fear. Pal. 
23. 4, yea, thouch Iwalk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, I will fear noze evil. Pſ, 27.3, Tho anhoſt encamp a- 
Ccainſt me, my heart ſhall not fear. Iſa. 50.7, Therefore (that 
is, Becauſe the Lord God had promiſed to kelp him; There- 
fore) have I ſet my face as a flint, and I know that T ſhall not 
be confounded. P\. 46. 2, We will not fear, tho' the Earth be 
' Removed, Pf. 56.4, I will not fear what fleſh can do unto me. 
and Pf. 49.5.Wherefore ſhould I fear in the dayes of evil, 
when the iniquity of my heels ſhall compaſs me about ? Theſe, 
ifany thing, ſhould have put him in fear; but his Faith re- 
ſolves againſt it; according to Iſa.12.2,1 will truſt, and not 
be afraid.i.e. He would not willingly admit theleaft mixture 
of fear with his Faith; and good Reaſon for it,ſince rhe joy of yy g.14. 
the Lord was his ſtrexeth. | Py 
4. Inſtances of Thankfulneſs for deliverance from 
fears. - 
Pſal. 34. 3. O Magnifie the Lord with me, andlet u4 exalt 
His Name together, (But, what's the occaſion of this joy- 
fulltriumph? ) 1 ſought the Lord and He heard me, and 
[Delivered me fromall myfears]v. 4. Pſal.27.5.Therefore 
will I offer in His Tabernacle Sacrifices of Foy ; And the 
Reaſon of it was, That G'od world hide him t His own Pa- 
K k villicn, 
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villion, v.5. Thatis, He would ſecure him from danger, and 
ſet himup above His Fears : Which ſurely, he could not, 
with any good Reaſon, have Rejoyced in; Nor have 
prayed, that God would Reftcre to him the joyes of Hts Sal- 
vation;if the Dread of Eternal fire,had teen ſo good a friend 
to Perſeverance, 

Scriptures to this purpoſe might be multiplied : But 
theſe (1 hope)may have left the Objection without footing. 
But, beſides our Scripture-proof, It is evident in Expert- 
encc; That nothing !o Elevates the Spirit and Courage of 
a Man in great undertakings, as afſarance of Succeſs: Bur, 
whiles hets wavering, and doubtfull How he fhall ſpeed, 
eſpecially whiles he meditates Terroxrs, and of them the 
Dreadfulleſt ;, his hands are enfeebled, Nor he has not his 
Wits about him : That which tends (in truth) to make a 
Man Steadfaſt, Vnrmoveable, and alwates to abound in the 
work of the Lerd; is not the fear of Miſcarrying, and lc- 
ſing all at laſt; but, Fasthand a certain knowledge, that his 
labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 1. Cor. 15.58. 


If a Man once believing cannot loſe his faith, Why ts it 
ſaid, Let him that ſtandeth, take heed leſt hefall ? and 
Look, to your ſelves, that we loſe not the things we have 
wrought? If no poſſibility of loſing, what need ſuch Cau- 
tions, and ſo great Circumſpettion? 

The Maker of this Objettion hath elſwhere granted, that 
the poſſeſſion of Canaan was ſure to Abraham's ſeed, ſo as 
all their unworthineſs could not deprive them of it : And 
yet we find, their Induction and »chual Poſſeſſion, yoked 
(afterwards) with as many Conditions,Cautions, and limi- 
tations; as the Promiſe of Salvation to Believers,any where 
is; and yet, Nevertheleſs Certain. But, for more particu- 
lar anſwer, 

7. It is evident, That a Righteous Man may fall ; and 
as evident it is, That he cannot fall finally : For, tho' 
he falls Seaven times in a day, as often does he Riſe 
agen, Pro. 24. 26. And this, becauſe the Lord upholderh 
him with His hand, Pal. 37. 24. And Pfal. 145. The Lord. 


Hp-- 
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upholdeth all that fall : Either He ftayes them when they 


are falling; Or, He ſo Orders and l:mits the matter,that they 
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fall not into miſchief, as others do : And, to be ſure, He'l ſet Hoſ. 14.4. 


them on their feet agen. The Abſolute Promiſe cannot be 


Null'd or difcertain'd by Cautionary words elſewhere deli- Gal.3-17.' 


vered : It cannot therfore be meant of a Total and Final 
falling away, which the Scripture-Current expreſly Runs 
againit, 

_— There are Conſiderations enough and of great weight, 
Why Believers thould take heed of Falling, without ſup- 

oling a Total loſs of their Faith ; (The breaking ofa Man's 
ws. is ground ſufficient for ſuch a Caution, altho' he be 
ſure that his Neck ſhall be fafe : ) The difhonour done to 
his Father ; The fhame that is put upon Chriſt; Grieving 
the Comforter; Scandalizing the good ways of God; ſtum- 
bling the Weak; Strengthening the Wicked; The unfitting 
of him for his duty; Interrupting his Peace and Communion 
with God; &c. Every of which will weigh deep,with a ſoul 
that is born of God. | 

3. The Lord brings-about His Purpoſes (for moſt part) 
by Means; Of which, Cautions area part ; and by which 
(as a Means) He keeps-off the evill Caution'd-agamft. In 
the 1 Fohn.2.28.the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide inChriſt: 
(whom certain Profeffors had retinquithed, v.19.) And, as 
purpoſely intending to obviatethis objection;he tells them, 
That they ſhall abide en him, v,27. Whereby he ſtrengthens 
them to their duty, 

For the other place objected, (viz. Look to your ſelves that 
we loſe not the things we have wrought; It is one thing to 
loſe (for a time) the Senſe and Comfort of Our itate ; ,as 
David, Heman, and Others, did; and another thing to loſe 
the ſtate it ſelf ; which a Believer ſhall never do,as is ſhewn 


afore, Of much like Import is that in 2 Per.1.5,6,7,8,9. 


verſes, wherche exhorts them, To give all diligence, to add 
one Grate to another : And, to help them in their work, he 
tells them, r. Whatadvantages they ſtall have by their So- 
doing; They ſhall not be unfruitfull in the knowledge of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt ;, 1.e. It ſhall eviderice to them that the know- 

K k 2 ledge 


Heb. 4.1. 


r Tim.1.19. 
Aﬀts 8.13,23. 
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ledge they have, is a real knowledge; which cannot be 
known from that which is formal only,but by ſuch an effect. 
That alſo by this Means it ſhall be increaſed; The uling of 
things well, and to their proper End,being the readieit way 
to their Improvement, according to Fohn 7.17, He that will 
ao my Will, ſhall kaow of my Doftrine. 2, He then ſets afore 
them, theloſs they ſhall have, in caſe they neglect this great 
Duty of Adding Grace to Grace : They will become blind ; 
thatis, Unable to ſeeafarr of; Ard forget, That rhey were 
purged from their old ſins ;, that is, Their Remiſneſs in this 
duty will bring obſcurity upon their Evidences ; That which 
was clecr to them afore, will Now become Clouded, and 
be as if it were not ; It may ſeems to them, That they 
are ſhort of that Relit, which yet is ſure to them ; And fo, 
they'l be put to begin their work Anew : Whereas, if chey 
do theſe things, they ſhall never fall; i.e. They hallnot fail 
from their /tedfaſtnef,, Nor loſe that cleer {1ght and afſu- 
rance which now they have,touching their good eſtate, viz. 
as being partakers of the Divine Nature, and Purged from 
their old Sins; Which thoſe Neglects might put out of their 
ſight; and ſo, loſe them the ſenſe and comfort of what they 
bad wrought, 


IWe readin John 6.50. That many of Chriſt's diſciples for- 
ſook him : In Timothy, Of ſome, who as concerning the 
Faith, had made Shipwreck: And of Simon Magus,who 
once believed, and was afterwards found in the bond of 
Tniquity * | 

The Objection has an intire Anſwer made-ready to its 


. hand, in 1 Foh# 2. 19. They went out from us, becauſe they 


Phl.1.19. 
Rom.2.20. 


1 Tim.6.5. 


were not of us, For, if they had been of us, they would [ no 
doubt] have continued with us. Seeming Faith nay really be 
loſt, as theirs was ; And Real Faith may Seemingly beloit, 
as was the Apoltles, Luke 24. 21. Heb. 4.1. Seeming Faith 
is really loſt, becauſe it was but Seeming; Real Faith can- 
not be loſt, becauſe it is Real. Yet, we ſhall find, That 
that which is but ſeeming, is frequently call'd by the name. of 


that it ſeems to be;As in Matth.13.12,1tis ſaid,T hat _ 
oY 


Ui 
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he [hath;]In Luke 8.18, (ſpeaking of the ſame thing) it is 
rendred, That which he [ Seemeth} to have : So thoſe who 
forſook Chrilt; they were diſciples butin ſhew; They ne- 
ver believedinerurb; as appeares by the 64 verſe of the 6. 
Foha,Feſus knew from the beginning who they were that beliew- 
ed not: And this (viz, becauſe it was but a ſeeming faith they 
had) He gives as the Reaſon of their Now-forſaking Him, 

As for $;0u Magus the Anſwer is as cleer concerning 
him; where let us conſider, 

7, That a Man may be ſaid to believe, and yet not be a 
Believer ; As a Righteous Man To $:z, and yet not be 
a Sinnuer, To be a Believer, is to be thorow-paced in 
faith; To believe all that is to be believed ; and to have 
the heart united to it : Thus Simon believed not; and if 
he had, he could not have thought the Holy Gholt vendible 
for Money. 

2. His faith ſeems to be onely ſuch a belief concerning 
Philip, as the Samaritans ſometimes had concerning Sm; 
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viz. That he was the great power of God. For, finding him. Ads 8. 


ſclf over-matcht by Phzip, who cait-out the Spirits wF ich 
he(perhaps) had poſſeſſed them with;he could not,now,but 
givethe precedency to Philip, as having a greater power 
than himſelf:and therefore,be continued with Philip, woaaring 
at what he did; v.13. 

3.$:m0n's believing might be only an outward profeſſio- 
nal faith, taken-up tor by-reſpects ; (which may well be 
ſuppoſed) to preſerve his interetit and repute among the 
people , who now began. to-fall from him, and to follow 
Philip ; whoſe diſciple he himſclf will profeſs ro be, rather 
than be quite caihier'd. Beſides, this profeſſion of his,might 
(in his conceit) be attep towards his purchaſing the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt; which if he could obtain, he had then teen 
agen in as good a Condition, for reputation and' profit, as 
before. 

If any would ſay, We read not of this dittinction of faith, 
into true and falſe. I anſwer. 

The Scripture frequently ſpeaks of perſons and things,ac- 
cording to Vulgar Ejteem; or what they profef{ d them- 
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2 Chr.28.23. 


t King-22.5, 


Ver 22» 


Tit.1. $5. 
2 King. 17+ 32, 


Ver. 34+ 


2 Tim-2.19. 
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ſelves tobe ; Ahaz is faid To Sacrifice to the Gods of Da- 

maſcus that ſmote hixz : and yet neither were they Gods, 
nor did they ſmite him: but it's ſpoke according to his own 
ſuperttitious opinion of them, So, thoſe 400 Men who 
prophecied afore 4hab, They are called Prophets ; Not 
that they were ſo :zdced,but becauſe they So profeſſed them- 

ſelves; or becauſe So reputed by Ahab and the people. A 

prophet is one that is inſpired by the Holy Gholt; which 
thoſe Men were not, but by a lying ſpirit. Now, S:mox 
Magus was no morea true Believer, than thoſe true Pro- 

phets; Nor his faith any more of the right kind, than their 
predictions true prophecies. We alſo find, that the Scrip- 
ture makes the Coring-ro-paſi of the thing foretold, to be 
the evidence ofa true prophet : According to which Rule, 
Perſcverance to ſulvation 1s to demonitrate the truth of faith; 
and where-ever this follows not, there faith was but preten- 

ded;They profeſs to know Cod,but in deeds do denyHim,As of 
thoſe Samaritans before mentioned, It is ſaid, They feared 
the Lord; and preſently after, that They feared | nor] the 
Loyd ; They feared him in ſhew, hut not in erzch. 

4. T he Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure ; having thes ſeal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are Huw: He brings it in to 
comfort believers, touching the Sureneſs of their ſkending ; 
when others,of as glorious out-ſides, make Shipwreck of the 
faith: It ſtands fure, becauſe the Lord knoweth them that 
are His : He knows whom He hath Choſen , For whom 
He hath received the Attonement; whom He bath Called, 
and cauſed to rake hold of His Covenant; And theſe ſhall 
ſurely be kept, Notwithitanding the wofull backflidings of 
others. 


If one that believes not Now, may have faith m__— : 
Then, oxe that 1s Now a Believer,may loſe bis faith, and 
iurn Apoſtate ? 

It followes not, That, becauſe Chriſt can bind Satan, and 
cait him out ; therefore Satan can do ſo by Chrift. He can 
come into the Devil's Nurſery, when He will; Take a 
Crab-ſtock and tranſplant it, and Graff it with a Noble 

Cyons: 
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Cyons: But Satan cannot come into God's Vinyard,(which 
15a Garden encloſed)and take thence W hat him pleaſeth. 
One who is now dead in fin, may be quickened; but, being 
once alive,can dyeno more:It is Chriit's own Aﬀertion, He 
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that liveth,and believerh in Meyſhall never dye : W hich can- Joh. 11.25. 


not be meant of any other but a þ:7irual death; which is all 
one with loſing his faith, 


A Righteous Mun may turn away from bis Righteouſneſs; 

and that ſo, that he ſhall dye for it;, Ezek.18.24. 

There is a twofold Righteouſneſs, 1. Moral ; Such as 
Paul had before his Converſion ; Thris a Man may continu :- 
in to the lat, and yet not be Saved: 2, There 15 a Goſpel 
Rightcouſneſs; (1) /zpared ; This is the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by which we arc Jultified : (2) Iafuſed , This is 
the Divine Nature communicated by the Spirit of Chrit, 
whereby weare Sanctified : Theſe two go inſeparably, and 
can never be loſt. But, The Righteouſneſs ſpoken of in the- 
place objected, ſeems to be of the former Sort, viz. oral 
or Outward Righteouſneſs; For, Outward Conformity to- 
_ the Law, was the Condition of their poſſeſſing the land of 
Canaan, with long life and proſperity in it. This (if they re- 
tain'd it) gave thema legal Right to thoſe Promiſes : If they 
turn'd from it, they ran intoa forfeiture : And loſe it they 
might,for they had no promiſe That they ſhould abide in it. 
But, the New Covenant undertakes for That, as is evident 
by comparing Fer. 31.31-33. withchap..32.40: But if any 
will yet ſuppoſe, The Righteous Man ſpoken of in that 18. 
of Ezek, to be meant of a true Believer; there ts(l hope)in. 
the Anſwers foregoing, to Solveit. 

If any ſhould alleds: - But ſuppoſe a Believer be taken 
away in his Sin, (as perhaps, Fofiah was) and hath not time 
to Repent of it? I Anſwer, 1. It cannot be proved that this. 
was thecaſe with Foſiah : He (probably) had time ſufficient 
between his Wounding and his Death: For, he was carried 
from Megiddo to Feruſalem, before hedyed : But 2. There 
was That in him that wold have Repented ; and God rec- 
kons of a Man according to what he would. Do.: It being 1n 


Dawid s- 
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David's heart to build him an Houſe, it was accepted as if 


he had doue it, The Root of the matter 1s in every Regene- 
rate perſon, which ifit had time, would put-forth it ſelf in 
fruits : and therfore They ſhall not be dealt withas barren 
trees, which have not that ſubſtance in them. 


The Promiſe of Perſeverance, 1s not made to Faith, that 
That ſhall not fail; but in reference to the favour of God, 
Viz. That if Aſen go-og to Believe, they ſhall abide in his 
love ? 


Thws to give the ſenſe of the Promiſe,ts 1. To enervate it, 
to make it ſpeak but according to the Covenant of works: 
It bereaves it wholly of that Berrernes the Scripture aſcribes 
to it, in Zeb.8.6. 2, It renders the Promiſe as ſpeaking 
fallaciouſly ;, as making ſhew of Thar it intends not : lt 
would be but as ifhe had ſaid, You ſhall keep the favour of ' 
God, if you do not Loſe it. 3. Faith is the Soul's Coming 
to God ; Unbelicf, its departing from Him: The Promiſe 
(therefore)that ſecures againſt departing from God,ſecures 
your Continuance in Believing : He that undertakes you 
ſhall be Crown'd,doth virtually undertake for your holding- 
out to the end of your Race. 


Others agen, diſpoſe Otherwiſe of thoſe Promiſes, recorded 
in the 36 of Ezek.and 32 of Jeremy touching Men's not- 
departing from God; Reſtraining them to the Jewiſh Na- ' 
tion, and to the laſt Dayes. 


To this, may readily be anſwered, 

I, That the Time which chez was, when the Apo- 
ſtles wrote, is called The laſt time, 1 Fobn. 2.18. Ads 
4. 7. 

2. Albeit that ſome particular times and perſons are more 
peculiarly concerned in the Promiſes of the old Teitament, 
cſpecially ſuch as refer to temporal things ; yet is there no 
one Promiſe, tut, in the ſpirituality of it, belongs to Every 
one that belongs to Chriſt, (that is, Jews in ſpirit : ) Vo 
Scripture is of private Interpretation ; and therefore Not to 
be Confin'd to thoſe particular times or perſons, when and 

to 
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to whom they weredelivered;Th ey were written for theuſe 
of All; 1 Cor.10.11, And 
3. We find them accordingly apply'd in the New Teſta- Wl: 

ment; The Promiſe made to Foſhxa touching the ſucceſs of Joſh. 1.5. | lt 
his Warfare in Canaan, is by the Apoſtle applyed to Be- with | 
lievers in general, as an Argument againſt overmuch care- Heb-13.5, \.. 
fulneſs in a Married 'ſtate, and for Contentedneſs with our 

preſent condition : So likewiſe, the Propheſie of 1/arah, 1029-13. 
touching the hypocrites of his time, is by Chriſt applyed to 

the Phariſees : And the Promiſes made to the Fews, in ſa. Math. 15.7.2 

54- 13. and Fer, 31.33, areapplicd tothe Gentilez, in Fohn 

6.45. and Rom. 4.15.8.16. 


This Doltrine of Abſolute Perſeverance,lays the Reigns of 
Security on the Neck of the fleſh, and of the old mann be- 


levers ? 


I, This Objection is (in effect) the ſame with the firſt ; 
Only it ſpeaks broader; which ſhews, That the farther Men 
g0 in oppoſing the Truth, the worſe language they give it. 
That Many who diſbelieve the Doctrine of Perſeverance, 
have given the Fleſh its full Range and liberty,--Needs no 
proof : But, That any Believer hath made that impious 
1mprovement of it, will never be made-out. | 

2. The Objection deſerves no-Quarter;becauſe it highly 
Reproaches the Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of God ; as if, 
for a Fiſh, He had g ven His Peoplea Scorpion ; For ſo it 
would be, If His Giving them Abſolute Promiſes, ſhould 
prove an Indulgence to the fleſh, 

3.It alſo Contradicts the known and conſtant way of holy 
Men's Arguing and Inferring from Abſolute Promiſes, and 
the higheit Afſurance : See afew Inftances of this; Co4.3.4, 
When Chriſt our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 
with him in Glory:The Reſult of it is, ortifie therefore your 
Aembers which are upon the Earth. 1 Fob. 3.2, [We 
know] That when He ſbail appear, We ſhall be likg Him : 
And what is the fruit of this knowledge ? Every Man that 
hath this hope in him,purifieth hin-ſelf even as He « pure.The 


like yehavein 2 Cor.5.1,Fur, wc [know ]that if our earthly 
Li houſe 


\ 
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beuſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of 
God, an houſe not made with hands, Eternal in the Heavens: 
and what the effect of this great Knowledg was, ye have in 
thep.v. Wherefore We labour, That whether preſent or ab- 
ſent, we may be accepted of Him. In 2 Cor,6.18, 1s repeated 
the Sum of the New Covenant; I will be a Father unto you, 
end ye ſhall be my Sons aud Daughters, ſaith the Lord Al- 
mighty : Seenow the uſe he makes of it ; (Andall Believers 
have the ſame Mind : ) Having therefore theſe Promiſes der 
1 cleanſe our ſelves from all filthyneſi of fieſh and fpirit per fett- 
wg bolyneſs in the fear of God. 

Fob knew, That his Redeemer lived, and that he ſhould 

live with him ; and yet, as to holineſs and integrity, Not a 
xn like him in all the Earth. And that holy Man Aſuph 
was fully afſured of Perſevering infallibly ,P/al.73.24,T hou 
ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, and afterward Recerve me to 
Glory. This did not looſen the Reigns,but made him cleave 
cloſer to God, Renouncing all but Him and His fervioe ; 

Whom have Tin Heaven but thee ? v.25 : And, Ir is good for 
Ae to draw nigh ts God, v.28. Thelike frame of Spirit we 
findin Davia, Pſal.23, [Srrely,] Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall 
foltow me all the deyes of my life ; His Reſult alſo, is, 7 will 

awell in the houſe of God for ever. | 

And, that theſe were not temporary fits and flaſhes, but 
from a ſetled Principle ; is further apparent by his manner 
of Reaſoning, im Pfal.27.5,6, In time of trouble He ſhall 
hide me tn His pavillion : (no fafer place on Earth, nor in 

Heaven :)) 4nd now ſhall my head be lifted up above mine 
Ememies ronnd about ve. What follows upon this Mounted 
Affurance ? Soul, rake thy caſe, eat, drink, and be merry? 

Q No! Burt, [Therefore] will I offer Sacrifices of Foy ;, 1 
wil! ſing, yea, I will ſing praiſes unto the Lord ! He was 
now upon his h:gh-places, out of the Reach of danger ; 
but did not grow Remiſs upon it,Reſtrain Prayer,and gi ve- 
over Calling upon God ; but falls the more fervently upon 
that which ſhall be the Upſhot of all in Heaven: He wonld 
rather have becn Remiſs without this Aſſurance, as himſelf 
confeſleth at the 1 3. verſe, [had fainted,unleſs I had believed 


fa 
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to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lordin the land of the lroing. 

' Paul's affurance of obraining what he ran-for, was & 
Mighty ttrengthening to hinmrin his Race : Who ſo Cruct- 
fietto the World as Paul? ſo abundant in all kind of fer- 
vice, or more ready todye for Chriſt, thanhe? Who yet 
had the fulleſt Aſſurance of holding-out, and of Receiving 
the Crown of Righteouſnefs at laft; And, that Nothing 
ſhould feparate him from it. 

By theſe ye may gather, That Believers are of a Nobler 
Extract, than to love God the leſs, becauſe He loves them 
ſo Much ; and that.'tts no trivial Slaunder to Inſfinuate, That 
Believers, (eſpecially,ſuch as have Afſurance,) are moſt ex- 
poſed and given to backſliding : Which is (ſure) an Un- 
natural conſequent of their being Sealed to the day of Re- 
demption. Such objectionsdo alſo argue the Authors of them 
Not well-acquainted with the good ways of God; Nor with 
that ſpiritual obligeing ſweetnefs that is found in them ; 
Which any One who harh tafted thereofintrnth, would not 
Turn-from, althe' his future happmeſs were not” concern'd 
init. Nor do they Confider the frame and nature of the 
New Creature; which hath fpiritual ſenſes, fitted todifcern 
what makes for its own preſervation, and what makes a- 
Sainſt it, Had you Fifteen years added to your life, ada 
Cerrainty of it; Would you therfore forſake your food;and 
diſbſe the ordinary means of preferving life? The Fews had 
an Abſolute Promiſe, That God would fave Ferafſalem from 
the King of Aſyr:ia, (who then befieged it;) Did they ſet- 
opetheir Gates, and draw-off their Guards upon it ? Senfe 
and Reaſon would teach them Orherwiſe; Which Grace 
does not deſtroy, but perfect. TItts a fparkteof that Hea- 
venly fire, which cannot liveoutofits Element; nor can all 
the Waters. under Heaven, quench it. It is apart of the 
Divine Nature, and ſo lovesand hates, <_ Father of it 
doth; and It will cleave to Him in every State: If Ze fave 
me Alive, T'| Serve Him, If He kill me,/Fl yer truſt inhins; 
In life and in death, I will be the Lordt'$. Thisis the natu- 
ral diſpoſition of the New Creature; TItfavours only the 
things which are of God : And the higher-taſted br 
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by Aſſurance, the more is he Aloft, and above thelure of car- 
nal Divertiſements ; Not to be Reigned or led by them. 
Therefore, Let God be true, and His Prophets and Apoltles 
be reckoned for faithfull Witneſſes; And every one that 
ſpeaks Otherwiſe, alyar. 


The next thing, in courſe,us To conſider What improument 
may be made of this Doftrine:Which,one would ſurely con- 
clude ,of very great uſefulneſs, ſme the Scriptures are ſo 


greatly concern'd about it. 


In the General, it affords Matter of eminent Support to 
Believers; eſpecially in d:fficxlr Caſes : It alſo evinceth 
Matter of Duty,on the Believers part : And from the Exam- 
ples forequoted, ſomthing of Direction in reference to both: 
Which I ſhall here put intermixedly together. 


- Firſt, Stand ſtill, and behold the Salvation of the Lord / 
And at the ſight of this great thing, Say in your hearts, with 
an _ Aſtoniſhment, What hath God wrought ! Let your 
Souls be filled and inlarged with everlaſting admirings of 
that Grace (that Sovereign Grace) which has thus impreg- 
nably ſecur'd the Salvation of His Choſen; That no Man- 
ner of thing, whether within them or without them, ſhall be 
able to hinder them-of it : Even the Gates of hell ſhall nor pre- 
vail againſt it : No, Not ſo much as one of the itakes there- 
of ſhall be Removed, and that for ever, Shaken you may 
be, and toſſed with tempeſt; but never Over-turn'd becauſe 
ye have an Eternal Root, Elelfting love is of that Sovereign- 
ty, That it Rules and Over-rules all in Heaven and Earth 
Chriſt Feſus our Saviour and Lord; The Holy Ghoſt our 
Sanctifier Councellor and Comforter, in all that they have 
done, do, or will do, do ſtill purſue that ſcope : All Ordi- 
nances, Providences, Temptations, Afictions, and whate- 
ver can be Named, (be it good, or be it bad, in it ſelf) Life, 
death, things preſent, and things to come, are all made 
Subſervient to the Decree of Election; And do all Work- 

together, To compaſs and bring-about its Moſt glorious de- 
ſiignment. | 
i 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


If the Conrſe and Conduct of Common Providences were 
truly lined-out ; It would yield an illuitrious Proſpect : 
How much more the Conduct, Order, and End,of thoſe pe- 
cial Providences, which are proper to,and converſant abuut, 
Election / When all the peeces therof ſhall be. brought-tc- 
gether and ſet-in-order, how beautifull will it be { Angels 
and Men ſhall ſhout for the Glory of it / Then 'twill be evi- 
dent, God has done nothing in vain, or impertinent to your 
bleſſedneſs : That what ever hath befallen you here (howe- 
ver contr. ry to your preſent ſenſe and opinion of it)was d {- 
penſed in very faithfu.nefs toyou. That ifany of tnoſe ma- 
nifold (and ſeemingly Croſs) Occurrences, you have been 
exerciſed-with, had been omitted z it would have been a 
Blank in your ſtory, a blot in your Scutcheon of honour. 
When you ihall ſee, What Contrivances have been againit 
you ; what Art, Subtilty,, Malice, and Power, they were 
agitated-with; How unable you were to Fore ſce, preven?, 
avoid, or repell' them ;- And how all the Attributes of God : 
and His Providences, each one in-its time and place, (which 
was always molt ſeaſonable,)came-in to your Reſcue; Re- 
torting on-your adverſaries,and ſafeguarding you;yea,how 
that which was death in itſelf, was made to work life in you; 
How amiable and admirable will the ſtory of it be { That 
when your faith was weak,theLord did notwithdraw from 
you; That when it was at its heightand ſtrength, He then 
did for you above. all--you couj}d: believe or think; and. 
through an unſpeakable Preaſs of Difficaltics .and. Contra- 
dictions, He carried-on his work. in you ; even beating 
you on Eaple's W ings, until He had brought you to Him- 
ſelf; How will you Magnifie His.work;and Adaure it then/ 
Begin tt Now. *' © , | ' 


- Secondly, Let us ſtudy more the Knowledg and Contents: 7yfer, II. 


of this Great truth,of Believers Invincible Perſeverance ; 
the Riſe, Progreſs, and Tendency of it; and what ad- 
vantages it yields us; which (indeed)are many and: very 
confiderabl >, job ay ns 7 et TP "BY 
+ 1. As itisa partof the Doctrineof Election; which teach- 
eth That Nothing ins, but Grace and love in. God, was 
ftt.& 
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the only Original Cauſe of our. Salvation ; The knowledge 
whereof will work in the Soul, an holy Ingenuity and love - 
towards God, whom nothing offends but Sin; Simer an- 


. ſwered right, when he ſaid, He that bad moſt fargiver him, 


would love meft : Whence it follows, That he wha believes 
the Free Remiſhon of all his ſins from firlt to laſt ; muſt needs 
love God more than One who believes only the pardon of 
thoſe that are patt, and that ſo, as that they may all be 
charged upon him agen : Or if not, That yet he may po- 
Mbly periſh for thoſe to-come ;' perhaps in the laſt Moment 
of his life ; For,heis not ſure(Nay,'tis very doubtfull,if de- 
pendent on his own natural will) That Faith or Repentance 
{hall be tvs laſt Act. : A 

. Now, This Grace of Love being the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
operative: Principle; he that is led by it muſt aCt according- 
ly ; that is, Vigorouſly, and without wearinefs, as Pax! 
did. And Feſeph, having recerved large Tokens of God's 
love to him, and expecting. more yet ;. argues again(t and 
(with an holy diſdain and fleight of hand) puts-by the 
Temptation, How can 1 doe this, and ſin againſt God, who 
hath dealt, and will deal, ſo bountifully with me / 

2. As-it teacheth the: foul. to. Depend upen God forits 
keeping, as having His Almighty Power abſolutely enga- 
ged for it: Whereas, if theefficacy andeventofallthat God 
doth for Me, ſhould depend upon fomething to bedone &y 
Me,whoam a frail Creature, and prone to Revolt, I fſhould 
ſtill bein fear, becauſe ſtill in danger of Falling, and loſing. 
all at laft :. And this Fear, being an.enfeebling paſſion, muit. 
needs render my Reſiſtance and: all my, endeavours, beth. 
irregular and weak : Whereas a Magnanimous and fear-. 
leſs ſpirit, who ſees himſelf Clothed with a D:wine Power, 
ſhall have his Wits (as we ſay): more about him; to diſ- 
cern Dangers and Advantages; and conſequently, how to 
eſchew the one, and improvethe other. > ITE 

3, Asit gives afſurance, Our: labour. ſhall not be in vain: 
This made thoſe believing Hebrews to endure that great 


fight of affiiftions, and totaks jayfhily. the ſpoiling of their 
Heb.10-33,34+ Goods.; becauſe they [knew]. they bad:in Heaven abetter 


and 
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and more-enduring ſubſtance. All manner of Accomplith- 
ments put-into-one, and made your own; would not ſo 
invincibly Steel your foreheads,and ſtrengthen your hearts, 
as, Tobe Sxre of Succeſs, and to come-off Conquerour : 
The Apottle therefore brings it i1n,gs the higbelt encourage- 
ment in our Chriitian Warfare, in Row. 6, 14. and chap. 8. 
37. And our bleſſed Lord Hinfelf (who, of all others, 
had the hardeſt Chapter to Run-through;) It made Hs 
Face 45 a Flint, becauſe [| Hekyem] He ſhould notbe Cont- Ifa 507. 
founded, = 477 | 
Thirdly, Make it one, and that a Mayn part of your fer. III. 

buſineſs, to foyl and diſprqve--the Objections that are 
brought againſt this Doctrine: And your Nearcit way to 
it, is, Growing «2 Grace, 2 Pet.z.18. withchap.1. from 
the 5th. verſe to the oth. 0 

T7. Lay-afide, and Caſt-away every weight, eſpecially 
the fia that doth moſt eaſily beſet you'; your boſomſin, 
whatſoever itbe.; Caſt them to the Moles and to the Batts: 1: _— 
They are not fit-Mates for Day-light Creatures : It is a ' PN 
Noble prize you Run-for ; Therefore, Clogg not your 
ſelf with any thing that may hinder, or retard your pace. 

2. Keepyour ſelves in the Love of God: that is, keep» 
up and maintain a ſpiritual ſenſe of His love to you, and a 
lively anſwer of holy affections towards Him. Whatever 
may tend to obſcure or leſſen your ſenſe of jit, have no- 
thing to doe with that unjuft' thing ; keep your felf froni 
Idols;let nothing havean intereſt tn your love but God;zand 
all things els, but in ſubordination and with, xeſpett to: © 
Himonely. _. | lil one RO-TS3206 | 

3. Watch againſt the Beginnings and firft Motions of 

fin; Nipitin the bud.; Abſtainfrom all appearanceof evil; 
and walk not 01 the brink of your: liberty. Ir is eaſier to 
keep-out an Invader than to-Expell him being:Entred; To- 
keep-downa Rebel, and prevent his Riſtg, than to-Con- 

ver him when. he is up. Great and black. Clouds have 
fnall beginnings ; the bigneſs of your: hand (at firit;)inay: 
rife and ſpread, to cover the whole Heavens. Therefore, 


. keep-off ſat ſtaff's end. 


4. Be: 
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4. Be diligent and induſtrious in it : Think not, becauſe 
it is God who performethall things for you, that therefore 
you. may ſit-iti[l, or be Remiſs in your duty ; your Arms 
and Armour were not provided to Ruſt in your Tent. There 
may be (indeed) ſuch a Juncture in Providence, that it 
may be your duty (and ſo, your ſtrength) to fit-ſtill; as 
was theirs at the Red-ſea : This is, when all farther Moti- 
oſtis ſhut-up to you ; and then the Lord will doe His Work 
without you : But uſually, There is ſomething to be done 
on our part : Tho' the Lord would go-forth before David, 
and, ſmite the Philiſtims ; yet David mult beſtir himſelf : 
This thing is conſtantly to be affirm'd, That they who have 
believed in God, be careful to maintain good Works ; Tit.3.8. 
Anddo it the rather, To cut-off occaſion from them which de- 
fire occaſion; that wheren they glory,they may be fonnd even as 
we,2 Cor.11.12. 

5. Cleave to Jeſus Chriſt, and to Himonly; and truſt not 
to your holding of him, but to His holding of you : This did 
David when he ſays, Thou holdeſ# me by :y Right hand. Fol- 
low Him,as Men (whoſe dependence is upon it) follow the 
Court : Whiles following Him, you cannot do amiſs ; 
nor want any good thing, whether for Councel,Strength, or 
Otherwiſe. | gy | 

6, Forget what is behind,and preſs on towards perfecti- 
on; That if pofſible,you might attain to the Relurrection of 
the Dead; z.e. To be perfectly holy : Tho' Perfectneſs, in 
the perfection of it, is not attainable here ; yet, the high- 
er you aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be; and the 
farther-off from loſing what you have. Keep the Mark 
ſtill inyour eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept your 
Sightof it. 

Theſe are ſome of the ways to make your Calling and 
Election ſure : And if yedo theſe things, ye ſhall prove 
this Doctrine to be true; And either Prevent or Retort 
thoſe Carnal and gronndleſs Calumnies that are brought a- 
gainitit. 95rd 

Fourthly,Since thereare ſuch Arguments forBelievers In- 
vincible Perſevcrance; Let us all ſodemean our ſelves, That 
we 
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we may have them a/l ſtand on our ſide, for proof and evi- 
dence That weare of that happy Remnant, whom the Great 
God hath ſet-apart for himſelf ; And whom He hath made 
and wrought for this ſelf ſame thing; Andasit was His pur- 
poſe, ſo let it be our Spirit and practice,to glorifie His Rich 
Grace, f | 

x. If born of God, let us ſhew-forth the virtues of our Fa- 
ther; and bear our ſelves as His Children, both towards 
Him, and towards the World : Letus live upon Him, and 
liveto Him ; Rejoycing always before Him ; firit, for Hs 
Own blefſedneſs,and then for our own as derived from His, 
and by Him reſerv'd in Heaven for us; And all, as deſigning 
to honour Himas our Father, 

2, If we have Faith, let it appear by our Works : 
It muit be ſome ſingular thing that muſt diſtinguiſh 
us from otherMen : It is not profeſſion, Nor Words, Nor 
Actions neither (as to the Matter of them, and ſo farr as 
viſible to Men,) that will approve us Believers ; but the 
Principle whence they grow,and the Ed they drive at;The 
Reſult of Abraham's faith was, To give Glory to God. 

3. Let uscarry our ſelves under alldiſpenſations not on- 
ly quietly but thankfully ; and ſo as to Anſwer God's End: 
Walk humbly; Hate the thing that's evil; Have the 
World under your feet ; Eſteem preciouſly of Chriſt ; Ho- 
nour His Ordinances ; let every Grace have its perfect 
work; and Rejoyce in hopes of that glory, which all theſe 
things are preparatory to. 

4. If One with Chriſt, and He our Mediator ; Then let 
us walk as He walked; who held His own Will alwaies 


ſubjet to His Father's; Reckoning it Hs Meat to do His 


Will, and to finiſh His Work: Let us alſo wait His Advice 
and Counſel in every buſineſs, and follow it ; Commir 
our Cauſe to Him, and Intereſt Him in all our Concern- 
ments, 
5. Apply our ſelves toevery Attribute of God, accord- 
ing to the preſent occaſion ; and dwell upon them, and leave 
them not, until we have the Grace and Help intended by 
them---They are all made over to the heirs of Salvation, 
M m to 
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to live upon : Let it not be ſaid, That in the midſt of our 

abundance weare in ſtreights / | oy 
6. If made for the Glory of God, Make-good your End: 
He's glorious in Holineſs, and by Holineſs onely can you 
Slorifie Him.” Bear (therefore) on the forehead -of your 
Deſigns and Converſation,that Royal Inſcription[|Zolineſs 
to the Lord: By this, you will ſet-to your ſeal, That God 
is true ;, and _—__ your ſelves to be Children that will 
20t lze, 'Twill alſo be of ſingular uſe and ſervice to your 
ſelves, as. to' that orher End of your Being: That you have 
elorified God on the Earth, will be a fubitantial argument 
Fhat He will plorifie you inthe World to come.” For, tho! 
your perſonal Righteouſneſs be not your'T itle to the Hea- 
venly Inheritance ; yet your conſtant progreſſion in Holy. 
nefs, will be your beſt evidence(next the immediate witneſs- 
ings of the Spirit) that you have a Title; and that your Title 
is good. Sinceztherfore, we were made for,and expect ſuch 
things, What manner of perſons ought we to bein all holy con- 

verſation and Godlinef {© OLENLS 
7. If under the Covenant of Grace, let us reckon our ſelves 
ſtrengthened with all might, and hold to it, as having all 
our ſalvation in'it; Both Keeping, Support, Recover 
and Settlement, Graceand Glory, Not Minding ſo-muc 
how any thing looks or feels at preſent ; but what is the 
End.it,tends-to; For if the End be good,the Means(as ſuch) 
cannot be otherwiſe. And truly, we cannot havea better e- 
vidence of our Intereſt in this Covenant, than a total Devol- 

ving of 0ur ſelves upon it. | 

\And'well it is for us,Gwho find-in-our Selves ſuch a prone- 
neſs to backſlide;) Thatour Eternal condition'doth not de- 
pend on our felves'; butupon that founrdarion of God menti- 
oned in Timothy ; where the Apoſtle,ſpeaking of ſome who 
had made Ship-wreck of the faith, leſt true Believers ſhould 
faint in their minds, at the fight and apprehenſion of it; he 
tells them, That Nevertheleſs (that is; Notwithſtanding this 
wofull backſliding of fome, perhaps of eminent profefhans 
yet) the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure ; q.d. They thatare 
of this Foundation are ſure to be kept ; And he firms it _ 
this 
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this Seal, The Lord knowerh them that are His : He knows 
whom He hath Choſer, and concerning whom He hath Co- 
venanted, That they ſhall not depart from Fims, and there- 
fore He will not let them go ; (They ſhall be kept as thoſe 
Seaven thouſand were, from bowing the knee to 2aat.) Ka- 
ding this Caution withall, That every one which 'nameth the 
Name of the Lord, ſhould depart frominiquity ; Which, as 
it is a Mcans of God s appointing, to keep from Apoſtacy ; 
So, it ſhall be to them an evidence, That they are of that 
Foundation, and {hall be kept. For, it being his ſcope, to 
Comfort believers againlt rheir Miſgivings,which arife from 
a ſenſe of their own weakneſs, and a like apthefs in them- 
ſelves to Revolt ; He needs mult uſe an Argument ſuited to 
ſuch an End : And therefore, in ſaying [The foundation of 
God ſtandeth ſure; ] He mult intend, Believers ftanding-ſure 
upon it : For, The itanding-ſure of the foundation, would be 
ſmall Comfort to us,if yet We might be blown off it,or fink 
beſides it. : APR Ta SY 
Docs God take care for Sparrows ? for Oxen'? for Ri- 
vens? Much more for believing ſouls, who have Commit- 
ted themſelves to His keeping. Let the Fowler doall he can, 
Nota ſpazrow ſhall fall to the ground : you'T ſay, With- 
out the Will of God, they cannot? And the. Will'of God 
is, That they ſhall not : (4 rhouſand may fall at his ſide, and 
ten thouſaud at his ri%ht hand; but it ſhall not come tighthiws.) Plal.g1.7. 
He thatdetermin'd ſuch a ſparrow ſhallnot fall ; determin'd 
alſo, to keep him from that aswould cauſe him to fall :* And 
therefore, either the Fowler ſhall not find the Bird ;-or the 
Bird thall diſcern his approach, or ſmelt the*powder, and be 
£0n ; Or, if he ſhoot Jo ſhall miſs his mark ; Or ifhehit,it 
thall light-on the feathers that will grow-agen; Or; on ſome 
fleſhy part, that may belick'd whole ; Or perhaps, it ſhall 
open an Ulcer that could not otherwiſe be Curcd : A Believ- 
er's heel may be bruiſed, but his viral-parts are out of Reach, 
| and therefore ſafe, BY NI | | 
| Fifthly, Let this Doctrine of Believer's invincible perſe- nfer. V. 
verance in Faith and Holineſs,{trengthen your hearts againſt 
all ſorts of doubts and fears, which may ariſe from the pre- 
| | M m2 ſence 
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Mat.13,31,33- 
chap.25.29., 

Joh. 10.10. 

P(.18.32, 


| A PraGical Diſcourſe 
ſence of Indwelling-Sin, with its frequent and fturdy inſur- 


' rections ; Since He that hath begun, will alſo perfett Hs 


Work with Power. Judge righteous Judgment: Ofouxr ſelves 
(indeed) we cannot judge worſe than we deſerve; but 
of our ſtare, we may : Therefore, For help in this Caſe, 
Conſider, 

7. That tho' the New Nature ſhall certainly expunge the 
old, at/aſt; yet the Work isnot perfected here : But, this 
for your preſent relief; That the Beſt Principle is ſtill pre- 
dominant and getting ground; (how ever your preſent ſenſe 
may judge of it;) and the old party ihall never recover its 
Waſting condition : For, the Kingdom of God once in the 
heart, will ſurely Work and ſpread it ſelf, till the whole 
lump is ſavoured by it. (To afſureus of this, is the driftof 
divers Parables in the Goſpell.) To him that [hath] ſhall be 
given: He that (hath) life, ſhall have it more abundantly: As 
:t was God who girded you with ſtrergth, ſo He will make 
your way perfett. Suppoſe, that Faith and Holineſs beat 
preſent, but as two little flocks of kids ; And fin (like the 
Syrians Army) fills the Countrey : Be not diſmayed; The 
king of /rael will cleer the Countrey of them : His ſpirit 


| ſhalllift upa Standard againſt them; and though they come- 


I Pet.1.7. 


in like a floud, by Him ſhall their proud waves be ſtayed. 
The Lord ſays to youin this Caſeas He did to Feremy ; 7 
bave made thee an Iron Pillar and brazen Walls, againſt the 
whole land : They ſhall fight againſt thee but they ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt thee : Jer. 1.18, 19. Oras once to His People, 
concerning the Gyant Og; Fear him not, For I have deliver- 
ed bim into thy band, with all his Army. 

2. This Sickneſs is not unto death : The Conflict is not to 
weaken or deſtroy, but for the tryal and improvement of 
your faith and other Graces : The very tryal whereof is 
a precious thing, and ſhall be found ſo at laſt; both to the 
Glory of Him that tryes you,and yours whoare tryed : A- 
braham, David, Fob, and others, are pregnant examples of 
this ; They came-forth like Gold ; More pure, ſolid, and 
flexible. David indeed, tho' he held-faſt his confidence a 
great while ; yet till being purſued and Over-preſt, oy 

ay 
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day involv'd in dangers anew; and having once admitted 
Carnal Reaſon to be of his Councel, he began to flagg in his 
faith, (7 ſhall one day periſh,--and All men are lyars-) But it 
was in his haſte, Not conſidering the ſurenef otan Abſolute 
Promiſe : He therefore (when he had better weighed it) 
confeſſes his fault, and Recovers from it : And his faith was 
zprov'd by his tryal; For, being come agen-to it-ſelf, he 
comfortably concludes, That Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall fol- 
low him all the days of hes life ; and (Notwithſtanding his 
preſent exile) he ſhall dwell in the houſe of the Lord for Pſ.23 1. 
ever, 
3.Beit alwaies Remembred, That God reckon's of a man 
according to what his A4:indis; And you ought ſo alſo to 
reckon of your ſelf : This was Paul's courſe, in Rom. 7. 
where he thus reaſoneth 3 Now, If I do that I would not, It 
z5 no more I that doit, but ſin that awelleth in Me. Before Rom.7.20. 
Converſion it was Saul, but Now 'tis Six, Behevers may 
be led-captive(at-times) even after they have ſworn fealty 
to their true Lord; But ſ#i1/ they are Hs in their A4:nd,and 
that's their Mark. Itis the ſame with that in Fob» ; Whoſo- 
ever ts born of God,doth not Commit ſin ; And,he cannot ſin, 
becauſe he ts born of God: i. e.Hedoes not, nor he cannot x Joh. 3.9. 
fin, as the Devil's children do; for their Wills are in it; (ac- 
cording to Fohn. 8. 44, Theluſts of your father | ye will do:] 
But, a Regenerate perſon, T he evil be doth, he" Allows not: ] 
And this isa ſtaying Conſideration, That if wzth our Mind 
we ſerve the law of God,it thall not Ruin-us,that with our fleſh Rom. 7-25, 
we ſerve the law of Sin, | 
But how ſhall I know it ? If you be forced, you will Cry- 
oxt;and if you Cry, it.isa Rape ; and ſhall not be charged to 
your accompt:ye have the Law for it,in Deur.22.25,26,27. 
So,he that kills a Man [againſt hi Wi] is not reckoned a _— 
Murtherer, Nor worthy of death ; albeit, the Act it ſelf, be 79% 13: 
= ſame that another Man, whoſe wil! was in it, ſhall dye- Deur.19. 4,5. 
or. 
4. Believers are Trees of Righteouſneſs, and of the Lord s 
own planting ;, and therefore, they ſhall not fear when heat 


comerh- They have their Autumns (too often) and blight- Jer.17.7 3. 
ing 
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Eph. 4.13. 


Prov. 30:2, 
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ting, Winds. (perhaps.n the Spring-time too) and alſo 
luxuriant branches and Suckers, proceeding from the Old 
itock; which rob the good Ones of their ſap, and make 
their fruit leſs both in bulk and beauty + But {till their ſub- 
{tance is in them,and therefore they Revive, and flouriſh a- 
gen. And whiles thoſe Suckers are Nipt and Prun'd-off,the 
true Branches are preſerved and Cheriſhed; They ſhall 
bring-forth fruit in 5 wa old age. They that are Now(1. ec. 
Once; They thatare Once) rhe Children of God, ſhall never 
be Otherwiſe: ſave only in a greater likeneſs to their Father 
And tho' theirliving on Him,and their hkeneſs to Him, be 
very weakly; (eſpecially at times, as the Natural life of 
Infants 1s) yet, being borz, they mult bckepr ; And the 
W:{ and Care of their Father is,To Nurſe them up toa Per- 
feit Man. 

_ Youlfay, (perhaps) That never had any ſuch cauſe of 
Complaint as you ; and poſſibly it may be ſo : Tobe ſure, 
you know not that They had: And thoſe you compare'your 
telf with, have ſaid as much of themſelves;and they had the 
like Cauſe ; (for our hearts are faſhion'd alike ; Onely,cach 
one beſt knows the plague of his own :) Agur, a Man of 
great Wiſdom and Holineſs, ſays of himſelf, That he was 
more brutiſh than any Man. But, ſuppoſe it be true, That 
Others corruptions have not broke-out as yours have done; 
yet May not this put your faith to a'ftand; Much leſs Make 
you weary, Recoil, or to faint in your Minds : For, the 
ſame Grace that prevented them, can pardon you; and will 
if you caſt your ſelf upon it. Ye may (indeed) be allow'd 
to _— of your ſins; for, Nothing els have ye to com- 
plainof : Therfore, Complain and Cry-outas loud as you 
will, Oh wretched Man that Tam ! who ſhall deliver me from 


_ this body of death ? But withall, Betake you to the ſame 


Refuge that he did, & abide by it; thank God through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord ! Here you may triumph over all, both 
Complaints and the Cauſes of them, 

It muſtalways be granted, That to Overcome Sin, Com- 
bin'd,Intrench d,and fortifid, as itis ; is a great Undertak- 
ing, and muſt be gon-through with ; There is no Retreit 

| to 
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to be ſounded, Nor Armour provided for your back ; Every 
Mother's fon muſt either kill or be kilf'd in this Combate ; 
There's no Com —_ Difference,Nor difcharse in 
this Warfare, till the day be-perfetly Won: But Whata 
Recruit is there levied, and'always ftands ready, as'a ſure 
Reſerve / viz. That thonghthe Conflict be ſharp, the ſucceſs 
& ſare, Inorder whereto; (amongtt' other Rules and Ar- 
ticles of War, ) bear in'mind theſe few following: 

1. [ntangle not your ſelf; but ſhun and avoid whatever 
may prove a elog; or uiifityau for duty. oO 

2. Exerciſe your ſelfinthirgs that will eeach youto han 
dle your Arms; and tending to/Nouriſh your faith. 

3. Stand on your' Guard watchfully ; that'ye be not 
- rpriſed by ſudden excurſions; orunder pretence of friend- 

__ » | ”— 
- 4 Armvyour ſelf-with the fame Mind that was'in Chriſt; 
fetyour face asaflint; and conclude,That ye fhatl mor be con- 


founded, !' 


5: Submit to the place your Generalhath ſet you in. . It 
muſthave been ſome bodie's lot, and why not yours? and 
the hotter itis, the more honourable. "Ho | 

.6. Look that ye fight with-proper weapons ; Which: are 
onely' to be hadat the Covenant of Grace,and the Crofs'of 
Chriſt ; And Theye they are never wanting * Atid be fare, 
yepo not down to the Philiſtsnes, either to forge or ſhar- 
pen. 


deed) afturdy adverſary todeal-with ; whom yet you are: 
ſure to Overcome, | 1, If 


8. Look ſtill on your Captain, to obſerve what He ſays 


and Does, and do likewiſe: To take-up your Croſs, and 
endure hardſhip, are neceſſary accoutrements toa Soldier 


of Chriſt. 


9. Wait on the Lord-to Renew your Strength; who: 


then beſtirrs Himſelf moſt, when your ftrength is gon; 


7. Fightnot as one that beats the ayr; but as having (in- 


Then He lays hold upon Shield an41 Buckler, and ftands- pf.5.2. 


up for your help. | ; | 
10. Laſtly, (and to Influence all) Mind the Lord of his 
| Covenant. 
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Covenant ; even They, when (it may be) your ſelf think 
on it- with trouble, as doubting your interelt in it : Pray 
Him to remember it for you ; and with the ſame Good- 
will wherewith He madeit: Beſeech Him to look-on His 
Bow in the Cloud, which Himſelf hath ſer there, as a ſure 
ſign between God and you ; That tho' the skies be Red and 
lowring, The Clouds return after the Rain, and the Billows 
go-over your head; you ſhall not be deluged by them - By 
this it is, that ye are hedged-about, and walled-up to Hea- 
ven. Therefore, Stand notlike Men in ſuſpenſe; as unre- 
ſolved to fall-on; or doubtful how to come-off ; But 
On, On, theday's your Own; The Lordof Hoſts purſues 
them ; Andler all the Sons of God ſhout for joy. | 

Sixthly, ſince Believers onely are intereſled in the Cove- 
nant,and that Faith is a Neceſlary Inſtrument which the Co- 
venant wil not work without;& without which,you cannot 
work with it, Nor ſee yourlntereſt in it ; Look-well to your 
Faith : firit, That it be ofthe right kind ; (viz. ſuch as Re- 
nounces Self, & lives upon Grace;) And then, having found 
itſuch, Beſure yekeep it well, and improve it to the ut- 
moiſt. Two uſes, eſpecially, are to be made of it ; (1)As 
your Shield, to ſupply the place of all other peeces of your 
Armour, when broken or looſe; as well as to ſafeguard 
then, when they are whole and Tite about you. It your , 
helmet be out of the way, and fiery darts come pouring 
down ; Hold up your Faith between your head and them; 
Faith is the trueit quench-coal to the fire of hell. If your 
Sword be forgot, or laid-a{ide, or wants an edge, &c. your 
Shield, if well applycd, will Retort your enemies weapons 
on his own Pate- (2) Faith is your ſpiritual Oprick,which 
ſhews you things of Greareff Moment ; and Nor Otherwiſe 
Viſible : Even Chariots and horſmen of Fire, are not diſ- 
ccrmible without it. If temptations from the World do 
indanger you ; Turn your Faith that way, and through it 
view and conſider, how Shallow and ſhort-liv'd the pleaſures 
of it are; and how Momentany your ſufferings. Then 
took-at the World to come ; The Glory of it, and your in- 
tereft in it; And how much your Crown will be Brightened 


by 
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by the ſcowrings you have paſs'd-under here; and dwell 
on the contemplation of it, Bend not youreye ſo much on 
the peril or length of your paſlage, as on the long'd-for 
ſhore that lies beyond it; And reckon the Surges of that 
dreadfull gulph (which is yet betwixtyou and It)but as ſo 
many ſtrokes to waft you Thither, This was the courſe 1c, 11.26. 
that Aſoſes took, and Chriſt Himſelf : Nothing ſo blunts ,p,,..-. 
the edge of Satan's temptations, or the World's.,as this 
Faith of God's Elect. | 

Therefore, ſee that you hod-faſt your Faith; Keep it as 
your life; (keep That,and it will keep you ;)and letitnot 
go until ye die. Then(indeed)it will leave you, becauſe then 
it will have done you all the ſervice it can ; even the whole 
of what it was ordained-for.But,ſhall I ſay, That Faith will 
thenbediſſolv'd and go-to-nothing? I would rather expreſs 
itas the Apoſtle doth the ſtate of the faints, that ſhall be 
foundaliveat Chriit's coming, [They ſhall nox gre, but they , The. 4.15. 
fhall be changed. Faith (hall Ther be turnedinto S;obr, and | 
we ſhall have the Real preſence, Full poſleflion, and Per. 
fet. immixed fruition, of that Blefledneſs we. have be- 
lieved and hoped-for. : Se 

.7, Gather hence, Hoth the Reaſon and Rarionality of the phil.1.23, 

Saints deſires tobe diſlolv'd They 'knew, that when this 
Earthly Tabernacle went-down,they had avetrer,and more 2 Cor.s.1,2-., 
capacious building inHeaven.They alſo found; That ſpirits; | 
whiles dwelling in Fleſh, are too-much fireightned and in- 
firm, either to bear the Glory they were mad--for, or to 
expreſs an anſwerable thankfulneſs for it: And'for this 
they groned.; Not to benncdothed;(as weary of their pre- 
ſent ttate)but'to be Clothed-upon with their Houſe om 
Heaven.They were NOW the ſons of God ; byt what.they i Joh.3.2. 
ſhould be (and fain wouldbe-at)did not appear to them;Nor 
could.,till the vail were Rent, which hung (as yet) twixt 
them and the Holyof Holies. The firſt-fruits of the Spirit, ggm.g.23. | 
(which were both an Earneſt and Foreraſt of future Glory) , co; 1.22. 
inſpired them with fervent deftres of /;berty;thatg/orious li Eph. GA 4 
berty which belong'd rothem, as being the Sons of God. rom. 8.21. 
They had,by faith, laid-bold on Eternallife ; This they had 
Nn {till 


Phil.3. 14- 


Rom.s 5. 
Cant. 5.4» 


Coll.3.4- 
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{till in their eye, and earneſtly purſued; And ſo-znterr they 


were upon it, that they even forgot what was.behind, (tho: 
very Memorable in its time.)The Afuch they had attain'd, 
they counted for Nothing, to what was coming ;. Nor rec- 
kon'd for any Colt, to gain that ineſtimable Pearl, viz. The 
prize of the high Calling of Godin Chriſt. This (they knew) 
wasa thing too-big for Mortal ſenſes,tho' as highly Refin'd 
and ſublimated, as capable of whiles Mortal : and therfore 
long'd for that day,when Immortality ſhould be their cloth- 
ing.The love of God ihed-abroad in their hearts, had given 
ſucha Divine TinCture, and ſo Transform'd and- Wid'ned 
their ſouls;as nothing could ſatisfie,but that Immenſe Deep 
from whence it came. They knew, That when Chriſt then 
life ſhould appear, they ſhould ſee Him as He is; Not under 
ihadows,as of old; Nor ina tate of humiliation, as when 
upon earth; .nor, as ſince, under Memorials and Repreſent- 
tations;but in His {tate of glory: The ſight of which, would 
make them like himſelf; & tall Then,they could not fay,It i 
enough. They knew, that the very quinteſſence of Heavenly 
beatitude,conſiſts in the viſion of God z and that Heaven it 
ſelf, with all that Innumerable company of Angels,and ſpi- 
rits of juit Men made perfect,(tho' a very glorious and de- 


' firable ſociety) would not ſatisfie Heaven-born Souls, if 


Pal. 73-25» 
Pſal.42+2. 


Math. 11.12. 


; 2 Cor.sg.5. . 


their Lord Himſelf were not there in His Glory; - Hence 
thoſe holy exclamations. and out-cries, Whom have. I in 
Heaven but Thee ! and When ſhall Icome and appear before 
God. Good Jacob would go and ſee hi Beloved afore he 
died;and Theſe would dze;to go and ſeeTherrs. This is the 
ſecond time that the Kingdom. of Heayen ſuffers violence 
from the heirs of Salvation; They know it is theirs; and that 
they were wrought for thatſelf ſame thing;and being theirs 


| they might lawfully take it by force. 


Infer. VIII. : 


2 Pet.3.12, 


8. (And fora cloſe of all ) ye have ſeen what Pauland 0- 
thers did; Go you, and do likewiſe.; Haſten to the day of 
Godzand wait forit as they that watch for the Morning: 1; 
Afﬀetionately,as a thing greatly-deſirable,eſpecially. after 


 adark and toilſom night : 2, Patiently and with guietueſ, 


Not precipitating, but as knowing itwl come, and that.in 
the 


- 
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the dueſt ſcaſon : 3. Artentively, asnot willing to looſe the 
ſmalleſt ſound —_— Maſter's feet : 4. With Diligence 
alſo and Prepareanefs ; that neither Oy! nor Lighting may 
be to-ſeek when the Cry is made, Be always Ready, and 
Then Grone: Grone(l ſay) ſor that day of Glory, when life | 
and Immortality ſhall be brought to light in Perfection : - 7 
When your ſelf, with all theElect of God,meeting in that | 
Great and General Aſſembly, the Church of the firſ#-born Heb. 12.23. 
which are written in Heaven; may be intirely, vniverſally, | 
and ceverlaitingly taken-up in admiring Elefting love,which 
ſo gloriouſly and happily ſhall have wrought all our works 
for us; and brought us to the ultimate End it deſigned us 
for ; which was, To be ever, with the Lord ; To ſee Him 
as He is; and to experiment the ſum of that great Peti- 
tion, in the 17,Fohn:---That they may be One in ws. Joh. 17.21. 

-And in your way thither, Carry this aſſuranceitill afore 
you ; That the ſame hands which laid the Foundation,will 
alſo lay the Top-ſtone, and that with ſhoutings ; And you 
ſhall lift-up to Eternity, that loud and joyfull acclamation, z,ch..7,5. 
Grace, Grace, unto it ! Happy art thou,O Iſrael! who ts like Deus. 33.29, - 
- antothee O People ſaved by the Lord,the ſhield of thine help, tos 
and the ſword of thine Excellency ! All thine enemies ſhall 2 Sam. 22.1 7+ 
be found lyars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their high. 
places ! And (which is more than Angels and Men can utter 
beſides) GOD ſhall be allin All ! (To proclaim which, was 1 Cor.15-28- 
the End of this work.) Amen. 


FINIS. 


